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March 13, 2009 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re:  English Language Admission Standard – TOEFL (approval) and Enrolment 

Targets 2009/2010 (approval)  
 
a) English Language Admission Standard – Changes to Admissions Calendar Entry –  

(approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on the English Language Admission Standard, effective for undergraduate 
admission to the 2010 Winter Session. The computer-based Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) will no longer be accepted for admission and the minimum internet-based 
TOEFL standard for each of the four exam components (Reading, Writing, Listening and 
Speaking) will be raised by one point, to raise the required minimum composite TOEFL score 
from 86 to 90. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on the English Language 

Admission Standard for undergraduate admission, effective for entry to the 2010 
Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 
b) Enrolment Targets 2009/2010 (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the proposed 
undergraduate enrolment targets for the 2009/2010 academic year for each Faculty, division and 
year level. The attached table shows targets for new and continuing students as both head 
counts and full-time equivalents (FTEs). 
 
The proposed enrolment targets have been reviewed by the Provost & Vice-President Academic 
and the Committee of Deans. 
 
 Motion: That Senate approve the 2009/2010 enrolment targets, as per section 27(2)(r) of  
  the University Act. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. David Fielding 
Chair, Admissions Committee 
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UBC Undergraduate Admissions Proposal Form 
Change to Admission Requirements 

 
SAC Approval Date: Feb. 25, 2009 
Effective Session: 2010 Winter 
Year for change: To be posted to the 
calendar upon approval for the purpose of 
advising prospective students. 

Contact Person: Rosalie Vlaar, Senior Policy 
Analyst, Undergraduate Admissions 
604-822-4240 
rosalie.vlaar@ubc.ca 
 

URL from Web Calendar: http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0 
 
Proposed Table of English Language Proficiency Tests: 

English Language Proficiency Tests 
  Test  Competence Level1  
CAE  Certificate in Advanced English4  B  
CAEL  Canadian Academic English Language assessment  overall 70  
 With the speaking sub-test  60  
CEL  UBC Certificate in English Language2  600  
CELPIP  Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program3  
 CELPIT-A (Academic Reading and Writing)3  4L  
 CELL (Listening)  4L  
 CELTOP (Speaking)  4L  
CPE  Certificate of Proficiency in English4  C  
IELTS  International English Language Testing System 

(Academic)  
6.5 with no part less than 6.0  

MELAB  Michigan English Language Assessment Battery  85 final score, with 3 in the speaking test  
TOEFL  Test of English as a Foreign Language   
 Either the Paper-based test  55  
 With the TWE (Test of Written English)  4.0  
 Or the Computer-based test  22  
 With the essay  4.0  
 Or the Internet-based test Overall Score: 86 90 
  Reading: 21 22 
  Listening: 21 22 
  Writing: 20 21 
  Speaking: 20 21 
1 Unless otherwise stated, the score is the minimum on each part of the examination. Minimum scores must 

be achieved in a single sitting of the test (i.e. scores across multiple instances of a test may not be used 
to satisfy minimum component requirements). Tests taken more than two years prior to application for 
admission will not be considered. 

2 See the UBC English Language Institute for further details.  

3 From UBC's Applied Research and Evaluation Services (ARES). The Canadian English Language Proficiency 
Index Test — Academic (CELPIT-A) portion of this test satisfies the Language Proficiency Index (LPI) 
requirement for first-year English courses at UBC with a score of at least 5 on the essay section. 

4 Administered by the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations organization.  
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Type of Action:  
 
Raise the minimum internet-based TOEFL standard for undergraduate admission. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
An English Language Admission Standard (ELAS) Working Group was established by the Senate Admissions 
Committee in December 2008. This Working Group examined how undergraduate students satisfy ELAS and where 
minimum standards might be tightened to increase the likelihood of admitting students performing well in UBC’s 
English language environment.  This review was conducted in response to feedback from various sectors of the 
university community that the current English Language Admission Standards are too low. 
 
The working group closely examined how undergraduate students satisfy the ELAS requirement for undergraduate 
admission and how they subsequently perform at UBC, identifying those policies under which admitted students 
performed less well than others and that might benefit from review. This exercise led, in part, to a closer examination 
of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). 
 
The ELAS Working Group examined each of the TOEFL tests currently listed as approved for undergraduate 
admission to UBC; paper-based, computer-based and internet-based and makes the following three 
recommendations: 
 

1) that the computer-based TOEFL no longer be accepted for admission, and 
2) that UBC’s raise the minimum internet-based TOEFL standard for undergraduate admission slightly – by 

one point for each of the component areas in reading, writing, listening and speaking, and from a minimum 
composite score of 86 to 90. 

 
Rationale: 
 
1) The final administration of the computer-based TOEFL was in September 2006. Test results are valid for only 

two years from the testing date, during which time examinees can request official score reports be sent to 
institutions. As the two-year window has now passed, official results are no longer available and the computer-
based TOEFL can no longer be used for admission to UBC. It is therefore recommended that this test be 
removed from the list of UBC-approved English Language Proficiency Tests. 

 
2) The internet-based TOEFL is the test of English as a foreign language that is most frequently presented by 

undergraduate applicants to the university. As a result, this test came under the closest scrutiny, including 
detailed data analysis, consideration of component and composite scores, comparison with peer institutions, and 
the potential impact of raising the minimum standard on undergraduate enrolment. 
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To: Senate 

 
From: Ashley Lambert-Maberly, Senior Analyst, PAIR 
 
Re: 2009/10 Academic Year Domestic Enrolment Plan 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2009/10 Plan: 
 
Since 2003/04, UBC Vancouver has maintained constant domestic undergraduate 
enrolment, and we will continue to do so in 2009/10 by enrolling 28,679 undergraduate 
FTEs.   We will achieve this target if we admit 11,396 new (or new to program) students, 
a slightly lower intake than in the previous year (see attached tables). 
 
We anticipate a headcount of approximately 32,929 undergraduate students as of 
November 1st; headcounts are always higher than FTE enrolment due to the number of 
students taking less than a full course load. 
 
We hope to achieve 7,470 graduate FTEs at UBC Vancouver, which is the sum of 
2006/07 FTE (6,411) plus the incremental growth funded by the Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Labour Market Development.   
 
We have worked in consultation with Deans of the admitting Faculties to determine at 
what number and at which year level we may admit new undergraduate students, and 
targets for programs by year level reflect these decisions.     
 
2008/09 Actuals: 
 
In 2008/09 we achieved 28,881 undergraduate FTEs (slightly above our target), and 
7,116 graduate FTEs (slightly below our target).   
 
At present UBC Vancouver’s internal targets are not congruent with the Ministry’s 
targets, as we have reallocated undesignated undergraduate growth to graduate growth, 
and despite this reallocation we continue to maintain a large quantity of unfunded 
graduate FTEs.  Consequently, though we have certainly achieved our internal target, we 
appear to exceed the Ministry’s target for UBC Vancouver by 5.2%. 
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University of British Columbia
Note:  New = "New to UBC" or "New to Program"
Domestic (non-ISI) Undergraduate Enrolment Plan and Actuals

2008W 
Plan

2008W 
Actuals

New New New Cont Total New Cont Total

HC HC HC HC HC FTE FTE FTE

FACULTY DIVISION Year Lvl 2008/09 2008/09 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10
AGSC/LFS BSGR 1 -          

2 26           11           26           1             27 23 1 24
3 9             11           11           12           23 10 8 18
4 2             1             40           40 0 27 27

BSCA/BSGR Total 37           23           37           53           90 34 35 69
BSFN 1 193         181         153         27           180 134 15 149
(new from 2 58           39           58           164         222 44 131 174
 FNSC) 3 31           16           31           164         195 26 131 157

4 -          2             189         189 0 141 141
5 38           38 0 29 29

BSFN Total 282         238         242         582         824 204 446 651
BSAG 1 39           38           29           10           39 25 6 31
(new to 2 11           3             13           20           33 10 18 28
 2000W) 3 1             5             20           20 0 17 17

4 1             28           28 0 21 21
BSAG Total 52           46           42           78           120 35 62 97
Other Total 12           8             8             8 4 0 4

AGSC Total 383         315         329         713         1,042      276 544 820
APSC BASC 1 649         637         649         46           695 607 27 634

2 157         175         157         611         768 142 525 667
3 28           27           28           996         1,024 29 874 903
4 -          814         814 0 683 683
5 -          69           69 0 55 55

Engineer Total 834         839         834         2,537      3,371 778 2,164 2,943
BEND 1 0
(new to 2 0
 2003W) 3 21           20           22           2             24 22 1 23

4 1             -          23           23 0 19 19
BEND Total 22           20           22           25           47           22 20 42
Nursing 1 -          0
BSN 2 -          0

3 117         91           90           75           165 74 56 130
4 89           89 0 43 43

BSN Total 117         91           90           164         254 74 99 173
Nursing PRN -          6             6 0 0 0
PRN Total -          6             6 0
Total Nursing 117         91           90           170         260 74 99 173
Other Total 62           59           59           59 28 0 28

APSC Total 1,035      1,009      1,005      2,732      3,737      902 2,283 3,185
ARTS Arts 1 1,760      1,798      1,680      423         2,103 1,501 311 1,813

2 473         507         451         1,386      1,837 349 1,148 1,497
3 494         475         405         2,099      2,504 322 1,649 1,971
4 -          21           2,539      2,539 0 1,723 1,723

Arts Total 2,727      2,801      2,536      6,447      8,983 2,172 4,832 7,004
Diploma Total 15           15           14           29 9 5 13
FineArts 2 15           18           15           1             16 12 1 13

3 39           46           39           22           61 33 19 53
4 -          3             -          71           71 0 46 46

FineArts Total 54           67           54           94           148 45 66 112

2009W Plan
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2008W 
Plan

2008W 
Actuals

New New New Cont Total New Cont Total

HC HC HC HC HC FTE FTE FTE

FACULTY DIVISION Year Lvl 2008/09 2008/09 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10

2009W Plan

Music 1 41           50           41           1             42 40 0 40
2 13           12           13           42           55 10 40 50
3 17           17           17           47           64 17 43 60
4 -          80           80 0 61 61

Music Total 71           79           71           170         241 66 144 210
Other Total 310         276         276         14           290 153 5 158
SocWork 1 30           28           30           3             33 27 1 29

2 42           42 0 29 29
SocWork Total 30           28           30           45           75 27 30 57

ARTS Total 3,192      3,266      2,982      6,784      9,766 2,473 5,082 7,555
COMM Comm 1 307         331         395         7             402 376 4 381

2 183         226         140         306         446 135 286 421
3 92           114         80           537         617 75 475 550
4 681         681 0 435 435

Comm Total 582         671         615         1,532      2,147 587 1,200 1,787
BBRE all 5             3             8 1 1 1
BBRE Total 9             5             5             3             8 1 1 1
Diploma all 652         853         1,505 231 150 381
Diploma Total 652         652         853         1,505 231 150 381
Other Total 916         201         112         -          112 56 0 56

COMM Total 1,507      1,529      1,473      2,523      3,996 874 1,351 2,225
DENT DentSci 1 28           24           28           6             34 22 4 25

2 17           17 0 16 16
3 20           33           20           22           42 6 8 15
4 36           42           36           78           114 9 23 32

DentSci Total 84           99           84           123         207 37 50 87
DMD 1 38           42           38           38 38 0 38

2 41           41 0 41 41
3 10           13           10           40           50 10 40 50
4 54           54 0 54 54

DMD Total 48           55           48           135         183 48 135 183
Other Total 1             2             2 0 1 1
Resident Total 13           13           13           2             15 13 2 15

DENT Total 146         167         145         262         407 98 188 286
EDUC BEDE all 397         124         521 486 92 578

BEDE Total 397         391         397         124         521 486 92 578
BEDM all 19           36           36 46 0 46
BEDM Total 36           19           36           36 46 0 46
BEDN all 0
BEDN Total -          0 0 0
BEDS all 340         27           367 469 14 484
BEDS Total 340         320         340         27           367 469 14 484
Diploma all 177         269         446 48 57 105
Diploma Total 177         177         269         446 48 57 105
HKIN 1 125         137         135         8             143 118 5 123

2 26           29           30           105         135 26 95 121
3 63           67           60           145         205 48 119 168
4 1             1             275         275 0 204 204

HKIN Total 215         234         225         533         758         192 423 615
Other Total 274         81           81           42           123 29 7 36

EDUC Total 1,262      1,351      1,256      995         2,251      1,270 594 1,864
FRST BSCF 1 15           0

2 1             0
3 1             0
4 0

BSCF Total 17           0
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2008W 
Plan

2008W 
Actuals

New New New Cont Total New Cont Total

HC HC HC HC HC FTE FTE FTE

FACULTY DIVISION Year Lvl 2008/09 2008/09 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10

2009W Plan

BSCN 1 52           65           70           11           81 60 9 69
2 1             6             5             19           24 4 16 21
3 1             2             1             51           52 1 42 43
4 49           49 0 35 35

BSCN Total 54           73           76           130         206         65 102 167
BSF 1 62           30           30           15           45 25 12 36

2 5             1             5             16           21 5 14 19
3 1             1             1             20           21 1 17 17
4 1             35           35 0 27 27

BSF Total 68           33           36           86           122 31 69 100
BSCW 1 26           26           26           9             35 22 6 27

2 -          4             -          22           22 0 16 16
3 1             1             15           16 0 12 12
4 20           20 0 16 16

BSCWTotal 27           30           27           66           93 22 50 71
BSFS 1 13           15           9             24 12 8 19

2 1             1             2 0 1 1
3 1             1             3             4 0 2 2
4 8             8 0 5 5

BSFS Total 14           17           21           38 12 16 27
Other Total 13           10           10           10 6 0 6

FRST Total 179         160         166         303         469         136 236 372
LAW Law 1 171         172         171         4             175 170 2 172

2 4             3             4             167         171 4 179 183
3 193         193 0 172 172

Law Total 175         175         175         364         539 174 353 527
Other Total 56           4             51           -          51 30 0 30

LAW Total 231         226         226         364         590 203 353 556
MEDI MD 1 253         253         253         2             255 253 2 255

2 1             1             251         252 1 251 252
3 249         249 0 249 249
4 214         214 0 214 214

MD Total 253         254         254         716         970 254 716 970
MedLab 3 24           20           20           20 20 0 20

4 21           21 0 17 17
MedLab Total 24           20           20           21           41 20 17 37
Other Total 4             4             4             4             8 1 1 1
Resident Total 311         302         302         729         1,031 302 729 1,031
Midwifery BMW 1 10           6             6             6 3 0 3

2 5             5             6             11 3 4 7
3 16           16 0 16 16
4 11           11 0 10 10

Midwifery all 11           11           33           44           6 31 37
Midwifery Total 10           11           11           33           44 6 31 37

MEDI Total 602         591         591         1,503      2,094 583 1,493 2,076
PHAR Pharmacy 1 142         152         152         1             143 112 1 113

2 152         152 0 123 123
3 149         149 0 135 135
4 159         159 0 136 136

Pharmacy Total 142         152         152         461         613 112 394 506
Resident/Other all 0
Resident Total 22           29           29           29 29 0 29

PHAR Total 164         181         171         461         642 141 394 535
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2008W 
Plan

2008W 
Actuals

New New New Cont Total New Cont Total

HC HC HC HC HC FTE FTE FTE

FACULTY DIVISION Year Lvl 2008/09 2008/09 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10 2009/10

2009W Plan

SCIE Diploma all 2             2             2 2 0 2
Diploma Total 2             2             2 2 0 2
Other Total 79           90           90           4             94 48 2 49

Science (BSC) 1 1,307      1,332      1,400      158         1,558 1,438 122 1,560
2 414         339         300         1,355      1,655 236 1,189 1,425
3 78           75           78           1,361      1,439 64 1,161 1,225
4 2             1,492      1,492 0 1,165 1,165

BSC Total 1,799      1,748      1,778      4,366      6,144 1,738 3,637 5,375
BCS 2-3 25           20           25           9             34 21 6 27

4 -          38           38 0 25 25
BCS Total 25           20           25           47           72 20 30 51

SCIE Total 1,903      1,860      1,895      4,417      6,312 1,808 3,669 5,477
UNCL Total all 0
Other/UNKN Total all 1,226      1,157      1,157      467         1,624 379 91 470
Grand Total 11,830 11,700 11,396 21,523 32,929 9,143 16,278 25,421

apply Oct/Mar ratio: 25,191
add summer: 3,488

28,679

03/04 normal load FTE: 28,656
forecast - target: 23
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