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May 5, 2006

TO: 

Senate

FROM:
Senate Committee on Student Appeals on Academic Discipline

Report to Senate 2005-2006

Members of the Committee: Mr. Birinder (Sunny) Aujla, Professor Christine Boyle (chair), Ms. Jennifer Collins, Dr. Susan Grayston, Ms. Wendy King, Mr. Robert Lowe, Mr. Michael Tung, Dr. Mahesh Upadhyaya, Dr. Daniel Weary, Dr. Jeff Young.

The Senate Committee on Student Appeals on Academic Discipline is a standing committee of Senate established under section 37(1) (v) of the University Act, R.S.B.C.1996, c.468 (consolidated as of 21 March 2003).   The committee is a "standing committee of final appeal for students in matters of academic discipline".  Under section 61(1) of the Act the "president has power to suspend a student and to deal summarily with any matter of student discipline." Under section 61(2), the President "must promptly report the action to the standing committee established under s.37 (1) (v) with a statement of his or her reasons." Under section 61(3), the "action of the president is final and subject in all cases to an appeal to the Senate."

Student discipline is now governed by the Academic Regulations section of the UBC Calendar in the 2006/2007 Calendar on pages 52- 55. Rules of procedure can be found at <www.students.ubc.ca/senate>

During the period from September 2005 to May 2006, the Senate Committee heard 3 appeals involving 4 students disciplined by the President on the recommendation of her Advisory Committee.   The offences, the disciplinary action taken by the President, the nature of the appeals, and the decision of the Standing Committee, were as follows:

1. January 2006   

The student was disciplined for plagiarizing a term 2 paper and for including a small amount of plagiarized material in a term 1 paper of the same course.  Discipline imposed:  a mark of zero in the course, 12 month suspension, and entry of disciplinary action on transcript with a right to apply for removal of notation after two years from graduation (hereafter "notation on transcript").   Appeal with respect to the severity of the disciplinary action.




Appeal dismissed.

2. February 2006 

The student was disciplined for plagiarizing a term paper. Discipline imposed:  a mark of zero in the course, 4 month suspension and a notation on transcript.  Appeal with respect to the severity of the disciplinary action and that the process leading to the decision of the president was unfair.




Appeal dismissed.

3. March 2006 

Two students were disciplined for writing a midterm examination in another section under false names before writing a midterm in their own section.  Discipline imposed:  a mark of zero in the midterm, suspensions of 6 months and notations on transcripts.  Appeal with respect to the severity of the disciplinary action, that the process leading to the decision of the president was unfair and misapprehension of the evidence relating to the two exams.  

Appeal allowed to extent that period of suspension varied to 4 months and notation reduced to one year with automatic removal as of January 3, 2007.

The Chair wishes to thank the members of the Committee, and in particular, Mr. Robert Lowe and Dr. Susan Grayston for acting as co-Chairs in an appeal from the Faculty of Law, for their contributions to the Committee over this academic year.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Boyle

Professor of Law

Chair of the Senate Committee on Student Appeals on Academic Discipline
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