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November 6, 2009 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re: Applicants Following the Alberta Secondary School Curriculum – Grade 

Adjustment (approval) 
 
 Minimum Standards in English for Secondary School Applicants – Calendar 

Change on Admissions (approval) 
 
 English Language Admission Standard – Calendar Change on Admissions 

(approval) 
 
d) Applicants Following the Alberta Secondary School Curriculum – Grade Adjustment 

(approval)(circulated) 
 

At the May 2008 meeting of the Vancouver Senate, the Admissions Committee was directed to 
undertake a review of UBC’s undergraduate admission policies with a view to determining their 
efficacy in meeting the goals of Trek 2010 and the UBC Academic Plan and report back to the 
Senate with recommendations for any necessary changes.  
 
As part of this review, the Committee has considered comparative standards for various 
applicant groups for admission to UBC Vancouver. One applicant group examined was 
secondary school applicants following the Alberta curriculum. Given the variation in grading 
scales (e.g., letter grade of ‘A’ at 86% in BC secondary schools vs. 80% in Alberta secondary 
schools), Alberta secondary school applicants generally present slightly lower grades for 
admission to UBC Vancouver while achieving comparable first year sessional averages to 
applicants following the BC/Yukon secondary school curriculum. The admissibility of Alberta 
secondary school applicants is also affected by higher admission averages presented by BC 
secondary school applicants as a result of provincial examinations becoming optional for 
admission. 
 
As outlined in the attached report entitled ‘The Case for Alberta Grade Adjustments,’ the 
Committee recommends that, for entry to the 2010 Winter Session, grades presented for 
admission by applicants following the Alberta secondary school curriculum be adjusted upward 
by 2%. The implementation of this change will be closely monitored by the Committee. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the change in admission requirements for applicants following 

the Alberta secondary school curriculum, effective for entry to the 2010 Winter 
Session.  

 
e) Minimum Standards in English for Secondary School Applicants – Calendar Change on 

Admissions (approval)(circulated) 
 

As part of its review of undergraduate admission policies, the Committee reviewed English 
language admission standards for various undergraduate applicant groups and recommends the 
following changes. 

 
The Committee recommends a minimum standard of 70% as a final grade in English 11 or 12 
(including provincial examinations where applicable) for applicants following an English language 
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secondary school curriculum. A detailed rationale for the proposed change is outlined in the 
circulated document.  

 
The proposed change applies to the following applicant groups: Applicants Following the 
BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum, Applicants Following Secondary School Curricula in 
Canada outside of BC/Yukon, Applicants Following American Secondary School Curriculum, 
Applicants with International Baccalaureate and Advanced Placement Courses and Applicants 
Following Other International Secondary School Curricula. 
 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the proposed changes to admission requirements for 

undergraduate applicants following English language secondary school curriculum, 
effective for admission to the 2011 Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
f) English Language Admission Standard – Calendar Change on Admission 

(approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval a revised 
calendar entry on English Language Admission Standard. The proposed changes clarify the 
Language Proficiency Index (LPI) requirements for the Arts One program. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on English Language Admission 

Standard. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. David Fielding 
Chair, Admissions Committee 
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THE  CASE  FOR  ALBERTA  GRADE ADJUSTMENTS  

October 2009 

ALBERTA  SECONDARY  SCHOOL  GRADING  PRACTICES  
 
One province from which UBC has admitted a significant number of first year students is Alberta. UBC has 
received anecdotal information that Alberta grading practices differ from BC grading practices, and that 
adjustments should be made in order to account for these differences in the interest of fairness and of admitting 
top students to the University. This issue was taken up by the Working Group that is examining comparative 
standards for admission to UBC Vancouver. 
 
In order to consider admission average adjustments for applicants from Alberta on evidence, a number of 
factors were taken into consideration. First, research from Dave Miller, PhD, a secondary school counsellor at St. 
Mary’s Secondary School in Calgary, AB. Second, analysis of the relative performance of BC and Alberta 
students, admitted on common admission averages, was conducted. Finally, the findings from these were 
compared to discipline‐specific findings produced by the Mathematics Department on the UBC Vancouver 
campus.  
 
David Miller’s discussion paper, titled ““Comparison of Alberta and BC Grade Twelve Examinable Subjects”, 
notes that an "A" is achieved in Alberta Secondary Schools at 80%, whereas in BC, an "A" is achieved at 86%. 
Analysis of grade distribution, obtained from the BC Ministry of Education and the Government of Alberta 
Education websites, shows that roughly the same proportion of graduates fall within the "A"" band in both 
educational jurisdictions. For example, in 2003, 27.6% of Alberta students who took Math 30 (senior year 
mathematics) achieved an "A" in the course (final grade between 80% and 100%); in BC, 27.1% of the students 
who wrote Principles of Math 12 achieved an A (final grade between 86% and 100%). Therefore, we can argue 
that approximately the same percentile of students achieve an A in math in Alberta as in BC, although the 
Alberta students will present lower percentage grades in the course. Such similarities are also observed among 
other senior year courses presented by Alberta and BC students for admission to UBC. 
 
These findings suggest that because we do not consider the details of the indigenous grading scale, UBC may be 
losing a number of strong Alberta students. However, it would be unfair to simply boost Alberta grades by 6% as 
this would present an unfair advantage for Alberta students in the higher end of the scale (and would therefore 
have a large impact on awarding UBC entrance scholarships). It was decided that an approach used to calibrate 
grades for IB applicants to UBC would be appropriate in the Alberta situation as well. 

COMPARING  UBC  STUDENT  PERFORMANCE  TO  ALBERTA  ADMISSION  AVERAGES  
 
 In order to determine how to properly calibrate BC and Alberta grades, linear regressions were performed to 
determine how secondary school grades from both jurisdictions predict first‐year performance at UBC. The 
average admission average and the sessional average were computed for incoming BC high school students from 
2003 to 2007. This determined the average grade drop (expressed as x%).  The same computation was applied 
to incoming Alberta students for that period to obtain an average grade drop of y%.  

This analysis revealed that a BC student admitted with an admission average of 86% can be projected to obtain a 
first year sessional average of 73.9% at UBC. An Alberta student with the same admission average (86%) can be 
expected to obtain a first year sessional average of 75.3%. These results show that Alberta students can be 
expected to do as well at UBC (in terms of first year sessional average) as BC students with an admission average 
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1.5% to 2.0% higher. In other words, an Alberta student with an 85% is expected to do as well at UBC as BC 
student with 86.5% to 87%. As such, grade adjustment for the purpose of admission seems appropriate. 

As we would expect, the differences in performance become less meaningful the higher the admission average; 
a BC student with grades in the high 90s is expected to perform similarly to an Alberta student in the high 90s. 
But in the early‐to‐mid 80s, where UBC Vancouver sets most of its admission averages, we see a significant 
difference. For UBC Okanagan, where admission averages are in the mid‐70s, the difference is even more 
apparent. Therefore, we can conclude that for students with admission average in and around our cut‐offs, the 
difference between the Alberta and BC grading schemes can play a significant role in determining admissibility.  

This grade drop difference is consistent with data collected by the Mathematics Department on the Vancouver 
campus, for the Mathematics subject only. 

IMPACT  OF  OPTIONAL BC  PROVINCIAL EXAMS  ON  ADMISSION  CUT‐OFFS  
 
The comparison of admission averages across educational jurisdictions was impacted this year by BC provincial 
examinations becoming optional in the calculation of an admission average for both UBC campuses. BC students 
presented admission averages in 2009 that were slightly higher than in past years. This placed upward pressure 
on admission cut‐offs for the Vancouver campus in particular, making it more difficult for students from 
jurisdictions outside of BC to present grades that meet the higher competitive standard. 
 
In order to mitigate the negative effects that optional provincial examinations have had on the admissibility of 
students from outside BC, boosting averages slightly higher than suggested by the data analysis referenced 
above would be appropriate.  

ALBERTA  GRADE  CONVERSION  RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that UBC Vancouver adjust grades from Alberta students by a factor determined by the best 
current data and consideration of the impact of optional provincial examinations.  The recommended boost for 
admission to 2010 admission is 2%.  Ideally, a standardized report showing 3‐year rolling averages for both BC 
and Alberta could be created for monitoring by Undergraduate Admissions in the future. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
UBC Undergraduate Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Effective Session: Effective for 2011 
undergraduate admission to UBC.  

Contact Person: 
Janet Giltrow 
Senate Admissions Committee ELAS 
Working Committee Chair 
604 822-3247   
giltrow@interchange.ubc.ca
 

Year for change: To be posted to the 
calendar upon approval for the purpose of 
advising prospective students. 
 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,22,63,0

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,22,63,0

  
Proposed Calendar Entry:     Present Calendar Entry: 

  

Homepage > Admissions > Applicants Following 

the BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum > 

Admission Requirements 

Homepage > Admissions > Applicants Following 

the BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum > 

Admission Requirements 

The minimum academic qualification for 

admission is secondary school graduation from a 

recognized secondary school, including the 

following Grade 11 and 12 courses: 

The minimum academic qualification for 

admission is secondary school graduation from a 

recognized secondary school, including the 

following Grade 11 and 12 courses: 

Grade  Required Courses1  Grade  Required Courses1  

Grade 12  English 12 or English 12 
First Peoples  

Grade 12  English 12 or English 12 
First Peoples  

 Three additional approved 
examinable Grade 12 
courses1,2  

 Three additional approved 
examinable Grade 12 
courses1,2  

Grade 11  English 11  Grade 11  English 11  

 Principles of Mathematics 
11  

 Principles of Mathematics 
11  

 Civic Studies 11 or Social 
Studies 112  

 Civic Studies 11 or Social 
Studies 112  

 At least one approved 
Science 113  

 

 An approved Language 
114  

1 Or approved equivalent International 

Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, or Post-

At least one approved 
Science 113  

 An approved Language 
114  

1 Or approved equivalent International 

Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, or Post-
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secondary course. See the table Specific Program 

Requirements for Applicants Following the 

BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum and the 

sections titled Advanced Placement and 

International Baccalaureate Courses Approved to 

Satisfy Pre-requisites and Post-Secondary Course 

Credits that Count Toward High School 

Graduation.  

secondary course. See the table Specific Program 

Requirements for Applicants Following the 

BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum and the 

sections titled Advanced Placement and 

International Baccalaureate Courses Approved to 

Satisfy Pre-requisites and Post-Secondary Course 

Credits that Count Toward High School 

Graduation.  

2 First Nations Studies 12 may be used either to 

satisfy the Civic/Social Studies 11 requirement 

or as an approved Grade 12 course for your 

admission average, but may not be used to 

satisfy both of these admission criteria.  

3 See the table Specific Program Requirements for 

Applicants following the BC/Yukon Secondary 

School Curriculum for programs requiring two 

Science courses at the Grade 11 level.  

4 A beginner's Language 11 does not satisfy this 

requirement.  

The admission average will be calculated on 

English 12, or English 12 First Peoples, and the 

three additional approved examinable Grade 12 

courses, or the equivalent. 

A minimum average of 67% is required for 

admission to all programs. However, due to 

limited enrolment, a higher average is required 

in most programs. 

[…] 

2 First Nations Studies 12 may be used either to 

satisfy the Civic/Social Studies 11 requirement 

or as an approved Grade 12 course for your 

admission average, but may not be used to 

satisfy both of these admission criteria.  

3 See the table Specific Program Requirements for 

Applicants following the BC/Yukon Secondary 

School Curriculum for programs requiring two 

Science courses at the Grade 11 level.  

4 A beginner's Language 11 does not satisfy this 

requirement.  

The admission average will be calculated on 

English 12, or English 12 First Peoples, and the 

three additional approved examinable Grade 12 

courses, or the equivalent. 

A minimum average of 67% is required for 
admission to all programs. However, due to 
limited enrolment, a higher average is required 
in most programs.  
 
A minimum final grade of 70% in 
either English 11 or English 12 (or 
equivalent) is required for all 
programs. 
 
[…] 
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Other Canadian Secondary School Curricula – Minimum Standard in English 
  
URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?
tree=2,23,69,0
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
  
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants 

Following Secondary School Curricula in 

Canada, outside of BC/Yukon > 

Introduction 

Applicants who have followed an academic 

program leading to university entrance will be 

considered for admission to UBC. Students 

will be required to present English to the 

senior year level and all prescribed subjects 

for the university studies sought (see the 

table Specific Program Requirements). 

Completion of secondary school graduation 

from a recognized secondary school is 

mandatory and a minimum average of 67% 

or equivalent is required. 

Because of enrolment limitations, the 

academic standing required for admission to 

most programs is higher than 67%. 

Admission to some programs requires a 

minimum standing in specific courses.  

A minimum final grade of 70% (or 
equivalent) in either English 11 or 
English 12 (or equivalent) is required for 
all programs. 

The following Provincial Requirements apply: 

 Ontario. Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma with six appropriate Ontario 

Academic Courses (OACs) including 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?
tree=2,23,69,0
 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants 

Following Secondary School Curricula in 

Canada, outside of BC/Yukon > 

Introduction 

Applicants who have followed an academic 

program leading to university entrance will be 

considered for admission to UBC. Students 

will be required to present English to the 

senior year level and all prescribed subjects 

for the university studies sought (see the 

table Specific Program Requirements). 

Completion of secondary school graduation 

from a recognized secondary school is 

mandatory and a minimum average of 67% 

or equivalent is required. 

Because of enrolment limitations, the 

academic standing required for admission to 

most programs is higher than 67%. 

Admission to some programs requires a 

minimum standing in specific courses. The 

minimum study for a UBC degree is four 

years. 

 

The following Provincial Requirements apply: 

 Ontario. Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma with six appropriate Ontario 

Academic Courses (OACs) including 

English (OAC I) or a minimum of six 
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English (OAC I) or a minimum of six 

Grade 12 U/M courses including 

English (ENG4U).  

 Quebec. The collège d'enseignement 

général et professionel (CEGEP). 

Applicants must have at least one full 

year of study in an academic diploma 

program with twelve appropriate 

courses for admission, including two 

courses in either ENGL (603) or FREN 

(601), plus the completion of the 

program-specific requirements. The 

côte de rendement au collégial (R-

Score) may be used as a supplement 

for admission. Students are strongly 

encouraged to submit their R-Score. 

Transfer credit for up to one full year 

of degree study may be granted when 

the two-year diploma has been 

awarded.  

 Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, New 

Brunswick, Nova Scotia, PEI, 

Newfoundland, Northwest Territories, 

and Nunavut. Grade 12 graduation 

with standing in at least five 

appropriate academic Grade 12 

courses including English. 

The minimum period of study for a UBC 

degree is four years. 

 

Grade 12 U/M courses including 

English (ENG4U).  

 Quebec. The collège d'enseignement 

général et professionel (CEGEP). 

Applicants must have at least one full 

year of study in an academic diploma 

program with twelve appropriate 

courses for admission, including two 

courses in either ENGL (603) or FREN 

(601), plus the completion of the 

program-specific requirements. The 

côte de rendement au collégial (R-

Score) may be used as a supplement 

for admission. Students are strongly 

encouraged to submit their R-Score. 

Transfer credit for up to one full year 

of degree study may be granted when 

the two-year diploma has been 

awarded.  

 Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, PEI, 

Newfoundland, Northwest Territories, 

and Nunavut. Grade 12 graduation 

with standing in at least five 

appropriate academic Grade 12 

courses including English. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

American Secondary Curriculum – Minimum Standard in English 
 
URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm
?tree=2,293,0,0
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:  
    
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants 

Following American Secondary School 

Curriculum 

Applicants following the American secondary 

school curriculum must present the following 

minimum criteria to be considered for 

admission: 

 graduation from an academic or 

college preparation program at a US 

regionally-accredited school;  

 English to the senior level (not ESL);  

 at least three other senior academic 

subjects and prerequisites 

appropriate for the intended program 

of study;  

 three years of mathematics to the 

junior level;  

 a minimum final grade of 70% (or 

equivalent) in either junior or 

senior year English; and  

 either (a) SAT 1, or ACT, plus Writing 

(in countries where the SAT and ACT 

are unavailable, exemptions may be 

granted) 

Additional academic criteria, such as 

achievement in standardized tests, results 

from national or international competitions, 

or compelling evidence of outstanding 

leadership, may be considered when 

evaluating undergraduate applicants from 

secondary schools who have studied full-

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?t
ree=2,293,0,0
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants 

Following American Secondary School 

Curriculum 

Applicants following the American secondary 

school curriculum must present the following 

minimum criteria to be considered for 

admission: 

 graduation from an academic or college 

preparation program at a US 

regionally-accredited school;  

 english to the senior level (not ESL);  

 at least three other senior academic 

subjects and prerequisites appropriate 

for the intended program of study;  

 three years of mathematics to the 

junior level; and  

 either (a) SAT 1, or ACT, plus Writing 

(in countries where the SAT and ACT 

are unavailable, exemptions may be 

granted) 

Additional academic criteria, such as 

achievement in standardized tests, results 

from national or international competitions, or 

compelling evidence of outstanding leadership, 

may be considered when evaluating 

undergraduate applicants from secondary 

schools who have studied full-time outside of 

Canada for at least one year immediately prior 

to UBC admission. 
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time outside of Canada for at least one year 

immediately prior to UBC admission. 
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International Baccalaureate Diploma 
 Minimum Standard in English 

 
 
URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm
?tree=2,279,0,0
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:     
 
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants with 

International Baccalaureate and 

Advanced Placement Courses 

UBC recognizes these advanced secondary 

school programs for admission and for 

transfer credit. 

International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Students 

For students who complete the International 

Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma, admission to 

the University will require a minimum of 24 

points including bonus points. Due to limited 

enrolment, a higher score will be required for 

admission to most programs. 

A minimum final grade of “3” in IB 

English A1 or A2 (Standard or Higher 

Level) is required for all programs. 

[…] 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?t
ree=2,279,0,0
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants with 

International Baccalaureate and 

Advanced Placement Courses 

UBC recognizes these advanced secondary 

school programs for admission and for 

transfer credit. 

International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Students 

For students who complete the International 

Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma, admission to the 

University will require a minimum of 24 points 

including bonus points. Due to limited 

enrolment, a higher score will be required for 

admission to most programs. 

[…] 
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Other English Language Secondary School Curricula – Minimum Standard in English 
 
 
URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?
tree=2,294,0,0
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:     
Admissions > Applicants Following Other 

International Secondary School Curricula 

All applicants applying to UBC from a 
secondary school offering English-
medium instruction must present a 
minimum final grade of 70% (or 
equivalent) in either junior (Grade 11) or 
senior year (Grade 12) English. 

The following list outlines the minimum 

standing for admission in terms of 

educational credentials. All students must 

present prerequisites appropriate for their 

intended program of study. 

 General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (GCSE) or General 

Certificate of Education (GCE), with 

standing in at least five subject areas, 

including English, with three in UBC-

approved academic Advanced Level 

subjects.  

 International Baccalaureate (IB). A 

Diploma with standing in at least six 

subjects, three at the standard level 

and three at the higher level, with a 

Diploma awarded.  

 French Baccalaureate and French 

Baccalaureate International Option 

(OIB). Completion of the baccalauréat 

général or the baccalauréat général 

(option internationale). All sections - S 

(scientifique), L (littéraire), and ES 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm
?tree=2,294,0,0
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
Admissions > Applicants Following Other 

International Secondary School 

Curricula 

The following list outlines the minimum 

standing for admission in terms of 

educational credentials. All students must 

present prerequisites appropriate for their 

intended program of study. 

 General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (GCSE) or General 

Certificate of Education (GCE), with 

standing in at least five subject 

areas, including English, with three in 

UBC-approved academic Advanced 

Level subjects.  

 International Baccalaureate (IB). A 

Diploma with standing in at least six 

subjects, three at the standard level 

and three at the higher level, with a 

Diploma awarded.  

 French Baccalaureate and French 

Baccalaureate International Option 

(OIB). Completion of the 

baccalauréat général or the 

baccalauréat général (option 

internationale). All sections - S 

(scientifique), L (littéraire), and ES 

(économique et sociale) - are eligible 

for consideration. The baccalauréat 

technologique may be considered for 

admission on a case-by-case basis. 
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(économique et sociale) - are eligible 

for consideration. The baccalauréat 

technologique may be considered for 

admission on a case-by-case basis. 

 Singapore (completion in 2008 and 

onward): Applicants must present 

evidence of completion of the new 

curriculum. Admission will be based on 

at least five examinations, including 

English, with three at the H2 level and 

two at the H1 level.  

 Other international school systems not 

listed above: Graduation from an 

approved university-preparation 

program within an education system 

that comprises 12 years of primary 

and secondary study or the 

equivalent. The admission average is 

calculated on academic courses and/or 

exams completed at the senior level 

(final year) of study. These courses 

and/or exams are selected by the UBC 

Admissions Office. 

Because of the differences in world 

educational systems, satisfactory completion 

of secondary school is not necessarily an 

acceptable basis for admission to first year. 

The University reserves the right to 

determine whether or not a student is eligible 

for admission and to determine what transfer 

credit, if any, may be granted. 

Additional academic criteria, such as 

achievement in standardized tests, results 

from national or international competitions, 

or compelling evidence of outstanding 

leadership, may be considered when 

evaluating undergraduate applicants from 

secondary schools who have studied full-time 

outside of Canada for at least one year 

 

 Singapore (completion in 2008 and 

onward): Applicants must present 

evidence of completion of the new 

curriculum. Admission will be based 

on at least five examinations, 

including English, with three at the 

H2 level and two at the H1 level.  

 Other international school systems 

not listed above: Graduation from an 

approved university-preparation 

program within an education system 

that comprises 12 years of primary 

and secondary study or the 

equivalent. The admission average is 

calculated on academic courses 

and/or exams completed at the 

senior level (final year) of study. 

These courses and/or exams are 

selected by the UBC Admissions 

Office. 

Because of the differences in world 

educational systems, satisfactory completion 

of secondary school is not necessarily an 

acceptable basis for admission to first year. 

The University reserves the right to 

determine whether or not a student is 

eligible for admission and to determine what 

transfer credit, if any, may be granted. 

Additional academic criteria, such as 

achievement in standardized tests, results 

from national or international competitions, 

or compelling evidence of outstanding 

leadership, may be considered when 

evaluating undergraduate applicants from 

secondary schools who have studied full-

time outside of Canada for at least one year 
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immediately prior to UBC admission. immediately prior to UBC admission. 

 
 
Type of Action: Add a minimum standard of 70% as a final grade in English 11 or 12 (including provincial 
examinations where applicable) to the undergraduate admission criteria for admission from an English-language 
high school. 
Rationale:   
 
The Senate Admissions Committee’s working group on Review of English Language Admission 
Standard (ELAS) has examined how undergraduate students satisfy ELAS and where minimum standards 
can be tightened to increase the likelihood of admitted students performing well in UBC’s English-
language environment. This analysis revealed that prior study in the English language (a minimum of 3 to 
4 years) plus a minimum final grade of 50% in English (the current minimum academic requirement) are 
not sufficiently indicative of an ability to succeed in UBC’s academically rigorous, English-language 
environment and does not align with the goal of admitting top students, prepared to succeed at UBC, as 
articulated in the “Principles of Effective Undergraduate Admission”. 
 
The Working Group found that performance in secondary school English correlates well to first-year 
sessional averages at UBC.UBC students who presented a final grade of less than 70% in English 11 or 
12 prior to admission are less likely to succeed than those with grades above 70%. Thirty percent of first-
year UBC students who present final English grades between 50-70% do not achieve acceptable sessional 
averages at UBC in first year (i.e., they are on academic probation, or fail, or are designated as having 
“unsatisfactory standing”). These students are considerably less likely to persevere on to second year.  
 
The introduction of a minimum threshold in English could place slight downward pressure on our 
admission GPAs. However, establishing a minimum English grade would increase the quality of UBC’s 
student body on the Vancouver campus by replacing students with high overall averages but lower 
English scores with students with slightly lower overall averages and higher English scores. In certain 
faculties, the latter group is statistically more likely to obtain a higher first-year sessional average. 
 
Overall, the proposed minimum standard in English performance is anticipated to add 0.4% to the 
domestic student retention rate and 0.3% to the ISI student retention rate. 
 
The ELAS Working Group also examined the effects a minimum threshold in English would have on 
enrolment numbers and on the timing of admission decisions.  
 
Timeliness of Offers 
 
In order to ensure that admission decisions can be timely, the committee also examined what secondary 
school English grade information could be used to reliably predict performance for admission purposes in 
the March/April timeframe. This analysis revealed that final grades in English 11 are as predictive of 
UBC performance as final grades in English 12. Accordingly, the committee determined that an English 
11 final grade would be satisfactory for the purpose of conducting an admission evaluation for applicants 
currently in their Grade 12 or senior year of high school.  
 
Grade 12 English grades are not available until too late for consideration of most students (July/August). 
Approximately 2% - 4% of students admitted from high school would not have a satisfactory grade 11 
English grade but would be able to meet UBC’s minimum 70% requirement on final grades in late July.  
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Impact on Enrolment 
 
Overall, a minimum standard of 70% in English 11 or 70% in English 12 performance would have 
resulted in approximately 3% of UBC Vancouver’s domestic population and 7%of the ISI population 
being no longer admissible between 2005 and 2007.  
 
Domestically, some students who would have been admitted under the current 50% minimum will be 
turned away and will be replaced by others who are either more or equally likely to succeed (depending 
on the faculty). As a result, our total domestic enrolment is not expected to be impacted by this policy 
proposal.  
 
For international enrolments, which are not included in provincial quotas, a minimum threshold in 
English performance could reduce the total number of students unless off-set by the lower admission 
GPAs. Faculties will also continue to have discretion over Broad Based Admission criteria, including 
establishment of minimum GPA for BBA consideration.  
 
Membership of the ELAS Working Group: 

• David Fielding, Senate Admissions Committee Chair 
• Janet Giltrow, Associate Dean (Students), Faculty of Arts 
• Paul Harrison, Associate Dean of Science,  
• Linda Hatt, Associate Dean, Barber School, UBC Okanagan 
• Katriona MacDonald, Assistant Dean & Executive Director, Academic Programs,  Sauder School 

of Business 
• Karen McKellin, International Student Initiative 
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University of British Columbia 

Calendar Change Proposal Form 
 

 
Effective Session: Effective immediately. 
 
Year for change: To be posted to the calendar 
upon approval for the purpose of advising 
prospective students. 

Date:  September 24, 2009 
 
Contact Person: 
Janet Giltrow 
Associate Dean 
Faculty of Arts 
 
604 822-3247   
giltrow@interchange.ubc.ca
  

 
URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,
19,0,0
Proposed Calendar Entry:     

As English is the language of instruction at 
UBC, all applicants, regardless of country of 
origin or of citizenship status, will be 
required to demonstrate competence in the 
English language prior to admission. 
Competence is expected in all four of the 
following skills: listening, reading, speaking, 
and writing. 

This requirement is distinct from the 
Language Proficiency Index (LPI) 
requirement for first-year English courses 
and Science One at UBC. Please see 
Language Proficiency Index Requirement for 
First-Year English and below for further 
information about the LPI. 

[…] 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,1
9,0,0
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

As English is the language of instruction at 
UBC, all applicants, regardless of country of 
origin or of citizenship status, will be 
required to demonstrate competence in the 
English language prior to admission. 
Competence is expected in all four of the 
following skills: listening, reading, speaking, 
and writing. 

This requirement is distinct from the 
Language Proficiency Index (LPI) 
requirement for first-year English courses, 
Arts One, the Arts Foundation Program, 
and Science One at UBC. Please see 
Language Proficiency Index Requirement for 
First-Year English and below for further 
information about the LPI 

[…] 

Type of Action: Update calendar language by 
removing mention of Arts Foundations (no longer 
offered) and by removing mention of Arts One 
requiring the LPI.  

Rationale:  The Arts Foundation Program was 
cancelled several years ago; the LPI is not a 
requirement for Arts One. 

 
 

Vancouver Senate 18 Nov 2009
Item 9f p.17 

mailto:giltrow@interchange.ubc.ca
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,197,282,71#17890
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,197,282,71#17890
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0#9383
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,197,282,71#17890
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,197,282,71#17890
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0#9383

	Item d-AB Secondary School Grade Adjustment .pdf
	THE CASE FOR ALBERTA GRADE ADJUSTMENTS
	ALBERTA SECONDARY SCHOOL GRADING PRACTICES
	COMPARING UBC STUDENT PERFORMANCE TO ALBERTA ADMISSION AVERAGES
	IMPACT OF OPTIONAL BC PROVINCIAL EXAMS ON ADMISSION CUT-OFFS
	ALBERTA GRADE CONVERSION RECOMMENDATION



	Item e-Minimum English Standard for Secondary School Applicants.pdf
	International Baccalaureate Diploma Students
	International Baccalaureate Diploma Students


