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Report to Senate

Senate Admissions Committee (SAC)

Subcommittee on UBC Recognition of Non-Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) Institutions

Charge:  On January 25, 2006, the Senate gave the following charge,  

“That the Vancouver Senate refer to the Admissions Committee the issue of the relationship between AUCC membership and the recognition of degrees and coursework for purposes of admissions and transfer credit; and 

That the Committee be directed to report to the Vancouver Senate on this matter no later than May 2006.”

Subcommittee Members:

James Berger, SAC and Subcommittee Chair, Professor, Department of Zoology

John Cooper, Associate Dean, Faculty of Arts

Paul Harrison, Associate Dean, Faculty of Science

Denise Lauritano, Associate Director, Undergraduate Admissions

Margaret Murphy, Undergraduate Admissions (scribe)

Summary: 


The subcommittee met once in March and once in April to review university policy on non-AUCC institutions and admissions practices.  The subcommittee received input from Anna Kindler, Associate Vice President, Academic Programs. The subcommittee reported to the Senate Admissions Committee on May 3, 2006.  Two topics were reviewed:

· Recognition of Non-AUCC Institutions in the UBC Undergraduate Admissions Process

· Recognition of the joint Bachelor’s degree (honours) in Biotechnology, offered by UBC and BCIT

Recommendations:

1. Regarding Recognition of Non-AUCC Institutions in the UBC Undergraduate Admissions Process

The subcommittee reviewed the current Calendar language regarding applicants from a college or university (2005-2006 Calendar, page 24, column 3) that states:  

“Applicants with prior credit from a recognized university or college will be admitted on satisfaction of the appropriate admission requirement as outlined below.”

The subcommittee found this wording to be appropriate because it allowed the University to determine whether or not it would recognize a particular institution (from anywhere in the world) for admission purposes.  The wording does not compel the University to consider AUCC membership or any other particular criteria in its recognition process.  

2. Regarding Recognition of the joint Bachelor’s degree (honours) in Biotechnology, offered by UBC and BCIT by other institutions

· To better inform other institutions to which graduates of the Honours Biotechnology program may be applying other degrees, the subcommittee recommends that the directors of the joint program develop web sites for BCIT and for UBC that explain in detail the unique status of the program.  The web site could include references to the program’s approval process and strict scrutiny through the Senate and several of its committees, and references to the significant role of BCIT in technical education in the province.  

· If problems persist with recognition of the degree, students/graduates should be directed to put the Biotechnology program in direct contact with the institution in question, to further explain the details of the program and its recognition within BC.

Motion:  That Senate accept the recommendations of the  Admissions Committee regarding non-AUCC institutions and recognition of the joint UBC and BCIT Biotechnology degree.
Respectfully submitted,

James D. Berger, Chair

Admissions Committee  

May 3, 2006
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