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April 6, 2006

TO: 

Vancouver Senate

FROM: 
Academic Policy Committee
________________________________________________________________________
Proposal to Use First Nations Names 
for Languages in the Calendar

PREAMBLE:

The issue was referred to this committee by the Senate Admissions Committee which was asked to consider representing Aboriginal languages in UBC publications (e.g., the Calendar) in both anglicized form (as is the current practice) and in Aboriginal language characters. 

PROPOSAL:

The Senate Academic Policy Committee recommends that UBC use both anglicized and Aboriginal language characters to represent Aboriginal languages wherever possible and that appropriate print and electronic systems be installed as soon as possible to enable the policy to be implemented fully. Further, the Committee asks that the Registrar be instructed to report to Senate in one year on the state of implementation of this policy.

RATIONALE:

This committee considered first the merits of the idea and second whether or not Aboriginal languages merit special consideration given the large number of other languages studied at UBC. Our discussion was enriched by input from representatives of the First Nations Studies Program and the First Nations House of Learning. We concluded that UBC has publicly stated a desire to cultivate a special relationship with Aboriginal communities, for example in one of the “goals and strategies” statements in Trek 2010 (in the People section): 

“Develop strategies for the recruitment and retention of Aboriginal students. 

• Continue to collaborate with BC Aboriginal communities to develop programs that will assist increasing numbers of Aboriginal youth to enrol in undergraduate, graduate, and continuing education programs at UBC.”

Therefore, it is reasonable to seek new means, where appropriate, to provide potential and current Aboriginal students with information on UBC regulations and offerings. For example, BC high school applicants must have credit for a grade-eleven language and the list of acceptable courses includes many Aboriginal language courses. As well, there is a small but growing list of Aboriginal language courses offered at UBC. Aboriginal students and their teachers and parents may see the representation of such courses in their own languages (as well as in anglicized form) as a manifestation of UBC’s commitment to them and to Trek 2010. 

The Committee concluded that Aboriginal languages do constitute a special case and does not recommend that a similar policy be introduced for foreign languages. 

Respectfully submitted,

Paul G. Harrison

Chair

Academic Policy Committee
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