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The Policies & Procedures Committee has been advised by the University Counsel that the joint Report of the committees reviewing the Council of Senates’ proposal to have the Council of Senates’ Rules and Procedures drafted in such a way that prohibits matters to be considered by the Council of Senates unless a Senate refers them with a supermajority conflicts with the powers of the two Senates under the University Act. As such, a restriction of this nature can only be put into place by a provision being added to the Senate’s Rules and Procedures. 

Although we note that the requested supermajority in the report was three-quarters (3/4), we recommend to Senate that the supermajority in the Senate’s rules be two-thirds (2/3) in concordance with the general provision in Robert’s Rules that a standing rule (including one requiring 3/4) can be suspended by a 2/3 vote, and thus a 3/4 requirement for anything in those Rules is superfluous. 

We further are of the opinion that such a requirement upon the Senate would only be fair if the Vancouver Senate established a similar rule in due course. As such, we recommend the following changes to the Senate Rules and Procedures:

New Sections under Section 22

N)    To refer any matter to the Council of Senates requires a vote of 2/3rds in the affirmative of those present and eligible to vote. This section shall have no effect unless the Vancouver Senate establishes and maintains a rule to the same effect.

O)    Sections 20 (c) through (e) notwithstanding, no motion to refer any matter to the Council of Senates may be considered by Senate unless notice of motion has been made at the previous meeting of Senate. This section shall have no effect unless the Vancouver Senate establishes and maintains a rule to the same effect.

P)     If notice of motion to refer to the Council of Senates has been made under Section 22 (n), the Policies & Procedures Committee shall be responsible for considering and making a recommendation to the Senate by its next meeting on the disposition of the motion, except in such cases where notice of motion is given by a committee of Senate. This section shall have no effect unless the Vancouver Senate establishes and maintains a rule to the same effect.
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