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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA


Calendar Change Proposal Form

UBC and UBC Okanagan

	Approval Date for Vancouver: April 12, 2006
Approval Date for Okanagan:

Effective Session: To be implemented with the 2007 applicant pool


Year for change: For immediate publication (advising purposes)
	Date: April 7, 2006

Contact Person:  Rosalie Vlaar, Assistant Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions
Phone: 604-822-4240

Email: rosalie.vlaar@ubc.ca

	Proposed Calendar Entry:

Applicants from a College or University > General Admission Requirement

The minimum academic standing to qualify for admission to the University as a transfer student is successful completion of 24 transferable credits with a 'C' average (60% where 50% is a passing grade), or grade point average of 2.0 (calculated on a 4-point scale: A+=4.33, A=4.0, A-=3.67, B+=3.33, B=3, B-=2.67, C+=2.33, C=2, C-=1.67, D+=1.33, D=1, D-=0.67, F=0). Applicants presenting fewer than 24 credits are evaluated on the basis of both final secondary school grades and the partial post-secondary studies completed. 
For applicants presenting more than 24 transferable credits, the admission average is based on the average of the most recently completed transferable credits (to a maximum of 30 credits) of college or university courses attempted, including failures and repeated courses, unless otherwise prescribed by the program to which admission is sought. In cases where counting back 30 credits lands in the middle of an academic term, the academic average of that term will be used for the remaining required credits to reach the total of 30.
In the case of applicants with more than 60 credits of prior study, the admission average is calculated on the basis of the most recently completed 60 credits.

Because of enrolment limitations, some programs may require a higher average for admission than the University minimum, and may require a minimum standing in specified courses. Applicants should consult the relevant faculty or school entry for a statement of admission requirements for the program to which they seek admission. To be eligible for second year, applicants must normally have successfully completed 30 credits, and satisfied all promotion requirements for advancement to that year. Applicants to third year must have successfully completed 54 to 60 credits, and satisfied all promotion requirements for advancement to that year.


	Current URL from Web Calendar: 
Vancouver: http://students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,25,73,0
Okanagan:

http://okanagan.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,25,73,0
Present Calendar Entry: 

Applicants from a College or University > General Admission Requirement

The minimum academic standing to qualify for admission to the University as a transfer student is successful completion of 24 transferable credits with a 'C' average (60% where 50% is a passing grade), or grade point average of 2.0 (calculated on a 4-point scale: A+=4.33, A=4.0, A-=3.67, B+=3.33, B=3, B-=2.67, C+=2.33, C=2, C-=1.67, D+=1.33, D=1, D-=0.67, F=0). Applicants presenting fewer than 24 credits are evaluated on the basis of both final secondary school grades and the partial post-secondary studies completed. Unless otherwise prescribed by the program to which admission is sought, academic standing is based on the average on all college or university courses attempted, including failures and repeated courses. In the case of applicants with more than 60 credits of prior study, the admission average is calculated on the basis of the most recently completed 60 credits.

Because of enrolment limitations, some programs may require a higher average for admission than the University minimum, and may require a minimum standing in specified courses. Applicants should consult the relevant faculty or school entry for a statement of admission requirements for the program to which they seek admission. To be eligible for second year, applicants must normally have successfully completed 30 credits, and satisfied all promotion requirements for advancement to that year. Applicants to third year must have successfully completed 54 to 60 credits, and satisfied all promotion requirements for advancement to that year.

Type of Action: Reduce the maximum number of credits to be used in an admission average for transfer applicants from 60 to 30.

Rationale: 

1. The last 30 credits, most recent full-year equivalent of academic performance, is a more accurate indicator of a student’s ability to perform at UBC. 

2. When 60 credits are included in the admission average, applicants who have had a poor first year are typically inadmissible due to their cumulative average remaining below the minimum even after a strong second year.  Many applicants who had poor performance in first year (often due to maturity issues and adjusting to a different system with different expectations) turn their performance around in second year; however, their first year performance continues to hinder their ability to transfer as UBC includes it in their admission average. In this way, a very poor first year often requires two additional years to overcome (so that the 1st year performance is not included in the UBC admission average). It should be noted that appeals from students refused for being in this situation in past (i.e. strong average in most recent year, poor average in the year prior) have been approved for admission.
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