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30 April 2010 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re: Bachelor of Applied Science – Admission (approval) 
 
 UBC Admissions Student Declaration (approval) 
 

Graduate Programs in Teaching English as a Second Language – TOEFL 
Requirement (approval) 

 
d) Bachelor of Applied Science – Admission (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the proposed 
changes in admission requirements for post-secondary applicants to the Bachelor of Applied Science 
program as set out in the circulated proposal. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the changes in admission requirements for post-secondary 

applicants to the Bachelor of Applied Science program, effective for entry to the 2010 
Winter Session and thereafter. 

 
 
e) UBC Admissions Student Declaration (approval)(circulated) 
 
 The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 

calendar entry on UBC Admissions Student Declaration. The proposed changes remove reference to 
the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada and clarify current language on disclosure of 
information on the UBC Application Form for Undergraduate Admission. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on UBC Admissions Student 

Declaration. 
 
 
f) Graduate Programs in Teaching English as a Second Language (approval)(circulated) 
 

The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the proposed 
changes in admission requirements for applicants to graduate programs in Teaching English as a 
Second Language (Doctor of Philosophy, Master of Education and Master of Arts in Teaching 
English as a Second Language).  Applicants must meet a minimum internet-based TOEFL score 
of 92, with a minimum score of 22 in each exam component, to be eligible for admission. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the changes in admission requirements for applicants to the Doctor 

of Philosophy in Teaching English as a Second Language, Master of Education in 
Teaching English as a Second Language and the Master of Arts in Teaching English as 
Second Language programs, effective for entry to the 2010 Winter Session and 
thereafter. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. David Fielding 
Chair, Admissions Committee 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
UBC Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Faculty: Applied Science 
Department:  APSC 
Faculty Approval Date:  March 11, 2010 
Effective Date:  September 2010 
Year for Change: 2010 

Date:  April 28, 2010 (revised) 
Contact Person:  Bruce Dunwoody 
Phone:  822-6556 
Email:  bruce.dunwoody@ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm
?tree=12,195,272,28  

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm
?tree=12,195,272,28  

  
Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and 
Schools > The Faculty of Applied 
Science > Bachelor of Applied Science > 
Admission 

Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and 
Schools > The Faculty of Applied 
Science > Bachelor of Applied Science > 
Admission 

  
Present Calendar Entry: Proposed Calendar Entry: 
  
Admission from Science Admission from a Post-Secondary 

Institution 
Applicants who have taken first-year Science at 
UBC are eligible to be considered if they have 
achieved an overall average of at least 55% on 
all courses, including any failed courses, and at 
least 60% in each of chemistry, physics, and 
mathematics (60% average in MATH 100 and 
101, minimum 60% in MATH 101). Applicants 
from a college or another university are eligible 
for consideration if they have achieved an 
overall grade point average of at least 2.5, 
including any failed courses, with a grade point 
average of at least 2.7 in mathematics, physics, 
and chemistry with no grade less than C in 
these subjects. 

 
Applicants from another Faculty at UBC 
or another post-secondary institution 
may be considered for admission to the 
engineering program of the Faculty of 
Applied Science. An overall average of at 
least 65%, including any failed courses, 
is required. The overall average is 
calculated in accordance with the 
general admission requirement for 
undergraduate applicants from a college 
or university. <<link to general policy at 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?
tree=2,25,73,0 >> 

Applicants registered in Science who have 
taken 60 or more credits must normally have an 
average of at least 60% on all courses taken in 
their most recent 60 credits of study in science, 
including any failed courses. 

 
Applicants must also have an average of 
at least 70% in all chemistry, 
mathematics and physics courses which 
transfer to the first-year engineering 
program. Courses to be considered in 
this average of mathematics, chemistry 
and physics courses are not limited to 
the last 30 credits only. Where two 
courses, or one repeated course, have 
been taken which transfer to one of the 

Applicants from first year at an approved 
university or college should normally have 
taken the following 30 credits of prerequisite 
subjects: CHEM 121 and 123, ENGL 112 or 
another first-year English course, MATH 100 
and 101 (or 120 and 121), PHYS 101 and 102 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

courses of the first-year engineering 
program, only the grade of the latest 
course will be used in calculating this 
average. 

(or 107 and 108), plus 9 credits of appropriate 
electives. 

Students transferring into engineering with 6 
credits of first-year Chemistry may substitute a 
3-credit engineering graphics course for APSC 
150. 

 
Admission to the engineering program is 
competitive. Applicants who meet all of 
these criteria are not guaranteed 
admission. Applicants who are deficient in one or more of 

these subjects should consult the Dean's Office, 
Engineering Student Services.  

Applicants with less than 24 transferable 
credits from a post-secondary institution 
are evaluated against both secondary 
and post-secondary admission criteria. 

Applicants with more than 24 credits of 
transfer credit in first-year engineering may be 
eligible for second-year engineering, depending 
on the program which they wish to enter and 
the transfer credit received. Advice on transfer 
credit is available from the Applied Science 
Dean's Office. Applicants admitted to second 
year may be able to complete their engineering 
program in three years following first-year 
Science, depending on the first-year 
engineering courses that they lack and the 
arrangements that they can make for 
completing these courses. These applicants 
must complete a Second Year Program 
Preference Form by June 15. 

 
Applicants with more than 24 credits of 
transfer credit in first-year engineering 
may be eligible for second-year 
engineering. Advice on transfer credit is 
available from the Dean’s Office, 
Engineering Student Services. 
Deficiencies from first-year must be 
completed prior to graduation.   
 
Students admitted to second year must 
complete a Second Year Program 
Preference Form by June 15.  
 

Exemptions for Applied Science 
Exemptions for Applied Science Course  Exemption  

Course  Exemption CHEM 121 and 123 CHEM 154  
CHEM 121 and 123 CHEM 154 PHYS 101 and 102 PHYS 153  
PHYS 101 and 102  PHYS 153 

The following courses, which can be taken 
as electives in first-year Science, also give 
the exemptions indicated: 

The following courses, which can be taken 
as electives in first-year Science, also give 
the exemptions indicated: 

Exemptions for Science 
Exemptions for Science Course  Exemption  

Course  Exemption MATH 221 or 223 MATH 152  
MATH 221 or 223 MATH 152 PHYS 216  PHYS 170  
PHYS 216  PHYS 170 

MATH 221, or equivalent, is required for 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

students wishing to enter the Departments 
of Electrical and Computer Engineering or 
Mechanical Engineering. 

MATH 221, or equivalent, is required for 
students wishing to enter the Departments 
of Electrical and Computer Engineering or 
Mechanical Engineering. Successful completion of UBC Science 

One provides transfer credit for first-year 
engineering for CHEM 154, MATH 100, 
MATH 101, and PHYS 153. 

Successful completion of UBC Science 
One provides transfer credit for first-year 
engineering for CHEM 154, MATH 100, 
MATH 101, and PHYS 153. Applicants with less than 25 transfer 

credits in engineering will normally enter 
first-year engineering and take a program 
similar to the one described in the table, 
Typical Transfer Program Following First-
Year Science. They will normally require 
four years following first-year Science to 
complete their engineering programs. 

 
Type of Action:  Reword information to align with 
current practices. 
 
Rationale:  The current wording is very old, but has 
been updated piecemeal since. 
 
 

Applicants with less than 25 transfer 
credits in engineering will normally enter 
first-year engineering and take a program 
similar to the one described in the table, 
Typical Transfer Program Following First-
Year Science. They will normally require 
four years following first-year Science to 
complete their engineering programs. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
UBC Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Effective Session: 2011 Admission 
 
Year for Change: To be posted to 
the calendar upon approval for the 
purpose of advising prospective 
students 

Date:  April 28, 2010 
 
Contact Person:  
Rosalie Vlaar 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Undergraduate Admissions 
604-822-4240 
rosalie.vlaar@ubc.ca

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,284,0,0

Homepage > Admissions > UBC 
Admissions Student Declaration 

UBC Admissions Student 
Declaration 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 

The following Student Declaration appears 
on the UBC Application Form for 
Undergraduate Admission. The 
Admissions Office will not process an 
application unless the applicant has 
accepted the Student Declaration as part of 
completing the application form. 

• I agree that my secondary and post-
secondary grades may be released 
to UBC. I will notify 
Undergraduate Admissions of any 
additional secondary and/or post-
secondary studies taken subsequent 
to the date of this application.  

• I agree that if I knowingly or 
carelessly provided untrue or 
incomplete information with this 
application then UBC may in its 
sole discretion do any or all of the 
following: (a) withdraw any offer 
of admission, whether accepted or 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.
cfm?tree=2,284,0,0

Homepage > Admissions > UBC 
Admissions Student Declaration 

UBC Admissions Student 
Declaration 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

The following Student Declaration appears 
on the UBC Application Form for 
Undergraduate Admission. The 
Admissions Office will not process an 
application unless the applicant has 
accepted the Student Declaration as part of 
completing the application form. 

• I agree that my secondary and post-
secondary grades may be released 
to UBC. I will notify 
Undergraduate Admissions of any 
additional post-secondary studies 
taken subsequent to the date of this 
application.  

• I accept that if, in reading and 
completing this application, I 
knowingly or carelessly provided 
untrue or incomplete information, 
(a) any offer of admission, whether 
accepted or not, may be withdrawn 
by UBC; (b) I may be required to 
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not; (b) require me to withdraw 
from UBC; (c) subject me to 
academic discipline; (d) share the 
information I provided with other 
post-secondary institutions, law 
enforcement agencies, or other 
third parties.  

• I agree that UBC may verify the 
information provided by contacting 
the relevant institution or any 
secondary or post-secondary 
institutions not listed in this 
application.  

• I agree that my name may be 
released to my school or school 
district if I am a Scholarship 
recipient.  

• I agree, if admitted to UBC, to 
comply with all rules and 
regulations of the University, 
present and future. 

 

withdraw from UBC; (c) I may be 
subject to academic discipline.  

• I agree that UBC may verify the 
information provided by contacting 
the relevant institution or any 
secondary or post-secondary 
institutions not listed in this 
application.  

• I accept that information on 
falsified documents is shared with 
the Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada.  

• I agree that my name may be 
released to my school or school 
district if I am a Scholarship 
recipient.  

• I agree, if admitted to UBC, to 
comply with all rules and 
regulations of the University, 
present and future.  

___________________________________ 

Type of Action:  
1) Remove reference to the Association of 

Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) 
in the applicant declaration that appears both 
in the Calendar and in the application for 
undergraduate admission and replace with text 
recommended by the Office of the University 
Counsel. 

2) Ensure that applicants provide the University 
with up-to-date information on the prior 
education, both secondary and post-secondary 

 
Rationale:   
1) The Association of Universities and Colleges 

of Canada (AUCC) has asked that all 
institutions remove reference to their 
association in the declaration that appears on 
applications for admission. The specific part of 
the declaration to be changed currently reads: 
"I accept that information on falsified 
documents is shared with the Association of 
Universities and Colleges of Canada". UBC 
shares this information with other Canadian 
post-secondary institutions through a 
"document alert" posting to the "DocAlert-L" 
listserv. The posting contains only the 
applicant name and date of birth. 

 
 

  

Vancouver Senate 12 May 2010
Item 12e p.8 



THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

AUCC advises that "the purpose of 
DocAlert-L is to function as a closed, 
national electronic forum available only to 
regular member institutions of the 
Association. Its sole purpose is for the 
issuing of document alerts by regular 
member institutions in good standing when 
a member institution has received 
documents of questionable authenticity."  
They go on to say that "The document alert 
has no official status; it is simply a service 
to alert you to those cases where you may 
wish to pay particular attention to the 
application and its supporting documents." 
  
The proposed text, below, is recommended 
by the Office of the University Counsel as 
an acceptable alternative to the current text. 
 

2) Changes in both secondary and post-
secondary education prior to admission are 
relevant to the selection of students, 
particularly in relation to the completion of 
necessary pre-requisite courses and the 
calculation of an admission average that 
accurately reflects prior academic 
performance. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
UBC Admissions Proposal Form 

Change to Admission Requirements 
 

Faculty:  Education 
Department: LLED 
Faculty Approval Date: April 20, 2010 
Effective Session: 2010 W Session Term 1 
Year for Change: 2010 

Date: April 20, 2010 
Contact Person: Ling Shi 
Phone: 2-4335 
Email: ling.shi@ubc.ca 

URL: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=12,204,345,0  
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
TOEFL and GRE Requirements 
 
Internet-based TOEFL Scores 

Program  Reading Writing Listening Speaking Overall 
Teaching English as a Second 
Language 

22 22 22 22 92 

 
URL: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=12,204,345,0  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
TOEFL and GRE Requirements 
 
Internet-based TOEFL Scores 

Program  Reading Writing Listening Speaking Overall 
Teaching English as a Second 
Language 

    80

 
Type of Action: 
Amend the Internet-based TOEFL scores for the Teaching English as a Second Language from 80 to 92 and 
indicate 22 as a part score for each component. 
 
Rationale:   
The change better reflects current admission practices and policies in the Department. Students with a TOEFL 
score of 80 or part scores of less than 22 have not been able to cope with the coursework in our graduate program. 
 
Our graduate program serves local and international English language teaching professionals; we therefore expect 
high levels of English proficiency of current and future leaders in this area. In addition, the oral and written 
coursework, major paper, and thesis demands require a higher level of proficiency than represented by our earlier 
requirement. The previous scores were considered by TOEFL to represent "fair" or "intermediate" language 
proficiency (not "good" or "high" levels) and language assessment experts as well as peer programs nationally 
(e.g., OISE/U of T) and internationally recommend higher minimum scores for successful graduate study in 
English language education. According to ETS (TOEFL developer), part scores for Reading and Listening under 
22 represent "intermediate" level proficiency; 22 and over is "high". For Speaking part scores, 18-25 is "Fair" and 
26+ is "Good"; for Writing 17-23 is "Fair" and 24+ is "Good". Therefore, a score of 22 across each of the part  
scores represents only a modest increase in our admission requirements. 
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