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To: Vancouver Senate
From: Tributes Committee

Subject: Memorial Minutes

The Tributes Committee has prepared memorial minutes for the following individual:

Dr. lan McTaggart-Cowan

Motion: That Senate approve the Memorial Minutes for Dr. lan McTaggart-
Cowan, that they be entered into the Minutes of Senate and a copy
be sent to the family of the deceased.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Sally Thorne, Chair
Senate Tributes Committee
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Dr. lan McTaggart-Cowan

A scholar and early activist for wildlife conservation, lan McTaggart-Cowan informed generations
of British Columbians about the natural wonders around them.

He began his studies at the University of British Columbia, spending his summers in the field,
studying Rocky Mountain fauna in national parks. After graduating in 1932, he began work on a
doctorate at the University of California, Berkeley. He then joined the staff of the Provincial
Museum (now the Royal B.C. Museum) in Victoria as a biologist, helping to revive the institution
through field work and expansion of its collections.

In 1940, he joined UBC Department of Zoology, becoming department head in 1953. He served
as Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies from 1964 until retiring from UBC in 1975. Upon
retirement from the University, he served one term as the Chancellor of the University of Victoria.

Dr. McTaggart-Cowan had an extensive list of public service contributions, including seven years
with the National Research Council of Canada as the first chairman of an advisory committee on
wildlife research. He also served on the Board of Governors of the Arctic Institute of North
America and as Chairman of the Canadian Environmental Advisory Council.

An eminent zoologist, he produced hundreds of papers, pamphlets and books. He is recognized
as a pioneer in the use of television as a medium to educate the public about conservation. In
1955, he hosted a television show called Fur and Feathers. Filmed live, he taught children about
animals while encouraging them to appreciate the natural world.

He later served as host of two other documentary series for CBC television. The Living Sea was
shown in British Columbia in 1957 and then nationally in 1962. This was followed by The Web of
Life, an 11-part series of half-hour episodes that aired in 1963.

Dr. McTaggart-Cowan was invested as an officer of the Order of Canada in 1971 for his
contributions to zoology and as a conservationist and named to the Order of British Columbia in
1991. He was also awarded several honorary degrees, including Doctor of Science from the
University of Victoria, Doctor of Laws from University of Alberta and Simon Fraser University and
Doctor of Environmental Studies from the University of Waterloo.

In 2005, the provincial government contributed $500,000 to establish a professorship in his name
at the University of Victoria’s School of Environmental Studies. His name graces the Cowan
Vertebrate Museum on the UBC campus, which boasts 17,000 mammal and 15,200 bird
specimens.



