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SENATE RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

Friday 14 January 2022 10:00-11:30 a.m. via Zoom  
 
Attendance 
 
Senators: Guy Faulkner (Chair), James Stewart (Vice-Chair), Robert Boushel, Nancy Ford, Rob Kozak, 
Merje Kuus, Anubhav Singh, Lisa White 
 
Ex Officio: Greg Martyn, Gail Murphy 
 
Guests: Anisha Sandhu 
 
Regrets: Benjamin Fischer, Dee Goyal, James Olson, Susan Porter 
 
Senate Staff: Michael Jud 
 
Call to Order The meeting of the Senate Research and Scholarship Committee (the “Committee”) 

was called to order at 10:05 p.m. on January 14, 2022 by G. Faulkner, Chair.  
  
Agenda The meeting agenda was adopted by general consent.  

 
  
Meeting 
Minutes of 22 
October, 29 
October, and 
December 17  

THAT THE Senate Research and Scholarship Committee approve the October 22, 
October 29, and December 17 2021 meeting minutes as presented. 

Moved: G. Faulkner 
Seconded: M. Kuus 

Carried. 
  

Business 
Arising  

The Committee received an update on the implementation of recommendation #6 of 
the Committee’s Report to Senate on the Response to the 2020 PWIAS External 
Review by the PWIAS Interim Director and the Board of Trustees. Recommendation 
#6 calls for an independent audit of the finances and financial governance of the 
PWIAS. An independent audit has not yet been initiated as more work is needed to 
determine the appropriate procedure for conducting such an audit. The Committee 
can expect to receive further updates on this point in the near future.  

  
Centre for 
Migration 
Studies 

The Centre for Migration Studies (CMS) is a research centre established within the 
Faculty of Arts under the authority of the Dean. The Centre seeks Senate and Board 
approval in order to function as a department-equivalent administrative unit.  
 
Senate approval of research centres and institutes is governed by the 2001 Statement 
on the Status of Institutes and Centres. The Statement deals in specifics with respect to 
multi-faculty centres and institutes, however it is silent on the subject of single-faculty 
centres such as the CMS. This poses a dilemma for the Committee as there is currently 
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no Senate policy which explicitly governs the review and approval of this type of 
centre. This is explained in more detail in a memorandum to the Committee prepared 
by Senate staff and circulated with the meeting materials. 
 
Discussion followed in which Committee members voiced their concern surrounding 
the lack of a policy to apply to the present CMS proposal. There were no concerns 
raised regarding the academic merit of the CMS. However it is unclear what if any 
specific criteria the Committee should use to evaluate the proposal, and under what 
conditions should such a proposal be deemed suitable for recommendation to the full 
Senate. The Committee was in agreement that this proposal demonstrates the need 
for an expanded Senate policy which addresses the gaps left by the 2001 Statement. 
 
An important point of discussion concerned whether it would be premature for the 
Committee to approve the CMS proposal in the absence of clear policy direction. 
Several Committee members suggested that it may be prudent to first develop the 
expanded policy and then apply its directives to the CMS proposal. Other Committee 
members felt that it would have an unfairly negative impact on the proponents of the 
CMS to hold their proposal in abeyance while the Committee takes an undetermined 
amount of time to draft a new policy. The Committee therefore agreed to advance the 
CMs proposal to the full Senate for consideration and to commence work on an 
expanded policy which will apply to all future proposals. 
 
The following motion was put to the Committee: 
 
THAT THE Senate Research and Scholarship Committee recommend that the Senate 
approve and recommend to the Board of Governors for approval the establishment of a 
Centre for Migration Studies within the Faculty of Arts. 

Moved: G. Faulkner 
Seconded: J. Stewart 

Carried. 
  
Indigenous 
Strategic Plan 

The Committee discussed potential approaches to engaging with the Indigenous 
Strategic Plan. Committee members were asked for input on how best to pursue this 
issue. Is there a desire to work through the ISP Self-Assessment tool? Does this require 
assistance via formal facilitation?  
 
The Committee agreed that despite various shortcomings of the self-assessment tool it 
would nonetheless be a worthwhile exercise. The Chair undertook to explore potential 
options and seek feedback from other Senate committees which have already engaged 
with the Self-Assessment tool.  

  
Call for Topics 
for Committee 
Discussion 

Committee members are encouraged to contact the Chair and Vice-Chair should they 
wish to raise a topic for discussion by the Committee.  

  
Next Meeting The Committee’s next meeting will be held on February 15, 2022, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
  
Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 11:24 a.m.  
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