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A. DEGREE TO BE OFFERED

Title: Master of Public Health

Faculty: Medicine

School: School of Population and Public Health
Start Date: September, 2008

B. RATIONALE FOR THE MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH DEGREE
1. Current Issues in Public Health

What is Public Health?

Public Health is defined by the Canadian Federal/Provincial/Territorial Advisory Committee on
Population Health as the science and art of preventing disease, health surveillance, prolonging life
and promoting health through the organized efforts of society.! The vision of public health is “healthy
people, healthy communities.” It's mission is to promote physical and mental health and prevent
disease, injury, and disability.? Achievements of public health to date include vaccination, motor
vehicle safety, safety in the workplace, control of infectious diseases, decline in deaths from
cardiovascular disease, safer and healthier foods, healthier mothers and babies, family planning,
fluoridation of drinking water, and recognition of tobacco use as a health issue.® In 2003 the Canadian
National Advisory Committee on SARS and Public Health noted the weakness of public health
infrastructure across Canada, including disparities in capacity between provinces, the relatively low
priority of chronic disease and injury prevention and weakness in recruitment and retention of human
resources.” In 2005 the BC Ministry of Health Services developed a resource document entitled “A
Framework for Core Functions in Public Health” to fulfil the Government of BC’s strategic plan for
safe, health communities and a sustainable environment.® The development of a new Public Health
Act and new initiatives such as ActNow BC, which promotes physical activity, healthy eating, living
tobacco free, and making healthy choices during pregnancy are part of the direction of public heath
renewal in B.C.

The Need for Public Health Practitioners

During the next ten years, Canada will experience rising rates of chronic preventable diseases
such as obesity, diabetes, heart disease, stroke, tobacco-related iliness, and environmental illness.®
These added pressures are occurring a time when all jurisdictions are facing critical shortages in the
public health workforce and struggling to maintain essential public health services. The problem is
particularly acute in rural and remote areas, and in First Nations and Inuit communities. A Pan-
Canadian Framework for Public Health Workforce Planning specifically calls for public health
education programs to prepare interprofessional public health practitioners with the skills required to
fulfill public health functions.® This framework was developed in response to a 2003 First Minister’s
Accord on Health Care Renewal that recognized that the overall lack of investment in public health
systems in the past 20-30 years has led to a high proportion of vacant public health positions, a
significant proportion of practitioners working in public health who do not have specialized training in
public health, a distinct shortage of public health providers in First Nations communities and a lack of
surge capacity to respond to new and emerging health threats.°

There are significant incentives to creating an MPH workforce in British Columbia. The Ministry
of Health Services has called for strengthened capacity in terms of human resource development to
ensure that all public health staff have the necessary core competencies to carry out core public
health services, research and evaluation, the skills and capacity to undertake policy analysis and
development and program planning, and the capability to develop quality management for public
health. “® We have strong public health programs in BC to build from. The School of Environmental
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Health, the BC Centre for Disease Control, and the Centre for Health Services and Policy Research,
are examples of agencies that will play a key role in supporting the MPH Program through
participation of faculty in teaching and through the provision of practicum placements. Our global
economy and cultural diversity will support innovation and leadership as we address public health
problems relevant to BC and beyond.

Public Health Priorities in British Columbia

Our environment is at risk. In BC, Prince George has exceeded Canadian standards for air
pollution since 2002, with other communities, such as Kamloops, experiencing recent deterioration.®
The number one reason for hospital admissions among Canadian children is asthma, which is in
large part exacerbated by exposure to fine particulate matter. Water quality has consistently been
among Canada’s top environmental concerns. Freshwater is a finite and increasingly vulnerable
resource. Currently the number of “boil water” advisories per year is increasing in BC and is the
highest in Canada.’ Our greenhouse gas emissions have increased over time in BC and are at their
highest in the last 15 years.® Global warming and associated climate change will continue to gain
prominence as public health issues. Approximately 330,000 British Columbians are subject to
flooding in the Fraser River Basin.® Disaster-related costs have increased by about 3000% during the
last 50 years in BC.? In addition to environmental health issues, our large resource-based economy
creates challenges for occupational health.

British Columbia has the greatest biodiversity of any region in Canada, which has been
reflected in the number and variety of diseases that have emerged in the province. Our Centre for
Coastal Health, unique in Canada, is studying the emergence of zoonotic diseases, as the interface
between humans and animals changes under conditions of crowding and global warming.

British Columbia, as Canada’s gateway to the Pacific Rim, is a point of entry for emerging
communicable diseases from Asia. The BC Centre for Disease Control was the first centre in the
world to characterize the genome of the SARS virus. BC has the highest rate of HIV/AIDS and
hepatitis B and C in Canada.” The Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS at St. Paul's Hospital has
developed the only longitudinal cohort of injection drug users to support surveillance and testing of
preventive measures in street-level drug use.

A secure, safe, reliable food supply is integral to the sustainability of the health of British
Columbians. Diseases such as BSE (Mad Cow Disease), avian influenza, and E. coli:0157 infection
have placed our food production and health at risk. Communication of risk to the general public with
respect to these hazards is a growing area in public health and will be part of the MPH curriculum.

Challenges in chronic disease such as the rising prevalence of obesity and associated
incidence of diabetes require expertise with respect to risk communication, health education and
promotion. Learning to address behavioural determinants of health in populations, including smoking,
physical inactivity, family violence, and unhealthy eating habits will be one of the learning goals of our
students.

Other challenges to population and public health in BC include health inequities and mental
illness. Aboriginal peoples on average have a life expectancy of 6 years below the provincial rate.’
Among aboriginal peoples, 8.4% have a university education compared to 21.7% in the province
overall. Mental disorders are the fourth most important category of health problem in terms of the
burden of disease in BC.” Public health measures designed to prevent anxiety, depression, and
associated substance abuse are urgently needed.

Population and public health are inherently connected with the demands on and sustainability of
health care systems. Health services management will be an important component of the MPH
curriculum. Health technology assessment will assist the public health practitioner for the challenges
of managing technological change where resource allocation decisions are being made for population
groups. Inappropriate use of health technologies are a driver of current and future health care costs.
BC, for example, currently has the highest cesarean section rate in Canada. Health care organization
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and delivery must adapt, including a shift from independent providers focussed on “health care” to
team-based approaches focussed on “health”.

In an increasingly integrated world marked by growing disparity, public health professionals are
cognizant of how global forces affect health within our borders. Our opportunities to contribute to
addressing the disproportionately greater disease burden of low and middle income countries will
stimulate enriching exchanges that trigger mutual learning, strengthen international linkages and
innovative ways to counter disparities at home.

At present an MPH degree is not offered at any post-secondary institution in British Columbia.
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, and Quebec have MPH programs. Graduates with an
MPH degree will address the health of populations through surveillance of health issues, program
planning, implementation and evaluation. They will have the necessary skills to develop and
synthesize knowledge to inform these activities and will have a developing proficiency in leadership
skills.

The School of Population and Public Health

In September, 2007 a new School of Population and Public Health was approved in principle by
the UBC Senate. The vision of this School, is to be a 21st century facility bringing together
researchers, teachers, learners and users of health research, dedicated to protecting and improving
the health of communities throughout British Columbia, Canada and beyond. The School will reside
within the Faculty of Medicine. The Founding Director is Dr. Martin Schechter, currently Head of the
Dept of Health Care and Epidemiology. The Department of Health Care and Epidemiology will table
a vote this fall to devolve as a Department and reconstitute under the School. It is anticipated that the
School of Environmental Health and the Centre for Health Services Policy and Research will do the
same, with others to follow. The interdisciplinary streams within the School are: 1) occupational and
environmental health; 2) global health and vulnerable populations; 3) social and lifecourse
determinants of health; 4) population health and emerging threats; 5) health services and systems.
The MPH degree program will be the first degree to be offered within the School.

2. Objectives of the MPH Program

Mission

The Masters of Public Health Degree Program will produce public health professionals who
have integrated knowledge and training in epidemiology, biostatistics, social sciences, health and
environmental sciences, health service management, and other disciplines and who are capable of
applying it to a diverse range of public heath issues in interdisciplinary environments.

Objectives:

1. To prepare students to work in public health practice.

2. To develop in students the capacity to organize, analyze, interpret and communicate knowledge in
an applied manner.

3. To prepare students to use these skills to identify and assess the health needs of populations.

4. To prepare students with the skills to plan, implement, and evaluate policies and programs to
address these needs.

5. To strengthen the public health research environment with knowledge exchange and translation.
6. Through the activities of trainees, graduates, and faculty, to assure conditions that protect and
promote the health of communities and their environments.

Guiding Principles:

An outstanding MPH program will:
1. Maximize benefits for students, partners, and funders through training students to be
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consumers of research, placements of students in the public health workforce, training students to
link research with policy and decision-making and developing new and effective methods of
dissemination.

2.  Foster creative and critical thinking from diverse perspectives, including frameworks that include
analysis of complex systems, incorporation of ethical debates, and interdisciplinary perspectives.

3.  Create suitable adult learning environments through making our program truly accessible to the
public health workforce and developing a sense of community among students.

4.  Make effective and efficient use of technology through development and linkage to online
learning methods and resources.

5. Develop community partnerships to promote health by offering curriculum that emphasizes
community development as opposed to a top-down approach to health planning.

6. Develop mechanisms for accountability to the community through taking direction from a
community advisory committee, and sustaining relations with alumni and partners.

7. Offer relevant, tailored and applied learning opportunities through the development of a
comprehensive practicum experience, in community, laboratory, and clinical settings.

8.  Develop public health leaders to work in local, regional, national and international settings
through emphasis on leadership skills, linkage with public health agencies and departments, a
commitment to managing uncertainty and change in a global context.

9.  Develop and sustain adequate resources to support the program through the recruitment of new
and outstanding faculty, admission of students with demonstrated skills and abilities, and working with
the university to sustain adequate financial resourcing.

3. Contribution to the Mandate and Strategic Plan of UBC

The UBC vision emphasizes the values of global citizenship and a sustainable society. The
conduct of outstanding research using strong analytical, problem-solving and critical thinking abilities
coupled with excellent communication is part of the UBC mission. Our MPH program aims to create
tomorrow’s leaders in public health. It will accomplish this through the development in each student
of a sophisticated “tool kit” of knowledge and skills that can be applied to promote health and address
public health problems in British Columbia and throughout the world.

The MPH program addresses many of the goals set out in the Trek 2010 document:

0 Develop strategies for the recruitment and retention of aboriginal students.

0 Continue to collaborate with BC aboriginal communities to develop programs that will assist
increasing numbers of aboriginal youth to enrol in undergraduate, graduate and continuing education
programs at UBC.

0 Expand UBC’s engagement with Aboriginal communities, especially in British Columbia.

0 Invite First Nations bands to share their perspectives with UBC students and with the general
public through expanded or newly-developed credit and non-credit programs.

The MPH Task Force has been consulting with the aboriginal community since its inception.
Karen Joseph and Katherina Patterson, consultants on aboriginal health to the BC Ministry of Health,
have attended meetings and introduced the Task Force to the new First Nations Health Plan.'® In
addition to reserving two seats in the program for aboriginal people, the program will encourage
aboriginal students to seek equivalency status to a Baccalaureate Degree for their prior learning and
work experience from the Faculty of Graduate Studies as is currently offered in some cases. The
MPH program recognizes that aboriginal health is a priority area in public health and that resolution of
inequities in health status will require leadership from aboriginal people who have the requisite
training in public health. We will be the second MPH graduate program in Canada, after the University
of Manitoba to offer a dedicated course in aboriginal health. Aboriginal persons currently working in
the public health arena will share in the teaching.
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o] Through the faculty-directed creation of new courses...assure that all students develop a
greater awareness of their responsibilities as global citizens and of the issues surrounding social,
environmental and economic sustainability.

Our core curriculum will include an introductory course in public health issues that will expose all
students to social determinants of health and the impact of environment on public health.

o] Recognize interdisciplinarity as an important principle in academic planning for graduate and
undergraduate programs.

Public health practice is highly interprofessional and many public health providers have overlapping
competencies. The approach to training the public health workforce, therefore, is based on the
skills or competency-base required to carry out public health functions as opposed to being
discipline or profession-based. Our MPH Faculty encompasses health professionals,
methodologists, including epidemiologists and statisticians, scientists from the social sciences
including psychology, sociology, and anthropology, and economists.

0 Enhance service and support for distance learners.
0 Support innovative teaching and create new learning experiences through the application of
leading edge technology.

Our MPH program will offer in the second year of its existence a distributed learning format in which
students will attend classes for a four-day concentration three times per term in addition to
distance learning.

0 Acknowledge the research accomplishments of partner teaching hospitals and academic health
centres, and strengthen support for new health research initiatives at all involved sites.

Our Faculty have offices at Vancouver General Hospital, St. Paul’'s Hospital, Children’s and Women'’s
Hospital and the BC Cancer Agency, and collaborate with health professionals on site at these
institutions.

0 Increase the ratio of graduate to undergraduate students at UBC Vancouver.

We anticipate attracting 36 additional students per year to the UBC campus.

o

Develop partnerships involving faculty, students, staff and community organizations as a
foundation for community-based research.

Develop more opportunities for community involvement and collaboration.

Develop partnerships involving faculty, students, staff and community organizations as a
foundation for community-based research.

o0 Create community-university groups to identify possible areas for joint activity in such matters as
local health and education needs.

O O

Our curriculum includes courses in health promotion and working with communities. Our faculty are
affiliated with research centres whose focus is on community-based research: Institute of Health
Promotion Research (Dr. Frankish, Head), Urban Health Research Group at the Centre for Health
Evaluation and Outcome Sciences (Dr. Anis, Head, and Dr. Spittal).

0 Encourage local, national, and international research partnerships and exchanges.
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0 Collaborate with local, national, and international communities on problems of global interest in
such areas as sustainability, health care, law, transportation, alternate energies, education,
immigration, culture, and social and economic development.

0 Encourage active involvement in international research networks.

0 Develop and support co-operative research initiatives with Aboriginal scholars and communities in
Canada and around the world.

We offer a course in global health and human security, taught by Dr. J. Spiegel who is affiliated with
the Liu Institute for Global Studies.

o Develop Community Service Learning programs, whereby experience in the field will complement
academic study or be integrated with academic credit courses, and aim for participation in such
programs by at least 10% of our students.

The MPH program will include a 12-week practicum in a public health agency.

4. Relationship to Established Programs

UBC School of Population and Public Health

0 MSc. The MPH program will share some core courses with the MSc program, which requires 30
course credits, including a thesis. Students wishing to transfer to the MSc degree program will be
eligible to apply and those who are accepted will be able to transfer any credits from SPPH
courses.

0 MHSc. The MPH program will also share some core courses with the MHSc program. This
program is open to physicians and can be completed within one year. It requires a major paper
and a comprehensive exam. The need to continue offering this degree will be evaluated in two
years based on enrolment after the implementation of the MPH program.

o0 PhD. Graduates of the MPH program will meet current eligibility criteria to apply for the PhD in
Health Care and Epidemiology Program. In addition they will have completed three of the
required courses for the PhD program as they are also required courses in the MPH program.

o Community Residency Training Program. Community Medicine is a branch of medicine
concerned with the health of populations. This Residency program is one of the post graduate
education training programs in the Faculty of Medicine and is fully approved by the Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC). The duration of the program is 2-4 years. The
core field rotations include a minimum of 3 months in each of the two Health regions (one rural
and one urban), 3 months in Environmental health, 3 months at the BC Centre for Disease
Control and 8-12 weeks in occupational health. The curriculum for the MHSc degree meets the
academic requirements of the residency program and is often completed within the residency
training program. Students enrolled in the residency program will be able to complete their
academic requirements through the courses offered in the MPH program. Completion of these
placements for the residency program or a portion of these placements may be recognized as
fulfilling the practicum requirements of the MPH program after review by the MPH practicum
director. MPH practica for which the supervisor is an MD with an MSc, MHSc or the equivalent will
fulfil the requirements for the 3 months of the Residency program.

Faculty of Medicine

Graduate programs within the Faculty of Medicine currently do not offer the depth of curriculum in
research methods that the MPH program offers, i.e., epidemiology and biostatistics, or their
application, for example program planning and evaluation, resource management, and public health
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leadership. We anticipate that graduate programs which focus on applied science, for example,
Audiology and Speech Sciences, Health Administration, the MD/PhD program, Occupational
Therapy, Physical Therapy, Rehabilitation Sciences, and Surgery will encourage students to enrol in
courses offered by the MPH program.

School of Nursing

Curriculum offered in the MPH degree may be of interest to nurses in the MSN and PhD programs in
the School of Nursing, for example methods courses such as epidemiology and biostatistics.
Students in the MPH program may take up to three electives outside of the program and may choose
to take courses such as those in qualitative methods, health administration, and health policy offered
in the School of Nursing. It is anticipated that some nurses seeking to advance their academic
development in the field of public health may choose to enrol in the MPH program, while others may
participate in selected courses on an elective basis. We expect that the School of Nursing and the
MPH program will partner with respect to supervision of students, providing access to practicum
placements, and teaching content within courses. A number of nursing faculty collaborate with
members of the current Department of Health Care and Epidemiology and some of these will
undoubtedly assume cross appointments with the School of Population and Public Health.

Pharmaceutical Sciences
At present the Doctor of Pharmacy program requires students to take HCEP 400 (SPPH 400), which
is part of the core curriculum for the MPH program.

Land and Food Systems
Students from graduate programs from within the Faculty of Land and Food Systems may want to
enrol in methods and applied statistics courses offered in the MPH program and vice versa.

School of Social Work and Family Studies

Students in the School of Social Work and Family Studies may be interested in the research methods
courses available through the MPH Degree program. Faculty in the MPH Program and the School of
Social Work and Family Studies may be interested in courses relating to social policy and welfare in
the School of Social Work with opportunities for collaboration on student placements, supervision and
the development of new courses.

College for Interdisciplinary Studies

The School of Environmental Health in the College for Interdisciplinary Studies may elect to become
part of the School of Population and Public Health. Courses currently offered in the School of
Environmental Health are listed in this proposal as elective courses for the MPH degree.
Environmental Health students have taken Health Care and Epidemiology courses up until now.
Courses offered in Environmental Health and in the School of Community and Regional Planning
compliment those offered in the MPH curriculum.

University of Northern BC

The University of Northern BC currently offers a Masters of Community Sciences. This thesis-based
program is designed to enhance understanding of Canadian Health Care systems and policy and to
teach relevant health research and critical appraisal skills. Core curriculum includes two
epidemiology courses, one course in health administration, and one each in quantitative and
gualitative methods. This degree has some overlap with the MPH program but does not offer a
practicum or the breadth of curriculum.

MPH



27 February 2008
Item 06

University of Victoria

The University of Victoria offers a Masters Program entitled “Studies on Policy and Practice in the
Health and Social Sciences.” The core curriculum for this thesis-based program includes two policy
courses, one course on social change, and one research methods course. The content of this course
has overlap with respect to policy but does not include detailed curricula on other core functions of
public health.

Simon Fraser University

The Faculty of Health Sciences at Simon Fraser University (SFU) currently offers one graduate
degree; a Master of Science on Population and Public Health. Students may choose either a thesis or
a practicum/project to fulfill degree requirements. Core curriculum includes an overview course in
concepts and principles of public health, one course each in epidemiology, biostatistics, social and
behavioural contexts of health, health services, environmental health, disease prevention and control,
and in each semester a seminar on population and public health. This degree is structured to include
all of the components of a traditional MPH program and is seeking accreditation as such in the US.
The intake is currently 50 students per year. There is considerable overlap between this program and
our proposed MPH program. SFU does not target practicing health professionals, as our program
does, (though it does not exclude them) and we will facilitate the enrolment of working professionals
through our distributed learning stream. SFU plans to offer a stream in global health within the
Masters program. Through the Western Dean’s agreement students enrolled at UBC can receive
credits for courses taken at SFU and vice versa. In anticipation of some UBC MPH students taking
courses in global health at SFU, our MPH program is only offering one course in global health. Our
MPH program, with required courses in leadership and program planning and evaluation will develop
a focus on leadership. UBC already has strength in environmental and occupational health (12
courses), social and lifecourse determinants of health (12 courses), and research and evaluative
methods (15 courses). The UBC MPH program will encourage collaboration with faculty at SFU in
public health research, student supervision, and will make students aware of curriculum offered at
SFU. Sadly, there are enough public health challenges in BC and globally to support overlapping
areas of strength at the two universities and it is our wish that collaborations will improve the strength
of our research programs and enrich the student experience.

Level of support and Recognition (other post-secondary institutions, regulatory bodies)
Our program structure and content is consistent with guidelines developed in July 2006 by the MPH
Guidelines Working Group, which reports to the Public Health Human Resources Task Group of the
Public Health Agency of Canada. At present there is no Canadian accreditation body for MPH
programs.

5. Demand for the Program

Master of Public Health programs are in demand from individuals with a range of academic
and work backgrounds. In many countries the MPH degree is recognized as the benchmark
academic credential for public health professionals. There is significant demand for public health
professionals in Canada and abroad in the various areas of epidemiology, biostatistics, surveillance,
environmental health management, and program planning and evaluation. Greater emphasis on
health promotion and disease prevention as a means to reduce the costs of care by improving the
health of our populations has created a broad array of new opportunities for professionals with
advanced training in public health. The MPH Task Force has consulted with Chief Medical Officers,
Nursing Leaders and Chief Environmental Protection Officers in each of the Health Authorities
(Appendix 5). These key informants have indicated that they have also have capacity to hire new
graduates of the program. All seventeen trainees from Simon Fraser University’'s MSc program found
employment in the field of public health prior to graduation in 2007, according to an interview held
with Dr. David McLean, former Dean, by the author of this proposal.
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In every case, public health leaders that we have consulted within health authorities have
indicated that they have between one and five employees to whom they would recommend taking the
course and, in most cases that they would support the employee to do so. The Task Force is
receiving phone calls on a weekly basis from prospective students, from as far away as Argentina.
The University of Waterloo, the most recent Canadian university to offer an MPH degree, enrolled 50
students in their first cohort. The particular niche areas that will distinguish UBC from SFU will be our
distributed learning format to facilitate the enrolment of working health professionals, strength in
environmental health that will attract, for example, graduates of the BCIT Baccalaureate Degree in
Technology, Environmental Health, that trains public health inspectors, and the opportunity to take
electives from the variety of graduate programs in areas related to health on campus. This degree is
currently accepted as a prerequisite for the M Eng (Civil Engineering) program at UBC. The MPH wiill
be an attractive option for the very large undergraduate program in Health Sciences at Simon Fraser,
planned to be about 100 per year. Many of these students who plan to attend graduate school will
likely choose a different university for their graduate degree. We will undertake a gradual expansion
of the program in order to assure appropriate planning for practicum placements and transitioning of
classroom-based courses to those with components of distance learning. The following table
illustrates our planned growth in capacity over five years.

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

Year 1 Students 16 26 36 36 36
Year 2 Students 0 16 26 36 36
Total Students 16 42 62 72 72

Potential employers for MPH graduates include provincial ministries of health, agriculture and
environment, regional health authorities and public health departments, federal agencies such as the
Public Health Agency of Canada, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Health Canada and
Environment Canada. In addition, private sector employers include those in the areas of food and
agriculture, the environment, pharmaceuticals, medical technology, and private health care services.
These positions will include such responsibilities as directing data management/bioinformatics
systems, engaging in disease surveillance and outbreak research, planning disease prevention and
health promotion activities, contributing to evidence-based decision-making in health care and health
care management; assessing workplace health and safety, managing environmental health
programs, directing randomized controlled trials and longitudinal cohort studies, working for
community organizations dedicated to improving the health and welfare of their constituencies, and
evaluating the efficacy of health programs and health promotion activities.

6. Title

The title “Master of Public Health” is consistent with the title of The School of Population and Public
Health in which it resides. In addition, this title is understood around the world to be the benchmark
academic credential for public health professionals. The Harvard School of Public Health denotes it
as “the most widely recognized professional credential for leadership in public health” ** and on the
University of Birmingham (UK) website it is stated that “A Master of Public Health (MPH) degree is an
internationally recognised qualification in public health.”?

11
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C. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

1. Admission Requirements

The standards for admission of students will be governed by the Faculty of Graduate Studies.
Success in the program is predicated on proficient quantitative skill and students will be required to
demonstrate the potential for success in this domain. They may choose to do this through submitting
scores from the Graduate Record Exam or relying on grades from at least one undergraduate
mathematics or statistics course. Scores from GMAT, MCAT, LSAT, VCAT, PCAT, DATS will be
accepted as alternatives to the GRE score. The minimum requirement for the GRE will be 500 on the
verbal component and 600 on the quantitative component and for the undergraduate math or
statistics course, a grade of 75% or higher. Preference will be given to applicants who are already
working in relevant disciplines including, for example, medical health officers, public health
inspectors, public health nurses, and nutritionists. Prospective students will be actively recruited as
well from disciplines that inform the development and dissemination of public health knowledge or
delivery of services, including for example, sociology, anthropology, microbiology, engineering,
environmental science and economics. The application process will include submission of official
transcripts from post-secondary coursework, curriculum vitae, three letters of reference, one of which
is preferred to be academic, and a letter of intent of up to 750 words indicating why they wish to enrol
in the MPH program, and a description of relevant professional experience. An admissions committee
will undertake a review of admissions documents and will designate a “short list” for interviews. One
member of the committee will interview each candidate in person, or if the student is from out of
province, by telephone. Interviews will be standardized and a scoring system devised.

The program targets students coming from two different backgrounds. The first will be students
who have recently completed a Baccalaureate degree in related content areas. These students may
have completed a degree in the health sciences (medicine, nursing, physiotherapy, nutrition sciences,
pharmacy, midwifery, kinesiology), science (microbiology, biology, environmental sciences, statistics),
arts (sociology, psychology, anthropology) applied sciences (engineering) or business.

The second will be professionals who have been working in the field of public health, many of
whom will be in leadership roles, who wish to extend their knowledge in public health methods and
applications. We anticipate that these individuals will be supported by their employers to enrol in the
program while retaining their position in the agency.

2. Curriculum

The curriculum reflects the essential public health functions defined in Canada and the World
Health Organization.”** These include population health assessment and health surveillance, the
improvement or promotion of health, the prevention of disease, disability or injury, protection against
environmental hazards, the prevention and/or investigation of communicable diseases, the promotion
of healthy behaviours, responding to urgent and emergent health issues, and disaster preparedness
and response. Functions that establish and maintain the capacity of the health care system to carry
out core functions include program planning and evaluation, policy analysis, and working with
communities. Our curriculum further reflects core competencies based on these functions and
developed by the MPH Guidelines Working Group for the Public Health Agency of Canada*
(Appendix 6). Core competencies reside within the domains of public health sciences, analysis and
assessment, policy development and program planning, partnership and collaboration,
communication, socio-cultural competencies, and systems approaches.

The Masters of Public Health Degree will be a two year non-thesis degree. It will consist of 21
core course credits, 15 elective credits and a 6 credit practicum (See table page 13). In most
circumstances, three academic terms will be required to complete course requirements and one term
for the practicum. Some students may be able to undertake their practicum on a part time basis
concurrently with their course work over a period of two terms. Enrolment will take place in
September of the academic year. Students may take up to three electives from other Departments
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after consultation with their Faculty Advisor.

3. Practicum (6 credits) (see course description)

A twelve-week practicum will provide students with supervised field experience in community
health agencies in order to integrate course work and further the development of skills in community
health practice. Each student will have a field supervisor with an MHSc, MSc, MPH, or PhD in a
public health discipline or equivalent training and experience. The practicum experience will be
defined through a learning contract developed with the field supervisor. At the conclusion of the
practicum experience, students will submit a final report that will be of relevance to the practicum
agency and will need to be accepted by their supervisor at the practicum agency.

A practicum director will be responsible for establishing the necessary structures and processes for
the practicum component. This includes establishing a range of quality practicum placements that will
meet the learning needs of the students. The director will ensure that field-based practicum
supervisors have the necessary qualifications to supervise MPH students and that organizations can
provide the necessary learning environments for professional practice. The director will also have
final authority to intervene with and resolve any disputes that arise between the student and the
agency practicum supervisor. The Director will review and provide final approval for learning
contracts, mid-term evaluations of students, and final evaluations of students. Practica will take place
in Canada or, with permission of the Practicum Director, in international settings. Appropriate settings
include public health units in Regional Health Authorities in BC and in other provinces, provincial
government branches such as the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Labour (e.g. Worksafe BC),
or their equivalent in other provinces, federal agencies such as the Public Health Agency of Canada,
the First Nations and Inuit Health Branch at Health Canada, or public health research settings, such
as the Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, BC Centre for Disease Control, Occupational Health and
Safety Agency for Healthcare in BC, and the BC Cancer Agency. We currently have agreement in
principle for at least 16 placements in BC Health Authorities based on our initial consultations and are
undergoing a formal process within the Department of Health Care and Epidemiology to identify and
evaluate more than fifty potential agencies for additional placements.

Each MPH student will have an academic supervisor in the program. This supervisor will be
responsible for overseeing the academic aspects of the student’s practicum to ensure that it will meet
the learning needs of the student and academic requirements of the program. The academic
supervisor will assist the student to identify realistic goals and specific learning objectives for the
practicum. They may assist with the identification of potential practica, and advise on the
development of the learning contract. The academic supervisor may choose to attend the interim
and/or final evaluation, or may attend at the request of the student, field-based practicum supervisor,
or practicum director, attend.

Responsibilities of Field Supervisors

A field supervisor must be clearly designated as having day-to-day responsibility for the
student in the field setting. He/she should have appropriate training and/or experience to undertake
this responsibility including an academic affiliation and previous experience working with students.
The field supervisor is responsible for negotiating the learning contact with the student prior to the
beginning of the placement, revising it with the student if this becomes necessary while the practicum
is underway, and assigning activities. An orientation to the agency should take place in the first weeks
of the practicum. The supervisor will provide on-going supervision and monitoring of the student’s
performance, including regular meetings, at least weekly. He/she will also complete and submit an
interim student evaluation halfway thorough the practicum, as well as the final evaluation form. As
part of the learning objectives regarding agency structure and function, and professional roles therein,
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students are expected to attend committee meetings, departmental or other meetings, as assigned by
the field supervisor. Where appropriate, the field supervisor should encourage the student to be an
active participant. The field supervisor should also arrange for an opportunity for the student to make
a presentation to an appropriate audience at the practicum agency. Students should be provided with
appropriate working space, including, at a minimum, desk space, access to a telephone, and a
computer with the necessary software. Students will be provided with a $2500 stipend to support their
living expenses if they have to move/travel to undertake their practicum experience on an as-needed
basis. Our practicum format and content are fully compliant with the current Canadian guidelines
established by the Public Health Agency of Canada. *

Availability of Practicum Placements and Supervisors

Specific commitments from health authorities for practicum placements to date number 16. We
will need that many for our first year. We anticipate more placements from PHSA and many other
public health agencies around the province that we haven't yet approached for a commitment. We will
hire a practicum coordinator in January 2008 to begin the process of arranging potential placements.
Health authorities have requested that practica take place in a staggered fashion throughout the year
to avoid congestion. The practicum coordinator will need to assist students to plan accordingly such
that they may take a practicum, for example. in a winter term and complete their coursework in the
following fall term or as stated earlier, on a part time basis spread over two terms. The School of
Population and Public Health currently has 44 clinical faculty who will be expected to act as practicum
supervisors.
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Required
(27 credits)

Electives
(15 credits)

Number of
Credits

Public Health Practice

SPPH 508 Practicum in Public Health*

v

SPPH 515 Surveillance*

SPPH 520 Communicable disease

SPPH 524 Core Biologic Concepts of Public Health Diseases*

SPPH 525 Issues and Concepts in Public Health*

SPPH 526 Leadership in Public Health*

NNENEN

SPPH 538 Ethics in the Practice of Public Health

Wwww|w(w|o

Research and Evaluation in Public Health

SPPH 400 Statistics for Health Research

SPPH 500 Analytic Methods in Epidemiological Research

SPPH 501 Analysis of Longitudinal Data

<\

SPPH 502 Epidemiological Methods |

SPPH 503 Epidemiological Methods I

SPPH 504 Application of Epidemiological Methods

SPPH 505 Scientific Basis for Epidemiological Thinking

SPPH 509 Genetic Epidemiology*

SPPH 510 Measurement in Health Research

SPPH 512 Design and Analysis of Clinical Trials

SPPH 516 Systematic Reviews

SPPH 518 Mathematical Modelling*

ANESENENENENANANAN

SPPH 519 Qualitative Methods*

SPPH 540 Program Planning and Evaluation

WWWWWW W W WwwWww|w(w|w

Occupational and Environmental Health

SPPH 522/ OCCH 510 Topics in Environmental Health

SPPH 530 Epidemiology of Occupational and Environmental Health

SPPH 531 Occupational & Environmental Exposure Assessment

SPPH 532 Environmental Health Risk Assessment & Communication

SPPH 533 Occupational & Environmental Toxicology

SPPH 535/ OCCH 501 Occupational & Environmental Hygiene

OCCH 502 Chemical and Biological Hazard Measurement

OCCH 503 Chemical and Biological Hazard Control

OCCH 511 Occupational Health and lliness Processes

OCCH 512 Assessment and Analysis of Exposure Data

MECH 505 Industrial and Environmental Acoustics and Vibrations

SNENENENENANANENANANEN

WWWWWWWwWw|w(w

Health Services and Systems

SPPH 541 Economic Evaluation

SPPH 542 Canadian Health Policy

SPPH 543 Health Technology Assessment

SPPH 548 Health Services Research Methods

NESRNEN

Ww|w(w

Social and Lifecourse Determinants of Health

SPPH 511 Cancer Epidemiology

SPPH 521 Socioeconomic Determinants of Global Health

SPPH 523 Global Health & Human/ Security

SPPH 527 Social Determinants of Health*

SPPH 528 Rural and Remote Health*

SPPH 536 Aboriginal People and Public Health: Ethics, Policy and Practice*

SPPH 537 Perinatal Epidemiology*

SPPH 539 Epidemiology of Aging and Chronic Diseases*

SPPH 545 Health Promotion Theory

SPPH 546 Community Health Promotion Practice

SPPH 580 A Injury Prevention

SPPH 580 F Tobacco and Health: From Cells to Society

SNENENENENANANANENENENEN

WWWWWWWw W WwWwWw(w|w

MPH
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Outline of Program for a Typical Student

Term | (Fall) Term Il (Winter) Term lll (Fall)  Term IV (Winter/Summer)
SPPH 502 Epidemiological SPPH 500 Analytic SPPH 526 SPPH 508 Practicum
Methods Methods in Epidemiological Leadership
Research In Public Health
SPPH 400 Statistics for SPPH 540 Program Elective
Health Research Planning and Evaluation
SPPH 525 Issues in Elective Elective
Public Health
SPPH 524 Biology of Elective Elective

Public Health Diseases

Program Format

In the academic year 2008/09 courses will be offered in a traditional classroom format, Monday to
Friday. Beginning in September 2009 a distributed learning format will be introduced as an option in
addition to the currently proposed format. The distributed learning format is designed for public health
professionals who will continue to work during their MPH training and will involve concentrated
academic sessions on campus in addition to distance learning. The current application does not
include course syllabi for courses offered in this format. Approval for these courses will be sought in
a future application to the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Faculty of Medicine.

Student Supervision

Each student, on admission to the program will be assigned a faculty advisor. The student will be
advised by the program director and coordinator, if necessary, as to which faculty would be
appropriate advisors according to the student’s interests, goals and prior experience. Students will
then approach the faculty member to request supervision. It will be the responsibility of the Faculty
Advisor to advise on selection of elective courses, practicum placement and project and to monitor
the student’s progress through the program. The student will be required to meet with their advisor at
least twice per year.

Evaluation of the MPH Degree Program

The Department has a comprehensive system of obtaining student evaluation for curriculum including
course evaluations, surveys of graduating students and annual surveys of alumni. We will strike an
advisory committee to guide the administration of the MPH program during the first two years. The
program will undergo external review every five years. Evaluation components will include review of
process (number of students enrolled and graduating, number and adequacy of practicum
placements, adequacy of administrative and faculty resources including space) impact (course
evaluations, surveys of graduating students, alumni, and practicum supervisors), outcome
(employment status of graduates in relation to career goals) and sustainability (revenue, faculty
evaluation at a retreat facilitated by the Centre for Teaching and Academic Growth), and support from
the public health community as evidenced by the number and quality of practicum settings available
and employer support of enrolled students.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1) New Program

Iltem 06

FACULTY: Medicine

DEPARTMENT: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007
Effective Session: Winter, Term 1

Year: 2008

Date: September 10, 2007

Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: 604.875.2424, local 5415
Email: pjanssen@interchange.ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:
Degree Offered: MPH

MEMBERS:

PROFESSORS

A.H. Anis, M. Barer, C. Black, P. Demers, E.
Frank, J. Frankish, C. Hertzman, A. Kazanjian, S.
Kennedy, R.G. Mathias, M. T. Schechter, S.B.
Sheps, J. Singer, J. Spinelli, K. Teschke, A. Yassi.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

P. Janssen, J. Kopec, A. Levy, C. Lovato, S.A.
Marion, Y. MacNab, D. Patrick, G. Poole, J.A.
Shoveller, B. Sobolev, J. Spiegel.

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

J. Buxton, H. Choi, B. Henry, M. Koehoorn, JF.
Kozak, S. Morgan, M. Naus, S. Peacock, B.
Pourbohloul, P. Spittal, H. Wong.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Master of Public Health (MPH) is designed to
provide graduate education for individuals
currently in public health practice or wishing to
enter the field.

The MPH will provide integrated knowledge and
training in epidemiology, biostatistics,
occupational and environmental health, lifecourse
determinants of health, global health, and health
services and systems.

URL: None for the School of Public and
Population Health as yet.

Present Calendar Entry:
None

Type of Action: New Program

Rationale:

Public Health is defined as the science and art of
preventing disease, health surveillance, prolonging
life and promoting health through the organized
efforts of society. The creation of a public health
degree program will support the development
of core competencies among public health
professionals. These include the ability to provide
core public health services, undertake research to
support public health innovation, conduct
evaluation of the effectiveness of public health
programs, undertake policy development and
program planning and provide of leadership. At
present an MPH degree is not offered at any post-
secondary institution in British Columbia. In many
countries the MPH degree is recognized as the
benchmark academic credential for public health
professionals.

ID for Supporting Documents: MPH

MPH
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

Students must meet the minimum admission
requirements for masters degree programs set by
the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Preference will
be given to applicants who are already working in
relevant disciplines. Students must demonstrate
evidence of ability to manage quantitative
curriculum through provision of scores from the
Graduate Record Exam or equivalent or by a score
of at 76% or more in at least one university
statistics course. For additional information on
eligibility requirements, please visit
www.mph.healthcare.ubc.ca

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

The MPH will be a two year non-thesis degree
consisting of 42 credits: 27 required credits
including 21 course credits and a 6 credit
practicum in addition to 15 elective credits. A
minimum of three academic terms will be required
to complete course requirements and the
practicum. For additional information on program
requirements, please visit
www.mph.healthcare.ubc.ca

CONTACT INFORMATION

The School of Population and Public Health
5804 Fairview Avenue

Vancouver, B.C., Canada V6T-1Z3

Tel: 604 822-2772

Fax: 604- 822-8656

Email: winona.kent@ubc.ca

Web: www.healthcare.ubc.ca

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1) New Course

FACULTY: Medicine

DEPARTMENT: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007
Effective Session: Winter, Term 1

Year: 2008

Date: Sept 24, 2007

Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: (604) 875-2424, ext 5415
Email: pjanssen@interchange.ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 508 (6) MPH Practicum

Includes a significant component of applied
epidemiology and biostatistics in a field
setting.

Prerequisites SPPH 400, 502, 524, and 525.

URL: None for the School of Public and
Population Health as yet.

Present Calendar Entry:
None

Type of Action: New Course
Rationale:

The overall objective is to provide students
with supervised field experience in
community health agencies so as to
integrate the course work and further the
development of practical skills in
community health and epidemiology.

MPH
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form
Change to Course or Program

Faculty: Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007
Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: (604) 875.2424, ext 5415

Email: pjanssen@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 515 (3) Surveillance and Monitoring in

Public Health

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet

Present Calendar Entry: N/A
Type of Action: New Course

Rationale:

Surveillance of disease is a key function of
public health. This is the only course
devoted to this topic.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1)

Faculty of Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007
Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: (604) 875.2424, ext 5415

Email: pjanssen@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 524 (3) Core Biological Concepts of
Public Health Practice

Cell biology, microbiology, molecular science,
genetics, physiology and evolution.

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet

Present Calendar Entry: N/A

Type of Action: New Course

Rationale: At their core, all public health
interventions seek to bring about healthy
change within biological systems.
Understanding the principles operative in
such systems is key to applying all public
health disciplines to practice.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form
Change to Course or Program

Faculty: Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007
Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: (604) 875.2424

Email: pjanssen@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 525 (3) Issues and Concepts in Public
Health

History of public health research and practice;
and occupational and environmental health,
health services and systems, social and
lifecourse determinants of health, and
population health and emerging threats.

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet

Present Calendar Entry: N/A

Type of Action: New Course

Rationale: This course will introduce
students to current issues in the public
health disciplines that are encompassed by
the curriculum in the MPH degree
program.

MPH
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Faculty: Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007
Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: (604) 875.2424, ext 6515

Email: pjanssen@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:
SPPH 526 (3) Leadership in Public Health

Leadership skills; use of information
technologies in leadership; evidence-informed
decision-making; policy development; and
knowledge exchange and translation.

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet

Present Calendar Entry: N/A

Type of Action: New Course

Rationale: This course fills a gap
identified in consultation with persons in
leadership positions in public health in
B.C. It will provide students with the
skills to lead and manage change.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form
Change to Course or Program

Category: (1) New Course

FACULTY: Medicine Date: September 28, 2007
DEPARTMENT: School of Population and | Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Public Health Phone: 604.875.2525, ext. 5415

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007 | Email: pjanssen@interchange.ubc.ca
Effective Session: Winter, Term 1
Year: 2008

Proposed Calendar Entry: URL: None for the School of Public and
Population Health as yet.

SPPH 538 (3) Application of Ethical
Theories in the Practice of Public Health Present Calendar Entry:
None

Type of Action: New Course

Rationale:

The practice of public health presents an
array of ethical challenges. These
dilemmas impact individuals, groups, and
populations. The ability to identify and
address ethical choices is an important tool
in the practice of public health. Whether
deciding which health inequities should be
prioritized for redress, determining the best
allocation of scarce health resources or
whether, how, and to what extent we
should accord personal responsibility for
health outcomes, ethical choices abound in
the practice of public health. Furthermore,
emerging technologies, particularly in the
field of neuroscience, are creating new
public health ethical challenges.

24
MPH



27 February 2008

THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1)

Faculty: Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007
Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: (604) 875.2424

Email: pjanssen@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:
SPPH 509 (3) Genetic Epidemiology

Human genetics and genomics, behavioural,
social and environmental factors in modifying
or influencing genetics in the manifestation of
disease.

Prerequisites: SPPH 502

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet

Present Calendar Entry: N/A
Type of Action: New Course

Rationale:

Epidemiologists are concerned with the
etiology of disease. Mapping of the
human genome has allowed the
proliferation of new methodologies to
study the impact of genetic predisposition
to disease and role of gene-environment
interactions as a causal mechanism in
particular diseases.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1) New Course

FACULTY: Medicine

DEPARTMENT: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007
Effective Session: Winter, Term 1

Year: 2008

Date: Sept 24, 2007

Contact Person: Babak Pourbohloul
Phone: (604) 660-2000

Email: babak.pourbohloul@bccdc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 518 (3) Mathematical Modeling of
Communicable Diseases

Application of mathematical models in
understanding communicable disease
dynamics and control; interpretation of model
outcomes, modeling methods and their
applications.

URL: None for the School of Public and
Population Health as yet.

Present Calendar Entry:
None
Type of Action: New Course

Rationale:

The application of mathematical models to
study the dynamics of infectious diseases in
populations has progressed dramatically
over the past 3 decades. These models have
become important tools to analyze
infections from molecular pathogenesis to
prevention and control measures. This
unique course introduces the basic concepts

and methods in mathematical epidemiology.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1) New Course

FACULTY: Medicine

DEPARTMENT: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007
Effective Session: Winter, Term 1

Year: 2008

Date: September 25, 2007

Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Spittal
Phone: (604) 806.8779

Email: spittal@ mail.hivnet.ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 519 (3) Qualitative Methods in Health
Research Design Purposes, context, procedures
and relationships within qualitative health
research and methodologies.

URL: None for the School of Public and
Population Health as yet.

Present Calendar Entry:
None

Type of Action: New Course

Rationale: This course has been piloted as a
Directed Study (HCEP 580L). A permanent
course in qualitative methods expands the
students’ investigative toolkit. It provides them
knowledge and ability to understand the multitude
of measurement, design, and ethical challenges
related to health social science research and
community-based research.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1) New Course

ry 2008
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FACULTY: Medicine

DEPARTMENT: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007
Effective Session: Winter, Term 1

Year: 2008

Date: Sept 24, 2007

Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: (604) 875-2424, ext 5415
Email: pjanssen@interchange.ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 527 (3) Social Determinants of
Health

URL: None for the School of Public and
Population Health as yet.

Present Calendar Entry:
None

Type of Action: New Course
Rationale:

It is now generally accepted that a variety of
personal, social and economic factors
influence health status. There is, however, still
a great deal of debate about what the specific
or most important influences are, and the
mechanisms or pathways by which health is
either damaged or promoted, and whether and
how these factors can be influenced by public
policy. This course will provide an
introduction to some of the foundational
thinking that has given rise to the concept of
population health and an overview of the
current state of research related to the
determinants of health.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1) New Course

Faculty of Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007

Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen,
ext 5415

Phone: (604) 875.2424, ext 5415

Email: pjanssen@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:
SPPH 528 (3) Rural and Remote Health

Issues and solutions to delivery of health
services to underserved rural populations.

Prerequisite: SPPH 400,502
Co-requisite: SPPH 500

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet
Present Calendar Entry: N/A

Type of Action: New Course

Rationale:

Provision of health care in rural and
remote regions presents significant
challenges to health care planners and
providers and is associated with
suboptimal health outcomes.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1)

Faculty: Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007

Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen,
ext 5415

Phone: (604) 875.2424, ext 5415

Email: pjanssen@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 536 (3) Aboriginal People and Public
Health: Ethics, Policy and Practice

Experience of colonization, Indian Act, the
histories and intergenerational impact of the
residential school, child-welfare systems,
communicable disease prevention, the challenge
of ethical public health practice, and traditional
healing.

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet
Present Calendar Entry: N/A

Type of Action: New Course

Rationale:

Aboriginal people experience disparity
with respect to health outcomes in Canada.
This unique course highlights these
disparities and their origins and discusses
opportunities introduces new approaches
to reduce them. We have consulted with
Dr Evan Adams, Clinical Assistant
Professor in the Department of Family
Practice and Director, Aboriginal Health
Physician Advisor, Office of the
Provincial Health Officer, Ministry of
Health. At least two of the instructors will
be Aboriginal and guest speakers will
include Elders and Aboriginal people with
expertise in health and traditional
knowledge.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1)

Faculty: Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007
Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen
Phone: (604) 875.2424, ext 5415

Email: pjanssen@ubc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:
SPPH 537 (3) Perinatal Epidemiology

Indicators of maternal/newborn well-being
across population subgroups, changing trends in
obstetrical intervention, perinatal morbidity and
the analysis of perinatal data.

Prerequisites: SPPH 502, SPPH 400.
Corequisite: SPPH 500

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet
Present Calendar Entry: N/A

Type of Action: New Course

Rationale:

Maternal/fetal/newborn health is a critical

determinant of the health and demographic
properties of a population.

MPH
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form

Change to Course or Program

Category: (1)

Faculty: Medicine

Department: School of Population and
Public Health

Faculty Approval Date: November 20, 2007

Effective Session: Term 1 Year 2008/09

Date: September 20, 2007
Contact Person: Dr. Jean Kozak
Phone: (604) 806-9468

Email: jkozak@providencehealth.bc.ca

Proposed Calendar Entry:

SPPH 539 (3) Epidemiology of Aging and
Chronic Diseases

Biology of aging, epidemiology of
cardiovascular disease, neoplasms, osteoporosis
and fractures, psychosocial factors and health in
old age, dementias, functional status and
prevention of disease

Prerequisite: SPPH 502, SPPH 524

URL: No URL for SPPH as yet
Present Calendar Entry: N/A
Type of Action: New Course

Rationale:

Care of the elderly is a significant
component of public health. Optimizing
quality of life and functionality in an aging
population will increasingly become a
priority to public health providers.
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F. CONSULTATIONS
Consultations with the following units were conducted:

UBC Library

School of Nursing

Pharmaceutical Sciences

Land and Food Sciences

School of Social Work and Family Studies
College for Interdisciplinary Studies

School of Environmental Health

School of Community and Regional Planning
Institute for Resources, Environment and Sustainability
Institute for Applied Mathematics

Pathology and Laboratory Medicine

Medical Genetics

Centre for Applied Ethics

Chemical and Biological Engineering
Institute of Aboriginal Health

Student Financial Aid and Awards

University of Victoria: Master’'s Program in Studies in Policy and Practice in the
Health and Social Sciences
Simon Fraser University: Health Sciences
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