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At its inaugural meeting on December 5, 2005, the Okanagan Senate added the Dean of the College of Graduate Studies to the membership of Senate under the provisions of Section 35.1 (3) (j) of the University Act. 

The Committee is of the opinion that the addition of the Dean of Graduate Studies under paragraph (j) is akin to a new member under Sections (a) through (f) in consideration of the significant administrative responsibilities of the Dean of Graduate Studies.  Therefore the balance of “Administrators”-to-Faculty-to-Students on Senate as set out in the Act has been altered and should be restored. 

As such, the Committee recommends the following to Senate:

That the Membership of Senate be amended as allowed by Section 35.1 (3) (j) of the University Act to add two faculty members under Section 35.1 (3) (g) to be elected from the Joint Faculties, and one student under Section 35.1 (3) (h) to be elected by the student body at-large.

The Committee notes that the Okanagan Election Regulations were drafted with this option in mind, and candidates are already available to assume the two faculty positions created by this resolution for the remainder of this Senate’s term of office without the need for by-elections. In the case of the student representative, general elections are occurring in March and their regulations take into consideration the possibility of an expanded Senate as well.

The Committee also notes that the Okanagan Election Regulations have already ensured a graduate student representative on Senate.
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