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I recommend that Senate receive for information the attached Report to Senate on

the Institute for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (ISoTL), May 2006 —
May 2007.

The Institute was established by Senate in May 2004. The attached report is provided by

Gary Poole, Director, Centre for Teaching and Academic Growth, and for ISoTL.
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The Institute for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning:
Report to Senate
May 2006 — May 2007

Vision Statement

The Institute for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning supports research and reflection on
teaching and learning. Its aim is to help inform and enhance practice, locally and internationally.
It endeavors to be responsive to the needs of UBC's teaching and learning community, and it
advocates for an effective reciprocity between research and practice.

The Mandate of the Institute

*  provide support for research on teaching and learning at UBC, bringing together teams of
faculty from across campus, experts in educational research, graduate students, and
pedagogical experts from the Centre for Teaching and Academic Growth (TAG).

* facilitate grant application processes, for both internal and external funding sources, to
support higher education research conducted at UBC.

*  help develop a network of those interested in higher education research and using this
research to improve teaching and learning;

* facilitate educational program evaluations, including research involving students who have
graduated or left the University.

* disseminate the results of this research in ways that inform and enhance educational practice
at UBC and beyond. This would include both publishing in the academic literature and
producing working papers and other local documents. It would also involve the organizing of
events designed for dissemination.

*  to be a national leader, not only by example, but also by facilitating the development of SoTL
initiatives in other institutions.

Institute Web Site URL
http://www.tag.ubc.ca/about/institute/ISoTL.php

Administration of the Institute

ISoTL directorship: Gary Poole is serving as the Founding Director for a period of 2 years, from
July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2007.

Advisory Councils meetings: Meetings of the two Institute Advisory Councils (Research Advisory
Council and Council for Strategic Planning) were held May 24, 2006 and December 14, 2006.

Another meeting is scheduled for May 22, 2007.

Affiliations

The Institute is a Leadership Member of the Carnegie Academy for the Scholarship of Teaching
and Learning (CASTL). For three years, from September 2006 to August 2009, we will be part of
an affiliation of major North American universities working under the theme: Expanding the SOTL
Commons. The UBC team members include: (alphabetically): Alice Cassidy, Lee Gass, Rita
Irwin, Gary Poole, and Carl Wieman. Our CASTL group met face-to-face in Washington, D.C. in
November, 2006. These meetings will continue on an annual basis.

A number of members of the UBC teaching and learning community belong to the International
Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. Housed at Indiana University, the Society
currently has members in 7 countries. UBC hosted the Society’s second annual conference. The
third was held in November at Georgetown University, with good representation from UBC among
the presenters. The 2007 conference is scheduled for Sydney, Australia, in July.
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Campus Events and Programs
The Invited Scholars Seminar Series

The Invited Scholars Seminar Series brings to UBC some of the world’s most active and
prominent thinkers in the scholarship of teaching and learning. It is an opportunity to work with
experienced scholars and engaging workshop facilitators to pursue important issues and hone
research skills. Events for 2006:

May 8, 2006 — Mick Healy, University of Gloucestershire, UK — Linking Discipline-based
Research and Teaching to Benefit Student Learning

October 3, 2006 - Dr. Raymond P. Perry, University of Manitoba Part 1: The Plight of First-Year
Students: Causes and Consequences; and Part 2: Measuring and Affecting
Students - Beliefs about their Academic Performance

November 22, 2006 — Dan Bernstein, University of Kansas — Part 1: Engaging students
outside of class as a tool for enhanced learning; and Part 2: Inquiry into effective
teaching with one hand tied behind your back

Visiting Scholars in Residence

In 2006, we initiated our Visiting Scholars in Residence program by welcoming Dr. Raymeond
Perry from the University of Manitoba. Dr. Perry is an award-winning researcher in the area of
attribution theory and student learning. During Dr. Perry’s 6-month stay, he offered two seminars,
attended a dinner to discuss his work, and met individually with faculty members and others form
the 1ISoTL Network and beyond.

Our second Visiting Scholar in Residence is Dr. Margot Parkes. Dr. Parkes, who holds both an
MD and PhD, is currently Assistant Project Director of an international and interdisciplinary
training and capacity building project entitled ‘Sustainably Managing Environmental Health Risks
in Ecuador.’ Dr. Parkes conducted two seminars for ISoTL and has been consulting with
members of the UBC community. She has also helped establish a working group on global
citizenship and experiential learning.

The Institute’'s Network

The Network, coordinated by Dr. Alice Cassidy, now has more than 180 members. Regular
messages go out to the Network informing them of Institute events and other news and
opportunities associated with SoTL. The Network has now formed a Journal Club and will soon
be forming Writing Circles to support journal article production and other writing projects. A
Working Group has also been formed to explore ways in which the educational impact of
experiential learning can be best measured.

International Work

September 14, 2006 — ISoTL Special Event: Exploring International Perspectives on the
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning; UBC in conversation with a delegation from Finland,
University Centre.

Active Research

The UBC Landscape for SoTL Research
Dr. Alice Cassidy, coordinator of the ISoTL Network, has surveyed members of the Network
regarding their SoTL-based research activity. She received responses identifying 35 projects.
Some facts regarding this research activity:
*  The amount of funding invested in UBC teaching and learning research is
substantial. Total funding across the 35 projects exceeds $5.8 million. Of this
amount, $2.2 million comes from internal sources and $3.6 million from external.
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. The 35 projects include researchers from 7 Faculties and two major University-wide
units. Some projects also feature collaborations with other universities.

+  Grants range in size from $3,000 to $1.35 miflion.
. 29 different funding sources support this research activity.

These sums are generated by only a fraction of the Network. We can assume that the actual
total monetary investment in SoTL research at UBC is substantially greater. Of course, 1SoTL
has not generated these funds — the individual researchers have done that. However, with an
investment of this magnitude, ISoTL must be developed to provide necessary infrastructural
support for this very significant research activity.

CFl submission

A group of people from 7 Faculties submitted a CFI proposal related to the Institute. The
proposal received very positive reviews; however, it did not receive CF1 funding. The core team
is making plans for resubmission to the next CFI competition.

The Student Transitions Project

This project is supported by funding from the B.C. Data Management Association and managed
by Walter Sudmant, Director, Planning and Institutional Research. The research from this project
seeks to bridge the current gap in the collection of information across the secondary/post-
secondary boundary. The public benefits will occur in two areas:

* system-wide planning, and
* accountability/feedback/quality enhancement cycles between the systems.

The Research Collaboration Program
The Research Collaboration Program did not have a round of funding for 2006.

2006 Conference Presentations (stemming from work related to ISoTL)

Poole, G. (2006). Improving Quality Via Pedagogical Research Conducted by Faculty Members,
Invited Address, Teaching and Learning in Higher Education (TLHE 2006), Singapore,
December 8, 2006.

Schreiber, W.E. (2006). A PDA-based Program for Interpreting Lab Tests. University of
California, San Francisco. November, 20086.

Poole, G. (2006). Establishing Pedagogical Research Programmes Based On Institutional Goals
and Priorities, U 21 E-Learning Conference, “The Future has Arrived,” Guadalajara, Mexico,
November 28, 2006.

Cassidy, A. (2006). Forming SoTL Networks for Communications, Resources and Community-
building. Conference of the International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning, Washington DC., November 11, 2006.

Huebsch, S., Busser, J., & Schreiber, W.E. (2006). Assessment of Student Learning Needs by
Embedding Tracking Software into an Educational Program for PDAs. Conference of the
International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, Washington DC.,
November 11, 2006.

Huebsch, S. (2006). Filling Curriculum Gaps with Technology: Using a Personal Digital Assistant
(PDA) to Teach the Interpretation of Lab Tests to Medical Students. Conference of the
International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, Washington DC.,
November 11, 2006.

Kelly, N. (2006). Using the Seven Principles for Good Practice in Undergraduate Education to
Conduct Research into an Online Case-Based Learning Course. Conference of the
International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, Washington DC.,
November 11, 2006.
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Nakonechny, J. (2006). Multidisciplinarity Transformed: ISOTL as a Catalyst. Conference of the
International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, Washington DC.,

November 11, 2006.
Nakonechny, J., & Poole, G. (2006). The Collaboration Process in an Interdisciplinary Research

Context, or: What Language are You Speaking? Conference of the International Society for
the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, Washington DC., November 11, 2006.

Schreiber, W.E., Kunanithy. V., Huebsch. S., & Busser. J.R. (2006). A Portable, Electronic
Laboratory Test Reference for Third-year Medical Students. Medical Education Day, UBC
Faculty of Medicine, May, 2006.

Nakonechny, J., & Poole, G. (2006). Pursuing the scholarship of teaching and learning through
multidisciplinary teams: Bridges and precipices. Winter Conference of the Educational
Developers Caucus, Victoria, B.C., February 23, 2006.

Publications to Date

Butler, D.L., Pollock, C., Nomme, K., & Nakonechny, J. (2006). Promoting authentic inquiry in
the sciences: Avoiding and overcoming students' nonscientific epistemology. In B. M. Shore,
M. W. Aulls & M. A. B. Delcourst (Eds.), Inquiry in education. Where ideas come from and
where they lead. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. (41 pages).

Poole, G., & Maclean, M. (in press). Ethical considerations for research in higher education in
Canada. In L. Taylor (Ed.), A Canadian Framework for the Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning. Hamilton, ON: The Society for Teaching and Learning in Higher Education.

Aman, C., Poole, G., Dunbar, S., Maijer, D., Hall, R., Taghipour, F., & Berube, P. (in press).
Student learning teams: viewpoints of team members, teachers and an observer. Engineering
Education: Higher Education Academy.

Schreiber, W.E., Busser, J.R., & Huebsch, S. (submitted). A portable, electronic laboratory test
reference for third year medical students. British Medical Journal.

Summary

An increasing number of Operating Grant and Training Grant applications submitted by members
of the UBC SoTL research community are making reference to 1ISoTL as evidence of UBC's
commitment to pedagogical research and the University’s potential to provide a fertile
environment for SoTL training and research. In addition, the number of research dollars
committed to SoTL research, both internally and externally, continues to climb.

While mandated to support such research, it has always been the intention that ISoTL be
primarily self-sustaining, with some internal funding to cover administrative needs and to support
a small number of Research Collaboration Projects each year. As internal funding becomes
more difficult to secure, ISoTL has found creative ways to maintain programs such as the Invited
Scholars Seminar Series (offering fewer events, inviting people who are do not require travel
reimbursements), and the Visiting Scholars Program (welcoming people who come with their own
funding, offering desk space and a $500 honorarium for seminar work), and reducing the amount
of funding available for Research Collaboration Projects (from $60K to $20K annually).

These measures can help, but without significant external funding, ISoTL cannot provide
expected levels of support for a research enterprise in excess of $6 million and a host of major
University initiatives that would benefit from such support (e.g., Student Horizons in Education
[SHINE], TREK 2010, the Leader for Education Innovation). Clearly, work with the Development
Office must be continued in ISoTL's near future to help find external funding.



