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To: 

Senate

From: 
Agenda Committee / Policies & Procedures Committee

Re:

Requested Changes to the University Act
Recently, both the Review of Senate (Vancouver) and the joint Council of Senates Review Committees have recommended that Senate endorse changes to the University Act. Set out below please find a list of those requested changes and recommendations on how we believe Senate should proceed.  This report is being issued to both Senates for their consideration. As such, in accordance with the system-wide document approved last meeting, we request that it either be approved, divided, referred, or rejected; but not amended. 

From the Review of Senate Committee:

Recommendation 1:

Section 35.1 (2) (b):

That Senate be allowed to elect its own Chair.

Recommendation:
That  no action be taken on this item until the views of the President-designate can be considered.  Consultation is currently in progress.

From the joint Council of Senates Review Committtees:

Recommendation 2:

Section 38.2 (1):
That the Council of Senates not have the power to self-refer matters under the jurisdiction of a Senate.

Recommendation:
That Senate request that the President and the administration propose this change to the Ministry of Advanced Education.



Recommendation 3:

Section 38.2 (2) (c):
That the Council of Senates no longer have the power to substitute its disposition for one made by a Senate.

Recommendation:
In consultation with the University Counsel, we do not recommend any action on this item. We further note that it is this section that allows the Council to make a decision on any legitimate item referred to it, and without such a power, the role of “final arbiter” of system-wide disputes cannot be fufilled by the Council.

Recommendation 4:

Section 38.2 (4)
That the powers set out in Section 37 (1) (o) [recommendations to the Board], and (u) [affiliation agreements] be returned to campus-based Senates, and that the powers set out in Section 37 (1) (l) [management of the library] be given to the Council of Senates.

Recommendation:
We recommend that Senate request that the President and the administration propose to the Ministry of Advanced Education that Section 37 (1) (o) be left within the powers of the Council of Senates, but that corresponding powers also be granted to each Senate, and that paragraph (l) be given to the Council of Senates in recognition of the system-wide nature of the UBC Library. We do not recommend any changes to the provisions for affiliation agreements, as we also note that these are system-wide decisions as affiliation is not established with any UBC campus, but rather with UBC as a whole.

Recommendation 5:

Section 38.1 (4)
That a member of the Council of Senates representing a Senate be removed from the Council if they cease to be a member of their Senate.

Recommendation:
That Senate request that the President and the administration propose this change to the Ministry of Advanced Education.

Recommendation 6:

Section 38.1 (1)
That explicit representation be provided on the Council of Senates for Convocation and Student Senators.

Recommendation:
At this time, we do not recommend any action as we note that the Council of Senates has struck a committee to consider its membership generally.

Recommendation 7:

Section 38.1 (3)
That students on the Council of Senates be limited to terms of 1 year instead of the usual 3 (a parallel to the Senate term lengths).

Recommendation:
That Senate request that the President and the administration propose this change to the Ministry of Advanced Education.
In regards to those matters where the Senates have requested changes to the Act, we further request that the University Counsel report to the Senates by September 2006 on any actions the University has taken in regards to Senates’ proposals.
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