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SENATE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

15 October 2025  
10:00 A.M. -12:00 P.M. (via Zoom) 

 
Attendance:  Dr. Joanne Fox (Joint Faculties Senator – Faculty of Science) – Chair  

Dr. Hannah Carolan (Assistant Dean, Faculty of Medicine) 
Dr. James Charbonneau (Associate Dean, Faculty of Science) 
Dr. Agnes d’Entremont (Senator, Faculty of Applied Science) 
Dr. Nancy Ford (Senator, Faculty of Dentistry) 
Dr. Sathish Gopalakrishnan (Chair, Senate Curriculum Committee) 
Prof. Carol Jaeger (Associate Dean, Faculty of Applied Science) 
Dr. Laurie McNeill (Associate Dean, Faculty of Arts) 
Dr. Marion Pearson (Associate Dean, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences) 
Dr. Anubhav Pratap-Singh (Senator, Faculty of Land and Food Systems) 
Dr. Ingrid Price (Senator, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences) 
Sam Saini (Head of unit responsible for undergraduate admissions, as designated 
by the Registrar) 

 
Regrets:  Kevin Doering (Convocation Senator) – Vice-Chair 

Dr. Tamara Cohen (Associate Dean, Faculty of Land and Food Systems) 
Dr. Chunping Dai (Senator, Faculty of Forestry) 
Dr. Bhushan Gopaluni (Associate Vice-President Academic) 
Brendan Morey (Assistant Dean, Faculty of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies) 
Dr. Rella Ng (Associate Vice-President, Enrolment Services and Registrar) 
David Qi (Student Senator, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences) 
Dr. Gregory Werker (Senior Associate Dean, Students | Faculty of Commerce and 
Business Administration) 
Jacky Xue (Student Senator, Faculty of Commerce) 
 

Guests:  
 
Secretariat:  A. Breen, L. Wafler 
 

1. Call to Order and Land Acknowledgement 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 
 

2. Adoption of the Agenda (consent) 
 
The agenda was adopted by general consent. 
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3. Minutes of the Meeting of 24 September 2025 (approval) 

 
Motion:  That the Minutes of the Meeting of 24 September 2025 be adopted as 

circulated. 
 

         Mover: J. Fox 
         Seconder: S. Gopalakrishnan 
         APPROVED 

 
4. Business Arising from the Minutes of 24 September 2025 

 
None. 

 
5. Admission Requirements – Undergraduate Certificate in Geomatics for Environmental 

Management (GEM) (approval) 
 
A member asked whether there are any admission criteria or capacity limits. The 
proponents confirmed that admission is open to all qualified undergraduate students and 
that the current course capacity is adequate to accommodate anticipated demand. 
 
Another member asked about the language “encouraged to apply at the end of their third 
year and no later than their third year,” and whether students who completed all required 
courses before formally enrolling could still receive the credential. The proponents 
indicated that the phrase “no later than their third year” could be removed to keep the 
program accessible. The Senate Office will update the proposal to reflect the friendly 
amendment. 
 
A member raised a question about double counting of credits earned in the course of the 
Undergraduate Certificate. The Chair noted that double counting courses toward both a 
degree and a certificate falls under the purview of the Senate Curriculum Committee 
(SCC) and will be addressed when the program proceeds through that Committee. 
 
A member queried about the clarity of the statement “Degree-seeking students from any 
UBC undergraduate program.” The Committee agreed that this statement could be further 
clarified and proposed a friendly amendment to “Degree-seeking students currently 
enrolled in any UBC undergraduate program. The Senate Office will update the proposal 
to reflect the friendly amendment. 
 

Motion: To approve and recommend to Senate for approval admission 
requirements for applicants to the Undergraduate Certificate in Geomatics for 
Environmental Management (GEM), effective for admission to the 2026 Winter 
Session and thereafter. 

 
 Mover: J. Fox 
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         Seconder: M. Pearson 
         APPROVED 

 
6. Doctor of Medicine – Post-Acceptance Requirements (approval) 

 
A member asked why the proposed revisions change the requirement from being negative 
for tuberculosis (TB) to being screened for TB, without specifying the result criteria. The 
member also raised questions regarding the addition of other conditions (e.g., HIV) and 
sought clarification on whether a positive test would impact eligibility or require 
treatment.  
 
C. Holmes explained that the proposed changes align with the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of BC (CPSBC) requirements. The Faculty itself does not manage or receive 
students’ test results; follow-up and ongoing monitoring are handled by the CPSBC and 
each student’s healthcare provider. TB screening may return positive for vaccinated 
individuals; positive results are referred for further assessment by the College. The linked 
Faculty of Medicine policy (Policy 032: Communicable Diseases Policy) will be updated 
once Senate approval is granted to reflect these new post-acceptance requirements in full 
detail. 
 
Another member suggested linking directly to the CPSBC standard to avoid repeated 
updates and to ensure automatic alignment. C. Holmes noted that explicit requirements 
must be outlined for accreditation purposes. 
 
A member asked whether these post-acceptance requirements could be considered 
discriminatory. C. Holmes clarified that accommodations such as medical leave are 
available but that exemptions from vaccination are not permitted under current 
professional standards. 
 
A. Breen noted that while the University governs academic requirements, professional 
licensing obligations fall under external bodies. 
 
The Chair noted that the language aims to ensure applicants are informed of ongoing 
compliance expectations throughout their training. C. Holmes added that the updated 
policy now also defines consequences for non-compliance. 
 

Motion: To approve and recommend to Senate for approval post-acceptance 
requirements for applicants to the Doctor of Medicine program, effective for 
admission to the 2026 Winter Session and thereafter. 
 

 Mover: J. Fox 
         Seconder: I. Price 
         APPROVED 
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7. English Language Admission Standard – Addition of Duolingo English Test (DET) 
(approval) 
 
S. Saini responded to questions about comparisons between the IELTS and the DET. S. 
Saini pointed to concordance data that looks at students who have completed both tests 
and data from students registered at UBC. 
 
A member raised that there would be different accepted tests for undergraduate and 
graduate programs and that English proficiency expectations should be consistent across 
levels. J. Fox to share this feedback with Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. J. Fox noted 
that Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies would separately review the DET for graduate 
admissions but does not have immediate plans to implement the same change. S. Saini 
added that the UBC Okanagan graduate programs already accept the DET. 
 
In response to discussion, S. Saini proposed that UBC review the DET after two to three 
years to evaluate student performance data and determine whether the test continues to 
predict academic success effectively. S. Saini noted that UBC could adjust or revoke 
acceptance of the DET if outcomes indicate that revisions are necessary. The Chair agreed 
with this approach and requested that results be reported back to the Committee. 

 
Motion: To approve and recommend to Senate for approval the addition of the 
Duolingo English Test to the list of examinations that satisfy the English 
language admissions standard for applicants to undergraduate programs, 
effective for admission to the 2026 Summer Session and thereafter. 
 

 Mover: J. Fox 
         Seconder: J. Charbonneau 
         APPROVED 
 

8. Other Business 
 
None. 
 

9. Next Meeting 
 
Committee members were reminded that the next regularly scheduled meeting will be held 
on 12 November 2025.  

 
10. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:01 a.m. 
 

 


