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Report to Senate 2006-2007 
 

 
Members of the Committee: Mr. Tariq Ahmed, Professor Christine Boyle (chair), Dr. 
Susan Grayston, Dr. Dale Griffin, Ms. Wendy King, Mr. Richard Lam, Mr. Robert W. 
Lowe, Ms. Katie McAllister, Dr. Mahesh Upadhyaya, Dr. Daniel Weary, Dr. Jeff Young. 

The Senate Committee on Student Appeals on Academic Discipline is a standing 
committee of Senate established under section 37(1) (v) of the University Act, 
R.S.B.C.1996, c.468 (consolidated as of 7 April 2006).  The committee is a "standing 
committee of final appeal for students in matters of academic discipline".  Under section 
61(1) of the Act the "president has power to suspend a student and to deal summarily 
with any matter of student discipline."  Under section 61(2), the President "must promptly 
report the action to the standing committee established under s.37 (1) (v) with a 
statement of his or her reasons."  Under section 61(3), the "action of the president is 
final and subject in all cases to an appeal to the Senate." 

Student discipline is governed by the Academic Regulations section of the UBC 
Calendar in the 2006/2007 Calendar on pages 52-55.  Rules of procedure can be found 
at <www.students.ubc.ca/senate> 
During the period from May 2006 to April 2007, the Senate Committee heard 4 
appeals involving students disciplined by the President on the recommendation of 
the President’s Advisory Committee.  The misconduct, the disciplinary actions taken 
by the President, the nature of the appeals, and the decisions of the Senate 
Committee, were as follows: 
 
 

1. June 2006 
The student was disciplined for academic misconduct for altering a midterm 
examination and submitting it for remarking. Discipline imposed: a mark of 
zero in the course, 12 month suspension and an entry of disciplinary action 
on transcript with a right to apply for removal of notation after two years from 
graduation (hereafter “notation on transcript”).  Appeal with respect to the 
severity of noting academic misconduct on transcript. 
 
Appeal dismissed. 
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2. August 2006 
The student was disciplined for copying answers from the paper of another 
student during a midterm examination.  Discipline imposed: a mark of zero in 
the course, 8 month suspension and a notation on transcript.  Appeal with 
respect to the severity of the disciplinary action in comparison to similar 
cases of academic discipline. 
 
Appeal allowed to extent that period of suspension varied to 4 months.  
 

3. October 2006 
A student was disciplined for plagiarizing a term paper. Discipline imposed: a 
mark of zero in the course, 4 month suspension and a notation on transcript.  
Appeal with respect to severity of the disciplinary action.  
 
Appeal dismissed. 

 
4. October 2006 

A student was disciplined for cheating on a midterm examination by bringing 
unauthorized material (a cheat sheet) to the examination.  Discipline 
imposed: a mark of zero in the course, 12 month suspension and a notation 
on transcript.  Appeal with respect to the severity of the disciplinary action 
and that the process leading to the decision of the president was unfair. 
  
Appeal allowed to extent that period of suspension ended on the date 
of the letter of the decision of the Senate Committee (making a 6 month 
suspension) and matter referred back to the President’s Advisory 
Committee on Student Discipline for rehearing on the issue of the 
length of suspension. The President’s Committee later indicated that it 
would not hold a rehearing thus leaving the 6 month period to stand. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Christine Boyle 
Professor of Law 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Student Appeals on Academic Discipline 
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