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December 1, 2009 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Vancouver Senate 
2016 - 1874 East Mall 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6T 1Z1 
 

 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: December Curriculum Proposals (approval) 

 
 
The Senate Curriculum Committee has reviewed the material forwarded to it by the 
faculties, and encloses those proposals it deems as ready for approval.  
 
As such, the following is recommended to Senate: 

 
Motion:  That the new and changed courses and programs brought 

forward by the Faculty of Applied Science, the College of Health 
Disciplines, the Faculty of Dentistry, the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies (Arts, Law, and Medicine), and the Faculty of Science be 
approved. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Peter Marshall, Chair 
Senate Curriculum Committee 
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 En rolment Services 

Senate and Curriculum Services 
1874 – 2016 East Mall 

Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 
lindsey.lipovsky@ubc.ca 

T: 604-822-9134; F: 604-822-5945 
2 December 2009 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: PROPOSALS FROM THE FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 
 
 
Attached please find submitted category 1 curriculum proposals for your consideration. 
 
New Course Code 
BMEG 
 
New Courses 
APSC 364 (3) 
MECH 224 (1) 
MECH 225 (1) 
MECH 493 (3) 
MINE 438 (3) 
MINE 485 (3) 
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Faculty: Applied Science  
Department: Biomedical Engineering 
Faculty Approval Date: 
Effective Session: September 2010 

Date:  September 18, 2009 
Contact Person: Dr. Ezra Kwok 
Phone: 604-822-1346 
Email: ezra@chbe.ubc.ca 

BMEG: Create New Course Code BMEG  
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
BMEG – Biomedical Engineering 
Faculty of Applied Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: None 
 
Present Calendar Entry: None 
 
Type of Action: Create new course code BMEG. 
 
Rationale:  The current courses offered by the 
Biomedical Engineering Program are under APSC. 
However, APSC courses are generally intended for 
all engineering students. Since the degree code for 
the program has been established as BMEG 
beginning September 2006, the Board of Study and 
the Industry Advisory Council overseeing this 
graduate program recommend that all program 
courses be re-coded to BMEG to reflect the 
program’s individual status and provide better 
visibility to BMEG course contents in student’s 
transcripts. The Biomedical Engineering Program 
also met the criteria established by the APSC Sub-
committee to review new course code requests.   
 
Category 1 
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Faculty: Applied Science 
Department: Engineering – Dean’s office 
Faculty Approval Date:  
Effective Session: September 2010 

Date: October 21, 2009 
Contact Person: Dr. Bruce Dunwoody 
Phone: 604-822-6556 
Email: bruce.dunwoody@ubc.ca 

APSC: Undergraduate Course Change(s)  
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
APSC 364 (3) APPLIED SUSTAINABILITY: 
UBC AS A LIVING LABORATORY 
The role and function of common infrastructures, 
and the impact of various technological solutions on 
people, the economy and the environment.  
Prerequisite: 3rd year standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: None 
 
Present Calendar Entry: None 
 
Type of Action: New Course 
 
Rationale: The course will be offered as an elective 
to students in Applied Science, Arts, Forestry, Land 
and Food Systems, Sauder School of Business and 
Science. Within Applied Science, the course will 
satisfy the “Impact of Technology on Society 
Requirement”. 
 
Category 1 
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Faculty: Applied Science 
Department: Mechanical Engineering 
Faculty Approval Date:  
Effective Date: September 2010 

Submission Date: September 29, 2009 
Contact Person:  Dr. Gary Schajer 
Phone: 604-822-6004 
Email:  schajer@mech.ubc.ca 

MECH: Undergraduate Course(s) 

 

 

Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
MECH 224 (1) INTEGRATION OF 
ENGINEERING CONCEPTS I.  Integration of the 
theory and practice of Mechanical Engineering to 
illustrate the commonality and conceptual 
connectivity of seemingly different technical areas.  
Emphasis on Dynamics, Solid Mechanics, 
Materials, Electronics and Mathematics.  
Corequisite:  MECH 221.  [1-0-1] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL:   
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/courses.cfm?code
=MECH 

Present Calendar Entry: N/A. 

Type of Action:  New Course. 

Rationale:  The central concept of the second year 
Mechanical Engineering curriculum Mech2 is to 
integrate the course material so that students see it as a 
coherent whole rather than the sum of disparate parts.  
This objective has been met to a substantial extent, but 
even greater achievement in this important area is 
sought.  This course and MECH 225 are together 
designed to raise the profile of integrated critical 
thinking within the Mech 2 program.  The thought here 
is that students tend to focus on the curriculum aspects 
that are most visible to them.  By making integrated 
critical thinking an explicit “course,” the objective 
becomes a greater target for student attention.  The 
proposed teaching practices build on existing practices 
within Mech 2 and seek to cultivate and strengthen 
integrated critical thinking among our young students 
at a pivotal time when they are just starting their 
Mechanical Engineering studies.   
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Faculty: Applied Science 
Department: Mechanical Engineering 
Faculty Approval Date:  
Effective Date: September 2010 

Submission Date: September 29, 2009 
Contact Person:  Dr. Gary Schajer 
Phone: 604-822-6004 
Email:  schajer@mech.ubc.ca 

MECH: Undergraduate Course(s) 

 

 

Proposed Calendar Entry:   

MECH 225 (1) INTEGRATION OF 
ENGINEERING CONCEPTS II.  Integration of 
the theory and practice of Mechanical Engineering 
to illustrate the commonality and conceptual 
connectivity of seemingly different technical areas.  
Emphasis on Thermodynamics, Fluid Mechanics 
and Mathematics.  Corequisite: MECH 222. [1-0-1]
 
 
 
 

URL:   
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/courses.cfm?code
=MECH 

Present Calendar Entry: N/A. 

Type of Action:  New Course. 

Rationale:  The central concept of the second year 
Mechanical Engineering curriculum Mech2 is to 
integrate the course material so that students see it as a 
coherent whole rather than the sum of disparate parts.  
This objective has been met to a substantial extent, but 
even greater achievement in this important area is 
sought.  This course and MECH 224 are together 
designed to raise the profile of integrated critical 
thinking within the Mech 2 program.  The thought here 
is that students tend to focus on the curriculum aspects 
that are most visible to them.  By making integrated 
critical thinking an explicit “course,” the objective 
becomes a greater target for student attention.  The 
proposed teaching practices build on existing practices 
within Mech 2 and seek to cultivate and strengthen 
integrated critical thinking among our young students 
at a pivotal time when they are just starting their 
Mechanical Engineering studies.  
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Faculty: Applied Science 
Department: Mechanical Engineering 
Faculty Approval Date:  
Effective Date: September 2010 

Submission Date: September 29, 2009 
Contact Person:  Dr. Gary Schajer 
Phone: 604-822-6004 
Email:  schajer@mech.ubc.ca 

MECH: Undergraduate Course Change(s) 

 

 

Proposed Calendar Entry:   

MECH 493 (3) INTRODUCTION TO 
ACADEMIC RESEARCH.  Research project 
directed by a faculty member in Mechanical 
Engineering.   

Prerequisites:  4th Year standing and at least 80% 
average in 3rd Year courses and permission of 
instructor. [0-5-1] 
 
 
 

URL:http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/courses.cfm
?code=MECH 
 

Present Calendar Entry: N/A. 

Type of Action:  New Course. 

Rationale:  Undergraduate students with high 
academic achievement are often interested in the 
possibility of going on to graduate studies.  However, 
they often have difficulty in making an informed 
decision because they lack any experience in doing 
research, a major part of graduate studies.  This course 
is designed to provide an opportunity for them to gain 
some structured research experience.   

 

Vancouver Senate 16 Dec 2009
Item 8 p.7 



Faculty of Applied Science: 

Engineering Curriculum Proposals ~ Category 1 ~ Fall 2009 

 

Faculty of Applied Science (APSC) Curriculum Proposals to Senate Subcommittee ~ November, 2009 6 
 

 
Faculty: Applied Science 
Department: Mining Engineering 
Faculty Approval Date:  
Effective Date: September 2010 

Submission Date: September 21, 2009 
Contact Person: Michael Hitch 
Phone: 604-827-5089 
Email: mhitch@mining.ubc.ca 

MINE: Undergraduate Course Change(s)  
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
MINE 438 (3) Advanced Process Mineralogy 
Textural parameters, such as mineral liberation size 
and mineral associations in connection with the 
mineral processing techniques for mineral recovery. 
(3-0-2) 
 
Prerequisite: MINE 331. 
 
 
 

URL: N/A 
 
 
Present Calendar Entry: N/A 
 
Type of Action:  New Course. 
 
Rationale:  Final year processing theory and techniques. 
To provide specialized instruction for mineral processing 
majors. 
 
Category 1 
 
 

 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 
 
MINE 485 (3) CAVE MINING SYSTEMS: 
DESIGN AND PLANNING 
Designs, planning and leading practices are applied 
to underground mining systems reliant on induced 
and controlled rock mass caving. (3-0-2) 
 
 
Prerequisite: MINE 302. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: N/A 
 
 
Present Calendar Entry:  N/A 
 
Type of Action: New Course. 
 
Rationale:  Cave mining systems represent the primary 
means to extract mineral resources underground at low 
cost through economies of scale. Design and planning 
requires addressing several dimensions that govern health 
and safety, as well as technical and economic 
responsibilities.  
 
Category 1 
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 En rolment Services 

Senate and Curriculum Services 
1874 – 2016 East Mall 

Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 
lindsey.lipovsky@ubc.ca 

T: 604-822-9134; F: 604-822-5945 
2 December 2009 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: PROPOSAL FROM THE COLLEGE OF HEALTH DISCIPLINES 
 
 
Attached please find submitted a category 1 curriculum proposal for your consideration. 
 
New Course  
IHHS 410 (3) 
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:   
Department: College of Health Disciplines 
Faculty Approval Date: 2009/06/04 
 
Effective Session: W Term 2  
Year 2009 for Change 
 

Date: 2009/06/25 
Contact Person: Elaine Alpert, 
Lynda Eccott 
Phone: 7-3304, 2-0733 
Email: ealpert@interchange.ubc.ca
            eccott@interchange.ubc.ca
 

Effective 2010/01/04 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:  
 
IHHS 410 (3)  Improving Public Health: an 
Interprofessional Approach to Designing 
and Implementing Effective Interventions 
 
By collaborating interprofessionally, each student 
team will identify and research a critical public 
health issue, and develop a detailed practical and 
effective intervention. 
Intended for students in health and human service 
programs. 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: n/a 
 
Present Calendar Entry: none 
 
Type of Action: New course 
 
Rationale:   
This web-based course uses a structured 
approach to engage students in the complex 
process of developing detailed, practical, and 
coherent interventions to improve public 
health. Working in interprofessional teams, 
students will collaborate across disciplines to 
tackle the tasks of detailed program design and 
implementation. 
 
Successful intervention planning for improving 
public health requires mastery of logical 
thinking, careful preparation, creativity and 
cross-disciplinary collaboration.  Attention and 
sensitivity to cultural constructs will be 
emphasized throughout the course. 
 
By mastering and practising the critical skills 
introduced in this course, students can become 
valued and effective contributors to the public 
health workforce. 
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 En rolment Services 

Senate and Curriculum Services 
1874 – 2016 East Mall 

Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 
lindsey.lipovsky@ubc.ca 

T: 604-822-9134; F: 604-822-5945 
2 December 2009 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: PROPOSAL FROM THE FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 
 
 
Attached please find submitted a curriculum proposal from the Faculty of Dentistry for your 
consideration. 
 
Suspension of Admission 
Dental Hygiene Degree Program: Direct Entry Admission Option 
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UBC Calendar Change Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

 
Faculty:  Dentistry 
Department: 
Faculty Approval Date: September 10, 2009 
 
Effective Session _09W___ Term ___ Year_1__ for 
Change 
 

Date: September 10, 2009 
Contact Person: Bonnie Craig 
Phone: 2-4680 
Email: bjcraig@interchange.ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,201,31
5,0 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
The Faculty of Dentistry offers a multiple admissions 
approach to the Dental Hygiene Degree Program. The 
four admission options or entry points are… 

The Faculty of Dentistry will not be accepting 
applications to the Direct Entry admission 
option for the 2010-2011 academic year. 
Applicants who wish to earn a BDSc (Dental 
Hygiene) degree are directed to the Entry-to-
Practice admission option. 

2. Direct Entry Admission Option 
The Direct Entry admission option, open only to 
secondary school applicants with no more than 6 
post-secondary university transferable credits… earn 
the B.D.Sc. degree in Dental Hygiene and …  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Direct Entry Option 

The Faculty of Dentistry will not be accepting 
applications to the Direct Entry admission option 
for the 2010-2011 academic year. Applicants who 
wish to earn a BDSc (Dental Hygiene) degree are 
directed to the Entry-to-Practice admission option. 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,
201,315,0 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
The Faculty of Dentistry offers a multiple 
admissions approach to the Dental Hygiene 
Degree Program. The four admission options or 
entry points are… 

 

 

 

2. Direct Entry Admission Option 
The Direct Entry admission option, open 
only to secondary school applicants with no 
more than 6 post-secondary university 
transferable credits, is the entry point to 
full-time, four-year studies through a 
partnership between UBC and Camosun 
College, the College of New Caledonia, and 
Vancouver Community College dental 
hygiene programs that includes 
development of the knowledge base and 
pre-clinical and clinical skills required to 
earn the B.D.Sc. degree in Dental Hygiene 
and become a registered dental hygienist 
(RDH)…  

2. Direct Entry Option 

Students entering the Program will complete the 
degree requirements through a partnership 
between the UBC Faculty of Dentistry and the 
dental hygiene programs of Camosun College, 
College of New Caledonia, and Vancouver 
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Students entering the Program will complete the 
degree requirements through a partnership between 
the UBC Faculty of Dentistry and the dental hygiene 
programs of Camosun College, College of New 
Caledonia, and Vancouver Community College. The 
Faculty expects students to register in a full course 
load in order to complete their degree requirements in 
4 years. The first year of the Direct Entry option is 
taken at UBC and consists of 33 credits of course work. 
Students who have successfully completed the first 
year of the program will advance to one of the three 
Colleges for the second and third years (September to 
June each year). Assignment to one of the three 
partner Colleges will be made by the University. 
Student preferences for College location will be 
considered but cannot be guaranteed. The fourth year 
of the program is taken at UBC through on-campus, 
distributed learning and community outreach 
instructional delivery… 

ADMISSION FROM SECONDARY SCHOOL 

The Faculty of Dentistry will not be accepting 
applications to the Direct Entry admission option 
for the 2010-2011 academic year. Applicants who 
wish to earn a BDSc (Dental Hygiene) degree are 
directed to the Entry-to-Practice admission option. 

Admission into the Direct Entry option of the Dental 
Hygiene Degree Program will be based upon academic 
performance and broad-based criteria… 

All inquiries relating to admission and the supplemental 
application should be addressed to Dentistry Student 
Services (fodadms@interchange.ubc.ca)... 

ACCEPTANCE 

2. Direct Entry Applicants 

The Faculty of Dentistry will not be accepting 
applications to the Direct Entry admission option 
for the 2010-2011 academic year. Applicants who 
wish to earn a BDSc (Dental Hygiene) degree are 
directed to the Entry-to-Practice admission option. 

The Dental Hygiene Degree Program has limited 
enrolment. Since the number of qualified applicants 
typically exceeds the number of places available, 
fulfillment of the minimum requirements is not a 

Community College. The Faculty expects 
students to register in a full course load in order 
to complete their degree requirements in 4 
years. The first year of the Direct Entry option is 
taken at UBC and consists of 33 credits of course 
work. Students who have successfully completed 
the first year of the program will advance to one 
of the three Colleges for the second and third 
years (September to June each year). 
Assignment to one of the three partner Colleges 
will be made by the University. Student 
preferences for College location will be 
considered but cannot be guaranteed. The fourth 
year of the program is taken at UBC through on-
campus, distributed learning and community 
outreach instructional delivery… 

 

 

ADMISSION FROM SECONDARY SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 

Admission into the Direct Entry option of the Dental 
Hygiene Degree Program will be based upon 
academic performance and broad-based criteria… 

All inquiries relating to admission and the 
supplemental application should be addressed to 
Dentistry Student Services 
(fodadms@interchange.ubc.ca)... 

ACCEPTANCE 

2. Direct Entry Applicants 

 

 

 

The Dental Hygiene Degree Program has limited 
enrolment. Since the number of qualified 
applicants typically exceeds the number of 
places available, fulfillment of the minimum 
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guarantee of admission. The Faculty reserves the right of 
selection of all students for admission to the Program… 

 
 

requirements is not a guarantee of admission. 
The Faculty reserves the right of selection of all 
students for admission to the Program… 

 
 
Type of Action: That a one-year moratorium be placed on 
applications to the Direct Entry admission option. 
 
Rationale: The Direct Entry option is a partnership with 
Vancouver Community College, Camosun College and 
the College of New Caledonia. For the 2009/2010 
academic year the College of New Caledonia has 
reduced the number of seats available to Direct Entry 
students to three from five. This means that the 
maximum enrolment for the Direct Entry option has been 
reduced from 15 to 13 students. There is no opportunity 
in the Direct Entry option for an increased number of 
seats. Direct Entry applicants are required to 
successfully complete first year requirements by April in 
order to progress to one of the partner colleges. As the 
Direct Entry option is limited to applicants from 
secondary school, the success rate for students 
progressing to second year has been low given that 
students must achieve a passing grade of 60%.  
 
Applicants who are interested in earning a Dental 
Hygiene Degree are eligible to apply to the Entry-to-
Practice. The option is open to applicants direct from 
secondary school as well as applicants with transfer 
credit. 
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 En rolment Services 

Senate and Curriculum Services 
1874 – 2016 East Mall 

Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 
lindsey.lipovsky@ubc.ca 

T: 604-822-9134; F: 604-822-5945 
2 December 2009 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: GRADUATE PROPOSALS  
 
 
Attached please find submitted category 1 curriculum proposals for your consideration. 
 
Arts 
New Stream 
Linguistics Cognitive Systems Stream 
 
Law 
New Course 
LAW 524 (2-4)d 
 
Medicine 
Suspend Admission 
Physiology Graduate Program 
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Arts/Graduate Studies 
Department: Linguistics 
Faculty Approval Date: October 6, 2009 
 
 
Effective Session Winter Term 2 Year 
2009W for Change 
 

Date: 13 Sep 2009 
Contact Person: Eric Vatikiotis-Bateson 
Phone: 7-5468 
Email: evb@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
… 

Program Overview 
 
The Department of Linguistics offers degree 
programs leading to both the Master of Arts 
(M.A.) and to the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D). 
Students can register in one of two streams: 
the Linguistics stream covers the core areas 
of phonetics, phonology, semantics, and 
syntax with the possibility of specializing in 
First Nations languages, African languages, 
first language acquisition, and experimental 
linguistics; the Cognitive Systems stream 
proceeds from the core areas of linguistics 
to specialized interaction with other 
disciplines such as art, computer science, 
music, philosophy, and psychology. 
 
Detailed information about the M.A. and Ph.D. 
degree programs may be obtained from the 
Department. 
 
… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,2
04,828,1189
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
… 

Program Overview 
 
The Department of Linguistics offers 
degree programs leading to both the Master 
of Arts (M.A.) and to the Doctor of 
Philosophy (Ph.D). Education is offered in 
the core areas of theoretical linguistics 
(phonetics, phonology, semantics, syntax), 
with the possibility of specializing in the 
following areas: First Nations languages, 
African languages, and first language 
acquisition.
 
Detailed information about both degree 
programs may be obtained from the 
Department. 
 
… 
 
Type of Action: 
Introduction of new PhD stream in 
Cognitive Systems to be hosted by 
Linguistics. 
 
Rationale:   
UBC has been at the forefront in providing 
undergraduate training in Cognitive 
Systems, attracting students to UBC from 
all over the world. At the graduate level, 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  1 
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however, UBC has been slow to offer 
polymath programs in cognitive systems, 
informatics, and the like.  Linguistics 
departments in Canada and elsewhere, in 
particular, have become increasingly 
multidisciplinary in their approach to 
graduate training, intersecting with 
cognitive and brain sciences (McGill U, U 
Rochester, MIT), informatics (U 
Edinburgh, U Amsterdam, Stanford), 
speech technology (MIT, Johns Hopkins) 
society and health (Emory), and so on. 
Linguistics would like to broaden it scope 
as well, but without compromising the 
integrity of its well-established and highly 
regarded training program in formal 
theoretical linguistics. 
The new COGS stream in Linguistics will 
be fully integrated with the current 
linguistics curriculum, whose primary foci 
continue to be training in linguistics theory 
and application to primary language data in 
both the laboratory and the field. COGS 
stream students will fulfill the same core 
course requirements of the Linguistics MA, 
which should take a little over a year. This 
will make it possible for students who have 
entered the linguistics MA Program to 
choose to pursue the COGS or Linguistics 
PhD. PhD students, who meet the criteria 
set out by the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
for admission to a PhD program, will be 
admitted to the COGS stream on the basis 
of their academic records, presentation of 
detailed research prospectuses, and 
identification of a cooperative research 
supervisor. The research supervisor and the 
student will then determine what additional 
training, curricular or otherwise, is required 
to insure the best training for the student 
and completion of a successful dissertation. 
The multidisciplinary nature of the training 
will usually require that the student 
establish both pedagogical and research ties 
with other disciplines.  
An expected benefit of the new stream to 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  2 
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the Linguistics Department is better 
distributed research supervision. 
Specifically, five of the 13 linguistics 
department faculty members, whose areas 
of research expertise are peripheral to 
formal linguistic theory, will be able to 
attract students better-suited to their 
research interests.  

 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  3 
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Medicine 
Department:  Anatomy, Cell Biology and 
Physiology 
Faculty Approval Date:  June 13, 2008 
 
Effective Session __winter__ Term _1__ 
Year2009__ for Change 
 

Date: Dec 8, 2008 
Contact Person:  Ed Moore 
Phone: 
Email: edwin.moore@ubc.ca

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
The Physiology Graduate Program is not 
accepting applications for admission.  
Applicants interested in study of 
anatomy, cell biology and physiology are 
encouraged to apply to the Graduate 
Program in Cell and Developmental 
Biology, an Interdisciplinary Program in 
the College for Interdisciplinary Studies 
(CfIS). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Type of Action: 
Suspend admission to Ph.D. and M.Sc. 
graduate programs 
Rationale:   
As part of the academic reorganization 
taking place within the Faculty of 
Medicine, new interdisciplinary 
graduate programs with impressive 
course offerings and multi-faculty 
membership have appeared. Our 
Department has been instrumental in 
developing these programs, in training 
their graduate students, and in 
developing and teaching their courses. 
These new programs are the 
destinations of choice for incoming 
graduate students, which is a 
testament to their success. In 
recognition of this evolution the 
Department of Cellular and 
Physiological Sciences, formerly the 
Departments of Physiology and 
Anatomy/Cell Biology, voted 
unanimously with two abstentions at 
the Faculty retreat of Friday, June 13, 
2008, to place the PHYL graduate 
program into hibernation; the program 
is not accepting new students. 

 
 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  1 
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 En rolment Services 

Senate and Curriculum Services 
1874 – 2016 East Mall 

Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 
lindsey.lipovsky@ubc.ca 

T: 604-822-9134; F: 604-822-5945 
2 December 2009 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: PROPOSAL FROM THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
 
 
Attached please find submitted a category 1 curriculum proposal for your consideration. 
 
New Course  
PHYS 490 (3) 
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PHYSICS 
Effective Session:  09W, Term 2 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
PHYS 490 (3)  Student Directed Seminar 
 
Self-directed, collaborative studies, in a 
group-learning environment, initiated and 
coordinated by senior undergraduate 
students with the supervision of a faculty 
advisor.  Course structure, enrolment and 
delivery methods will comply with the 
"Handbook for Student Directed Seminars".  
[3-0-0] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
None 
 
Type of Action:  New Course for 09W. 
Rationale:  The Student Directed Seminars 
Program is a student-driven program that offers 
students an opportunity to initiate and coordinate 
small, collaborative, group learning experiences.   
It is an expansion of the directed studies option 
offered by most departments.  The proposed   
SDS course complies with the UBC "Handbook 
for Student Directed Seminars". 
http://leap.ubc.ca/files/2005/08/sdshandbook200
9.doc which states that any course must be 
approved by the UBC SDS program 
administration prior to each offering. An SDS 
course, PHYSICS AND SOCIETY has been 
approved by the SDS and will be offered in 
January 2010 should PHYS 490 be approved.
Supporting Documents: SCI-09-1-PHYS 490 
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