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30 April 2010 
 
To:  Vancouver Senate 
 
From:  Admissions Committee 
 
Re: Conditional Admission Program (approval) 

Doctor of Medicine – Admission: BC Residency Requirement (approval) 
 Master of Music – TOEFL and GRE Requirements (approval) 

 
a) Conditional Admission Program (approval)(circulated) 
 
 The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the proposed 

calendar entry on the Conditional Admission Program (approved by Senate in September 2007) and 
the revised calendar entry on English Language Admission Standard.  

 
 Undergraduate applicants who meet admission requirements but who present an English language 

proficiency test score below the minimum required for direct entry to a degree program may be 
admitted under the Conditional Admission Program. The proposal outlines minimum competence for 
entry to the Program and the requirements for successful completion. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the proposed calendar entry on applicants to the Conditional 

Admission Program, effective for entry to the 2010 Winter Session and thereafter. 
 

 
b) Doctor of Medicine – Admission: BC Residency Requirement (approval)(circulated) 
 
 The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends to Senate for approval the revised 

calendar entry on admission to the Doctor of Medicine program. Preference is given to residents of 
British Columbia. The proposed change clarifies the Faculty of Medicine’s current practice. 

 
Motion: That Senate approve the revised calendar entry on admission to the Doctor of Medicine 

Program. 
 
 
c) Master of Music – TOEFL and GRE Requirements (approval)(circulated) 
 
 The Admissions Committee has reviewed and recommends for approval the change in admission 

requirements for applicants to the Master of Music program. The proposed change aligns the required 
TOEFL and GRE requirements for admission to the Master of Music program with the minimum 
admission requirements of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 
 

Motion: That Senate approve the changes in admission requirements for applicants to the 
Master of Music program, effective for admission to the 2010 Winter Session and 
thereafter. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. David Fielding 
Chair, Admissions Committee 
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Calendar Change Proposal Form 
 
Approval Date:  
 
Effective Session: 2010 Winter Session 
and beyond 
 
Year for change: To be posted to the 
calendar upon approval for the purpose of 
advising prospective students. 

Date: April 28, 2010 
 
Contact Persons:  
Dr. Anna Kindler  
Vice Provost and AVP Academic Affairs 
Office of the VP Academic 
604 822-0206   
anna.kindler@ubc.ca
 
Michael Weiss 
Director, Continuing Studies 
604 822-9077   
michael.weiss@ubc.ca
 
Karen McKellin 
Director, International Student Initiative 
604 822-1418   
karen.mckellin@ubc.ca
 

URL: http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0  
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 

Admissions 
Homepage > Admissions > English Language Admission Standard 

Sub‐sections 
English Language Competence >
English Language Proficiency Tests >
Waiver of the English Language 
Admission Standard

>

Language Proficiency Index (LPI) 
Requirement to Enroll in a First Year 
English Course 

>

Conditional Admission Program  > 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
Homepage > Admissions > English Language Admission Standard > Conditional 
Admission Program 
 

Conditional Admission Program 
 
Applicants who do not meet UBC’s minimum English language admission standard 
for an undergraduate program may be interested in the Conditional Admission 
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Program offered through UBC’s English Language Institute.<< hotlink “Conditional 
Admission Program” to the website set up by ELI to promote this program, located at 
http://www.eli.ubc.ca/condadmission/index.html >> 
 
To qualify for this program, applicants must: 
 

1. Present academic and other admission selection qualifications, other than 
English language proficiency, that rank in the top 50% of students selected 
for admission to the program in the year prior to the date of application; and 

2. Present evidence of English language proficiency that can be brought up to 
UBC’s English Language Admission Standard in no more than one year. The 
minimum competence scores required to qualify for the program are listed in 
the Calendar under English Language Proficiency Tests. << hotlink “English 
Language Proficiency Tests” to the proposed page in the Calendar, below>> 

 
Successful completion of the Conditional Admission Program requires achieving a 
level of 600 in the UBC Certificate in English Language, with a minimum of 75% in 
each sub skill.  Successful completion for students admitted to degree programs that 
require a first year English course also includes presentation of the minimum score 
required on the Language Proficiency Index (LPI). << link to LPI requirements in the 
Calendar>> 
 
Students admitted to the Conditional Admission Program are required to complete 
the program. Therefore, such students cannot substitute other English language 
proficiency exams to gain entry to the degree program. 
 
Students admitted to the Conditional Admission Program must successfully 
complete the program within 12 months of first enrolling in the program. 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 

English Language Proficiency Tests 
  Test  Minimum 

Competence for 
Undergraduate 

Admission1  

Minimum 
Competence for 

entry to the 
Conditional 
Admission 
Program5

CAE  Certificate in Advanced 
English4  

B  C 

CAEL  Canadian Academic English 
Language assessment  

overall 70  Overall 60 with 
no sub-test below 
50 
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 With the speaking sub-test  60  50 
CEL  UBC Certificate in English 

Language2  
600  500 

CELPIP  Canadian English Language 
Proficiency Index Program3  

  

 CELPIT-A (Academic Reading 
and Writing)3  

4L  3H 

 CELL (Listening)  4L  3H 
 CELTOP (Speaking)  4L  3H 
CPE  Certificate of Proficiency in 

English4  
C  CAE4: C 

IELTS  International English Language 
Testing System (Academic)  

6.5 with no part 
less than 6.0  

6.0 with no part 
less than 5.5 

MELAB  Michigan English Language 
Assessment Battery  

85 final score, 
with 3 in the 
speaking test  

80 final score 

TOEFL  Test of English as a Foreign 
Language  

  

 Either the Paper-based test  55  52 
 With the TWE (Test of Written 

English)  
4.0  3.0 

 Or the Internet-based test  Overall Score: 90 Overall Score: 82 
  Reading: 22  Reading: 20 

  Listening: 22  Listening: 20 
  Writing: 21  Writing: 19 

  Speaking: 21  Speaking: 19 
1 Unless otherwise stated, the score is the minimum on each 
part of the examination. Minimum scores must be achieved in 
a single sitting of the test (i.e., scores across multiple instances 
of a test may not be used to satisfy minimum component 
requirements). Tests taken more than two years prior to 
application for admission will not be considered.  

 

2 See the UBC English Language Institute for further details.   

3 The Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Test - 
Academic (CELPIT-A) portion of this test satisfies the 
Language Proficiency Index (LPI) requirement for first-year 
English courses at UBC with a score of at least 5 on the essay 
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section.  
4 Administered by the University of Cambridge ESOL 
Examinations organization.  
5 Undergraduate applicants who exceed admission 
requirements but who present an English language 
proficiency test score below the minimum required for 
direct entry to a degree program may be considered for the 
Conditional Admission Program through UBC’s English 
Language Institute.  <<hot link “Conditional Admission Program” to 
the relevant Calendar page proposed herein>>  
 

 

 
 
URL from Web Calendar: http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0 
 
Present Calendar Entry:  
 
Homepage > Admissions > English Language Admission Standard 

As English is the language of instruction at UBC, all applicants, regardless of country of 
origin or of citizenship status, will be required to demonstrate competence in the English 
language prior to admission. Competence is expected in all four of the following skills: 
listening, reading, speaking, and writing. 

[…] 

English Language Proficiency Tests 
  Test  Competence Level1  

CAE  Certificate in Advanced English4  B  

CAEL  Canadian Academic English Language 
assessment  

overall 70  

 With the speaking sub-test  60  

CEL  UBC Certificate in English Language2  600  

CELPIP  Canadian English Language Proficiency Index 
Program3  

 

 CELPIT-A (Academic Reading and Writing)3 4L  

 CELL (Listening)  4L  

 CELTOP (Speaking)  4L  
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CPE  Certificate of Proficiency in English4  C  

IELTS  International English Language Testing 
System (Academic)  

6.5 with no part less than 
6.0  

MELAB  Michigan English Language Assessment 
Battery  

85 final score, with 3 in 
the speaking test  

TOEFL  Test of English as a Foreign Language   

 Either the Paper-based test  55  

 With the TWE (Test of Written English)  4.0  

 Or the Internet-based test  Overall Score: 90  

  Reading: 22  

  Listening: 22  

  Writing: 21  

  Speaking: 21  
1 Unless otherwise stated, the score is the minimum on each part of the examination. 
Minimum scores must be achieved in a single sitting of the test (i.e., scores across 
multiple instances of a test may not be used to satisfy minimum component 
requirements). Tests taken more than two years prior to application for admission will 
not be considered.  
2 See the UBC English Language Institute for further details.  
3 The Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Test - Academic (CELPIT-A) 
portion of this test satisfies the Language Proficiency Index (LPI) requirement for first-
year English courses at UBC with a score of at least 5 on the essay section.  
4 Administered by the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations organization.  

[…] 

Type of Actions: 
 

1. Restructure the English Language Admission Standard (ELAS) section of the Calendar so that 
various sections are accessed via a sub-contents page. 

2. Insert new Calendar language that describes the selection criteria for and successful completion of 
the Conditional Admissions Program that was approved by Senate in September 2007. 
 

Rationale:   
 

1. The ELAS section of the Calendar has grown over time and is now quite long, covering a number 
of ELAS-related topics. Splitting this entry into sub-sections would make it more readily navigable 
by prospective students. The proposed sub-section headings follow and would be linked to existing 
text that already appears in the Calendar. 

2. The Conditional Admissions Program (CAP) that was approved by Senate in September 2007 did 
not include Calendar language. New language, under the sub-heading of “Conditional Admission 
Program” in the ELAS section of the Calendar is proposed herein. This language includes: 
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• A description of the program and eligibility criteria 
• An amended table of English language proficiency tests with minimum language 

standards for entry to the CAP. 
• A description of what successful completion of the program entails. 

 
Some amendments to the original approved proposal approved by Senate in 2007 are recommended 
herein. These include: 

a. The criterion that an applicant must intend to apply for an undergraduate degree program 
at UBC has been removed. Stating this as a requirement, when this intention must be 
declared upon application to the CAP is unnecessary. 

b. Successful completion of the CAP no longer requires completion of the IAEP, which 
stood for Intensive Academic English Program. This term has effectively been supplanted 
by the Conditional Admission Program and so is now obsolete. Reference to the IAEP 
does not appear in the proposed Calendar text. 

c. The minimum standard for entry of applicants presenting the Certificate of Proficiency in 
English (CPE) would be submission of the Certificate of Advanced English (CAE) with a 
score of C. This is consistent with the requirement further up in the amended table of 
English language proficiency tests. 

d. The requirement that both the CAEL (Canadian Academic English Language) assessment 
and the English Language Institutes CEL (Certificate in English Language) has been 
amended so that only one of these standards, already approved for ELAS purposes, must 
be met by the student in order to enroll in the degree program. The original CAP proposal 
referred to “CAEL” but actually intended to say “CEL” when speaking of what was 
required to complete the program. This was a typographical error. 
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UBC Admissions Proposal Form 
Change to Admission Requirements 

 
Faculty:  Medicine 
Department: MD Undergraduate 
Admissions 
Faculty Approval Date: April 28, 2010 
Effective Session: 2010-2011 
Year for Change: 2010 

Date: April 14, 2010 
Contact Person: Joan Munro 
Phone: 604-875-4111 ext 68933 
Email: jmunro@medd.med.ubc.ca 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,209,374,340 
 
Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and 
Schools > The Faculty of Medicine > 
Doctor of Medicine > Admission 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 

Selection Process 

The entering class for this coming 
September is limited to 256 full-time 
students. The number of qualified 
applicants significantly exceeds the number 
of available positions. Therefore, not every 
qualified applicant will be offered 
admission. Admission is based on a 
selection process which strives to enroll the 
most highly qualified applicants who will 
be evaluated on the following criteria: 

1. Three academic evaluations are 
calculated:  

a. overall academic average, 
based on all university-level 
courses attempted 
(including summer courses 
and graduate courses with 
grades, if applicable)  

b. most recent 60 credits 
average (note: the number 
of credits used may vary for 
some applicants)  

c. prerequisite average 
2. The evaluation of non-academic 

URL: 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,209,374,340  

Homepage > Faculties, Colleges, and 
Schools > The Faculty of Medicine > 
Doctor of Medicine > Admission 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Selection Process 

The entering class for this coming 
September is limited to 256 full-time 
students. The number of qualified 
applicants significantly exceeds the number 
of available positions. Therefore, not every 
qualified applicant will be offered 
admission. Admission is based on a 
selection process which strives to enroll the 
most highly qualified applicants who will 
be evaluated on the following criteria: 

1. Three academic evaluations are 
calculated:  

a. overall academic average, 
based on all university-level 
courses attempted 
(including summer courses 
and graduate courses with 
grades, if applicable)  

b. most recent 60 credits 
average (note: the number 
of credits used may vary for 
some applicants)  

c. prerequisite average 
2. The evaluation of non-academic 
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criteria is based on the following:  
a. a list of extracurricular 

activities prepared by the 
applicant  

b. a report of non-academic 
experiences and a rural 
interest statement  

c. interview, if granted  
d. three references, when 

requested  
e. rural/remote suitability (if 

applicable)  
f. essay by Aboriginal (First 

Nations, Métis, or Inuit) 
candidates who are applying 
to the Aboriginal stream  

Please refer to M.D. Undergraduate 
Admissions Evaluation Criteria for 
additional information. 

The interview is a critical component of the 
admission process. The interview process 
follows the Multiple Mini-Interview 
(MMI) model. Applicants selected for an 
interview will be contacted by the 
admissions office and will also be asked to 
submit their reference letters. The interview 
dates are usually scheduled from around 
the middle of February to the beginning of 
March. 

The selection of candidates for admission 
to the distributed M.D. undergraduate 
program is governed by guidelines 
established by the Admissions Policy 
Committee and approved by the Senate of 
UBC. The selection process reflects the 
values of the UBC Faculty of Medicine and 
all university partners in the UBC 
distributed M.D. undergraduate program. 
The process is designed to choose well-
rounded students from a variety of 
backgrounds who meet the goals of the 
expanded, distributed program; who can be 
expected to perform well in the rigorous 

criteria is based on the following:  
a. a list of extracurricular 

activities prepared by the 
applicant  

b. a report of non-academic 
experiences and a rural 
interest statement  

c. interview, if granted  
d. three references, when 

requested  
e. rural/remote suitability (if 

applicable)  
f. essay by Aboriginal (First 

Nations, Métis, or Inuit) 
candidates who are applying 
to the Aboriginal stream  

Please refer to M.D. Undergraduate 
Admissions Evaluation Criteria for 
additional information. 

The interview is a critical component of the 
admission process. The interview process 
follows the Multiple Mini-Interview 
(MMI) model. Applicants selected for an 
interview will be contacted by the 
admissions office and will also be asked to 
submit their reference letters. The interview 
dates are usually scheduled from around 
the middle of February to the beginning of 
March. 

The selection of candidates for admission 
to the distributed M.D. undergraduate 
program is governed by guidelines 
established by the Admissions Policy 
Committee and approved by the Senate of 
UBC. The selection process reflects the 
values of the UBC Faculty of Medicine and 
all university partners in the UBC 
distributed M.D. undergraduate program. 
The process is designed to choose well-
rounded students from a variety of 
backgrounds who meet the goals of the 
expanded, distributed program; who can be 
expected to perform well in the rigorous 
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curriculum and problem-based learning 
format; and who can balance and enrich 
their academic experience with strong non-
academic skills and interests. 

The UBC Faculty of Medicine’s Associate 
Dean of Equity oversees the selection 
process to ensure that all applicants are 
given careful consideration without regard 
to age, gender, race, religion, sexual 
orientation, marital, or economic status. 
The Admissions Selection Committee 
reviews and discusses all interviewed 
applicants. At present, admission is limited 
to Canadian citizens and permanent 
residents of Canada. Preference is given to 
residents of British Columbia. 
Information on residency criteria can be 
found at BC Residency Requirements.  A 
maximum of 10% of the total seats may be 
made available to out-of-province 
applicants in the medical program each 
year. In completing the online application, 
candidates will provide information to help 
determine their suitability for the Northern 
Medical Program. 

The applicant will have the opportunity to 
indicate their site preferences after getting 
an interview offer. Members of the 
Admissions Selection Committee are not 
aware of an applicant’s site preference 
during the selection discussions. Following 
an admissions decision, successful 
applicants are allocated to sites based on 
their preferences. The first site choice is 
given priority, unless the available 
positions at that site have been filled, in 
which case he/she would be wait-listed for 
their preferred site if applicable. 

curriculum and problem-based learning 
format; and who can balance and enrich 
their academic experience with strong non-
academic skills and interests. 

The UBC Faculty of Medicine’s Associate 
Dean of Equity oversees the selection 
process to ensure that all applicants are 
given careful consideration without regard 
to age, gender, race, religion, sexual 
orientation, marital, or economic status. 
The Admissions Selection Committee 
reviews and discusses all interviewed 
applicants. At present, admission is limited 
to Canadian citizens and permanent 
residents of Canada. A maximum of 10% 
of the total seats may be made available to 
out-of-province applicants in the medical 
program each year. In completing the 
online application, candidates will provide 
information to help determine their 
suitability for the Northern Medical 
Program. 

The applicant will have the opportunity to 
indicate their site preferences after getting 
an interview offer. Members of the 
Admissions Selection Committee are not 
aware of an applicant’s site preference 
during the selection discussions. Following 
an admissions decision, successful 
applicants are allocated to sites based on 
their preferences. The first site choice is 
given priority, unless the available 
positions at that site have been filled, in 
which case he/she would be wait-listed for 
their preferred site if applicable. 

Type of Action: Add reference to BC Residency 
Requirements 

Rationale: To clarify that the Faculty’s current 
practice gives preference to applicants who are 
residents of British Columbia. 
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UBC Admissions Proposal Form 
Change to Admission Requirements 

 
Faculty:  Arts/Graduate Studies 
Department: Music 
Faculty Approval Date: April 15, 2010 
Effective Session: 2010W 
Year for Change: 2010W 
 

Date: 8 March 2010 
Contact Person: David Metzer 
Phone: 2-2246 
Email: david.metzer@ubc.ca 

URL: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=12,204,345,0  
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
TOEFL and GRE Requirements 
 
Internet-based TOEFL Scores 

Program  Reading Writing Listening Speaking Overall 
Music (Ph.D., D.M.A., M.A.)     93 

Music (M.Mus.)      80  
 

TOEFL and GRE Requirements 
Program  TOEFL (Paper) GRE  

Music (Ph.D., D.M.A., M.A.) 580  

Music (M.Mus.) 550  

 

URL: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=12,204,345,0  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
TOEFL and GRE Requirements 
 
Internet-based TOEFL Scores 

Program  Reading Writing Listening Speaking Overall 
Music     93 

 

TOEFL and GRE Requirements 
Program  TOEFL (Paper) TOEFL (Computer) GRE 

Music (Ph.D., D.M.A., M.A.) 580 237  
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Type of Action: 
Change the minimum TOEFL scores (Paper/Internet) for admissions to the MMus (Master’s in Music) programs 
from 580/93 to 550/80.  The change would align the scores with the admissions minimum requirement set by 
FOGS. 
 
Rationale:   
Given the increase in applications by international students for the MMus programs, the faculty of the School of 
Music believes that the required TOEFL scores for MMus applicants should lowered to the admissions minimum 
requirement set by FOGS.  The change will allow for greater flexibility in considering the growing number of 
international applicants.  We are confident that MMus students who meet the FOGS minimum TOEFL score will 
be able to handle the demands of the degree.  We would like to keep our current required admissions minimum 
TOEFL scores for the PhD, DMA, and MA degrees.  The TOEFL marks for these programs are higher than the 
minimum mark set by FOGS. The three programs involve a more intensive research and writing component than 
the MMus program. 
 

 
 

Vancouver Senate 12 May 2010
Item 12c p.14 


	Item a-Calendar Entry-Conditional Admission Program.pdf
	Admissions
	Sub-sections
	Conditional Admission Program
	English Language Proficiency Tests
	English Language Proficiency Tests


	Item c-Music TOEFL Changes.pdf
	Faculty:  Arts/Graduate Studies
	TOEFL and GRE Requirements
	Internet-based TOEFL Scores
	TOEFL and GRE Requirements
	TOEFL and GRE Requirements
	Internet-based TOEFL Scores
	TOEFL and GRE Requirements




