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Sept. 4, 2009 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Tributes Committee 
 
Subject: Memorial Minutes 
 
The Tributes Committee has prepared memorial minutes for the following individuals: 
 
 
Dr. William C. Gibson 
Mr. Gerald Podersky-Cannon 
 
 
Motion: That Senate approve the Memorial Minutes for Dr. William C. Gibson and Mr. Gerald 
Podersky-Cannon, that they be entered into the Minutes of Senate and copies be sent to the 
family of the deceased.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. Sally Thorne, Chair 
Senate Tributes Committee 
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Dr. William C. Gibson 

 
Widely regarded as one of Canada’s most distinguished academic physicians, Dr. William Gibson 
had a life-long love of all aspects of medicine. After completing his medical studies at McGill 
University and a doctorate at Oxford University, he returned to UBC in 1950 as a researcher and 
clinical Associate Professor. Soon after, he was named Director of the Kinsmen Laboratory for 
Neurological Science. Dr. Gibson served as the President of the UBC Alumni Association Board 
and the Faculty Association, was the former Assistant to the President of UBC on University 
Development and a lifetime friend of the University. 
 
From 1960 to 1978, he served as a professor and Head of the History of Medicine and Science 
Department. During his 18 years of service to the Senate, Dr. Gibson represented both the 
Faculties of Graduate Studies and Medicine.  
 
Dr. William Gibson was a key figure in the development of the Faculty of Medicine at UBC and 
the establishment of the Woodward Biomedical Library, considered by him to be one of his 
proudest achievements.  
 
Outside of the university community, he mobilized support for the construction of the Stanley Park 
seawall and the Van Dusen Botanical Gardens. He planted a seedling in the courtyard of 
Victoria’s Royal Jubilee Hospital that came from the plane tree under which Hippocrates taught 
his medial students on the isle of Cos in Greece. During the second world war, Dr. Gibson served 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force, and afterward, was named RCAF Deputy Director of Medical 
Research in the clinical investigations unit where was he was responsible for the physiological 
training of Canadian air crews. 
 
Amongst his many achievements and awards are a BC Centennial Medal granted in 1967 and an 
honorary Doctorate of Science, conferred by the University in 1978.  Dr. Gibson was also the 
recipient of the Queen’s Jubilee Medal and was named to the Order of Canada in 2002. 
 
 

Mr. Gerald Podersky-Cannon 
 

In the death Gerald Podersky-Cannon, the Senate and the University lost a devoted member and 
friend. Gerry graduated from the University with a Bachelor of Arts in 1970 and a Master of Arts in 
1979. As a representative of the Convocation, Gerry served on the Vancouver Senate from 1997 
to 2002, returning in 2008.  
 
He was active in his community and its political life as a member of the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors and served on the board of the Kinesis Dance Troupe, the Canadian Club and the 
Canadian Council of Africa, among many other organizations. Gerry developed a world wide 
network of friends from experiences in England, the Yukon and Africa and from his varied 
business associations at Vancouver City Hall, Price Waterhouse Coopers, BC Hydro, Lightwave 
Medical Industries, Sterling Health Services, P2 Solar Energy Corporation and Canafra Minerals. 
 
To his family, Gerry was a mentor, role model, man of inspiration and a loving husband and 
father. To his community, Gerry was a dedicated advocate and friend, serving on the board of 
several charities and non-profit organizations.  
 
His contributions to the University and his community are invaluable. He will be greatly missed. 
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