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 Enrolment Services 
Senate & Curriculum Services 
Brock Hall 
2016-1874 East Mall 
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 

January 11, 2008 
 
Memo to: Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re: Conditional Graduate Admission (approval) and Changes to Admission 

Requirements-Faculty of Science (approval) and Faculty of Forestry 
(approval) 

 
a. The Admissions Committee has reviewed and approved the Conditional Admission Program 

for International Applicants to Graduate Programs for highly qualified international 
applicants to graduate programs who do not meet the English Language Admission Standard 
(ELAS). Applicants offered conditional admission would be expected to successfully 
complete a prescribed term of study in the Intensive Academic English Program (IAEP) at 
the UBC English Language Institute prior to entry to a graduate program. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the Conditional Admission Program for International 
Applicants to Graduate Program, commencing September 2008. 

 
b. Change to admission requirements for applicants to the Faculty of Science, commencing 

September 2008 (approval) (circulated) 
 

The Admission Committee has reviewed and approved the proposed calendar entry on 
International Baccalaureate and Advanced Placement credit for equivalent first-year courses 
in the Faculty of Science. 
 

Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on International Baccalaureate 
and Advanced Placement credit for applicants to the Faculty of Science, commencing 
September 2008. 

 
c. Change to admission requirements for applicants to the Faculty of Forestry, commencing 

September 2008 (approval) (circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and approved the proposed calendar entry on 
admission requirements for applicants to the Bachelor of Science in Forestry, Bachelor of 
Science in Natural Resource Conservation and the Bachelor of Science in Forest Sciences 
programs. 
 

Motion: That Senate approve the changes to the admission requirements for applicants 
to the Faculty of Forestry, commencing September 2008. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. James Berger, Chair 
Senate Admissions Committee 
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Contact:  Dr. Bill Ramey                                                            Faculty Approval Date:  Oct. 30, 2007 
Phone:    822-3300                                                                      Email:  wramey@interchange.ubc.ca
 

DEAN’S OFFICE 
Effective Date for Change: 08W  
Proposed Web site Entry:   
 
First-year credit 
UBC recognizes the IB enriched secondary 
school program. The table below shows how 
first-year credit is granted for IB courses 
… 
take the course anyway. 

Subject Minimum 
IB higher 
level score* 

UBC course 
granted 
(including credit 
values) 

Physics HL 6 PHYS 100 (3), 
PHYS 1st (3), 
PHYS 101 (0) 
exempt 

Physics SL 6 PHYS 100 (3) 
* HL or SL in the case of Physics 

Present you@UBC Web site Entry: 
http://you.ubc.ca/ubc/vancouver/ib.ezc#fyc
 
First-year credit 
UBC recognizes the IB enriched secondary school 
program. The table below shows how first-year 
credit is granted for IB courses 
… 
take the course anyway. 

Subject IB higher 
level grade

UBC course granted 
(including credit 
values) 

Physics 6 100-level PHYS (6)
 
Action:  Make the recognition given to IB Physics 
courses more specific and distinguish the higher 
level from the standard level course.   Add 
“minimum” to the required IB score. 
Rationale:  Offering credit for completion of 
advanced high school courses has two purposes: to 
advise students of the appropriate university courses 
to take and to recognize the extra work done as a 
way of recruiting strong students. While the high 
school courses may help students to develop strong 
learning skills their curriculum never matches that in 
first-year university courses. UBC has a fairly 
generous recognition policy but a balance has to be 
struck between offering credit to attract students and 
encouraging students to take critical first-year 
courses.  
 
The Department of Physics and Astronomy has 
conducted an in-depth study of the curriculum of IB 
Physics courses and of the performance at UBC of 
students entering with credit for those courses. 
Offering specific credit and exemption for the HL 
course will allow many students to fullfil their first-
year physics requirement with the IB course.  
The department recommends that for the first time at 
UBC an SL course be granted specific credit but 
only three credits because much less time is spent in 
the SL course than in the HL course. (The SL 
program provides 80 hours of instruction over two 

mailto:wramey@interchange.ubc.ca
http://you.ubc.ca/ubc/vancouver/ib.ezc#fyc
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years and covers chapters 1-6 and options A& H. 
The HL program provides an additional 55 hours on 
chapters 7-12 and option G on relativity.) Some 
other universities (e.g., SFU) may grant more credit 
but they permit students to take theory-only physics 
courses whereas UBC links the theory and practical 
aspects of the subject in courses such as PHYS 100, 
101, and 102 and so to offer inappropriate credit or 
exemption would do a disservice to UBC students.  
Adding “minimum” to the required score will 
encourage top students because the highest score 
possible is 7. 
The suggestion to change “grade” to “score” is 
semantic. Typically, the IB Organization uses 
“score” to refer to the mark assigned out on a scale 
of 1-7 for each course and “points” to refer to the 
total score for a Diploma student.  

Effective Date for Change: 08W  
Proposed Web Entry:   
 
First-year credit 
If you achieve a grade of 4 or better on approved 
AP exams, UBC will grant you credit. 
… 
take the course anyway. 
 

Subject UBC course granted 
(including credit 
values) 

Physics B 100-level PHYS (3), 
PHYS 100 (3) 

Physics C 
 Mechanics* 

PHYS 107 (3) 

Physics C 
Electricity and 
Magnetics* 

PHYS 108 (3) 

* Students who are intending to pursue a 
program in Physics should read footnote 1 on 
the following website before registering. 
http://www.physics.ubc.ca/undergrad/ph_intr
o.php 

Present you@UBC Web site Entry: 
(https://you.ubc.ca/ubc/vancouver/ap.ezc) 
 
First-year credit 
If you achieve a grade of 4 or better on approved AP 
exams, UBC will grant you credit. 
… 
take the course anyway. 
 

Subject UBC course granted 
(including credit values) 

Physics B or 
Physic C (Elec) 
and Physic C 
(Mech)

100-level PHYS (3), PHYS 
100 (3) 

 
Action:  Make the recognition given to AP Physics 
courses more specific. Correct spelling.  
Rationale:  Offering credit for completion of 
advanced high school courses has two purposes: to 
advise students of the appropriate university courses 
to take and to recognize the extra work done as a 
way of recruiting strong students. While the high 
school courses may help students to develop strong 
learning skills their curriculum never matches that in 
first-year university courses. UBC has a fairly 
generous recognition policy but a balance has to be 
struck between offering credit to attract students and 
encouraging students to take critical first-year 
courses.  

https://you.ubc.ca/ubc/vancouver/ap.ezc
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The Department of Physics and Astronomy has 
conducted an in-depth study of the curriculum of AP 
Physics courses and of the performance at UBC of 
students entering with credit for those courses.  
Students interested in study in the physical sciences 
are encouraged to take PHYS 107, 108, and 109 at 
UBC so a clear distinction between the AP Physics B 
and C courses will help students plan their programs. 
Students successfully completing AP Physics C will 
be exempted from PHYS 100 on the basis that their 
AP course is considered more than the equivalent of 
Physics 12. They will also need more course 
planning advice; hence the reference to the 
department’s Web site. 
Students interested in study in other disciplines 
normally take PHYS 100 (or Physics 12) and PHYS 
101. The current (and proposed) arrangement gives 
explicit credit for PHYS 100 but not 101. In some 
programs the extra unassigned 100-level PHYS 
credits will be useful in satisfying part of the 
“breadth” requirement for the B.Sc. degree. 

 



THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
UBC Undergraduate Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Faculty:  Forestry 
Department: Forest Resources 
Management 
Faculty Approval Date: Nov.1, 2007 
Effective Session: 08W, Term 1  
Year for Change: 2008 

Date: Oct. 31, 2007 
Contact Person: Candace Parsons 
Phone: 2-3547 
Email: candace.parsons@ubc.ca 

Proposed Calendar Entry 

 
 

The Faculty of Forestry > Bachelor of 
Science in Forestry (B.S.F.) > Admission 

The majority of applicants from secondary school 
will be admitted on the basis of admission average, 
calculated as the average of four specified Grade 12 
subjects. Students entering from secondary school 
must have met the general University entrance 
requirements (see Admissions) and have completed 
Principles of Mathematics 12, and one of Biology 
12 or Chemistry 12 or Physics 12, as well as two of 
Biology 11, Chemistry 11, and Physics 11.  
Students intending to enroll in the Forest Operations 
Major, Harvest Planning and Engineering Option 
should have completed Physics 11. 

 
 

 
 
 

Present Calendar Entry: 
URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree
=12,203,328,166

The Faculty of Forestry > Bachelor of 
Science in Forestry (B.S.F.) > Admission 

The majority of applicants from secondary school 
will be admitted on the basis of admission average, 
calculated as the average of four specified Grade 12 
subjects. Students entering from secondary school 
must have met the general University entrance 
requirements including Principles of Mathematics 
12, and one of Chemistry 12 or Physics 12 (see 
Admissions). 

Type of Action: Add Biology 12 as one of the 
possible grade 12 science courses for admission. 
Delete the first sentence since this information is 
covered in the general university admission 
requirements and is not necessary here. Physics 11 
or Physics 12 are required in order to take the 
sequence of Physics courses required in the Forest 
Operations Major. 
 
Rationale:  It is more likely that a high school 
student will take Biology 12 than Chemistry 12 or 
Physics 12.  Including this course makes the 
admission requirements more inclusive, and will 
allow us to standardize Grade 12 admission 
requirements over all four degree programs.  As the 
BSF degree is a Biology-based program, it makes 
sense to allow students who have focused on 
Biology in high school to be admitted. 
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http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,328,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,328,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,13,0,0#41
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,328,166
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,328,166
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,328,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,328,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,13,0,0#41


THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
Faculty:  Forestry 
Department: Forest Resources 
Management, Forest Sciences 
Faculty Approval Date: Nov.1, 2007 
Effective Session: 08W, Term 1  
Year for Change: 2008 

Date: Oct. 31, 2007 
Contact Person: Candace Parsons 
Phone: 2-3547 
Email: candace.parsons@ubc.ca 

Proposed Calendar Entry Present Calendar Entry: 
URL:  

http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tre
e=12,203,418,173
 

The Faculty of Forestry > Bachelor of 
Science in Natural Resources Conservation 
> Admission 

Students entering from secondary school must have 
met the general University entrance requirements 
(see the chapter Admissions in this Calendar) and 
have completed Principles of Mathematics 12 and 
Chemistry 12.  

Type of Action: Add Biology 12 and Physics 12 
as two additional grade 12 science courses for 
admission. Specify that two Grade 11 science 
courses are required. 

Rationale:  Including the new Grade 12 courses 
makes the admission requirements more inclusive, 
and will allow us to standardize Grade 12 admission 
requirements over all four degree programs.   

 

 

 
 

The Faculty of Forestry > Bachelor of 
Science in Natural Resources Conservation 
> Admission 

Students entering from secondary school must have 
met the general University entrance requirements 
(see the chapter Admissions in this Calendar) and 
have completed Principles of Mathematics 12 and 
Biology 12 or Chemistry 12 or Physics 12, as well 
as two of Biology 11, Chemistry 11, and Physics 11. 
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http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,418,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,418,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,13,0,0#41
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,418,173
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,418,173
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,418,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,418,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,13,0,0#41


THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
Faculty:  Forestry 
Department: Forest Sciences 
Faculty Approval Date: Nov.1, 2007 
Effective Session: 08W, Term 1  
Year for Change: 2008 

Date: Oct. 31, 2007 
Contact Person: Candace Parsons 
Phone: 2-3547 
Email: candace.parsons@ubc.ca 

Proposed Calendar Entry 

 

 

The Faculty of Forestry > Bachelor of 
Science in Forest Sciences (B.Sc. [Forest 
Sciences]) > Admission 

Students entering from secondary school must have 
met the general University entrance requirements 
(see Admissions) and have completed Principles of 
Mathematics 12 and Biology 12 or Chemistry 12 or 
Physics 12, as well as two of Biology 11, Chemistry 
11, and Physics 11. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Present Calendar Entry: 
URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?t
ree=12,203,330,177
 

The Faculty of Forestry > Bachelor of 
Science in Forestry (B.Sc. [Forest 
Sciences]) > Admission 

General admission requirements to the Bachelor of 
Science (Forestry) Forest Science Major are the 
same as those for the Bachelor of Science in 
Forestry (B.S.F.). See Admission as listed under 
Bachelor of Science in Forestry (B.S.F.). 

Type of Action: Corrected program name in 
header.  Admission requirements are now explicitly 
listed under the Forest Sciences program. 
 
Rationale:  The program was incorrectly 
identified in the previous calendar statement.  The 
admissions requirements are now listed under the 
program rather than sending an interested student to 
another program to look up the requirements.  The 
Grade 12 entrance requirements now match with 
those of the other undergraduate programs offered 
by the Faculty of Forestry.  
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http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,330,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,330,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,330,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,13,0,0#41
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,330,177
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,330,177
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,330,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,330,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,330,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,203,328,166#3536
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