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November 5, 2009 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Vancouver Senate 
2016 - 1874 East Mall 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6T 1Z1 
 

 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: November Curriculum Proposals (approval) 

 
 
The Senate Curriculum Committee has reviewed the material forwarded to it by the 
faculties, and encloses those proposals it deems as ready for approval.  
 
As such, the following is recommended to Senate: 

 
Motion:  That the new and changed courses and programs brought 

forward by the Faculty of  Graduate Studies (Applied Science, 
Arts, College for Interdisciplinary Studies, and 
Medicine) be approved. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Peter Marshall, Chair 
Senate Curriculum Committee 
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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A  
 

  Enrolment Services 
Senate and Curriculum Services 

2016–1874 East Mall 
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 
lindsey.lipovsky@ubc.ca 

T: 604-822-9134; F: 604-822-5945 
5 November 2009 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: GRADUATE PROPOSALS 
 
 
Attached please find submitted category 1 graduate curriculum proposals for your consideration.  
 
Faculty of Applied Science 
New Course: 
EECE 570 (3) 
 
Faculty of Arts 
New Courses:  
CRNS 549 (6) 
GERM 510 (3) 
GERM 521 (3) 
GERM 522 (3) 
Program Entry: 
Addition of a thesis option and removal of courses no longer required for M.A. students in the 
ACRE program. 
 
College for Interdisciplinary Studies 
New Courses: 
ONCO 548 (3-9)D 
WMST 506 (3) 
 
Faculty of Medicine 
Course Changes: 
MEDI 549 (12-18)D 
RHSC 549 (12-18)D 
OBST 549 (12-18)D 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE (ENGINEERING) 

 
APSC / UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 

Change to Course or Program 
Category: 1  
Department: Electrical and Computer 
Engineering 
Faculty Approval Date: February 13, 
2009 
Effective Date: Sept 2009 
 

Contact Person: Steve Wilton 
Phone: 822-1263 
Email: stevew@ece.ubc.ca

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
EECE 570 (3) Fundamentals of Visual 
Computing 
 
Computational and mathematical methods 
for data driven processing and model based 
analysis of digital images and other visual 
data: perception, capture; representation, 
modeling; enhancement, restoration; 
registration, fusion; feature extraction, 
segmentation, recognition; practical 
applications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Type of Action: 
New Course  
 
Rationale:   
Visual computing refers to the field of 
acquiring, processing, analyzing and 
synthesizing visual data using computers. Over 
the past few years, this area has gained 
tremendous attention and has become a core 
topic in IT. 
 
The proposed course will be essential for 
supporting the large graduate student body in 
ECE who conduct research in related areas and 
would greatly benefit from this course. 
Specifically, students of many ECE  faculty 
members including the Signal Processing 
Group, the Communications  Group, the 
Biomedical Engineering Group, and the 
Human Communications  Technology Group, 
as well as Mechanical Engineering and 
Medical and  Biological Sciences student 
among many others, would directly benefit 
from  this course 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  ARTS 
Department: CNERS 
Faculty Approval Date: February 3, 
2009 
 
Effective Session Winter Term 2 Year 
2008/09 for Change 
 

Date: October 19, 2008 
Contact Person: D. Neufeld 
Phone: 2-4065 
Email: Dietmar.neufeld@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 
CNRS 549 (6) Master’s Thesis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None 
  
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale:  
Introducing a thesis requirement for the MA in 
Ancient Culture, Religion and Ethnicity in the 
Mediterranean and the Near East (ACRE). 
Program now requires a thesis rather than a 
graduating essay.  This will bring the ACRE 
program in line with our other MA program 
offerings.  This thesis will be graded on a 
pass/fail basis. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: C.E.N.E.S. 
Graduate Program: Germanic Studies 
Faculty Approval Date: February 3, 
2009 
 
Effective Session _Winter___ Term 1___ 
Year_2009__ for Change 
 

Date: 25 September 2008 
Contact Person: G. Winthrop-Young 
Phone: 2-6403 
Email: winthrop@interchange.ubc.ca
 

 URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/course
s.cfm?code=GERM  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None  
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale:   
Currently there is no course offered that 
relates the historical dimension of literary 
studies to the changing theoretical approaches 
within and beyond the field of Germanic 
Studies. 
 

Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
GERM 510 (3) D German Literary History 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: C.E.N.E.S. 
Graduate Program: Germanic Studies 
Faculty Approval Date: February 3, 
2009 
 
Effective Session __Winter__ Term _1__ 
Year_2009__ for Change 
 

Date: 25 September 2008 
Contact Person: G. Winthrop-Young 
Phone: 2-6403 
Email: Winthrop@interchange.ubc.ca
 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 
GERM 521 (3)  German Cultural Studies 
 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/course
s.cfm?code=GERM  
 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None 
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale:   
This course responds to our students’ 
increasing interest in relating German-
language literary studies to concepts of 
cultural studies and interdisciplinary 
viewpoints. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: C.E.N.E.S. 
Graduate Program: Germanic Studies 
Faculty Approval Date: February 3, 
2009 
 
Effective Session __Winter__ Term _1__ 
Year_2009__ for Change 
 

Date: 25 September 2008 
Contact Person: G. Winthrop-Young 
Phone: 2-6403 
Email: Winthrop@interchange.ubc.ca
 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
GERM 522 (3) Topics in Media Studies 
 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/course
s.cfm?code=GERM  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None 
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
 
Rationale:   
This new course is meant to address our 
students’ growing interest in media theories 
and changing patterns of intermedial 
production and perception.  
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  ARTS 
Department: CNERS 
Faculty Approval Date: February 3, 
2009 
Effective Session Winter Term 2 Year 
2008/09 for Change 
 

Date: October 27, 2008 
Contact Person: D. Neufeld 
Phone: 2-4065 
Email: 
Dietmar.neufeld@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
The M.A. program requires 30 credits of 
coursework and two comprehensive 
examinations. Of the 30 credits, 24 must be 
numbered 500 or above and must include 
CNRS 500 (3), and one of GREK 549 (6), LATN 
549 (6), CNRS 549 (6), RELG 549 (6). The 
remaining 6 credits may, at the discretion of 
the program, be at the 300- or 400- level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/downl
oad/IX_Graduate.pdf
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
The M.A. program requires 30 credits of 
coursework and two comprehensives 
examinations. Of the 30 credits, 24 must be 
numbered 500 or above [graduate courses] 
and must include CNRS 500,501, and 579 [3 
credit graduating paper]. The remaining 6 
credits may, at the discretion of the program, 
be at the 300- or 400- level [undergraduate].  
 
Type of Action: Removal of courses no longer 
required for the ACRE program and the 
introduction of a thesis option. 
 
Rationale:   
 
Not every ACRE student is eligible to take 
GREK and LATN at the 500 level (prereq is 
301). A non-language option for those ACRE 
students is required. This will include those 
students focusing on Near Eastern topics.  
 
A thesis option for the MA in Ancient Culture, 
Religion and Ethnicity in the Mediterranean 
and the Near East (ACRE) is being introduced 
and the graduating essay being dropped. The 
intent is to bring the ACRE program in line 
with our other MA program offerings.  The 
thesis will be graded on a pass/fail basis. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  College for Interdisciplinary 
Studies 
Department: Interdisciplinary Oncology 
Program 
Faculty Approval Date: April 7, 2009 
 
Effective Session __Sept 09__ Term _1__ 
Year_09__ for Change 
 

Date: November 6, 2008 
Contact Person: Victor Ling 
Phone:604-675-8101 
Email:vling@bccrc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
ONCO 548 (3 – 9) D Oncology Rotation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
None 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None 
 
Type of Action:  
New course 
 
Rationale:   
This course is designed to meet the needs 
of students to gain hands-on experience by 
rotations through specialty laboratories and 
by shadowing clinicians. Students will gain 
an appreciation of the multifaceted nature 
of cancer as a disease and the need for an 
interdisciplinary approach for its 
investigation and treatment.   This is a very 
specialized course and there currently is no 
course like this offered to students. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  
College for Interdisciplinary Studies 
Department: 
Women’s and Gender Studies 
Faculty Approval Date: April 6, 2009 
 
Effective Session for Change:  
2009 Winter, Term 1 
 

Date: May 14, 2008 
Contact Person: Dr. Sunera Thobani 
Phone: 604-822-9265 
Email: sth@interchange.ubc.ca 

 URL: 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/courses.cfm?code=

WMST    
Present Calendar Entry: 
WMST 503 (1-3) d Special Topics in 
Women’s Studies   
 
Type of Action: New course.  We 
currently offer Gender, Islam, Modernity 
and the West under Special Topics (WMST 
503d), but would like to establish it as a 
separate, ongoing course. 
 
Rationale:   
This is a relevant and growing area of 
study that is not currently being addressed 
in our curriculum.  The relationship 
between Islam and the West is centre stage 
in terms of global politics, and yet there are 
almost no ongoing courses that specifically 
examine this topic, and particularly as it 
affects gender relations.  Also, we intend to 
offer this course on an ongoing and more 
regular basis, not just as a one off special 
topic. 
 
 

WMST 506 (3) Gender, Islam, Modernity 
and the West 
 
Nuanced historical and contemporary 
issues that have shaped the exchanges, 
accommodations and conflicts between and 
within Islam, Modernity and the West.  
Topics include secularism, media, violence, 
human rights and the treatment of 
minorities. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Medicine 
Department: Experimental Medicine 
Faculty Approval Date: April 9, 2009 
 
Effective Session for Change: 
09WTerm1 
 

Date: April 8, 2009 
Contact Person: Vincent Duronio 
Phone: 604-875-4707 
Email: vduronio@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 
MEDI 549 (12-18)D M.Sc. Thesis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/course
s.cfm?code=MEDI 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
MEDI 549 (12) M.Sc. Thesis 
Type of Action:  
Change Credit value for MEDI 549 M.Sc. 
thesis from 12 to 18 credits 
 
Rationale:   
M.Sc. thesis completion times in ExpMed 
average approximately 3 years.  In our 
fields of research, the expectation for a 
M.Sc. thesis is that the student achieve the 
work required to publish at least one first-
author manuscript, and this laboratory 
component represents at least 75% or more 
of the student’s effort in the program.  
Therefore, a credit value of 12 for the 
thesis out of a total of 30 credits for the 
M.Sc. degree is not consistent with these 
requirements.  By all usual measures, 
students are expected to achieve a 
minimum of one year of productive work 
in the laboratory.  With the initial steep 
learning curve usually required for 
laboratory studies, the time required to 
complete the research in an M.Sc. thesis 
often requires as much as two years of 
work, and sometimes more.  The 
student/supervisor interactions result in the 
majority of the academic training that the 
student receives, from laboratory 
discussions, journal clubs, and reading of 
the relevant literature.  Due to the thesis 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

currently being assigned too few credits, 
students have to take additional formal 
courses (often into their second year) that 
puts added pressure on their research time. 
 
Other departments with similar thesis 
requirements already grant 18 credits for 
the M.Sc. Thesis (e.g. Pathology, Surgery, 
Chemistry, Cell and Developmental 
Biology, Biology).  The proposed change 
will create greater consistency in the credit 
requirements for the M.Sc. thesis among 
the UBC graduate programs having similar 
expectations. 
 
MEDI 549 will continue to be graded with 
a percentage mark. 
 
It has been recommended that the credits 
be listed as (12-18)D for one year to allow 
students currently enrolled in the program 
to complete the requirements as they were 
articulated at the time of admission. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Medicine 
Department: Rehabilitation Sciences 
Faculty Approval Date: March 3, 2009 
 
Effective Session ____ Term 1__ 
Year_2009/10__ for Change 
 

Date: April 21, 2009 
Contact Person: Lyn Jongbloed 
Phone: 604-822-7400 
Email: lyn.jongbloed@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 
RHSC 549 (12-18)D M.Sc. Thesis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/course
s.cfm?code=RHSC  
 
Present Calendar Entry: RHSC 549 (12) 
Thesis 
Type of Action: Increase in credits for 
MSc thesis  
 
Rationale:   
The proposal is that the MSc thesis be 
increased from 12 to 18 credits, which 
means that the students would require a 
minimum of 12 credits of coursework to 
complete a MSc degree (not 18). The 
primary reasons for this proposal are (1) 
that the heavy course load means that 
students are taking 3 years to complete the 
MSc degree and (2) research activities 
toward the thesis constitute 60% of a 
student's work in the program and therefore 
need an increased credit load assignment.  
 
The School of Rehabilitation Sciences was 
dissolved in 2007. The Research Graduate 
Programs in Rehabilitation Sciences (MSc 
and PhD) are jointly offered by the 
Departments of Occupational Sciences and 
Occupational Therapy and Physical 
Therapy. 
 
It has been recommended that the credits 
be listed as (12-18)D for one year to allow 
students currently enrolled in the program 
to complete the requirements as they were 
articulated at the time of admission. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Medicine 
Department: Obstetrics/Gynaecology 
Faculty Approval Date: March 4, 2009 
Effective Session __09__ Term 1__ 
Year_2009_ for Change 

Date: February 27, 2009 
Contact Person: Geoff Hammond 
Phone: 604-875-2435 
Email: ghammond@cw.bc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 
OBST 549 (12-18)D M.Sc. Thesis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present Calendar Entry:  
OBST 549 (12) M.Sc. Thesis 
 
Type of Action: Credit value of the OBST 
549 M.Sc. Thesis is changed from 12 to 18 
credits. 
 
Rationale:  The M.Sc. Thesis in 
Reproductive and Developmental Sciences 
represents a rigorous 2-3 year program of 
laboratory research and subsequent 
publication of the results obtained.   
Research activities toward the thesis make 
up >80% of a student’s effort in the 
program.  This is inconsistent with the 
M.Sc. thesis currently being assigned only 
40% of the 30 credits of the degree. 
Furthermore, since the thesis portion of the 
M.Sc. degree is assigned too few credits in 
relation to the time commitment involved, 
students must take additional formal 
courses into their second year, significantly 
infringing on research time.  A 
departmental decision has been made to 
more appropriately recognize the current 
effort students make to the M.Sc. thesis by 
assigning it 18 credits.  This action will 
also bring our M.Sc. thesis credit value in 
line with other related research intensive 
departments – CHEM 549(18), ZOOL 
549(18), CELL 549(18), BOTA 549(18). 
 
It has been recommended that the credits 
be listed as (12-18)D for one year to allow 
students currently enrolled in the program 
to complete the requirements as they were 
articulated at the time of admission. 
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