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Sept. 4, 2009 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re: Academic Leave (approval) 
 Calendar Change on Admission (Applicants Following the BC/Yukon 

Secondary School Curriculum) (approval) 
Calendar Change on Admission (Applicants from a College or University)  
(approval) 

 Routing of Admission Appeals (information) 
 
e) Academic Leave (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on Academic Leave. Students in good academic standing may take an academic 
leave of up to one year and maintain eligibility to register in the following Winter Session. For 
example, a student in good academic standing after completing the 2008/2009 Winter Session 
would automatically be eligible to register for the 2009 Summer, 2009/2010 Winter, 2010 Summer 
and 2010/2011 Winter sessions. 
 
 Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on Academic Leave. 
 
 

f) Calendar Change on Admission – Applicants Following the BC/Yukon Secondary School 
Curriculum (approval)(circulated) 

 
 The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 

calendar entry on Applicants Following the BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum. Applicants 
can satisfy the Grade 11 mathematics admission requirement by completing Principles of 
Mathematics 11, Pre-Calculus 11 or Foundations of Mathematics 12. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the proposed changes to admission requirements for 

applicants following the BC/Yukon secondary school curriculum, effective for entry 
to the 2013 Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 

g) Calendar Change on Admission – Applicants from a College or University 
(approval)(circulated) 

 
The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on Applicants from a College or University. Applicants with unsatisfactory 
standing, as designated by a prior post-secondary institution, within their most recently attempted 
24-30 UBC-transferable credits will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis and may not be 
admissible. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on Applicants from a College or 

University.  
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h) Routing of Admission Appeals (information)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee presents for information a document outlining the process for 
adjudication of admission appeals. The Vancouver Senate has delegated to the Committee the 
authority to review and rule on appeals related to admission, re-admission and transfer to the 
University.  
 
The attached document outlines undergraduate admission policies applicable to three main 
applicant groups; applicants from secondary school, post-secondary transfer students and current 
UBC students who wish to transfer faculty or program. Applicants refused admission to the 
University on the basis of the policies outlined in the document may appeal the refusal to the 
Committee. The Committee has reviewed the applicable admission policies for each applicant 
group and determined which appeals must be adjudicated by the Committee and which can be 
referred to a Dean (or designate) for decision. Generally, appeals requiring the waiver of a 
University minimum admission requirement are adjudicated by the Committee. Appeals requiring 
the waiver of a program/faculty admission requirement, i.e., a competitive average for admission 
to a program, may be referred to a Dean (or designate) for decision.  A negative decision by the 
Dean may then be appealed to the Committee as a whole.                                 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. David Fielding 
Chair, Admissions Committee 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Calendar Change Proposal Form 
 

Effective Session: Policy currently in 
effect. 
Year for change: To be posted to the 
calendar upon Senate approval for the 
purpose of advising students. 

Contact Person:  
Rosalie Vlaar, Senior Policy Analyst 
Undergraduate Admissions 
604-822-4240 
rosalie.vlaar@ubc.ca 

URL from Web Calendar: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=3,289,0,0  

URL from Web Calendar: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=3,289,0,0  

  
Proposed Calendar Entry:  Present Calendar Entry:  

  
Homepage > Policies and Regulations > 

Academic Leave 

UBC students in good academic standing 

may, in most programs, take an 

academic leave (time away from UBC 

studies) of up to one year.  For 

example, a student in good academic 

standing after completing the 

2008/09 Winter Session would 

automatically be eligible to register 

for the 2009 Summer, 2009/10 

Winter, 2010 Summer, and 2010/11 

Winter sessions.  

Students in some programs are required 

to seek permission for an academic leave 

prior to departing. Please consult the 

appropriate section of the UBC Calendar 

for information regarding the possibility 

of taking a leave from your faculty or 

program. 

Before taking leave, all students are 

advised to discuss their plans with an 

academic advisor in their faculty or 

school. Students who wish to study at 

another institution while on leave 

are required to obtain a Letter of 

Homepage > Policies and Regulations > 

Academic Leave 

Students in good academic standing may 

take an academic leave of up to two 

consecutive Winter Sessions. Before 

taking leave, all students are advised 

to discuss their plans with an 

academic advisor in their faculty or 

school. Students in cohort-based or 

limited enrolment programs are 

required to seek permission for an 

academic leave prior to departing, due 

to a limited ability to accommodate 

leaves in such programs (e.g., 

Commerce and Medicine). Please 

consult the appropriate section of the 

UBC Calendar for information regarding 

taking a leave from your faculty or 

program. 

Students with student loans or 

scholarships are advised to consult the 

Student Financial Assistance and Awards 

Office prior to taking a leave, as there 

may be financial implications. 

Students in good academic standing in 

their last session at UBC but who have 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

not registered at UBC for more than two 

consecutive Winter Sessions must 

apply to re-enter their academic program 

of study. Readmission is not guaranteed. 

Students who are readmitted will be 

governed by the academic regulations 

and program requirements in effect at 

the time of readmission to the University 

and are advised to consult an academic 

advisor. 

 

Permission <<hyperlink to Letter of 

Permission policy at 

http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind

ex.cfm?tree=3,47,0,0 >> in advance. 

Students with student loans or 

scholarships are advised to consult the 

Student Financial Assistance and Awards 

Office prior to taking a leave, as there 

may be financial implications. 

Students in good academic standing in 

their last session at UBC but who have 

not registered at UBC for more than one 

Winter Session must apply to re-enter 

their academic program of study. 

Readmission is not guaranteed. Students 

who are readmitted will be governed by 

the academic regulations and program 

requirements in effect at the time of 

readmission to the University and are 

advised to consult an academic advisor. 

URL from Web Calendar: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,273,0,0  

URL from Web Calendar: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,273,0,0  

  
Proposed Calendar Entry:  Present Calendar Entry:  
  

  
Homepage > Admissions > 

Readmission 

Homepage > Admissions > 

Readmission 

Currently attending UBC students who 
wish to change faculties or apply for 
readmission to a new faculty must meet 
the University minimum average of 60% 
or 2.0 grade point average. Some 
programs may require a competitive 
admission average. 

Currently attending UBC students who 

wish to change faculties or apply for 

readmission to a new faculty must meet 

the University minimum average of 60% 

or 2.0 grade point average. Some 

programs may require a competitive 

admission average. 

 

You may qualify for academic leave 
and be automatically eligible to 
register at UBC if you have been 
away from your program for less 
than one academic year. Please see 

Students who have previously attended 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

the policy on academic leave 
<<hyperlink to the page on acadmic 
leave, above>> for more information. 

UBC and who are no longer 

automatically eligible to register may 

apply for readmission online at the 

Student Service Centre. There is a non-

refundable $60.00 application fee for all 

readmission applications. Students who 

have attended any post-secondary 

institution(s) since last in attendance at 

UBC will be required to submit a 

transcript(s) and must qualify for 

readmission. Please see readmission and 

academic leave for more information. 

Type of Action:  
• Clarify original intent of policy and 

language regarding automatic eligibility 
to register for undergraduate programs, 
including an example. 

• Revised calendar entry also provides 
information about Letter of Permission, 
should a student wish to take courses 
elsewhere while on Academic Leave. 

 

 
Students who have previously attended 
UBC and who are no longer automatically 
eligible to register <<note, hyperlink has 
been removed>> may apply for 
readmission online at the Student 
Service Centre. There is a non-
refundable $60.00 application fee for all 
readmission applications. To qualify for 
readmission, students who are not 
eligible for academic leave and who 
have attended another post-
secondary institution since last 
attending UBC will be required to 
submit transcripts for assessment. 

Please see the website on readmission 
and academic leave for more 
information. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Calendar Change Proposal Form 
 

Senate Admissions Committee Approval 
Date: Aug. 26, 2009 
Effective Session: Effective for 2013 
admission to UBC; however, information 
to be published as soon after approval as 
possible to advise high school students and 
counselors for course planning purposes. 
Year for change: To be posted to the 
calendar upon approval for the purpose of 
advising prospective students. 

Contact Person: Richard Anstee,  
Professor, Mathematics Department 
604 822-6105   
anstee@math.ubc.ca

URL from Web Calendar:  
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,22,63,0
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 

Applicants Following the BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum > Admission 
Requirements 

The minimum academic qualification for admission is secondary school graduation from a 
recognized secondary school, including the following Grade 11 and 12 courses: 

Grade  Required Courses1  
Grade 12  English 12 or English 12 First Peoples  

 Three additional approved examinable Grade 12 courses1  

Grade 11  English 11  

 Principles of Mathematics 11, Pre-Calculus 11 or 
Foundations of Mathematics 12  

 Civic Studies 11 or Social Studies 11  

At least one approved Science 112   

An approved Language 113   
1 Or approved equivalent International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, or Post-

secondary course. See the table Specific Program Requirements for Applicants Following 
the BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum and the sections titled Advanced Placement 
and International Baccalaureate Courses Approved to Satisfy Pre-requisites and Post-
Secondary Course Credits that Count Toward High School Graduation.  

2 See the table Specific Program Requirements for Applicants following the BC/Yukon 
Secondary School Curriculum for programs requiring two Science courses at the Grade 
11 level.  

3 A beginner's Language 11 does not satisfy this requirement.  

The admission average will be calculated on English 12, or English 12 First Peoples, and the three 
additional approved examinable Grade 12 courses, or the equivalent. 

A minimum average of 67% is required for admission to all programs. However, due to limited 
enrolment, a higher average is required in most programs. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Applicants who, because of administrative difficulties in their school or because they have a 
physical, sensory, or specific learning disability, cannot present the courses as required, may be 
excused a specific admissions course requirement. Supporting documentation sent by the principal 
of the school concerned is required. 

All courses must be completed by June. Summer school courses or grades obtained in supplemental 
examinations will not be considered. 

Beginning in 2009, applicants will only be required to write the final examinations offered by the BC 
Ministry of Education (BC Provincial Examinations) that are required for graduation. For admission 
decisions, BC Provincial Examination results will be used if the examination result increases the 
applicant’s admission average. 

Approved Examinable Grade 12 Courses  
BC First Nations Studies 12  

Biology 12  

Chemistry 12  

English Literature 12  

English 12  

Français Langue 12 or French 12  

Geography 12  

Geology 12  

German 12  

History 12  

Japanese 12  

Mandarin 12  

Principles of Mathematics 12 or Pre-Calculus 12  

Physics 12  

Punjabi 12  

Spanish 12  

Approved courses offered in French will also be accepted. (Français 12 is not accepted in place of 
English 12.) 

[…] 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
URL from Web Calendar:  
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,22,63,0
 
Present Calendar Entry:  

Applicants Following the BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum > Admission 
Requirements 

The minimum academic qualification for admission is secondary school graduation from a 
recognized secondary school, including the following Grade 11 and 12 courses: 

Grade  Required Courses1  
Grade 12  English 12 or English 12 First Peoples  

 Three additional approved examinable Grade 12 courses1  

Grade 11  English 11  

 Principles of Mathematics 11  

 Civic Studies 11 or Social Studies 11  

 At least one approved Science 112  

 An approved Language 113  
1 Or approved equivalent International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, or Post-

secondary course. See the table Specific Program Requirements for Applicants Following 
the BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum and the sections titled Advanced Placement 
and International Baccalaureate Courses Approved to Satisfy Pre-requisites and Post-
Secondary Course Credits that Count Toward High School Graduation.  

2 See the table Specific Program Requirements for Applicants following the BC/Yukon 
Secondary School Curriculum for programs requiring two Science courses at the Grade 
11 level.  

3 A beginner's Language 11 does not satisfy this requirement.  

The admission average will be calculated on English 12, or English 12 First Peoples, and the three 
additional approved examinable Grade 12 courses, or the equivalent. 

A minimum average of 67% is required for admission to all programs. However, due to limited 
enrolment, a higher average is required in most programs. 

Applicants who, because of administrative difficulties in their school or because they have a 
physical, sensory, or specific learning disability, cannot present the courses as required, may be 
excused a specific admissions course requirement. Supporting documentation sent by the principal 
of the school concerned is required. 

All courses must be completed by June. Summer school courses or grades obtained in supplemental 
examinations will not be considered. 

Beginning in 2009, applicants will only be required to write the final examinations offered by the BC 
Ministry of Education (BC Provincial Examinations) that are required for graduation. For admission 
decisions, BC Provincial Examination results will be used if the examination result increases the 
applicant’s admission average. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 

 

Approved Examinable Grade 12 Courses  
BC First Nations Studies 12  

Biology 12  

Chemistry 12  

English Literature 12  

English 12  

Français Langue 12 or French 12  

Geography 12  

Geology 12  

German 12  

History 12  

Japanese 12  

Mandarin 12  

Principles of Mathematics 12  

Physics 12  

Punjabi 12  

Spanish 12  
1 For further information refer to UBC-SFU-UVIC-UNBC Calculus Examination Certificate. 

Approved courses offered in French will also be accepted. (Français 12 is not accepted in place of 
English 12.) 

[…] 
 
Type of Action: Modifications to UBC’s general admission criteria based on new BC high school 
mathematics curriculum 
 
Rationale:  The purpose of these changes is to align UBCs general admission criteria with the 
new mathematics curriculum in the Province of British Columbia that begins implementation in 
2010 for the new Grade 10 courses, 2011 for the Grade 11 courses, and 2012 for the Grade 12 
courses. 
 
This new curriculum is the result of the adoption of a common curriculum framework for 
mathematics in Western and Northern Canada. Details of the new curriculum are available online 
at http://www.wncp.ca/media/38771/math10to12.pdf.  
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Calendar Change Proposal Form 
 

Approval Date:  
Effective Session: Effective immediately 
Year for change: To be posted to the 
calendar upon approval for the purpose of 
advising prospective students. 

Date: August 26, 2009 
Contact Person: Rosalie Vlaar, Senior 
Policy Analyst, Undergraduate Admissions 
Phone: 822-4240 
Email: rosalie.vlaar@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants from a 

College or University > Introduction 

Applicants with prior credit from a recognized 

degree program will be admitted on satisfaction 

of the appropriate admission requirement as 

outlined below. Courses successfully completed 

in prior study, where appropriate, may satisfy 

requirements of the program of study to which 

an applicant is admitted. 

Applicants with unsatisfactory standing 

designated by a prior post-secondary 

institution within their most recent 24-30 

UBC-transferable credits will be reviewed 

on a case-by-case basis and may be 

inadmissible. Definitions of unsatisfactory 

standing that can result in non-admission 

include cases in which a student is no 

longer eligible to enroll at their institution 

or is on academic probation, typically due 

to poor academic performance. 

[…] 

Present Calendar Entry:  
 
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants from a 

College or University > Introduction 

Applicants with prior credit from a recognized 

degree program will be admitted on satisfaction 

of the appropriate admission requirement as 

outlined below. Courses successfully completed 

in prior study, where appropriate, may satisfy 

requirements of the program of study to which 

an applicant is admitted. 

Applicants with unsatisfactory standing at 

a college or another university will not be 

admitted. 

[…] 

URL from Web Calendar: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,25,72,0  
Type of Action: Language to clarify the policy 
regarding transfer applicants who are not in 
good standing. 
Rationale:  The current calendar language on 
transfer from a college or university implies that 
a student who has unsatisfactory standing at 
any prior college or university is not eligible for 
admission to UBC – this is not the case. 
Rather, it is the standing on the most recently 
attempted 24-30 transferable credits that is 
considered for admission. In addition, the 
language does not acknowledge that there are 
many different definitions of “unsatisfactory 
standing” and that UBC will apply discretion in 
determining which will make an applicant 
ineligible for transfer. 
 
This is not a policy change but, rather, 
clarification of policy language in the interest of 
transparency for prospective transfer students. 
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Practice on Admission Appeals Involving Dean's Discretion
Approved by the Senate Admissions Committee on August 26, 2009

Applicant 
Group Policy Description

Discretion to 
Waive on 
Appeal?

SAC Approval 
Required?

All High 
School

Minimum admission 
average of 67% A minimum admission average of 67% is required for admission to all programs No Yes

All High 
School High school graduation A minimum academic qualification for admission is secondary school graduation No Yes

BC High 
School

BC - 4 academic 
subjects

The admission average will be calculated for BC High School Applicants on English 12 
and the three additional approved Grade 12 courses. No Yes

All Other      
High School

Others - min. # academic 
subjects

The admission average will be calcuated on the minimum number of required courses 
for each educational jurisdiction. No Yes

BC High 
School 5 Grade 11 subjects

Grade 11 subjects for BC High school applicants…English 11, Principles of Math 11, 
Social Studies 11 or First Nations 12, at  least one approved Science 11, an approved 
Language 11.

Waive one 
course only

Missing two or more 
or if appealed 

beyond the Faculty

All High 
School

English Language 
Admission Standard 
(ELAS)

All applicants regardless of country of origin or of citizenship status, will be required to 
demonstrate English language proficiency via one of the prescribed ELAS mechanisms. No*

Only if appealed 
beyond 

Undergraduate 
Admissions

All High 
School

Recognized/Accredited 
Institution

The minimum academic qualification for admission is secondary school graduation from 
a recognized secondary school Yes

Only if appealed 
beyond Faculty

All High 
School Program Requirements Specific Program Requirements (beyond general admission requirements) Yes

Only if appealed 
beyond Faculty

All High 
School Competitive Average

Successful candidates must present a competitive admission average and/or 
combination of average and BBA criteria Yes

Only if appealed 
beyond Faculty

* There is a published policy for waiver of  ELAS requirements published in the calendar and administered by Undergraduate 
Admissions
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Practice on Admission Appeals Involving Dean's Discretion
Approved by the Senate Admissions Committee on August 26, 2009

Applicant 
Group Policy Description

Deans 
Discretion to 

Waive on 
Appeal?

SAC Approval 
Required?

Post- 
Secondary

Minimum average of 2.0 
or 60%

The minimum academic standing to qualify for admission as a transfer students is 
successful completion of at least 24 transferable credits with a "C" average (60% where 
50% is a passing grade), or a grade point average of 2.0 on a 4-point scale. No Yes

Post-
Secondary Unsatisfactory Standing

A student with an unsatisfactory standing at a college or another university may be 
inadmissible. No Yes

Blended 
Sec/Psec 
Admission

High school and Post-
sec evaluation <24 cr.

Applicants presenting fewer than 24 credits  are evaluated on the basis of both final 
secondary school grades and the partial post-secondary studies completed. Yes

Only if appealed 
beyond Faculty

Post-
Secondary

Accredited/Recognized 
Institution

The basis of admission as a transfer student must be from study at a UBC-recognized 
institution (not all institutions are accredited and not all accreditation meets UBC 
standards for admission and transfer) Yes

Only if appealed 
beyond Faculty

Post-
Secondary

English Language 
Admission Standard 
(ELAS)

All applicants regardless of country of origin or of citizenship status, will be required to 
demonstrate English language proficiency prior to admission. No*

Only if appealed 
beyond 

Undergraduate 
Admissions

Post-
Secondary Program Requirements Specific program admission requirements Yes

Only if appealed 
beyond Faculty

Post-
Secondary Competitive Average Competitive admission requirement Yes

Only if appealed 
beyond Faculty

Applicant 
Group Policy Description

Discretion to 
Waive?

SAC Approval 
Required?

UBC Students 
Program 
Transfers

Minimum 2.0 to transfer 
programs

Currently attending UBC students who wish to change faculties or apply for re-admission 
to a new faculty must meet the University minimum average of 60% or 2.0 grade point 
average.  Some programs may require a competitive admission average. Yes

Only if appealed 
beyond Faculty

* There is a published policy for waiver of  ELAS requirements published in the calendar and administered by Undergraduate 
Admissions

Vancouver Senate 16 Sept 2009
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