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To: Vancouver Senate

From: Agenda Committee

Subject: Call for Submissions: Topics of Broad Academic Interest

(information)

In 2009, the Agenda Committee of the Vancouver Senate issued its annual call for
submissions of topics of broad academic interest to the University community. This
annual canvassing of the community and scheduling of subsequent Senate discussions is
undertaken to implement one of the recommendations from a 2005 review of the
Vancouver Senate.

In response to the 2009 call, the Agenda Committee received the following topics:

e Faculty Culture of Service: Referred to the Nominating Committee, discussed at
the 18 November 2009 Senate meeting.

e Course Based Community Service Learning and Community Based
Research: Referred to the Teaching and Learning Committee, discussed at the 20
January 2010 Senate meeting.

e Student Engagement in International Learning: Referred to the Teaching and
Learning Committee, discussed at the 31 March 2010 Senate meeting.

e Gender-Neutral Degree Nomenclature: Referred to the Academic Policy
Committee.

e Students’ Health, Wellbeing, and Academic Success: The Agenda Committee
requested additional specifics from the proposers.

e University Reliance on External Funding Sources and Academic Freedom:
On hold pending further Agenda Committee discussions.

e Creating an Academic Sustainability Plan: The Agenda Committee is
consulting with the President’s Advisory Committee on Sustainability and the
vice-chair of the working group on academic sustainability.

2010 Call for Submissions

The Agenda Committee hereby renews its call for submissions of topics of broad
academic interest for possible inclusion on a future Senate meeting agenda.

This call will also be circulated to Vice-Presidents, Associate Vice-Presidents, Deans,
Associate Deans, and other selected academic administrators with the request that they
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circulate further as they deem appropriate. It would be appreciated if Senators would
also promote this opportunity within your units.

2010 Submission Requirements

Submissions may be up to 300 words (approximately one page) in length and should
include commentary about why the Senate in particular might find the topic worthy of
discussion.

For submission under this category, topics are for information and discussion only. They
must not include a motion or require an immediate decision by the Senate. Please use
Senate’s regular submission process for approval items.

Other criteria for consideration include:

e Cross-University topics that span multiple disciplines or areas of interest that are
related in some way to Senate’s role in the academic governance of the
University.

e Emerging themes, trends, or issues that may inform future Senate involvement or
policy development.

2010 Submission Deadline
Please forward submissions to Ms. Ginette Vallée, Associate Academic Governance

Officer, Senate & Curriculum Services, (ginette.vallee@ubc.ca) no later than Friday, 16
July 2010.

The Agenda Committee will deliver a progress report to Senate at its September 2010
meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Anne Bobinski, Chair
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