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  To: Senate 
  From: Academic Policy Committee & Curriculum Committee 
 

Re:  Reorganization of the Department of Theatre, Film, & Creative Writing 
 

 
Our two committees have reviewed the material prepared by the Faculty of Arts for the 
reorganization of Creative Writing at UBC.  The attached documents set out the 
rationale for this request.  
 
We are pleased to recommend that Senate approves as follows: 

 
That the study of Creative Writing be established as an independent 
interdisciplinary program within the Faculty of Arts; 

 
That all programs or components of programs offered by the Creative 
Writing division in the Department of Theatre, Film, & Creative Writing 
be transferred to the Faculty of Arts (Independent Interdisciplinary 
Program in Creative Writing) as set out in the attached curriculum 
report and associated category 2 changes to be considered by the 
Curriculum Committee; and 
  
That the Department of Theatre, Film, & Creative Writing be renamed 
the Department of Theatre & Film. 
 

 
NB:  Faculty Appointments in Creative Writing will formally remain with the 

Department of Theatre & Film for the purposes of considerations of 
promotion & tenure and other aspects of the collective agreement 
between UBC and the Faculty Association.  
  









THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department:  
Theatre, Film, and Creative Writing 
Faculty Approval Date: 
Effective Session Winter Term 1  
Year 2008 for Change 

Date: May 15 2007 
Contact Person: Jerry Wasserman, Linda Svendsen, 
(Robert Gardiner) 
Phone: 2 8607 
Email:  jerrywas@interchange.ubc.ca , 
svensend@interchange.ubc.ca , (rag3@interchange.ubc.ca)

 
 
 
 
 

 
Rationale:   
The Creative Writing Program becomes an 
independent interdisciplinary Program within the 
Faculty of Arts, and the present Department of 
Theatre, Film, and Creative Writing is re-named 
“Department of Theatre and Film.” 
 
The Creative Writing program is presently a 
distinct Program within the Department of 
Theatre, Film, and Creative Writing, having 
separate budgets, endowments, degree 
programs, courses, and administrative and 
secretarial staff. Creative Writing offers a BFA, 
an MFA, a Diploma and two “joint” MFA degrees 
(with Theatre and Film). Creative Writing courses 
are nearly all taught by the workshop method; 
admission to the degree programs and to each 
senior course is competitive and based on a 
writing submission. The majority of students are 
in the CW MFA programs.  
 
The Creative Writing Program has close 
interdisciplinary relationships with the School of 
Archival and Information Studies, the School of 
Music, Department of English, the Film and 
Theatre programs, and some interdisciplinary 
relationship with the School of Journalism. 
Students in all these areas participate in Creative 
Writing courses and may count those courses 
toward various degrees. The present 
Departmental structure has made developing 
interdisciplinary curricula with these units an 
unwieldy process, and has tended to prevent 
additional development with these and other 
programs.  The transformation of Creative 
Writing into an independent program will not 
draw upon the teaching resources of these other 
programs and departments any more than at 
present.  Nor will these other units have any 
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representation within Creative Writing’s 
governing structure. 
 
The name “Department of Theatre, Film, and 
Creative Writing” is not found at any other 
University, and gives a false impression. This has 
been a significant impediment to marketing and 
branding for both the Theatre and Creative 
Writing Programs, which are widely renowned as 
independent Programs but have little or no 
identity as a “Department with Three Names.” 
 
Given these considerations—and the fact that 
according to Senate policy, Creative Writing is 
too small to exist as a separate department 
(minimum 15 faculty required)—Creative Writing 
would be far more appropriately identified as an 
independent interdisciplinary program, similar to 
Women’s Studies or First Nation’s Studies.  This 
will clarify the relationships between Creative 
Writing curriculum and other disciplines in Arts, 
and allow stronger relationships to develop (as 
well as clarify the relationships among Creative 
Writing, Theatre, and Film).   
 
There are no immediate or predicted financial 
consequences of this change. Creative Writing 
faculty would be cross-appointed to a “home” 
Department (Theatre and Film). No new courses 
are required; appropriate curriculum for 
interdisciplinary courses already exists. No new 
staff, faculty, or facilities are required.  
 
All faculty and staff in the Department see this as 
a very innovative, beneficial and forward-looking 
change 
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