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November 6, 2009 
 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re: Changes in Admission Requirements (Master of Occupational Therapy: 

Human Anatomy Prerequisite and Doctor of Dental Medicine) (approval)  
  

Substitution of Grade 11 Grades for Applicants to Direct Entry Undergraduate 
Programs (approval) 

 
a) Master of Occupational Therapy: Human Anatomy Prerequisite – Changes in Admission 

Requirements (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on admission requirements for applicants to the Master of Occupational Therapy 
program. The proposed changes specify the course content of the prerequisite Human Anatomy 
course. 
 

Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on admission requirements for 
applicants to the Master of Occupational Therapy program, effective for entry to 
the 2010 Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 
b) Doctor of Dental Medicine – Changes in Admission Requirements (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on admission requirements for applicants to the Doctor of Dental Medicine 
program. The proposed changes outline current UBC 100-level English courses that satisfy the 
English prerequisite and remove Mathematics and Physics courses as prerequisites for 
admission. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the proposed changes to admission requirements for 

applicants to the Doctor of Dental Medicine program, effective for entry to the 2010 
Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 
c) Substitution of Grade 11 Grades for Applicants to Direct Entry Undergraduate Programs 

(approval)(circulated) 
 

At its January 2009 meeting, the Vancouver Senate approved the proposal to substitute Grade 11 
grades in place of required Grade 12 grades for the calculation of an admission average for out-
of-province applicants to the Bachelor of Commerce and Bachelor of Arts programs, as outlined 
in the attached report entitled ‘Substitution of Grade 11 Grades for Timely Admission 
Evaluations.’ Senate also delegated to the Admissions Committee authority to permit any direct-
entry undergraduate program to admit students under the conditions specified in the report. 
Approval was granted only for the 2008/2009 admission cycle (for entry to the 2009 Winter 
Session) with a proviso that the Committee report back on the effects of the pilot on both the 
timeliness and rates of uptake of offers of admission.  
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The Committee has closely monitored the implementation of this change, as outlined in the 
attached report on entitled ‘Pilot Project Using Grade 11 Grades in Admission Decisions for the 
2008/2009 Admission Cycle.’ The Committee recommends that Senate extend the proposal for 
the 2009/2010 and 2010/2011 admission cycles (for entry to the 2010 and 2011 Winter Sessions 
respectively) to allow Enrolment Services to collect additional data on timeliness and rate of 
uptake of offers of admission. Once this additional data is available, the Committee will consider 
whether to recommend a permanent change. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the proposed changes in admission requirements for out-of-

province applicants to direct entry undergraduate programs, as specified in the 
report entitled ‘Substitution of Grade 11 Grades for Timely Admission Evaluations’ 
effective for entry to the 2010 and 2011 Winter Sessions.   

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. David Fielding 
Chair, Admissions Committee 
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UBC Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Faculty:  Medicine 
Department: Occupational Science& 
Occupational Therapy 
Faculty Approval Date: October 7 2009  
Effective Session: W__ Term _1__ 
Year__2009_ for Change 
Year for Change: for the 2010W session 

Date: September 22, 2009 
Contact Person: Prof Michael Lee 
Phone: 604-822-7029 
Email: michael.lee@ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1207
 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,209,879,0
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 

Admission Requirements: 

Completion of a recognized baccalaureate 
degree in any field and the successful 
completion of the following prerequisites: 

• Social Sciences (3 credits)  
• Behavioural Sciences (3 credits.)  
• Human Anatomy1 (3 credits; focus 

on gross anatomy of 
musculoskeletal system of upper 
and lower limbs and trunk). 
Specific course requirement for 
human anatomy are listed on the 
MOT Admission website 
[http://www.ot.med.ubc.ca/students/prospect
ive_students/Admission_Requirements.htm] 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1207
 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,209,879,0
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Admission Requirements: 

Completion of a recognized baccalaureate 
degree in any field and the successful 
completion of the following prerequisites: 

• Human Anatomy (3 credits; 300 
level or higher)  

• Social Sciences (3 credits)  

• Behavioural Sciences (3 credits.)   
 
Type of Action: 
Change the Human Anatomy requirement 
to read - (3 credits, focus on gross anatomy 
of musculoskeletal system of upper and 
lower limbs and trunk )  
 

                                                 
1   A 3 credit course covering the following topic areas: 
 

1) Upper limbs: bones, joints, muscles, nerves and blood vessels in the upper limbs of the human body 
2) Lower limbs: bones, joints, muscles, nerves and blood vessels in the lower limbs of the human body 
3) Trunk: bones, joints, muscles, nerves and blood vessels in the back and thorax of the human body 

 
The Department Head will review course outlines that are not listed in the MOT Admission web site to  
evaluate course equivalency 
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UBC Calendar Change Proposal Form 

Change to Course or Program 
 

Faculty:  Dentistry 
Department:  
Faculty Approval Date: September 10, 2009 
Effective Session: 2009W 
 

Date: September 10, 2009 
Contact Person: Dr. Alan Lowe 
Phone: 2-3414 
Email: alowe@interchange.ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tr
ee=12,201,314,151
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 

Prerequisites 
Successful completion of the following courses in the Faculty of 

Arts or Science at UBC Vancouver (or evidence of successfully 

completing equivalent courses elsewhere) is required: 

1. ENGL 112 and one elective chosen from: ENGL 110, 

ENGL 111, ENGL 120, or ENGL 121. For UBC 

students, the 6-credit first year English 

requirement can be met by taking one of ENGL 

112, ASTU 150 or ENGL 100, PLUS one of ENGL 

110, 111, 120, or 121; OR it can be met by 

successfully completing the Arts One Program or 

CAP (Coordinated Arts Program).  

2. CHEM 121 and 123; or CHEM 111 and 113; or the 

former CHEM 111 and 112; or CHEM 121 and 122.  

3. BIOL 12 or BIOL 111 and BIOL 121 or equivalent.  

4. CHEM 203 and 204; or CHEM 233, 235 and 205; or the 

former CHEM 231 and 232.  

5. BIOC 300 or 303; or BIOL 201 and BIOC 302. 

 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?t
ree=12,201,314,151
 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Prerequisites 
Successful completion of the following courses in the 

Faculty of Arts or Science at UBC (or evidence of 

successfully completing equivalent courses elsewhere) is 

required: 

1. ENGL 112 and one elective chosen from: ENGL 
110, ENGL 111, ENGL 120, or ENGL 121. 
Satisfactory completion of the Language 
Proficiency Index (LPI) is a prerequisite to all 
first-year English courses at UBC.  

2. MATH 100 and 101; or MATH 102 and 103; MATH 
104 and 105; or MATH 120 and 121; MATH 180 
and one of MATH 101, 103 or 105; or MATH 184 
and one of MATH 101, 103 or 105; or MATH 111; 
or the former MATH 130.  

3. CHEM 121 and 123; or CHEM 111 and 113; or the 
former CHEM 111 and 112; or CHEM 121 and 122.  

4. PHYS 12 and PHYS 101; or PHYS 100 and 101; or 
PHYS 101 and 102; or PHYS 107 and 108; or PHYS 
153; or the former PHYS 121 and 122 or one of 
the former PHYS 110, 115, or 120.  

5. BIOL 12 or BIOL 111 and BIOL 121 or equivalent.  

6. CHEM 203 and 204; or CHEM 233, 235 and 205; 
or the former CHEM 231 and 232.  

7. BIOC 300 or 303; or BIOL 201 and BIOC 302. 

Type of Action: Changes to required pre-requisites for 
application to the DMD Program. Deletion and re-
numbering. 
 
Rationale: Deletion of Math and Physics prerequisites to 
be more consistent with UBC Medicine and other Canadian 
Faculties of Dentistry plus addition of current UBC first year 
English requirements. 
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REPORT:    PILOT  PROJECT  USING  GRADE  11  GRADES  IN  ADMISSION  DECISIONS  FOR  
THE  2008/2009  ADMISSION  CYCLE 

 
Evaluations using Grade 11 grades 
 
As a result of the pilot project to use Grade 11 grades in admission, 395 out‐of‐province 
(Canada) secondary school applicants were evaluated for admission in 2009 using Grade 11 
grades as a proxy for missing Grade 12 course grades. This represents approximately 13% of the 
total number of UBC out‐of‐province (Canada) secondary school applicants who received an 
evaluation in 2009. Of the 395 evaluations, 367 (93%) were admitted and 28 refused (7%). 
 
Comparing outcomes 
 
Of the 367 students admitted using Grade 11 grades, 264 (72%) would have received the same 
admission decision had we waited for a complete set of Grade 12 grades; however, that decision 
would have been reached much later in the admission cycle.  
 
Eleven students would not have been admitted had UBC waited for a complete set of Grade 12 
grades. These “false admits”, representing 3% of admissions using Grade 11 grades, were 
anticipated in the original pilot project proposal. Only four of these students registered at UBC.  
 
Some students admitted on Grade 11 grades (92 out of 367 admits or 25%) never provided a full 
set of Grade 12 grades for evaluation. This is not uncommon, particularly among students who 
do not accept UBC’s offer. As a result, the difference in evaluation outcomes cannot be assessed 
for this group.  
 
Impact on Enrolment 
 
Of the 367 students admitted on Grade 11 grades, 117 (32%) accepted UBC’s offer of admission 
‐ consistent with the yield rate of those students admitted earlier on Grade 12 grades. Overall, 
34% of all Canadian secondary school applicants who received an offer of admission from UBC 
were initially admitted on Grade 11 grades.  
 
While it is difficult to accurately assess the impact this policy had on Canadian secondary school 
student enrolment in 2009, there are positive indicators. As of April 1st, 2009, 35.8% of the out 
of province secondary school applicant pool had received an initial evaluation, compared to 
19.7% on same date previous year. Clearly, applications were processed much faster in 2009.  
 
In addition, the registration rate of admitted out of province secondary school students 
increased from 32% in 2008 to 35% in 2009 (figures include students admitted to first choice of 
program only). Historically, out of province students admitted by mid‐April have often shown a 
higher rate of registration than students admitted at a later date. Although we cannot imply 
causality, it is believed that the earlier offers of admission had a positive effect on yielding 
admitted students.  

  Prepared by Enrolment Services, Undergraduate Admissions       
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Continuing this practice for future admission cycles 
 
Undergraduate Admissions recommends that this initiative be continued and encourages the 
committee to consider approving this practice on an ongoing basis.   
 
The benefits of including Grade 11 grades in this manner include: 

• earlier academic evaluations for faculties that employ broad based admission practices 
• earlier admission decisions for 1/3 of out‐of‐province Canadian secondary school 

applicants 
• improved yield of out‐of‐province Canadian secondary school applicants 
• spreads evaluation work more evenly over the admission cycle, with a lower overall 

amount of work

  Prepared by Enrolment Services, Undergraduate Admissions     
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•  

Table 1: Admission outcomes of using Grade 11 grades as proxies for missing grade 12 grades, UBC 
Vancouver and UBC Okanagan, 2009
Campus  Program  False Admit  True Admit  True Refuse  Unknown  Grand Total 
UBC O  BA‐O     31  1  6  38 
   BASC‐O     1      1 
   BFA‐O       1    1 
   BMGT‐O     3    2  5 
   BSC‐O     22    7  29 
   BSN‐O     1      1 
   PHAR‐O     1    1  2 
UBC V  BA  5  80  1  12  98 
   BASC  1  37    33  71 
   BCOM     16  21  4  41 
   BDSC       1    1 
   BHK     4    1  5 
   BMUS     1  2    3 
   BSAG  1  3      4 
   BSC  4  44  1  26  75 
   BSCN     4      4 
   BSF     1      1 
   BSFN     12      12 
   BSFS     3      3 
Total     11  264  28  92  395 

 

Table 2: Registration outcomes of using Grade 11 grades as proxies  for missing grade 12 grades, 
UBC Vancouver and UBC Okanagan, 2009
Campus  Program  False Admit  True Admit  Unknown  Total 
UBC O  BA‐O     14     14 
   BASC‐O     1    1 
   BMGT‐O     2    2 
   BSC‐O     6  3  9 
UBC V  BA  2  34  2  38 
   BASC  1  19  1  21 
   BCOM     6    6 
   BHK     1    1 
   BSAG  1  1    2 
   BSC     18    18 
   BSF     1    1 
   BSFN     4    4 
Total     4  107  6  117 

 

  Prepared by Enrolment Services, Undergraduate Admissions     
 

Vancouver Senate 18 Nov 2009
Item 9c p.10 


	Item a-Changes in Admission Requirements-Master of Occupational Therapy .pdf
	Faculty:  Medicine

	Item b-Changes in Admission Requirements-Doctor of Dental Medicine.pdf
	Faculty:  Dentistry
	Prerequisites
	Prerequisites



	Item c-Substituting Grade 11 Grades.pdf
	Outcome of Grade 11 grades pilot project - UBCV.pdf
	REPORT:  PILOT PROJECT USING GRADE 11 GRADES IN ADMISSION DECISIONS FOR THE 2008/2009 ADMISSION CYCLE





