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Background

In the Fall of 2005, Karen McKellin, Associate Director of the International Student Initiative, wrote to the Chair of the Senate Admissions Committee, Undergraduate Admissions, and to the Associate Deans of Arts, Science and Applied Science, providing a “heads up” that Singapore would be introducing a new curriculum in 2006. She provided a brief overview of the new curriculum, a web link, a copy of a “Briefing Document for Universities” prepared by the University of Cambridge International Examinations, and a brochure on the new curriculum from the Singapore Ministry of Education.
The information provided by ISI has been followed up by further research in the Undergraduate Admissions Office. This research has resulted in the following overview of what we believe to be the key points of interest to the Senate Admissions Committee regarding the new “A” level curriculum in Singapore.
The New “A” Level Curriculum

Starting in 2006, students entering Junior Colleges and the Centralised Institute in Singapore will be taking a new “A” level curriculum. Details are provided at http://www.moe.gov.sg/cpdd/alevel2006/experience/exp.htm.
The new A-level curriculum is composed of at least two H2 level examinations plus a General Paper (GP) or Knowledge & Inquiry (KI) exam, plus a course in the Mother Tongue Language (MTL) at either the H1 or H2 level. The H-level subjects are broken into three levels, as follows:
· H1 level is equivalent to half the H2 breadth but comparable to H2 in depth. This makes them a bit like AS level subjects in the British system (generally comparable to Grade 12-level in the North American system).

· H2 subjects are comparable to the current ‘A’ level subjects of the British system, in terms of both demand and intellectual challenge. Most H2 subjects would have similar coverage as ‘A’ level subjects but would have content reduced to free up curriculum time for contrasting subjects and non-academic pursuits. It is not clear what the implication of this content reduction is, but the University of Cambridge, International Examinations, state that H2’s are “equivalent to current ‘A’ level”.
· H3 level goes beyond the regular curriculum in areas where the student has a particular strength or passion. This level is available to the top 10-15% of the cohort. H3 students may undertake an additional 120-170 learning hours on advanced content, a research paper, or an undergraduate level module in addition to their H2 study.

Students must present at least 4 content-based subjects, 3 of which have to be at the H2 level and must cover both the Arts/Humanities and Mathematics/Sciences content-based disciplines. Students capable of an expanded curriculum may present 5 content-based subjects (3 x H2, 2 x H1).

Singapore Universities’ Approach to the New Curriculum:

Singapore’s two major universities, the National University of Singapore (NUS) and the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), have indicated that applicants with this new curriculum must have the equivalent of graduation:

· At least two H2 passes

· Attempted the General Paper (GP) or Knowledge & Inquiry (KI) in the same sitting

· A minimum grade of ‘S’ in Mother Tongue Language (MTL).

… and that selection for admission will be based on:

· Grades in three H2 and one H1 content-based subjects (at least one must be a contrasting subject). The contrasting subject is used in admission in support of broad-based education

· Grades in GP/KI

· Grades in Project Work (PW)

· The Mother Tongue Language grade may also be included if the student performed well the subject. This may be listed as either an H1 or H2 subject.

Singapore universities will consider special achievements in the CCA, CIP or H3 subjects and other pursuits, independent of the other examination grades. The also reference requirements such as portfolio and interview requirements that are in place for some programs.

UBC Admissions Recommendation for Singapore Applicants - 2008 and onwards:

The current admission requirements for individuals on a British-patterned education system, which has applied to Singapore applicants in past, are stated in the UBC Calendar as follows:

Applicants from a Secondary School outside Canada

The following list outlines the minimum standing for admission in terms of educational credentials. All students must present prerequisites appropriate for their intended program of study.

· General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) and General Certificate of Education (GCE), with standing in at least five subject areas, including English, with three at the Advanced Level. 

… Applicants presenting appropriate subjects with high academic achievement on the Advanced Level […] will, where appropriate, be considered for advanced credit or placement.

The above will be relevant for Singapore applicants up to and including the 2007 admission year. For graduates of the new curriculum in 2008, the Admissions Office proposes that a new requirement be articulated in the calendar so that Singapore applicants on the new system will know how to prepare themselves. The first graduates of this new system will be applicants to UBC for 2008 admission but will begin their new curriculum this Fall 2006. A new bullet-point should be added under the Calendar heading, above, and could read as follows: 

· Singapore (completion in 2008 and onwards): Applicants must present evidence of completion of the new curriculum. Admission will be based on at least five examinations in content-based subjects, including English, with three at the H2 level and two at the H1 level.

… Applicants presenting appropriate subjects with high academic achievement on the Advanced Level, Singapore H2 and H3 Level, […] will, where appropriate, be considered for advanced credit or placement.
This would be in line with both UBC’s past standards for curricula following this model and with the published practices set out by universities in Singapore for 2008 onwards.
A calendar change proposal form has been prepared by Undergraduate Admissions (see attached) for consideration by the Senate Admissions Committee and Senate.

Posting Course Levels for the High School Record in the SISC
As with all international curricula, the Admissions Office is tasked with determining the comparable course levels to BC Grades 11 and 12. These levels are then posted to the High School Record in the SISC and are used by the Faculties for pre-requisite checking and advising purposes 

The University of Cambridge, International Examinations, consider H2’s equivalent to A-levels and H1’s equivalent to AS levels. Both A and AS levels have been assessed by UBC and it was determined that they satisfy Grade 12 requirements in the subject area covered. In order to be consistent in our practices, both H2 and H1 subjects should be posted in the high school record (within the SISC) as Grade 12 level courses. H3 level academic subjects should also be posted as Grade 12 subjects but, as with H2’s, would be considered for Advanced Standing. This is also consistent with our practice for other advanced secondary curricula from around the world.
Advanced Standing in the SISC
As is the current practice with advanced secondary curricula (e.g. International and French Baccalaureate, British A-levels, and Advanced Placement courses) Singapore H2 and H3 courses should be considered for advanced credit or placement as appropriate. The minimum grade required for credit should line up with requirements for the British system (i.e. a minimum grade of B or higher), given that these systems are considered to be comparable. Key H2 and H3 level courses that have already been established could be pre-articulated by the UBC Faculties for 1st year credit, perhaps in the Summer of 2007, in anticipation of the applications for 2008 entry. The Admissions Office would be please to coordinate this articulation with the various academic departments as was recently done with the review of IB, AP and A-level credit.
