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UBC Degree Allocation to OUC Graduates

Background Information:

In her March 2004 Open Letter to students of Okanagan University College (OUC), President Piper stated: 

As the chair of the UBC Okanagan Senate, I will recommend that the Senate approve a proposal that those individuals who are OUC alumni and who have obtained an OUC degree be given the opportunity, if they so desire, to convert their degree to a UBC degree.

On November 18th 2005, the IAGB Procedure Committee recommended the matter of retroactive degree allocation be referred to the Policy and Procedure Committee, in consultation with the Registrar.

The Policy and Procedure Committee brought forward the following two recommendations for senate approval on February 17th, 2006:

Recommendation 1 – Graduates of OUC degrees now offered by UBC

That the Okanagan Senate approve in principle the conferral of corresponding University of British Columbia degrees on Okanagan University College alumni holding one or more of the following degrees conferred by Okanagan University College as the sole granting institution between January 1, 1998 and June 30, 2005:

· Bachelor of Arts

· Bachelor of Education

· Bachelor of Fine Arts

· Bachelor of Science

· Bachelor of Science in Nursing

· Bachelor of Social Work

Recommendation 2 – Parchment Specifications

That the parchment issued under Recommendations 1 and 2 above bear the words “Degree first conferred by Okanagan University College on [INSERT MONTH AND YEAR],” in addition to the month and year of approval by the UBC Okanagan Senate.

· from Dr. Isaacson, Feb 17, 2006, “UBC Degrees to OUC Graduates” 

· Approved by UBC-Okanagan Senate

We, the UBC-V Senate are empowered to refer this decision to the Council of Senates as stated in Section 38.2 (1) of the University Act:

"38.2 (1) The president, the board, the Vancouver Senate, the Okanagan Senate or the council may direct that a matter that the Vancouver senate or the Okanagan senate might consider, is considering or has considered in the exercise of that senate's powers under section 37 is referred to the council for consideration and disposition."

Proposed Motion:

Be it resolved that Senate refer the matter of retroactive UBC-O degree allocation to previous graduates of Okanagan University College to the Council of Senates.

Justification for the Motion:

This matter is a dual-campus issue for the following reasons:

1. If the expansion and subsequent creation of UBC-Okanagan is the first step in the creation of a system similar to the University of California’s multi-campus, multi-school university, granting retroactive degrees to OUC graduates will establish a precedent for those students who were previously conferred by universities or colleges overtaken by UBC expansion and amalgamation.

2. As an institution, UBC has established a mandate that promotes and encourages first-class research; by contrast, OUC was an academic college offering educational programs at both the Diploma and Bachelor’s levels. Given the divergence in mandate, equity in educational experience is difficult to establish.

It is important that this issue be discussed and evaluated by administration, faculty, and students from both UBC-V and UBC-O, as this process will inevitably serve as a precedent for future expansion.

The Council of Senates was formed with the specific mandate of dealing with dual-campus issues. Given that this action is important, groundbreaking, and relevant to the entire student population of the University of British Columbia, it seems prudent to delegate its resolution to a body designed to handle cross-campus issues.

Support for the Motion:

passed unanimously on March 8th, 2006

AMS Council motion:

Whereas the retroactive allocation of University of British Columbia –

 Okanagan degrees to students who attended and graduated from Okanagan University College has the potential to affect the equity of all University of British Columbia degrees;

 And whereas the decision to allocate these degrees will set a precedent for possible amalgamations of the University of British Columbia with other post-secondary institutions;

 And whereas the Council of Senates has been formed with the specific mandate to deal with issues that effect both Vancouver and Okanagan campuses;

 Be it resolved that the Alma Mater Society of the University of British

 Columbia support the Student Senate Caucus of the University of

 British Columbia Senate – Vancouver Campus in referring the matter of retroactive degree allocation to the Council of Senates for resolution.

Submission to Senate from Student Senator Ms. Lianne McLean
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