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Sept. 4, 2009 
 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re: Changes in Admission Requirements (Bachelor of Fine Arts, Graduate 

Programs in Language and Literacy Education, Doctor of Medicine and Master 
of Science – Audiology and Speech Sciences) (approval)  

 
a) Changes in Admission Requirements – Bachelor of Fine Arts (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on admission requirements for applicants to the Bachelor of Fine Arts program.  
The current process for admission requires application for admission via the Enrolment Services 
‘Change of Degree Program/Campus’ process. The proposed revisions would allow current UBC 
Vancouver students to apply directly to the appropriate department within the Faculty of Arts and 
eliminate the need for an application and application fee. 
 

Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on admission requirements for 
applicants to the Bachelor of Fine Arts program, effective for entry to the 2010 
Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 
b) Changes in Admission Requirements – Graduate Programs in Language and Literacy 

Education (Faculty of Graduate Studies) –(approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on admission requirements for applicants to the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 
Applicants to graduate programs in Language and Literacy Education must meet a minimum 
internet-based TOEFL score of 92, with a minimum score of 22 in each exam component, to be 
eligible for admission. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the proposed changes to admission requirements for 

applicants to graduate programs in Language and Literacy Education, effective for 
entry to the 2010 Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 
c) Changes in Admission Requirements – Doctor of Medicine (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the proposed 
changes in admission requirements for applicants to the Doctor of Medicine program.  
The proposed changes clarify the placement process for successful applicants under the 
distributed medical education program. 

 
  Motion: That Senate approve the proposed changes to admission requirements for  

applicants to the Doctor of Medicine program, effective for entry to the 2010 Winter 
Session and thereafter. 
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d) Changes in Admission Requirements—Master of Science in Audiology 
(approval)(circulated) 

 
The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the proposed 
changes in admission requirements for applicants to the Master of Science program in Audiology. 
The proposed changes clarify additional course content areas for applicants to the Audiology 
program and revise the deadline for submission of the application and supporting documentation. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the proposed changes to admission requirements for 

applicants to the Master of Science program in Audiology, effective for entry to the 
2010 Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. David Fielding 
Chair, Admissions Committee 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Calendar Change Proposal Form 
 

Senate Admissions Committee Approval 
Date: June 24, 2009 
Effective Session: 2010W entry 
Year for change: To be posted to the 
calendar upon approval for the purpose of 
advising UBC students. 

Date: April 22, 2009 
Contact Persons:  
Janet Giltrow, Associate Dean (Students) 
Faculty of Arts 
Tel. 2-3247 
giltrow@interchange.ubc.ca 
 
Cheryl Dumaresq 
Faculty of Arts 
Tel. 2-2186 
cheryl.dumaresq@ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=12,197,283,119
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and Schools > 

The Faculty of Arts > Bachelor of Fine Arts > 

Introduction 

Admission 

The Bachelor of Fine Arts is offered in Creative Writing, 
Film Production, Theatre, and Visual Art. Within the 
Theatre B.F.A. are two distinct programs of study: 
Acting, and Design and Production.  

Students may enter a B.F.A. program from the Faculty 
of Arts or as transfer students from another post-
secondary institution. 

Transfer applicants must apply for admission through 
Undergraduate Admissions. See Admissions <<link to 
calendar page on college and university transfer at 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,
25,0,0 >> 

UBC Vancouver students currently registered in the 
Bachelor of Arts program who wish to pursue a 
B.F.A. program must contact the department 

directly by the deadline specified in the 

appropriate departmental calendar entry. 

Students complete either a portfolio or an 

audition and provide additional information 

to the department for their consideration. 

Students must meet the criteria of the 

department to be admitted to the B.F.A. 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=12,197,283,119
 
Present Calendar Entry:  
 

Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and Schools > 

The Faculty of Arts > Bachelor of Fine Arts > 

Introduction 

Admission 

See Arts Admission. 

Academic Regulations 

See Arts Academic Regulations. 

Faculty and Program Requirements 

The Bachelor of Fine Arts is offered in Creative 

Writing, Film Production, and Theatre. Within the 

B.F.A. are two distinct programs of study: Acting 

and Design (and Production), and Visual Art. 

Students may enter a B.F.A. program from the 

Faculty of Arts or as transfer students from 

another post-secondary institution. In all cases, 

students must complete the Arts English 

requirement, language requirement, science 

requirement, and literature requirement. See 

Degree Requirements. 

Application procedures and deadlines for each of 

the Bachelor of Fine Arts programs are specified 

in the appropriate departmental entries. 
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major of their choice, but meeting the 

criteria does not in itself ensure admission 

to the B.F.A. major. 

Academic Regulations 

See Arts Academic Regulations. 

Faculty and Program Requirements 

Except as noted below, all academic regulations 

and Faculty and program requirements 

applicable to the Bachelor of Arts also apply to 

B.F.A. Students in, or intending to enter, a 

B.F.A. program should familiarize themselves 

with, and follow, the requirements in this 

chapter. 

Bachelor of Fine Arts programs require that 

certain prerequisites be completed in the first 30‐60 

credits of the student’s post‐secondary program, 

depending on the BFA program to which the student is 

applying (see appropriate departmental entries). In all 

cases, students must complete the Arts 

Writing and Research Requirement, 

language requirement, science 

requirement, and literature requirement. 

See Degree Requirements. 

[…] 
 

Except as noted below, all academic regulations 

and Faculty and program requirements 

applicable to the Bachelor of Arts also apply to 

B.F.A. Students in, or intending to enter, a 

B.F.A. program should familiarize themselves 

with, and follow, the requirements in this 

chapter. 

Bachelor of Fine Arts programs require that 

certain prerequisites be completed in the first 30 

and first 60 credits of the student's post-

secondary program; these are specified in the 

appropriate departmental entries. 

[…] 
Type of Action: Streamline declaration of BFA 
majors within the Faculty of Arts, removing the 
need to apply through Undergraduate 
Admissions. 
 
Rationale:  The current process of entering a 
BFA major in Arts requires students to apply 
through Undergraduate Admissions for a 
“Change of Program”. This adds additional cost 
and unnecessary processing steps. It also slows 
processing of other applications that are 
appropriately routed through the Admissions 
Office. 
 
The process proposed below will eliminate the 
need for an application and application fee and 
streamline the process of adjudication through 
the BFA departments. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (2) 
Faculty:  Education 
Department: LLED 
Faculty Approval Date:  
 
Effective Session ____ Term 1  Year 2009 for 
Change 

Date: Sept 22 2008 
Contact Person: Ling Shi 
Phone: 2-4335 
Email: ling.shi@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 

Program    Reading Writing Listening Speaking Overall 
Language 
and 
Literacy 
E ucation d

22 22 22 22 92 

 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,204,34
5,0  
Present Calendar Entry: 
Program    

Reading  
Writing Listening Speaking Overall 

Language 
and 
Literacy 
Education 

    80 

 
Type of Action: 
Amend the Internet-based TOEFL scores for our programs 
from 80 to 92 and indicate 22 as a part score for each 
component. 
 
Rationale:   
The change better reflects current admission practices and 
policies in the Department. Students with a TOEFL score of 80 
or part scores of less than 22 have not been able to cope with 
the coursework in our graduate program. 
 
Our graduate program serves local and international English 
language teaching professionals; we therefore expect high 
levels of English proficiency of current and future leaders in 
this area. In addition, the oral and written coursework, major 
paper, and thesis demands require a higher level of proficiency 
than represented by our earlier requirement. The previous 
scores were considered by TOEFL to represent "fair" or 
"intermediate" language proficiency (not "good" or "high" 
levels) and language assessment experts as well as peer 
programs nationally (e.g., OISE/U of T) and internationally 
recommend higher minimum scores for successful graduate 
study in English language education. According to ETS 
(TOEFL developer), part scores for Reading and Listening 
under 22 represent "intermediate" level proficiency; 22 and 
over is "high". For Speaking part scores, 18-25 is "Fair" and 
26+ is "Good"; for Writing 17-23 is "Fair" and 24+ is "Good". 
Therefore, a score of 22 across each of the part scores 
represents only a modest increase in our admission 
requirements. 

 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  1 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
UBC Undergraduate Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Faculty:  Medicine 
Department: MD Undergraduate 
Admissions 
Effective Session: 2009/2010 Admission 
Cycle (for entry in Sept. 2010) 
Year for Change: 2009 

Date: July 8, 2009 
Contact Person: Dr. M. Clifford Fabbian 
Phone: 604.822.3303 
Email: mcfabian@medd.med.ubc.ca 
 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=12,209,374,340  
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 

Selection Process 

The entering class for this coming September is 
limited to 256 full-time students. The number 
of qualified applicants significantly exceeds the 
number of available positions. Therefore, not 
every qualified applicant will be offered 
admission. Admission is based on a selection 
process which strives to enroll the most highly 
qualified applicants who will be evaluated on 
the following criteria: 

1. Three academic evaluations are 
calculated:  

a. overall academic average, 
based on all university-level 
courses attempted (including 
summer courses and graduate 
courses with grades, if 
applicable  

b. most recent 60 credits average 
(note: the number of credits 
used may vary for some 
applicants)  

c. prerequisite average 
 

2. The evaluation of non-academic 
criteria is based on the following:  

a. a non-academic 
autobiographical essay 
submitted by the applicant  

b. additional essay by Aboriginal 
(First Nations, Métis, or Inuit) 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=12,209,374,340  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Selection Process 

The entering class for this coming September is 
limited to 256 full-time students. The number 
of qualified applicants significantly exceeds the 
number of available positions. Therefore, not 
every qualified applicant will be offered 
admission. Admission is based on a selection 
process which strives to enroll the most highly 
qualified applicants who will be evaluated on 
the following criteria: 

3. Three academic evaluations are 
calculated:  

a. overall academic average, 
based on all university-level 
courses attempted (including 
summer courses and graduate 
courses with grades, if 
applicable  

b. most recent 60 credits average 
(note: the number of credits 
used may vary for some 
applicants)  

c. prerequisite average 
 

4. The evaluation of non-academic 
criteria is based on the following:  

a. a non-academic 
autobiographical essay 
submitted by the applicant  

b. additional essay by Aboriginal 
(First Nations, Métis, or Inuit) 
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candidate, if applicable  
c. a list of extracurricular 

activities prepared by the 
applicant  

d. a report of non-academic 
experiences and a rural interest 
statement  

e. three references, when 
requested,  

f. multiple mini-interview 
interview, if granted  

g. rural/remote suitability 

Please refer to M.D. Undergraduate 
Admissions Evaluation Criteria for additional 
information. 
 
The interview is a critical component of the 
admission process. The interview process 
follows the Multiple Mini-Interview (MMI) 
model. Applicants selected for an interview 
will be contacted by the admissions office and 
will also be asked to submit their reference 
letters. The interview dates are usually 
scheduled for the middle of February and the 
beginning of March. 
 
The selection of candidates for admission to the 
distributed M.D. undergraduate program is 
governed by guidelines established by the 
Admissions Policy Committee and approved by 
the Senate of UBC. The selection process 
reflects the values of the UBC Faculty of 
Medicine and all university partners in the 
UBC distributed M.D. undergraduate program. 
The process is designed to choose well-
rounded students from a variety of 
backgrounds who meet the goals of the 
expanded, distributed program; who can be 
expected to perform well in the rigorous 
curriculum and problem-based learning format; 
and who can balance and enrich their academic 
experience with strong non-academic skills and 
interests. 
 
The UBC Faculty of Medicine’s Associate 
Dean of Equity oversees the selection process 
to ensure that all applicants are given careful 
consideration without regard to age, gender, 
race, religion, sexual orientation, marital, or 
economic status. The Admissions Selection 

candidate, if applicable  
c. a list of extracurricular 

activities prepared by the 
applicant  

d. a report of non-academic 
experiences and a rural interest 
statement  

e. three references, when 
requested,  

f. multiple mini-interview, if 
granted  

g. rural/remote suitability 

Please refer to M.D. Undergraduate 
Admissions Evaluation Criteria for additional 
information. 
 
The interview is a critical component of the 
admission process. The interview process 
follows the Multiple Mini-Interview (MMI) 
model. Applicants selected for an interview 
will be contacted by the admissions office and 
will also be asked to submit their reference 
letters. The interview dates are usually 
scheduled for the middle of February and the 
beginning of March. 
 
The selection of candidates for admission to the 
distributed M.D. undergraduate program is 
governed by guidelines established by the 
Admissions Policy Committee and approved by 
the Senate of UBC. The selection process 
reflects the values of the UBC Faculty of 
Medicine and all university partners in the 
UBC distributed M.D. undergraduate program. 
The process is designed to choose well-
rounded students from a variety of 
backgrounds who meet the goals of the 
expanded, distributed program; who can be 
expected to perform well in the rigorous 
curriculum and problem-based learning format; 
and who can balance and enrich their academic 
experience with strong non-academic skills and 
interests. 
 
The UBC Faculty of Medicine’s Associate 
Dean of Equity oversees the selection process 
to ensure that all applicants are given careful 
consideration without regard to age, gender, 
race, religion, sexual orientation, marital, or 
economic status. The Admissions Selection 
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Committee reviews and discusses all 
interviewed applicants. At present, admission is 
limited to Canadian citizens and permanent 
residents of Canada. A maximum of twelve 
positions may be made available to out-of-
province applicants in the medical program 
each year. In completing the online application, 
candidates will provide information to help 
determine their suitability for the Northern 
Medical Program. 
 
The applicant will have the opportunity to 
indicate their site preferences after getting an 
interview offer. Members of the Admissions 
Selection Committee are not aware of an 
applicant’s site preference during the selection 
discussions. Following an admissions decision, 
applicants are allocated to sites based on their 
preferences. The first site choice is given 
priority, unless the available positions at that 
site have been filled, in which case he/she 
would be wait-listed for their preferred site if 
applicable. 

Committee reviews and discusses all 
interviewed applicants. At present, admission is 
limited to Canadian citizens and permanent 
residents of Canada. A maximum of twelve 
positions may be made available to out-of-
province applicants in the medical program 
each year. In completing the online application, 
candidates will provide information to help 
determine their suitability for the Northern 
Medical Program. 
 
The applicant will have the opportunity to 
indicate their site preferences at the time of 
interview. Members of the Admissions 
Selection Committee are not aware of an 
applicant’s site preference during the selection 
discussions. Following an admissions decision, 
applicants offered admission are allocated to 
sites based on their preferences. The site choice 
of the accepted student is given priority, unless 
the available positions at that site have been 
filled, in which case he/she would be wait-
listed for their preferred site (or sites, should 
the student be offered his/her third choice). 
 
___________________________________
Rationale:   
 
- Most applicants get their first preference or 
second preference. 
- Very few applicants get their third preference. 
- Increasing number of first preference over the 
past few years. 
- Very few applicants select no preference. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
UBC Undergraduate Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Faculty:  Graduate Studies 
Department: School of Audiology and 
Speech Sciences 
Faculty Approval Date: June 25, 2009 
Effective Session: 2010 Winter Session  
Year for Change: 2009 

Date: June 30, 2009 
Contact Person:  Ramon Rodrigo 
Phone:  604.822.5795 
Email:   
director.assistant@audiospeech.ubc.ca  

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,198,291,127  
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
The M.Sc. program is designed for students who 
wish to combine rigorous scholarship with 
challenging professional practice in either 
Speech-Language Pathology or Audiology. 
Admission is on a competitive basis. Applicants 
must meet the Faculty of Graduate Studies’ 
minimum requirements, i.e., a cumulative 
average of at least 76% over the last two years 
of a four-year undergraduate degree, or at least 
12 credits with a minimum grade of 80% in 
courses at the 300-level or above. Additionally, 
the School requires applicants to have 
appropriate undergraduate preparation as 
defined below. 
……… 
 
Additional Content Areas 
Recommended for Audiology 
Applicants 

For students who plan to specialize in Audiology, 

further undergraduate preparation could include 

additional coursework in the social and life 

sciences, e.g. acoustic phonetics, adulthood and 

aging, biology, brain and behaviour, cognitive 

psychology, additional developmental 

psychology, additional sensory psychology, 

neurosciences, counselling, discourse, 

language acquisition, phonology, syntax, and 

statistics. 

The Application Process 

Persons interested in applying to the School's 

M.Sc. program should visit: 

www.audiospeech.ubc.ca .  Applicants 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,198,291,127  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
The M.Sc. program is designed for students who 
wish to combine rigorous scholarship with 
challenging professional practice in either 
Speech-Language Pathology or Audiology. 
Admission is on a competitive basis. Applicants 
must meet the Faculty of Graduate Studies’ 
minimum requirements, i.e., a cumulative 
average of at least 76% over the last two years 
of a four-year undergraduate degree, or at least 
12 credits with a minimum grade of 80% in 
courses at the 300-level or above. Additionally, 
the School requires applicants to have 
appropriate undergraduate preparation as 
defined below. 
……… 

Additional Content Areas 
Recommended for Audiology 
Applicants 

For students who plan to specialize in Audiology, 

further undergraduate preparation could include 

additional coursework in the social and life 

sciences, e.g. acoustic phonetics, adulthood and 

aging, biology, brain and behaviour, cognitive 

psychology, counselling, discourse, language 

acquisition, additional developmental 

psychology, phonology, syntax, and statistics. 

 
The Application Process 

Persons interested in applying to the School's 

M.Sc. program should apply online. The School 

reviews applications at two points, late January 

and early March. Applicants who wish to be 
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should ensure that the application and all 

supporting materials are received by the 

School by the final deadline of February 1st.  

(Applicants from universities outside of 

Canada or the USA are recommended to 

submit their complete applications by mid-

January.)  The School reviews applications 

in February and March and normally makes 

offers of admission in March.  However, 

applicants of exceptional merit may receive 

early offers of admission upon receipt of their 

application materials. Further questions should 

be directed to the Chair of the Admissions 

Committee in the School of Audiology and 

Speech Sciences. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

considered for financial support should submit 

their applications before the second Friday of 

January (please check the with the School for 

exact dates). All other applicants should submit 

their applications before the final deadline of the 

third Friday of February. Applicants of 

exceptional merit may receive offers of early 

admission upon receipt of their application 

materials. Further questions should be directed 

to the Chair of the Admissions Committee in the 

School of Audiology and Speech Sciences. 

Type of Action:  Revisions to the UBC 
Calendar entry pertaining to admission 
requirements of the School of Audiology and 
Speech Sciences. 
 
Rationale:  The rationale behind the changes 
are: 
• To provide a more accurate description of 

the content areas for additional coursework 
recommended for audiology applicants. 

• To simplify the application process by 
having one review date (as opposed to 
two) – a practice currently being done in 
other universities as well.  
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