	CHEMISTRY

	Effective Date for Change:  05W

Proposed Calendar Entry:
Master of Science

Applicants are required…

The program requires a thesis, CHEM 540 and 12 additional credits in graduate or advanced courses in chemistry and/or related subjects.
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Present Calendar Entry:

Master of Science

Applicants are required…

The program requires a thesis and 18 credits in graduate or advanced courses in chemistry and/or related subjects.

Action:  Change course requirements for Master of Science in Chemistry from 18 to 12 credits and addition of CHEM 540 to requirements.

Rationale:  

The Faculty of Graduate studies recently decreased the number of completed graduate course credits necessary to switch from a Master's degree program to a PhD program from 18 credits to 12 credits.  The Master's degree program in Chemistry included the three credit seminar course CHEM 540 and 15 credits of additional course work for a total of 18 credits in order to ensure that all students had the option of switching to the PhD program.  Since the emphasis in the Master's program in Chemistry is the research thesis and the extra course work is no longer necessary the department intends to decrease the additional course requirements from 15 credits to 12 credits.  The total degree requirements will still total 31 credits because the seminar course will be re-credited to 1 credit and the MSc thesis CHEM 549 has a credit value of 18.
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