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February 15, 2008

To: Senate
From: Tributes Committee
Subject: Memorial Minutes

The Tributes Committee has prepared memorial minutes for the following individual:
The Honorable Allan McEachern
Motion: That Senate approve the Memorial Minute for the Honorable Allan McEachern, that

it be entered into the Minutes of Senate and copy be sent to the family of the deceased.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Sally Thorne, Chair
Senate Tributes Committee
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SENATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
Memorial Minute

THE HONORABLE ALLAN MCEACHERN

Chancellor Allan McEachern’s commitment to UBC was longstanding, and it was abundantly evident in
his generous service to the university from which he graduated, first with a Bachelor of Arts in 1949 and
then with a Bachelor of Laws in 1950. He was called to British Columbia Bar in 1951 and after 28 years
in private practice, went on to serve the people of British Columbia as Chief Justice of both the Supreme
Court and the Court of Appeal. He was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws from UBC in 1990.

The Chancellor served as a Law Society Bencher from 1971 to 1979, as Chair of the Legal Aid Society
from 1975 to 1977 and an elected representative of both the Vancouver and Canadian Bar Associations.

An avid sportsman, Chancellor McEachern had a keen interest in the local football and rugby scenes.
Though his own playing days were cut short due to injury, he co-founded the VVancouver Kats Rugby
Club in 1951 and served as club president for 15 years, during which he guided it to 13 provincial
championships. He later served as president of the BC Lions, and Commissioner and President of the
Canadian Football League.

While his contributions to the law were legion, one of his greatest achievements was to open up the
courts not just to the people of British Columbia but to the entire world via the internet. He was
instrumental in developing a website to post judgements, allowing the public to have instant, cost-
effective access to legal decisions. He was the first chief justice in Canada — if not the first judge in the
world - to step out of judicial cloister and make himself accessible to the public. During his 21 years as
a judge, he earned a reputation as one of Canada’s greatest jurists, introducing new rules and procedures
that made our legal system more efficient and accessible for users. He was also the driving force behind
the Inns of Court program, a series of educational seminars for young lawyers.

The Right Honourable Beverley McLachlin, Chief Justice of Canada, hailed his passion for the law,
describing him as a great chief justice, possessing enormous political courage and judicial imagination.

Upon retirement from the Bench in 2001, Allan McEachern returned to the University as a visiting
professor at the Faculty of Law. In 2002, he was elected Chancellor by his fellow alumni and members
of the University community. As Chancellor, he participated in every graduation ceremony, greeting
each student by name and shaking their hand to congratulate them on their accomplishment. He was
also an active member of the UBC Senates and the Board of Governors and his experience, integrity and
sage advice have contributed much to the success of the university he so deeply cared for.

Allan McEachern was an extraordinary man, an icon not only in the legal profession but in the
community at large. The impact of his judgements, reforms and commitment to demystifying the legal
system will continue far beyond his lifetime. His legacy will be one of justice, compassion and service
to UBC and the people of British Columbia. He will be greatly missed.
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