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Date:
March 9, 2006

 To:
Vancouver Senate 

From: 
Agenda Committee
Re:
UBC Degrees to OUC Graduates (information)
INTRODUCTION

At the February 2006 meeting of Senate, a Senator raised a question relating to the Okanagan Senate’s approval in principle of the granting of UBC degrees to graduates of Okanagan University College. Discussion of the matter was deferred to the March 2006 meeting of Senate.  In anticipation of this discussion, and in order to avoid a possible delay of Senate’s consideration of the matter, the Agenda Committee has undertaken the task of consulting, considering and reporting on the issue at hand.  This will ensure that Senate can be appropriately informed on the matter, and can proceed immediately to consider a motion to refer to the Council of Senates if such a motion is brought forward.  This report is for the information of Senate. 

OUTLINE

In her March 2004 Open Letter to students of Okanagan University College, President Piper stated: "As the chair of the UBC Okanagan Senate, I will recommend that the Senate approve a proposal that those individuals who are OUC alumni and who have obtained an OUC degree be given the opportunity, if they so desire, to convert their degree to a UBC degree." Subsequently, at the February 5, 2006 meeting of the Okanagan Senate, a report with the following two recommendations was passed:

1.
That the Okanagan Senate approve in principle the conferral of corresponding University of British Columbia degrees on Okanagan University College alumni holding one or more of the following degrees conferred by Okanagan University College as the sole granting institution between January 1, 1998 and June 30, 2005:

· Bachelor of Arts

· Bachelor of Education

· Bachelor of Fine Arts

· Bachelor of Science

· Bachelor of Science in Nursing

· Bachelor of Social Work

2.
That the parchment issued under Recommendations 1 and 2 above bear the words “Degree first conferred by Okanagan University College on [INSERT MONTH AND YEAR],” in addition to the month and year of approval by the UBC Okanagan Senate.

The following is noted as background to this matter.

From 1989 to 1997, OUC delivered degree programs in conjunction with UBC and the University of Victoria, and conferred those degrees under the authority of the partner universities. The parchments from these partner degrees already list a currently operating university as the institution of record, i.e., UBC or the University of Victoria. It is intended that this group of alumni will retain their original status and will not be eligible to receive new UBC degrees.  Okanagan University College (OUC) was given degree-granting authority by the Province of British Columbia in 1995, and conferred its first degrees as the sole granting institution in 1998.  In 2005, the OUC was transformed to Okanagan College and UBC Okanagan.  The above list of degrees includes those OUC degrees for which UBC Okanagan assumed full responsibility as of July 1, 2005.  Therefore, it is those graduates of the degrees indicated above, between January 1, 1998 and June 30, 2005, who no longer have an “institution of record.” Once these degrees have been conferred, UBC becomes the institution of record for purposes of parchment authentication and verification of degrees: services that the now-defunct Okanagan University College can no longer provide.

The rationale for these recommendations includes the following:

1. It reflects UBC’s desire to reach out to the Okanagan community. This move will expand the alumni base and provide these individuals with a current institution to which they can belong. Under this arrangement, this group of OUC alumni is welcomed to the UBC community as new members of the UBC convocation.

2. Quality assurance has been assessed.  While the specific entry requirements and graduation requirements for degrees vary by institution and also by degree within a single institution, all of the OUC degrees in question meet or exceed normal academic standards for university degrees in Canada. In fact, many of them were based directly on the UBC curriculum.

3. Through a November 2004 agreement between the Associate Vice-President, Academic & Provost of UBC Vancouver and the Deputy Vice Chancellor of UBC Okanagan, the degree parchment will identify the campus location.  It will be clear that these degrees were granted in the Okanagan rather than in Vancouver.

4. Regarding Recommendation 2 above, the addition of the “degree first conferred” text to the parchment: (a) signifies a relationship between OUC and UBC; (b) clarifies that the holder completed one degree program, rather than two; and (c) denotes the date when the student completed his or her degree program; and confirms that the degree is associated with the Okanagan campus.

Respectfully submitted,

Dean Michael Isaacson

Chair, Vancouver Senate Agenda Committee
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