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April 28, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To: Senate 

From: David Farrar, Provost and Vice President Academic 

Re: Report on Great Northern Way Campus 
 
 
Great Northern Way Campus is shared between the University of British Columbia, Simon Fraser University, 
Emily Carr University of Art and Design, and the British Columbia Institute of Technology.  The site consists 
of “18.5 acres of land donated by Finning International in 2001 to the 4 academic partner institutions. It is 
located on the southern edge of the False Creek Flats, a 308 acre industrial area generally bounded by Main 
Street to the west, Clark Street to the east, Prior/Venables Streets to the north, and Great Northern Way to the 
south.” (http://www.gnwc.ca/planning/planning-process )  The intent is to develop Great Northern Way Campus 
“into a vibrant, livable and sustainable community that attracts innovative businesses and academic programs 
and encourages collaboration between industry and the four partner institutions.” (http://www.gnwc.ca/ ) 
 
Each of the partners has an academic interest in the site, including collaboration in an innovative Master of 
Digital Media programme.  Other academic uses are made by one or other partner either alone or in 
collaboration with other institutions.  UBC, for example maintains its theatre workshop at Great Northern Way 
Campus as well as a painting studio used by members of the Visual Arts program for large-scale painting 
projects. 
 
Senate has given consideration to academic governance of programmes at Great Northern Way Campus on 
three previous occasions: 

1. October 2006: http://www.senate.ubc.ca/vancouver/minutes.cfm?article=minute06-07/1006/october.pdf (p. 38). Principles of 
academic governance and administration of degree programs approved “with the proviso that Senate have ongoing oversight 
and right of approval for all academic programs, courses, regulations, and policies applicable to students who are candidates 
for degrees offered in part by the University of British Columbia at the Great Northern Way campus.”  

2. January 2007: http://www.senate.ubc.ca/vancouver/minutes.cfm?article=minute06-07/0107/january.pdf (pp. 75-7). MOU on 
Academic Governance and Administration of Degree Programs (and three appendices) approved with the proviso that Senate 
be provided with updated information on development of programmes at Great Northern Way Campus.   

3. February 2007:  http://www.senate.ubc.ca/vancouver/minutes.cfm?article=minute06-07/0207/february.pdf (p. 107) MDM 
and associated courses approved. 

The Great Northern Way Campus partnership is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of institutional 
representatives and community volunteers and managed by its President, Matthew Carter (formerly Vice 
President, UBC Properties Trust; Citibank, London).  The current members of the Board of Directors are Jamie 
Bruce (Partner, Capital West Partners) (Chair), Chris Golding (VP Learning and Technology, BCIT), Andrew 
Grant (President, The PCI Group), Patricia Hibbitts (VP Finance and Administration, SFU), John C. Kerr 
(Managing Partner of Lignum Forest Products LLP and Chairman of Lignum Investments), J. Eric Martin (Vice 
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President Development, BOSA Developments), Tamara Vrooman (CEO Vancity), W. Wesley Pue (Vice 
Provost & AVP, UBC). 
 
Although it is open for each partner institutions to develop initiatives alone or in concert at the site under 
conventional academic partnership arrangements, it is not intended to develop any further academic 
programmes under the governance of Great Northern Way Campus.  The Master of Digital Media (MDM) is the 
only academic programme of the Great Northern Way Campus.  It is: 
 

... an innovative, full-time professional Master’s degree in entertainment technology and digital media. 
This is a team-based, industry-facing program focused on project learning. The challenging curriculum, 
designed with input from academia and industry, ensures relevancy in today's ever-expanding 
marketplace. During the 20-month program, including an internship, graduates will develop the 
professional skills required to be effective creators, practitioners and senior managers in the rapidly 
growing digital media industry. (http://mdm.gnwc.ca/program/mdm-program-overview ) 
 

The MDM programme has been successful in attracting, retaining, and graduating well qualified students, as 
application, admissions, and graduation trends reveal:  2010 – 63 qualified applicants, 53 offers made to date; 
2009 – 75 qualified applicants, 55 offers; 35 accepted, 34 remain registered;  2008 – 61 qualified applicants, 44 
offers, 29 accepted, 26 graduating;  2007 – 29 applicants, 21 accepted, 21 enrolled, 21 graduated.  There is a 
growing interest in the programme by international students (2009-2011, 41%; 2008-2010, 31%; 2007 – 2009, 
29%).  It is expected that an external review of the programme will be undertaken within the next 12-18 
months. 
 
Academic oversight for the MDM remains vested in an Academic Committee composed of representatives of 
all four partner institutions.  Programme changes require the approval of the BCIT Education Council and the 
Senates of the three university partners.  Simon Fraser University has agreed to provide oversight to the 
programme on behalf of the partnership so as to regularize governance of the programme and support for it.  All 
four partner institutions are represented on a graduate programme committee which reports upwards both 
through Simon Fraser University’s governance structures and to the Great Northern Way Campus Academic 
Committee (and thence to the Senates and Education Council).   
 
The current members of the Master of Digital Media Graduate Programme Committee are Tom Calvert (Chair), 
Jim Bizzochi (SFU), Maria Lanton (ECUAD), Rhodri Windsor-Liscombe (UBC), Kim Dotto, (BCIT).  The 
Director of the MDM Programme serves ex officio. 
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