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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Enrolment Services

Senate & Curriculum Services
Brock Hall

2016-1874 East Mall
Vancouver, BC V6T 171

March 16, 2007

Memo to: Vancouver Senate

From: Admissions Committee

Re: Changes to Admissions Requirements-Faculty of Forestry (approval) and
UBC Response to Changes to the Ontario High School Math Curriculum
(approval)

a) Change to examinations and advancement requirements for students in the
Faculty of Forestry, commencing September 2007 (approval) (circulated)

This item was brought to Senate on Jan. 24, 2007 and was referred back to
Admissions Committee and the Faculty of Forestry for further consideration. The
revised proposal was approved by the Admissions Committee on Feb. 28, 2007.

Motion: That the Senate approve the changes to the examinations and
advancement requirements for students in the Faculty of Forestry.

b) Admissions Committee recommendations regarding applicants following to
Ontario High School Math Curriculum commencing September 2007 (approval)
(circulated)

The Admission Committee has reviewed and approved Dr. George Bluman’s
recommendations with regard to the Ontario Advanced Functions Grade 12
(MHF4U) math course and the Calculus and Vectors Grade 12 (MCV4U) and
recommends their approval by Senate. Dr. Bluman’s recommendations are
attached.

Motion: That Senate accept the recommendations of the Admissions Committee
with respect to the admission of applicants following the Ontario high school
mathematics curriculum.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. James Berger, Chair
Senate Admissions Committee



THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

UBC Undergraduate Admissions Proposal Form
Change to Admission Requirements

Faculty: Forestry
Department:
Faculty Approval Date: Oct. 31, 2006

Effective Session: 07W, Term 1
Year for Change: 2007

Date: Oct. 18, 2006

Contact Person: Candace Parsons
Phone: 2-3547

Email: candace.parsons@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry

Examinations and Advancement

The University regulations concerning examination and
advancement apply. See Academic Assessment and
Advancement Regulations. In addition, the Faculty of
Forestry sets the following requirements:

6.  All students must pass at least 60% of credits
undertaken, achieve an overall average grade of at least
60%, and follow their required program, or be required
to withdraw from the Faculty for at least one year.
Students who do not complete all required courses for
their program year will not be promoted to the next
program year, but may register in a subsequent session.

7. Students registered in any year who attain a Winter
Session average of at least 55% but less than 60% may,
at the discretion of the Adjudication, Advancement and
Scholarship Committee, be placed on Academic
Probation. Students assigned Academic Probation in
one session will be removed from Academic Probation
if, in a following Winter Session, they pass all courses
and attain an average of at least 60% on a minimum of
24 credits. Students who do not achieve an average high
enough to be removed from academic probation will be
required to withdraw from the Faculty for at least a
year.

8. A candidate who does not complete requirements for
graduation in May following fourth year will be
required to register for all incomplete courses, in a
subsequent session (summer or winter), and will be
assessed the prescribed fees for these courses. Students

Present Calendar Entry:
URL:

http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?t
ree=12,203,328,167

Examinations and Advancement

The University regulations concerning examination and
advancement apply. See Academic Assessment and
Advancement Regulations. In addition, the Faculty of
Forestry sets the following requirements:

6.  First year students must pass at least 60% of credits
undertaken and achieve an overall average grade of at
least 60% or be required to withdraw from the Faculty
for at least one year. Completion of at least 30 credits is
required for promotion to second year. In subsequent
years, students who do not pass at least 60% of the
credits undertaken and achieve an overall average of
55%, will be required to withdraw from the Faculty for
at least one year. Students who do not complete all
required courses for their program year will not be
promoted to the next program year, but may register in a
subsequent session.

7.  Students registered in first year that attain a Winter
Session average of at least 55% but less than 60% may,
at the discretion of the Adjudication, Advancement and
Scholarship Committee, be placed on Academic
Probation. Students registered in subsequent years that
attain a Winter Session average of at least 50% but less
than 55% may, at the discretion of the Adjudication,
Advancement and Scholarship Committee, be placed on
Academic Probation. Students assigned Academic
Probation in one session will be removed from
Academic Probation if, in a following Winter Session,
they pass all courses and attain an average of at least
60% on a minimum of 24 credits.

8. A candidate who does not complete requirements for
graduation in May following fourth year, will be
required to register for all incomplete courses, in a
subsequent session (summer or winter), and will be
assessed the prescribed fees for these courses. Students
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

10.

11.

who do not complete FRST 497 (B.S.F. Essay), FRST
498 (B.Sc. Thesis), WOOD 493 (Wood Processing
Project), CONS 498 (Thesis or Special Project) in their
fourth year must complete these requirements in time
for graduation in the fall of the following year. Students
who do not complete these requirements within the
specified period of time must formally register in a
subsequent session and may be required to take
additional courses related to the thesis or project topic.

Students who have not achieved a Language Proficiency
Index (LPI) score of 5 or 6 prior to completing 30
credits of Forestry-eligible courses taken at UBC will be
required to withdraw from the Faculty of Forestry,
unless there are sufficient extenuating circumstances.
See Exemptions under LPI Requirements for First-Year
English in the Faculty of Arts section.

Students who have not completed at least 3 credits in
each of First-Year English and First-Year Mathematics
(calculus) by the time they have completed 60 credits
will be required to withdraw from the Faculty of
Forestry, unless there are sufficient extenuating
circumstances.

Students who are required to withdraw from the Faculty
of Forestry for academic reasons may apply for
readmission to the university following at least a year
away. During this year, these students are normally
required to satisfactorily complete at least 12 credits of
UBC-transferable post-secondary courses at some other
institution, provided that there are sufficient credits of
available courses remaining in their programs.
Exceptional circumstances which might preclude this
should be brought to the Faculty’s attention as soon as
possible. Related work or volunteer experience that
demonstrates maturity and an ability to succeed
academically will also be considered in the readmission
decision.

who do not complete FRST 497 (B.S.F. Essay), FRST
498 (B.Sc. Thesis), WOOD 493 (Wood Processing
Project), CONS 498 (Thesis or Special Project) in their
fourth year must complete these requirements in time
for graduation in the fall of the following year. Students
who do not complete these requirements within the
specified period of time must formally register in a
subsequent session and may be required to take
additional courses related to the thesis or project topic.

9.  Students who have not achieved a Language Proficiency
Index (LPI) score of 5 or 6 prior to completing 30
credits of Forestry-eligible courses taken at UBC, will
normally be required to withdraw from the Faculty of
Forestry. See Exemptions under LPI Requirements for
First-Year English in the Faculty of Arts section.

Rationale:

6. All students should be required to continue to demonstrate
the ability to succeed in their programs at the same level as
required in first year.

7. The requirements for Academic Probation should be the
same for students in all years of their program. Also, there
needs to be a statement addressing what happens if the
students does NOT do what is required to get off of
Academic Probation (currently, it can be argued that they
continue in their program on AP as it is not explicitly stated).

10. There is currently no Faculty policy that requires students
to complete their English and mathematics in a timely
manner, which makes it difficult to enforce. Some students
reach 4th year without completing these foundation
requirements.

11. There is currently no Faculty policy that requires students
to complete courses, or do anything else during their year
away from UBC. The goal is to encourage the students to
study or work or otherwise increase their chances of
academic success, and demonstrate their commitment to their
forestry program during this time.
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Changes to the Ontario Math Curriculum — Overview and Proposal by the
Undergraduate Admissions Office

Overview:

As a result of the recommendation of a Ministry of Education Task Force on Ontario
Mathematics curriculum the Ontario government has changed their secondary school
Mathematics curriculum, effective September 2007. The new Mathematics curriculum
includes two new courses, Calculus and Vectors (MCV 4U) and Advanced Functions
(MHF 4U). These courses will replace the current Advanced Functions and Introductory
Calculus (MCB 4U) course and will be offered as of September 2007. What follows is a
summary of the current and new courses as well as the recommendations of Dr. George
Bluman of the UBC Mathematics Department and the UBC Undergraduate Admissions
Office on Ontario Math admission requirements for the 2008 admissions cycle.

Current Curriculum and Summary of Revised Curriculum for 2007

The current Advanced Functions and Introductory Calculus, Grade 12, (MCB4U)
course is described as follows:

This course builds on students’ experience with functions and introduces the basic
concepts and skills of calculus. Students will investigate and apply the properties of
polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic functions; broaden their understanding of the
mathematics associated with rates of change; and develop facility with the concepts and
skills of differential calculus as applied to polynomial, rational, exponential, and
logarithmic functions. Students will apply these skills to problem solving in a range of
applications.

As of September 2007, this course will be replaced by the following two courses
(source: Ministry of Education Ontario on October 13, 2006):

NEW: Calculus and Vectors, Grade 12, University Preparation (MCV4U)

This course builds on students. previous experience with functions and their developing
understanding of rates of change. Students will solve problems involving geometric and
algebraic representations of vectors, and representations of lines and planes in three-
dimensional space; broaden their understanding of rates of change to include the
derivatives of polynomial, rational, exponential, and sinusoidal functions; and apply these
concepts and skills to the modeling of real-world relationships. Students will also refine
their use of the mathematical processes necessary for success in senior mathematics. This
course is intended for students who plan to study mathematics in university and who may
choose to pursue careers in fields such as physics and engineering.

Prerequisite or Co-requisite: Advanced Functions (MHF4U).
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NEW: Advanced Functions, Grade 12, University Preparation (MHF4U)

This course extends students. experience with functions. Students will investigate the
properties of polynomial, rational, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions; broaden their
understanding of rates of change; and develop facility in applying these concepts and
skills. Students will also refine their use of the mathematical processes necessary for
success in senior mathematics. This course is intended both for students who plan to
study mathematics in university and for those wishing to consolidate their understanding
of mathematics before proceeding to any one of a variety of university programs.
Prerequisite: Functions, Grade 11, University Preparation, or Mathematics for College
Technology, Grade 12, College Preparation

Recommendation of Dr. George Bluman — University of British Columbia
Mathematics Department, (excerpt from his e-mail, January 3, 2007):

“I was consulted by the Ontario Ministry of Education Task Force on these changes. My
recommendations for UBC would be as follows:

1. The Advanced Functions course should be treated as the equivalent of Principles of
Mathematics 12.

2. The Calculus and Vectors course should be treated as equivalent to any calculus course
taught in BC schools.

Hence students who are admitted to UBC with the Advanced Functions course and have
not taken the Calculus and Vectors course would be required to take Math 180 or Math
184 (if taking calculus at UBC).

Students who are admitted to UBC with both courses would be required to take one of
Math 100, 102, 104 or 120 (if taking calculus at UBC), i.e., the same policy as for BC

students.

I would recommend that UBC advertise to students, entering from Alberta or Ontario
secondary schools with respectively Math 31 or Calculus and Vectors, the availability of
the UBC-SFU-UVIC-UNBC Challenge Exam.

Note that the Ontario Task Force recommends the introduction of courses such as Math
180 and 184 in Ontario universities for students entering without the Calculus and
Vectors course.

A likely consequence of the Ontario changes will be
*more Ontario students coming to UBC
*increases in enrolments in Math 180, 184 with decreases in Math 100 and 104,
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Proposal — Undergraduate Admissions Office:

Based on the recommendation of Dr. George Bluman of the UBC Mathematics
Department, the Undergraduate Admissions Office would like to propose the following
for review and approval by the Senate Admissions Committee:

Programs that currently require MCB4U for admission would only require the new
Advanced Functions, Grade 12, (MHF4U) and not Calculus and Vectors (MCV4U). The
rationale is as follows:
- MHF4U was assessed by the UBC Mathematics Department as equivalent to BC
Principles of Math 12
- programs that require Principles of Math 12 do not also require BC Calculus 12
- many of UBC’s peer institutions in Ontario will require or recommend
completion of both Advanced Functions (MHF4U) and Calculus and Vectors
(MCYV 4U) — please see attached list of university entrance requirements
- as noted by Dr. George Bluman, by not requiring Calculus and Vectors (MCV
4U) UBC is being consistent with admission requirements for BC high school
students and may derive a competitive advantage by attracting more Ontario
students.
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