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Re:
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The Committee brings forward the following recommendation for the approval of Senate:

That Senate approve the College of Graduate Studies Awards and Scholarships proposals as listed.
	Faculty:  College of Graduate Studies
Department: Graduate Studies
Faculty Approval Date: April 7, 2006
Effective Session ____ Term ___ 
Year__ for Change

	Date: April 7, 2006
Contact Person: Dean Krank 
Phone: 78773
Email: marvin.krank@ubc.ca

	Proposed Calendar Entry:  

VI. Awards and Scholarships

Introduction

The University offers a wide range of programs to recognize students with high academic achievement and to provide financial assistance to those who cannot meet basic education costs. 

Financial support for graduate students usually comes from the following sources:

· Merit-based awards, scholarships and fellowships including University Graduate Fellowships, and endowed awards and annual donors. 
· External funding agencies including Natural Science and Engineering Research Council (NSERC), Social Science and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research, and others. 

· Ph.D. Tuition Fee Award administered by the College of Graduate Studies. 

· International Partial Tuition Scholarships administered by the College of Graduate Studies. 

· UBC teaching and research assistantships administered by individual faculties and programs. 

· Need-based awards and financial assistance including loans, bursaries, work/study program and emergency assistance.

Merit-Based Awards 
University Graduate Fellowships (UGF)

The College of Graduate Studies administers an annual competition that provides graduate fellowships to students who are engaged in full-time study or research leading to a graduate degree. The funds for these awards are made available from the University budget.

Awards are made on the basis of merit, and are open to any graduate student regardless of citizenship or visa status. The value of these awards is reviewed annually. Each award covers a twelve-month period beginning September 1, and is offered for either one or two years.

Awards are made on the basis of nominations provided by graduate programs to the College of Graduate Studies. Students must contact their graduate programs for deadline dates. Recipients are notified in late April. Only current UBC graduate students are eligible for nomination.

Graduate Entrance Scholarships

Graduate Entrance Scholarships are offered by some graduate programs to the best and brightest incoming master's and doctoral students for full-time graduate study or research at UBC. Inquiries about this scholarship should be addressed to the graduate program advisor.

Deferral of Awards

University Graduate Fellowship (UGF) awards can be deferred within the academic year (i.e. students can take up their awards in September or January) but cannot be deferred to the following academic year. Students who are unable to access their UGF award within the academic year, must re-apply to the UGF competition.
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC)

NSERC administers Canada-wide scholarship competitions for graduate students. The competitions are open only to Canadian citizens or permanent residents. Awards are made on the basis of academic excellence.

Students should discuss eligibility and application procedures with their graduate program. The deadline for submission of NSERC scholarship nominations by graduate programs to the College of Graduate Studies is early October. Files are reviewed by a University-wide committee that selects UBC's quota of ranked nominations. These nominations are forwarded to NSERC in time to meet the late November national deadline. Competition results are announced in April. For more information visit the NSERC website.

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC)

SSHRC administers a national competition for doctoral and master's students in the social sciences and humanities. The College of Graduate Studies solicits nominations for SSHRC doctoral and master's fellowships from graduate programs in early October. Files are reviewed and ranked by a University-wide committee. In accordance with quotas established by SSHRC, UBC sends lists of the highest-ranking candidates to the Council in January. SSHRC competition results are announced in April. For more information visit the SSHRC website.

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)

CIHR administers Canada-wide scholarship competitions for graduate students. The College of Graduate Studies solicits nominations for CIHR master's awards from graduate programs in early October. The competitions are open only to Canadian citizens or permanent residents. Awards are made on the basis of academic excellence. The value of the awards is reviewed annually. For more information visit the CIHR website.

Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research

The Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research was established in March 2001 with the mandate to provide leadership and to implement core funding programs to build BC's capacity for excellence in health research. To improve BC's ability to attract, support and retain outstanding health researchers and trainees, the Foundation provides awards to support researchers' development from trainee through to the scholar, senior scholar and distinguished scholar levels.

Fellowship guides and application forms for the national research council awards are available from their websites early in the Winter Session. Information about all research awards administered by the College of Graduate Studies can be found on the Graduate Studies website.

Ph.D. Tuition Award

Effective September 2003, all Ph.D. students in the first four years of their doctoral programs are eligible for a Ph.D. Tuition Fee Award, except in cases when Ph.D. tuition fees are directly billed to a third-party. The Ph.D. Tuition Fee Award is equivalent to the tuition fee assessment.

International Partial Tuition Scholarships

International graduate students are eligible for an International Partial Tuition Scholarship of up to $3,338.08, which is applied to assist with their tuition fees if they are registered full-time in master's programs or in fifth or later years of doctoral programs that assess tuition fees of $7,200.00 per year. Students in the following master's programs in the Faculty of Education are eligible for the following amounts: Master of Arts in Education, $1,678.74 and Master of Education $$1,678.74. Students are eligible as long as they are not recipients of external scholarships or external funding that pays their tuition. Some graduate programs may offer additional money toward the International Partial Tuition Scholarship. Please contact your graduate program for more information. Further details can be found within the chapter Fees, Financial Support and Scholarships.

International students in eligible programs are automatically considered for this scholarship by the College of Graduate Studies each year and do not need to apply.

Teaching and Research Assistantships

Student service appointments are intended to help qualified graduate students meet the cost of their studies at the University. Student appointments may involve part-time duties in teaching, research or other academic activities. Normally, only those students registered full-time in the College of Graduate Studies are eligible. Appointments offered to students prior to their admission to the College are contingent upon admission.

Teaching Assistantships (GTA)

Most faculties have a limited number of TAs available for registered full-time graduate students. Full teaching assistantships involve 12 hours work per week in preparation, lecturing or laboratory instruction although many graduate programs offer partial TA appointments at less than 12 hours per week. Teaching assistantship rates are set by collective bargaining between the University and the appropriate teaching assistants Union.
Research Assistantships (GRA)

Many professors are able to provide RAs from their research grants to support full-time graduate students under their supervision. The duties constitute part of the student's graduate degree requirements. Research assistantships are coordinated and administered at the program level. Stipends vary widely and are dependent on the field of study and the type of research grant from which the assistantship is being funded.

The entire stipend of a research assistantship is considered a scholarship, the conditions of which may be specified by the granting agency. For tax purposes, the stipend is considered an award rather than payment for work. Appointments may be for any specified period satisfactory to the grantee, and conditions of appointment may be specified by the granting agency. A research assistantship is a form of financial support for a period of graduate study and is therefore not covered by a collective agreement.

Note: Research assistantships are less common in the humanities and social sciences.
Need-Based Awards for Graduate Students

Need-based awards are administered by Student Financial Assistance & Awards, The University of British Columbia, 1036 - 1874 East Mall, Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6T 1Z1. For more information, telephone 604-822-5111 or visit the Awards, Fees and Finances website.

	URL: n/a
Place current draft calendar link here
Present Calendar Entry: n/a
Type of Action: Add scholarship section to the calendar
Rationale:  No section currently exists to provide information to students.  We also need to approve the UGF and Entrance awards on this campus for students this year.
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