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March 9, 2006

To:

Senate

From:

Tributes Committee

Subject:
Memorial Minute

___________________________________________________________________________

The Tributes Committee has prepared a memorial minute for the following individual:

Dr. William A. Webber

Motion:  The Tributes Committee moves that the Memorial Minute for Dr. William Webber be entered into the Minutes of Senate and that a copy of the memorial minute be sent to the family of the deceased.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Sally Thorne

Chair

Senate Tributes Committee

MEMORIAL MINUTE

WILLIAM A. WEBBER, MD, FRSPC, LLD (hon.)


Bill Webber was a unique and special colleague. He was associated with UBC for 55 years as a student, faculty member, Dean, Associate Vice-President and Professor Emeritus. Bill was an outstanding student in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and Medicine. Following his graduation from Medicine in 1958 and an internship at the Vancouver General Hospital, he did a two-year postdoctoral research program in Renal Physiology at Cornell Medical School. In 1961 he returned to UBC as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Anatomy. His career focused on teaching, research and administration. He taught Microscopic Anatomy, the study of Histology, for 44 continuous years to medical, dental and graduate students. He was a popular and highly respected teacher and mentor to the first-year students and a great role model as a scholar, friend and compassionate human being.


Bill’s administrative leadership surfaced in 1968 when he became President of the Faculty Association, and expanded in 1971 when he became the Associate Dean of Medicine. Six years later he was appointed Dean of Medicine and served in that capacity for 13 years. The Faculty of Medicine doubled in size in its student enrolment, faculty and physical facilities during his tenure as Dean. His leadership and administrative talents were outstanding, and he guided the Faculty to a prominence of excellence in Canada. In 1990 he was appointed Associate Vice-President for Faculty Relations, and served in that capacity for six years. During this time he also served as the Coordinator for the Health Sciences for three years and continued his full teaching load in the Department of Anatomy.


Bill retired in 1999 and became associated with the Association of Professors Emeriti. He served on the Executive Committee and became President in 2003. UBC was a major part of Bill Webber’s life. He was involved with many areas of campus life, including serving on Senate from 1966 to 1975 as both a Faculty and Joint-faculties representative and as an ex-officio member as Dean from 1977 to 1990. He further contributed to the governance of the University by serving as an elected Faculty representative on the Board of Governors for three years from December 1974 to July of 1977 when he resigned upon appointment as Dean of Medicine.  He was involved in several areas of student extracurricular activities including athletics, social activities and professional development. Bill was also active in his professional community, in Provincial medical affairs and commissions, and as a national leader in Medical Education and Training Programs. He was a remarkable man and a beloved friend and colleague to numerous faculty, staff and students. He will be sorely missed and long remembered on the Campus and in the community.


Bill is survived by his wife of 48 years, Marilyn, and their three children: Susan, Eric and Geordie and their families, including seven grandchildren.

