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The Student Senator from Education has requested that Senate further consider the implications that the standard academic year has on the incumbency of the Faculty’s student senator. 

The Education Student Senator is very often a student in the one-year Bachelor of Education program that runs from September to August. Several years prior, Senate adjusted the term of office of the Senator to run from October to September (as opposed to the April to March term of all other student senators) in an attempt to resolve the incongruence of the standard term of office and the typical program year. This has not proven fully successful in ensuring Education Students are represented at Senate in the summer and early fall.

Under section 36(4) (b) of the University Act, Senate has the power to specify the manner in which a vacancy on the Senate is filled until the time of the next regular election. The Senate last exercised that power in April of 1999 when in the Regulations for Student Elections to Governing Bodies created the following rule:

10 (B) If an incumbent student senator resigns or ceases to be a duly registered student during his/her one-year term of office the following replacement procedures apply: 

· Student representatives from individual faculties - Senate must appoint a replacement on the recommendation of the appropriate undergraduate society or societies. The recommendation must be forwarded in writing to Senate by the AMS Student Council. 
This scheme poses problems for the Faculty of Education Student Senator because of the delays caused by finding a replacement senator and having them approved by two student councils in quick succession. As such, the students have proposed the following addition to the policy enacted by Senate: 

That in the event of the vacancy of the student senator from Education, that the senate permit an elected student from the Faculty of Education will serve as interim student senator from education until the next student senator from education is elected;

And that the name of the interim senator be given to senate by the Education Student Association in May of the previous Academic Year in the event that the Education Student Association expects a vacancy for the remainder of the term of office. 
In short, this new policy would permit the election of an interim senator if it were expected that the Education student senator would not complete his or her full term of office.

This policy would generally only be applicable in the case of an Education Student Senator in the 1-year Bachelor of Education program.
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