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Approval Date for Vancouver: July 26, 
2006 
 
Approval Date for Okanagan: 
 
Effective Session: To be implemented with 
the 2007 applicant pool 
 
Year for change: For immediate 
publication (advising purposes) 

Date: July 20, 2006 
 
Contact Person:  Rosalie Vlaar, Assistant 
Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions 
 
Phone: 604-822-4240 
 
Email: rosalie.vlaar@ubc.ca 

Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
English Language Admission Standard 

As English is the language of instruction […] 
Competence is expected in all four of the 
following skills: listening, reading, speaking, and 
writing. 

Applicants may demonstrate English language 
competence by one of the following: 

 […] 
 The competence standard indicated on 

one of the tests of English language 
proficiency as listed in the table English 
Language Proficiency Tests (below) that 
evaluates skills in listening, reading, 
speaking, and writing. 

English Language Proficiency 
Tests 

  Test  Competenc
e Level1  

CAE  Certificate in 
Advanced 
English2  

B  

[…] […] […] 

MELAB  Michigan 
English 
Language 
Assessment 
Battery  

85 final 
score with 
3 in the 
speaking 
test 

 

Current URL from Web Calendar:  
Okanagan: 
http://okanagan.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,19,0,0
 
Present Calendar Entry:  
 
English Language Admission Standard 

As English is the language of instruction […] 
Competence is expected in all four of the 
following skills: listening, reading, speaking, and 
writing. 

Applicants may demonstrate English language 
competence by one of the following: 

 […] 
 The competence standard indicated on 

one of the tests of English language 
proficiency as listed in the table English 
Language Proficiency Tests (below) that 
evaluates skills in listening, reading, 
speaking, and writing. 

English Language Proficiency 
Tests 

  Test  Competenc
e Level1  

CAE  Certificate in 
Advanced 
English2  

B  

[…] […] […] 

MELAB  Michigan 
English 
Language 
Assessment 
Battery  

85  

 1
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Type of Action: Revise the MELAB 
requirements for satisfying the English 
Language Admission Standard. 
 
Rationale: For consistency with other 
English language proficiency tests, the 
optional speaking section of the MELAB 
should be required by UBC. The proposed 
minimum score is 3. According to the 
MELAB Speaking Test Rating Scale 
Reference Sheet (see attached) this score 
represents: 
  

GOOD SPEAKER 
The examinee is quite fluent and 
interactive but has gaps in linguistic range 
and control. 
Overall, the examinee communicates well 
and is quite fluent. Accent does not 
usually cause intelligibility problems, 
though there may be several occurrences 
of deviations from conventional 
pronunciation. The examinee is usually 
quite active in the construction of the 
interaction and is able to elaborate on 
topics. Vocabulary range is good, but 
lexical fillers are often employed. There 
are some lexical mistakes and/or lack of 
grammatical accuracy, usually occurring 
during topic elaboration. 

 
Two other Canadian universities specify a 
minimum speaking score on MELAB. 
These are the Universities of Guelph and 
Waterloo. Both require a minimum score 
of 3. 
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