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To:
     
Okanagan Senate
From:
    
Dean Isaacson, Policies & Procedures Committee 

Subject:   
Okanagan Senate Meeting Schedule (approval, requires 2/3rd)

Date:
   
12 May 2006

Senators will recall that the issue of recommending a regular scheduling pattern for meetings of the Senate was referred to the Policies and Procedures Committee. 

The Committee has considered the matter, and recommends that Section 16 (a) of the Rules and Procedures of Senate be amended as follows:

a)
Regular Meetings

The Senate shall meet at the call of the chair, or of the Policies and Procedures Committee. Meetings will generally occur once per month during the Winter Session, and a schedule of expected meeting dates will be published no later than July 1st before each Winter Session.

The Senate shall generally meet on the fourth Wednesday of each Month at 4:30 p.m.  A specific schedule of expected meeting dates shall be approved by the Policies and Procedures Committee no later than July 1st before each Winter Session. 
For information, set out below are the proposed that the meeting dates for the 2006 Winter Session should this proposal be approved:

Wednesday, September 27
Wednesday, October 25
Wednesday, November 22
Wednesday, December 20
Wednesday, January 31

Wednesday, March 7

Wednesday, April 4

Wednesday, April 25

Wednesday, May 23

The Committee is further of the opinion that the three hours set aside for each Senate meeting is not commensurate with the amount of business currently before Senate. As such, the Committee recommends that Section 16 (b) of the Rules and Procedures of Senate be amended as follows:

Meetings shall be adjourned at the order of the Chair no more than two three hours after called to order.
The Committee reminds Senate that they are procedures approved to extend the time of adjournment for a Senate meeting if required. 

The Committee regrets that although efforts were made to minimize conflicts with teaching schedules of faculty Senators there is a single conflict, and we are working at resolving this with the individual and Dean. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Michael Isaacson

Chair, Okanagan Senate Policies & Procedures Committee
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