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 To:  Council of Senates 
 From: Council Executive Committee 
 

Re:  Proposed Changes to the University Act in Relation to the Council of 
Senates 

 
 
The Okanagan and Vancouver Senates have each recently endorsed proposed 
changes to the University Act.  These relate to (a) changes to the Council of Senates 
membership, as approved by the Council at its June 2006 meeting, and  (b) to other 
aspects of the operation and powers of the Council.   The proposed changes to the 
Act were circulated to each Senate for information, and members were encouraged 
to comment.  The two Senates have also each implemented interim changes to their 
respective Rules and Procedures of Senate to enact the changes to the Council’s 
membership prior to the amendment to the Act.  The present report seeks 
confirmation of the Council’s recommendation regarding all proposed changes to 
the University Act.  The Executive Committee is of the opinion that the 
recommended changes would be of great benefit to the University and its Council, 
and as such, recommends as follows: 

 
That the Council of Senates recommend to the President that he bring forward on 
behalf of the University to the provincial government the proposed changes to the 
University Act of British Columbia as specified below; and 
 
That the President report back to the Council at its next meeting with such actions 
as he has taken in response to this recommendation.  

 
 

Elimination of the Power of the Council to Self-Refer Matters 
 

The Committee concurs with the opinion that the Council should only be a reactive body in regards 
to matters within the traditional jurisdiction of a Senate. As such, it should not have the power to 
raise an issue at its own volition. As such, it recommends this power be removed.   
 

Current Act Language: Proposed Act Language: 
38.2 (1) The president, the board, the 
Vancouver Senate, the Okanagan Senate, or the 
council may direct that a matter that the 
Vancouver senate or the Okanagan senate 
might consider, is considering or has considered 
in the exercise of that senate’s powers under 
section 37 is referred to the council for 
consideration and disposition. 

38.2 (1) The president, the board, the 
Vancouver Senate, the Okanagan Senate may 
direct that a matter that the Vancouver senate or 
the Okanagan senate might consider, is 
considering or has considered in the exercise of 
that senate’s powers under section 37 is referred 
to the council for consideration and disposition.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjustment of those Senate Responsibilities Transferred to the Council from the Senate and 
Vice-Versa 
 
The Committee is of the opinion that either Senate should have the power to make a 
recommendation to the Board of Governors without the Council’s involvement. It also recommends 
that the administration of the University Library should be a system-wide responsibility.  
 

Current Act Language: Proposed Act Language: 
38.2 (4) (4)  Sections 37 (1) (e), (o) and (u) and 
43 (1) do not apply to the Vancouver senate or 
the Okanagan senate and the council may act 
under those sections as though it was a senate. 

38.2 (4) (4)  Sections 37 (1) (e), (l) and (u), and 
43 (1) do not apply to the Vancouver senate or 
the Okanagan senate and the council may act 
under those sections as though it was a senate. 

 
   NB:  Section 37 (1) (e) refers to the power to form a budget committee 
    Section 37 (1) (l) refers to the power to manage the Library 

Section 37 (1) (o) refers to the power to make recommendations to the Board in furtherance of the 
Act 
Section 37 (1) (u) refers to the power to set, modify, or terminate terms for affiliation agreements 
with UBC 

 
Introduction of a Requirement for Council Members to Maintain Membership on their 
Respective Senates 
 
The Committee is of the opinion that in the interests of responsible representation on the Council, 
it is vital that all Council Members be members of one of the Senates. 
 
Current Act Language: Proposed Act Language: 
38.1 (4) The fact that persons referred to in 
subsection (1) (e) or (f) cease to be members of 
the Vancouver senate or the Okanagan senate 
does not disqualify them from completing their 
term of office on the council of senates of the 
University of British Columbia. 

 38.1 (4) Should  a person referred to in 
subsection (1) (e) or (f) cease to be a member of 
the Vancouver senate or the Okanagan senate 
they immediately cease to be a member of 
the Council of Senates.  
 
38.1 (5) A vacancy created by subsection (4) 
shall be filled by the Vancouver senate or the 
Okanagan senate as applicable 
 
38.1 (6) A person elected under subsection 
(5) holds office for the unexpired term of 
their predecessor. 

 
   Reduction in the Term a Student Senator May Serve on the Council of Senates 
 

The Committee recommends that term length for student student members of the Council be 
reduced so as to concur with the term of office for a student on a Senate.  

 
Current Act Language: Proposed Act Language: 
38.1 (3)  The term of office on the council of an 
person referred to in subsection (1) (e) or (f) is 
3 years from the date of their election and they 
may continue in office after that date until 
another person is elected to the position. 

38.1 (3) The term of office on the council of an 
person referred to in subsection (1) (e) or (f) is 
3 years from the date of their election and they 
may continue in office after that date until 
another person is elected to the position, except 
in such cases where the person elected is a 



student member of a senate, in which case 
their term of office is 1 year from the date of 
their election and they may continue in office 
after that date until another person is elected 
to the position  

  
    
Change in Council Membership 

 
The Committee recommends that the membership of the Council be adjusted to include fewer ex-
officio representatives, and more elected representatives of each Senate. It also recommends that 
the Council be allowed to elect its own Vice-Chair, as each Senate may do already.  

 
Current Act Language: Proposed Act Language: 
38.1 (1) A council of senates of the University 
of British Columbia is established for the 
University of British Columbia and is 
composed of the following:  
 
(a) the chancellor;  
(b) the president, who is the chair;  
(c) the academic vice president or equivalent, 
for the parts specified under section 3.1;  
(d) the academic vice president or equivalent, 
for the parts of the university not specified 
under section 3.1;  
(e) 4 persons, who are not referred to in 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c) or (d), elected by the 
Vancouver senate from among its members;  
(f) 4 persons, who are not referred to in 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c) or (d), elected by the 
Okanagan senate from among its members;  
(g) one or 2 persons designated by the president 
and, if 2 are designated, one must be designated 
for the Okanagan Senate and one must be 
designated for the Vancouver Senate;  
(h) up to 10 chairs of the standing committees 
of the Vancouver senate elected by the persons 
referred to in paragraphs (a) to (g);  
(i) up to 10 chairs of the standing committees of 
the Okanagan senate elected by the persons 
referred to in paragraph (a) to (g).  
 
(2) The vice chair of the council is the member 
of the council specified by the president and 
serves as chair in the absence of the president.  
 

38.1 (1) A council of senates of the University 
of British Columbia is established for the 
University of British Columbia and is 
composed of the following:  
 
(a) the chancellor;  
(b) the president who is the chair;  
(c) the academic vice president or equivalent, 
for the parts specified under section 3.1;  
(d) the academic vice president or equivalent, 
for the parts of the university not specified 
under section 3.1;  
(e) 9 persons, who are not referred to in 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c) or (d), elected by the 
Vancouver senate from among its members;  
(f) 9 persons, who are not referred to in 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c) or (d), elected by the 
Okanagan senate from among its members;  
(g) one or 2 persons designated by the president 
and, if 2 are designated, one must be designated 
from the Okanagan Senate and one must be 
designated from the Vancouver Senate;  
(h) up to 4 chairs of the standing committees of 
the Vancouver senate elected by the persons 
referred to in paragraphs (a) to (g);  
(i) up to 4 chairs of the standing committees of 
the Okanagan senate elected by the persons 
referred to in paragraph (a) to (g).  
 
(2) The vice chair of the council is to be 
elected at least annually by and from the 
Council and serves as chair in the absence of 
the president.   
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