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February 19, 2010 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re: Calendar Changes on Admission (Advanced Credit or Placement, British 

Columbia Adult Graduate Diploma and Doctoral and Master’s Degrees: 
Faculty of Graduate Studies) (approval) 

 
a) Advanced Credit or Placement – Calendar Change on Admission (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on Advanced Credit or Placement. Applicants seeking advanced credit/placement for 
secondary school subjects must complete the required course work and examinations prior to 
attendance in a degree program at UBC. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on Advanced Credit or Placement, 

effective for entry to the 2010 Summer Session and thereafter. 
 

 
b) British Columbia Adult Graduation Diploma – Calendar Change on Admission 

(approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on British Columbia Adult Graduation Diploma. Applicants presenting Adult Basic 
Education courses must meet a minimum final standard of 70% as a final grade in English 11 or 12. 
This recommendation is consistent with the changes to minimum standards in English for secondary 
school applicants approved at the November 2009 meeting of Senate. 
 
 

Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on British Columbia Adult Graduation 
Diploma, effective for entry to the 2011 Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 
c) Doctoral and Master’s Degrees: Faculty of Graduate Studies – Calendar Change on Admission 

(approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 
calendar entry on Doctoral and Master’s Degrees. The circulated document outlines a number of small 
editorial changes.  
 

Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry Doctoral and Master’s Degrees. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. David Fielding 
Chair, Admissions Committee 
 

Vancouver Senate 3 Mar 2010
Item 7a-c p.1 



 



THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
UBC Undergraduate Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Unit: Undergraduate Admissions 
Effective Session: 2010 Summer 
Year for Change: 2010 

Date: January 27, 2010 
Contact Person: Rosalie Vlaar, Sr. Policy 
Analyst, Undergraduate Admissions 
Phone: 604-822-4240 
Email: rosalie.vlaar@ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,17,0,0
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > Advanced 
Credit or Placement 

Advanced placement, and in many cases 
advanced credit, may be given in 
appropriate secondary school subjects 
where high academic achievement has been 
attained as long as the required course 
work and exams are completed prior to 
attendance in a degree program at UBC. 
This provision applies particularly to the 
Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate (Higher Level), and General 
Certificate of Education (Advanced Level) 
programs. Applicants should refer to the 
Undergraduate Viewbook or Admissions 
for more information. 

 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,17,0,0
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > Advanced 
Credit or Placement 

Advanced placement, and in many cases 
advanced credit, may be given in 
appropriate secondary school subjects 
where high academic achievement has been 
attained. This provision applies particularly 
to the Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate (Higher Level), and General 
Certificate of Education (Advanced Level) 
programs. Interested students should refer 
to the Undergraduate Viewbook or 
Admissions for more information. 

 

Type of Action: Prevent granting of UBC credit for 
enriched secondary school courses completed once 
already attending UBC. 
 
Rationale:  This is a general policy statement 
regarding credit for enriched secondary school 
courses completed after a student has begun 
attending UBC. It applies to Advanced Placement, 
International Baccalaureate, British A-levels, and 
any other secondary curricula that are eligible for 
credit or advanced standing at the point of 
admission to the University. The goal is to prevent 
students from either enrolling in or writing exams 
for such courses concurrent with their UBC study 
for the purpose of credit toward a UBC degree. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
UBC Undergraduate Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Effective Session: 2011 Admission 
Year for Change: To be posted to 
the calendar upon approval for the 
purpose of advising prospective 
students. 

Date:  December 8, 2009 
Contact Person: Rosalie Vlaar, Senior 
Policy Analyst, Undergraduate Admissions 
Phone: 604-822-4240 
Email: rosalie.vlaar@ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,22,67,0
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants 
Following the BC/Yukon Secondary 
School Curriculum > British Columbia 
Adult Graduation Diploma (BCAGD) 

The University recognizes the BCAGD 
Provincial Diploma for admission to the 
first year of an undergraduate degree. 
Applicants who have completed the 
BCAGD must be at least 19 years of age 
and meet the following admission 
requirements: 

1. Four Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
Advanced Level or Grade 11 
courses, which must include 
English; Algebraic Mathematics 
(ABE) or Principles of Mathematics 
11; one Science1; and one of Social 
Science (ABE), Social Studies 11, 
Civic Studies 11, Language 11, or 
First Nations 12.  

2. Four Provincial Level (ABE) or 
Grade 12, including English, or 
English 12 First Peoples, and three 
additional subjects chosen from 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Mathematics (ABE) or Principles of 
Mathematics 12, Computer Science 
(ABE), Geology, Geography, 
History, English Literature, and 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,22,67,0  

Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > Applicants 
Following the BC/Yukon Secondary 
School Curriculum > British Columbia 
Adult Graduation Diploma (BCAGD) 

The University recognizes the BCAGD 
Provincial Diploma for admission to the 
first year of an undergraduate degree. 
Applicants who have completed the 
BCAGD must be at least 19 years of age 
and meet the following admission 
requirements: 

1. Four Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
Advanced Level or Grade 11 
courses, which must include 
English; Algebraic Mathematics 
(ABE) or Principles of Mathematics 
11; one Science1; and one of Social 
Science (ABE), Social Studies 11, 
Civic Studies 11, Language 11, or 
First Nations 12.  

2. Four Provincial Level (ABE) or 
Grade 12, including English, or 
English 12 First Peoples, and three 
additional subjects chosen from 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Mathematics (ABE) or Principles of 
Mathematics 12, Computer Science 
(ABE), Geology, Geography, 
History, English Literature, and 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Languages. 

1Excludes ABE General and Applied Science and Grade 11 Resource 
Science. 

 
A minimum final course grade of 70% in 
either English 11 or English 12 is 
required for all programs. 

The admission average will be calculated 
on ABE Provincial Level English, or 
English 12, or English 12 First Peoples, 
and three other ABE Provincial Level or 
Grade 12 courses, each of which must be 
graded.  

A minimum average of 67% is required for 
admission to all programs. However, due to 
limited enrolment, a higher average is 
required in most programs. All courses 
must be completed by June. Summer 
school courses or grades obtained in 
supplemental examinations will not be 
considered. 

Entrance requirements to specific programs 
parallel those for BC/Yukon secondary 
school graduates and applicants should 
refer to the table Specific Program 
Requirements for Applicants Following the 
BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum to 
ensure they have the required courses. 

Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
Courses 

UBC accepts the BC Certificate of 
Graduation (Dogwood) in combination 
with Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
Provincial Level courses completed at 
recognized secondary schools, adult 
education centres, or post-secondary 
institutions. 

For applicants who complete ABE 
Provincial Level courses, but do not 
complete the BC Adult Graduation 

Languages. 

1Excludes ABE General and Applied Science and Grade 11 Resource 
Science. 

 

 

The admission average will be calculated 
on ABE Provincial Level English, or 
English 12, or English 12 First Peoples, 
and three other ABE Provincial Level or 
Grade 12 courses, each of which must be 
graded. A minimum average of 67% is 
required for admission to all programs. 
However, due to limited enrolment, a 
higher average is required in most 
programs. All courses must be completed 
by June. Summer school courses or grades 
obtained in supplemental examinations will 
not be considered. 

 

Entrance requirements to specific programs 
parallel those for BC/Yukon secondary 
school graduates and applicants should 
refer to the table Specific Program 
Requirements for Applicants Following the 
BC/Yukon Secondary School Curriculum to 
ensure they have the required courses. 

Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
Courses 

UBC accepts the BC Certificate of 
Graduation (Dogwood) in combination 
with Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
Provincial Level courses completed at 
recognized secondary schools, adult 
education centres, or post-secondary 
institutions. 

For applicants who complete ABE 
Provincial Level courses, but do not 
complete the BC Adult Graduation 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Diploma (BCAGD), the admission average 
will be calculated on ABE Provincial Level 
English, or English 12, or English 12 First 
Peoples, and three other ABE Provincial 
Level or Grade 12 courses, each of which 
must be graded. 
 
A minimum final course grade of 70% in 
either English 11 or English 12 is 
required for all programs. 
 

Diploma (BCAGD), the admission average 
will be calculated on ABE Provincial Level 
English, or English 12, or English 12 First 
Peoples, and three other ABE Provincial 
Level or Grade 12 courses, each of which 
must be graded. 

Type of Action: Add a minimum standard of 70% 
as a final course grade in English 11 or 12 to the 
undergraduate admission criteria for applicants 
presenting ABE courses. 
 
Rationale:  This aligns the undergraduate 
admission policy for students presenting the ABE 
with the minimum standards in English that were 
approved by Senate in November 2009 for 
admission from all other English language 
secondary school curricula. 
 
ABE students are not required to write provincial 
examinations in order to earn the BC Adult 
Graduation Diploma. As a result, the minimum final 
grade in English will be based on a course grade 
only (i.e., the grade will not include results from the 
provincial exam). 
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UBC Admission Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

 
Faculty:  Graduate Studies 
Department: Dean’s Office 
Faculty Approval Date:  Nov 30, 2009 
Effective Session: Term 2 Winter 
Year for Change: 2009 
 

Date: November 30, 2009 
Contact Person: Jenny Phelps 
Phone: 604-822-2934 
Email: jenny.phelps@ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,204,340,1
81
Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and 
Schools > The Faculty of Graduate 
Studies > Admission > Doctoral Degrees 
 
 

Proposed Calendar Entry: 
A student may apply for admission to the degree 
program by writing directly to the graduate program 
in which the program is offered. Students are 
normally admitted to study only in fields that are 
formally authorized by Senate to offer doctoral 
programs. All applications must be accompanied by 
an application fee at the time of submission. Consult 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies for current 
information on admissions and application fees. 

The number of students that can be accommodated 
is limited and graduate programs will accept the 
best qualified students as vacancies occur. Most 
students begin their program of study at the start of 
the Winter Session (the beginning of September) but 
other start dates may be available, depending on 
the specific program. Limitations on the number of 
students that can be accommodated require that 
applicants be selected well before the start date. 
Students are encouraged to submit applications for 

admission as early as possible. 
 
Doctoral Degrees 

Applicants for the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), 
Doctor of Musical Arts (D.M.A.) and Doctor of 
Education (Ed.D.) must have completed one of the 
following requirements prior to admission: 

1. In the case of the Ph.D., a master's degree 
(or equivalent) from an approved institution 
with clear evidence of research ability or 
potential, or in the case of the D.M.A., a 
master's degree (or equivalent) from an 
approved institution with outstanding ability 
in performance or composition.  

2. In the case of the Ed.D., a master's degree 
in Education (or equivalent degree) from an 
approved institution.  

3. A bachelor’s degree with one year of study 
in a master's program with 12 credits of 
first class average, of which 9 credits must 
be at the 500-level or above and at least 9 
credits must be of first class standing. Also:  

a. (for Ph.D.) clear evidence of 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,204,34
0,181
Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and 
Schools > The Faculty of Graduate 
Studies > Admission > Doctoral Degrees 
 
 

Present Calendar Entry: 
A student may apply for admission to the degree 
program by writing directly to the graduate 
program in which the program is offered. Students 
are normally admitted to study only in fields that 
are formally authorized by Senate to offer doctoral 
programs. All applications must be accompanied 
by an application fee at the time of submission. 
Consult the Faculty of Graduate Studies for current 
information on admissions and application fees. 

The number of students that can be 
accommodated is limited and graduate programs 
will accept the best qualified students as vacancies 
occur. Most students begin their program of study 
at the start of the Winter Session (the beginning of 
September) but other start dates may be 
available, depending on the specific program. 
Limitations on the number of students that can be 
accommodated require that applicants be selected 
well before the start date. Students are 
encouraged to submit applications for admission 
as early as possible. 

 
Doctoral Degrees 

Applicants for the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), 
Doctor of Musical Arts (D.M.A.) and Doctor of 
Education (Ed.D.) must have completed one of the 
following requirements prior to admission: 

1. In the case of the Ph.D., a master's 
degree (or equivalent) from an approved 
institution with clear evidence of research 
ability or potential, or in the case of the 
D.M.A., a master's degree (or equivalent) 
from an approved institution with 
outstanding ability in performance or 
composition.  

2. In the case of the Ed.D., a master's 
degree in Education (or equivalent 
degree) from an approved institution.  

3. A bachelor’s degree with one year of 
study in a master's program with 12 
credits of first class average, of which 9 
credits must be at the 500-level or above 
and at least 9 credits must be of first 
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research ability or potential;  

b. (for Ph.D., Elementary Education) 
first class standing in Teacher 
Training or a B.Ed.;  

c. (for Ed.D.) first class standing and 
first class standing in such 
prerequisite work as may have 
been required, and five years 
professional experience; or  

d. (for D.M.A.) outstanding ability in 
performance or composition. 

4. Transfer directly into a doctoral program is 
normally accomplished after completion of 
the first year of study at the master's level 
and will not be permitted after completion 
of the second year.  

5. In exceptional cases, applicants who hold 
an honours bachelor's degree with an 
overall average in the A grade range and 
who demonstrate advanced research ability 
may be granted direct admission to a 
doctoral degree program on 
recommendation of the admitting graduate 
program and approval of the Dean of the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies. Students 
entering directly from a bachelor's degree 
must, during the first year of study, 
complete 12 credits with a first class 
average, of which at least 9 credits must be 
at the 500-level or above and at least 9 
credits must be of first class standing, to 
maintain registration as a doctoral student. 

Individuals of Aboriginal ancestry are 
encouraged to apply.  Additional information 
for Aboriginal applicants to graduate programs 
is available at: 
http://www.grad.ubc.ca/aboriginal/

 

 

 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,20
4,340,182
Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and 
Schools > The Faculty of Graduate 
Studies > Admission > Master's Degrees 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
A student may apply for admission to a master's 
degree program by writing directly to the graduate 
program in which the program is offered. Up-to-date 
information on admission is available at the Faculty 
of Graduate Studies. Students are admitted to study 
only in fields that are authorized by Senate to offer 
master's-level programs. All applications must be 
accompanied by an application fee at the time of 
submission. Consult the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
for more information. The number of students that 
can be accommodated is limited, and graduate 

class standing. Also:  

a. (for Ph.D.) clear evidence of 
research ability or potential;  

b. (for Ph.D., Elementary 
Education) first class standing in 
Teacher Training or a B.Ed.;  

c. (for Ed.D.) first class standing 
and first class standing in such 
prerequisite work as may have 
been required, and five years 
professional experience; or  

d. (for D.M.A.) outstanding ability 
in performance or composition. 

4. Transfer directly into a doctoral program 
is normally accomplished after completion 
of the first year of study at the master's 
level and will not be permitted after 
completion of the second year.  

5. In exceptional cases, applicants who hold 
an honours bachelor's degree with an 
overall average in the A grade range and 
who demonstrate advanced research 
ability may be granted direct admission to 
a doctoral degree program on 
recommendation of the admitting 
graduate program and approval of the 
Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 
Students entering directly from a 
bachelor's degree must, during the first 
year of study, complete 12 credits with a 
first class average, of which at least 9 
credits must be at the 500-level or above 
and at least 9 credits must be of first 
class standing, to maintain registration as 
a doctoral student. 

____ 
Type of Action: 
Editorial change 
Rationale: 
Add wording for aboriginal applicants 
 
 
URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=12,
204,340,182
Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and 
Schools > The Faculty of Graduate 
Studies > Admission > Master's Degrees 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
A student may apply for admission to a master's 
degree program by writing directly to the graduate 
program in which the program is offered. Up-to-
date information on admission is available at the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies. Students are 
admitted to study only in fields that are authorized 
by Senate to offer master's-level programs. All 
applications must be accompanied by an 
application fee at the time of submission. Consult 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies for more 
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programs with limited facilities will accept the best-
qualified students as vacancies occur. 

Most students begin their program of study in 
September, but limitations on the number of 
students that can be accommodated require that 
applicants be selected well before this date. 
Students are encouraged to submit applications for 
admission as early as possible. 

 
Master’s Degrees 

Students with a Bachelor's Degree from a 
Canadian or American Institution 

Normally, applicants for a master's degree program 
must hold the academic equivalent of a four-year 
bachelor's degree from UBC with one of the 
following: 

• A minimum overall average in the B+ range 
(76% at UBC) in third- and fourth-year 
level courses.  

• Academic standing with at least 12 credits 
of third- or fourth-year level courses in the 
A grade range (80% or higher at UBC) in 
the field of study.  

• Alternatively, applicants who do not 
meet the requirements stated above, but 
who have had other significant formal 
training, relevant professional 
experience, and/or otherwise possess 
demonstrable knowledge or 
expertise that would prepare them 
adequately for successful study in a 
specific graduate program, may be 
granted admission on the 
recommendation of the appropriate 
graduate program and approval of the 
Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 

Individuals of Aboriginal ancestry are 
encouraged to apply.  Additional information 
for Aboriginal applicants to graduate programs 
is available at: 
http://www.grad.ubc.ca/aboriginal/ 

These are the minimum requirements for admission 
to the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Individual 
graduate programs may have additional admission 
requirements. Consult the graduate program listings 
in the Calendar to confirm the admission 
requirements for specific degree programs. 

….. 

information. The number of students that can be 
accommodated is limited, and graduate programs 
with limited facilities will accept the best-qualified 
students as vacancies occur. 

Most students begin their program of study in 
September, but limitations on the number of 
students that can be accommodated require that 
applicants be selected well before this date. 
Students are encouraged to submit applications for 
admission as early as possible. 

 
Master’s Degrees 

Students with a Bachelor's Degree from a 
Canadian or American Institution 

Applicants for a master's degree program must 
hold the academic equivalent of a four-year 
bachelor's degree from UBC with one of the 
following: 

• A minimum overall average in the B+ 
range (76% at UBC) in third- and fourth-
year courses.  

• Academic standing with at least 12 credits 
of third- or fourth-year courses in the A 
grade range (80% or higher at UBC) in 
the field of study.  

• Applicants who have a four-year 
bachelor's degree or its academic 
equivalent, which does not meet the 
requirements stated above, but who have 
had significant formal training and 
relevant professional experience to offset 
such deficiencies, may be granted 
admission on the recommendation of the 
appropriate graduate program or faculty 
and approval of the Dean of the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies. 

 

 

 

 

These are the minimum requirements for 
admission to the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 
Graduate programs may have additional admission 
requirements. Consult the graduate program 
listings in the Calendar to confirm the admission 
requirements for specific degree programs. 

…… 

Type of Action: 
Editorial change 
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Add wording for aboriginal applicants 
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