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29 November 2011 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
RE: December Curriculum Proposals (approval) 
 
 
 
The Senate Curriculum Committee has reviewed the material forwarded to it by the 
Faculties, and encloses those proposals it deems as ready for approval. 
 
As such, the following is recommended to Senate: 
 
Motion: That the new courses and program changes brought forward by the 

Faculties of Applied Science, Arts, Graduate Studies (Applied Science, 
Arts, College for Interdisciplinary Studies, Education, Forestry, Land and 
Food Systems, Medicine, and Science) and Science be approved.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Dr. Peter Marshall, Chair 
Senate Curriculum Committee  
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29 November 2011 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
RE: CURRICULUM PROPOSALS FROM THE FACULTY OF 

APPLIED SCIENCE 
 
 
The Senate Curriculum Committee has reviewed the attached Category 1 proposals from 
the Faculty of Applied Science and is pleased to submit them for your consideration. 
 
Program Changes 
Bachelor of Applied Science > Electrical and Computer Engineering > Electrical 
Engineering Third Year 
Bachelor of Applied Science > Electrical and Computer Engineering > Electrical 
Engineering > Biomedical Engineering Option Third Year 
Bachelor of Applied Science > Electrical and Computer Engineering > Electrical 
Engineering > Electrical Energy Systems Option Third Year 
Bachelor of Applied Science > Electrical and Computer Engineering > Electrical 
Engineering > Nanotechnology and Microsystems Option Third Year 
Bachelor of Applied Science > Electrical and Computer Engineering > Computer 
Engineering > Software Engineering Option Third Year 
Bachelor of Applied Science > Electrical and Computer Engineering > Computer 
Engineering Third Year 
 
Electrical and Computer Engineering 
New Courses 
EECE 309 (4) 
EECE 362 (3) 
EECE 380 (4) 
EECE 381 (5) 
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1 | APSC 2011 FALL Undergraduate Curriculum Proposals – Category 1 
 
 

Faculty:  Faculty of Applied Science 
Department: Electrical and Computer 
Engineering 
Faculty Approval Date: Nov 4, 2011 
Effective Date: September 2012 

Date: Oct 4, 2011 
Contact Person: Nick Jaeger 
Phone: 2-5673 
Email: nickj@ece.ubc.ca 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   

Electrical Engineering 

Third 
Year  

 
EECE 352        3  
EECE 353        3  
EECE 356        3  
EECE 359        3  
EECE 360        3 
EECE 362        3 
EECE 364        3 
EECE 373        4 
EECE 380       4   
STAT 251        3  
Complementary Studies electives1  6  
Total Credits        38 
 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,195,272,39#1822  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Electrical Engineering 

Third 
Year  

 
EECE 314         3  
EECE 352         3  
EECE 353         3  
EECE 356         4  
EECE 359         3  
EECE 360         3  
EECE 361         2  
EECE 364         4  
EECE 373         4  
STAT 251         3  
Complementary Studies electives1   6 
Total Credits         38 
 
Type of Action: 
Removal of EECE 314, EECE 361. 
 
Insertion of EECE 362 and EECE 380.  
Change credits of EECE 356 and EECE 
364. 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
Integrate the design and hands on 
experience corresponding to third year 
courses. 
 
 
Category 1 
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Proposed Calendar Entry:   
Biomedical Engineering Option 
 
Third Year 
 
BMEG 452  3  
BMEG 456  3  
EECE 314                                    3             
EECE 331  3  
EECE 352  3  
EECE 353  3  
EECE 359  3  
EECE 360  3  
EECE 364 3 
EECE 374  4  
EECE 380                                     4              
STAT 251   3  
 
Complementary Studies electives1  3           
Total Credits    41 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,195,272,39#14533  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
Biomedical Engineering Option 
 
Third Year 
 
BMEG 452  3  
BMEG 456  3  
EECE 314  3  
EECE 331  3  
EECE 352  3  
EECE 353  3  
EECE 359  3  
EECE 360  3  
EECE 364 4  
EECE 374  4  
STAT 251  3  
 
Complementary Studies electives1         3 
 
Total Credits           38 
 
 
Type of Action: 
 
 
Add new course EECE 380. 
Change credits for EECE 364. 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
To integrate the lab and design 
experience for third year and to reflect the 
new CEAB requirements for accreditation. 
 
 
Category 1 
 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,195,272,39#16467  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
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Electrical Energy Systems Option 
 
Third Year 
   
EECE 352     3  
EECE 353      3  
EECE 356      3  
EECE 359      3  
EECE 360      3 
EECE 362                                        3           
EECE 364     3 
EECE 373      4 
EECE 380      4  
STAT 251      3  
Complementary Studies electives1    6         
Total Credits                                       38 
 
 

 
Electrical Energy Systems Option 
 
Third Year 
 
EECE 314       3  
EECE 352      3  
EECE 353       3  
EECE 356       4  
EECE 359       3  
EECE 360       3  
EECE 361       2  
EECE 364       4  
EECE 373       4  
STAT 251       3  
Complementary Studies electives1      6  
Total Credits                                         38 
 
Type of Action: 
 
Remove EECE 314 and EECE 361.   
Add EECE 362 and EECE 380. 
Credit change to EECE 364. 
Credit change for EECE 356. 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
To integrate the lab and design 
experience for third year and to reflect the 
new CEAB requirements for accreditation. 
 
Category 1 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
Nanotechnology and Microsystems 
Option 
 
Third Year 
 
EECE 300       3  
EECE 301      2  
EECE 352       3  
EECE 353       3  
EECE 356       3  

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,195,272,39#16072  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
Nanotechnology and Microsystems 
Option 
 
Third Year 
 
EECE 300       3  
EECE 301      2  
EECE 352       3  
EECE 353       3  
EECE 356       4  
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EECE 359       3  
EECE 360       3  
EECE 364       3  
EECE 373       4  
EECE 380                                         4          
STAT 251       3  
Complementary Studies electives1    6         
Total Credits       40 
 

EECE 359       3  
EECE 360       3  
EECE 364       4  
EECE 373       4  
STAT 251       3  
 
Complementary Studies electives1    6  
Total Credits       38 
 
 
 
 
Type of Action: 
Credits reduced in EECE 356 and EECE 
364. 
Add new course EECE 380. 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
To integrate the lab and design 
experience for third year and to reflect the 
new CEAB requirements for accreditation. 
 
Category 1 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 

Software Engineering Option 

Third Year  
CPSC 304  
EECE 309 
EECE 310 

3  
4 
3 

EECE 315  4  

EECE 320  4 
EECE 353  3  

EECE 381  5  
MATH 318  3  
Complementary Studies 6  

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,195,272,39#6709  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 

Software Engineering Option 

Third Year  
CPSC 304  3  

EECE 310  3  

EECE 315  4  

EECE 320  3  

EECE 353  3  

EECE 369  3  

EECE 375  6  

STAT 251  3  
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electives1  

Total Credits  35  
 
 

Complementary Studies 
electives1  

6  

Total Credits  34  
 
 
Type of Action: 
Include EECE 309 (Software Design). 
Increase credits to 4 for EECE 320. 
Replace EECE 375 with EECE 381. 
Replace STAT 251 with MATH 318. 
Remove EECE 369 as a required course 
for Software Engineering. 
 
Rationale:   
These changes reflect overall program 
changes. EECE 309 is a course on 
Software Design. EECE 381 is the 3rd 
year design studio experience that 
replaces an earlier project course. MATH 
318 provides a better coverage of 
probability models for Computer 
Engineers. EECE 369 (Signals & 
Systems) is of limited value to a software 
engineer and may be taken as an elective.
 
Category 1 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   

Computer Engineering 
Third Year  

EECE 309 4 
EECE 315  4  

EECE 320  4  
EECE 353  3  

EECE 369  3  

EECE 381  5 

MATH 318  3  

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,195,272,39#6704  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Computer Engineering 
Third Year  

EECE 310  3  

EECE 315  4  

EECE 320  3  

EECE 353  3  

EECE 369  3  

EECE 375  6  

STAT 251  3  
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Computer 
Engineering. Elective 

 
3 

Complementary Studies 
electives1  

6  

Total Credits  35  
 

Complementary Studies 
electives1  

6  

Total Credits  31  
 
Type of Action: 
Replace EECE 310 with EECE 309. 
Increase credits to 4 for EECE 320. 
Replace EECE 375 with EECE 381. 
Replace STAT 251 with MATH 318. 
Inclusion of a Computer Engineering 
Elective. 
 
Rationale:   
These changes reflect overall program 
changes. EECE 309 is a course on 
Software Design. EECE 381 is the 3rd 
year design studio experience that 
replaces an earlier project course. MATH 
318 provides a better coverage of 
probability models for Computer 
Engineers. 
 
Category 1 
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Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
EECE 309 (4) Principles of Software 
Design 
Design, implementation, reasoning about 
software systems:  
Abstraction and specification of software, 
testing, verification, abstract data types, 
object-oriented design, design patterns, 
type hierarchies, concurrent software 
design. [3-2-0] 
Prerequisites: EECE 259, CPSC 260, 
CPSC 261 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: EECE 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None 
Type of Action: 
New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
Students in the Computer Engineering 
program do not have a course on software 
design, which results in a significant gap 
in their ability of design software systems. 
Currently part of this material is combined 
with software engineering concepts (in 
EECE 310) and it is preferred that the two 
be separated. 
 
X  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
 

 Pass/Fail or     Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
 
Category 1 

 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
EECE 362 (3) Communications 
Systems and Networks 
Transceiver architectures; link budget 
analysis; elements of analog and digital 
communications methods; packet 
switched networks; multiple access; 
Internet architecture and protocols.  
This course is not eligible for Credit/D/Fail 
grading. [3-0-1] 
Prerequisite: One of EECE 359, EECE 
369 
 
 

URL: EECE 
 
Present Calendar Entry: None 
 
Action:  New Course 
 
Rationale:  Update of 3rd year curriculum  
 
X  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
 

 Pass/Fail or     Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
 
Category 1 
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Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
EECE 380 (4) Design Studio III 
Introduction to project management.  
Problem definition.  Design principles and 
practices.  Implementation techniques 
including circuit design, software design, 
solid modeling, PCBs, assembling and 
packaging.  Testing and evaluation.  
Effective presentations.  [2-4-0] 
Prerequisites: Two of EECE 352, EECE 
356, EECE 362, EECE 364, EECE 374. 
 
 

URL: EECE 
 
Present Calendar Entry: None. 
 
Action New course. 
Rationale:  Expand the students open 
design experience using concepts and 
techniques acquired in third year 
theoretical courses, while consolidating 
and integrating the hands on experience 
associated with third year courses. 
 
X  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
 

 Pass/Fail or     Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
 
Category 1 

 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
EECE 381 (5) Computer Systems 
Design Studio 
Design and implementation of a hardware 
platform and software design and 
implementation at the operating system 
and application layers. Project 
management skills. [1-8-0] 
Prerequisites: EECE 353, EECE 315, 
EECE 309. 
 
 

URL: EECE 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Type of Action: 
New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
To extend student learning in core 
computer engineering material through a 
synthesis project involving the design and 
implementation of digital systems, 
operating system elements and 
application-level software systems. 
 
X  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
 

 Pass/Fail or     Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
 
Category 1 
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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A  
  

Enrolment Services 
Senate and Curriculum Services 

2016 – 1874 East Mall 
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 

ubc.curriculum@ubc.ca 
T: 604.822.0140   F: 604.822.5945 

 
24 November 2011 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
Re: CURRICULUM PROPOSALS FROM THE FACULTY OF ARTS 
 
 
Attached please find the Category 1 undergraduate curriculum proposals from the Faculty 
of Arts for your consideration.   
 
The following new courses: 
 
Anthropology 
ANTH 333 (3) 
 
Asian Studies 
ASIA 211 (3) 
ASIA 212 (3) 
ASIA 331 (3) 
ASIA 334 (3) 
ASIA 362 (3/6) D 
 
Classical, Near Eastern and Religious Studies (CNERS) 
CLST 260 (3) 
 
Economics 
ECON 468 (3/6) D 
ECON 482 (3) 
 
English 
ENGL 231 (3) 
 
Geography 
GEOG 220 (3) 
 
Political Science 
POLI 110 (3) 
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Sociology 
SOCI 220 (3) 
SOCI 285 (3) 
 
Theatre and Film 
FIPR 230 (3) 
 
 
The following program changes: 
 
Bachelor of Arts > Program Requirements 
Bachelor of Arts > Dual Degree Program in Arts and Applied Science 
Bachelor of Arts > Environment and Society 
Bachelor of Arts > Interdisciplinary Studies 
Bachelor of Arts > Academic Regulations > Outside Credits 
 
The above program changes reflect a proposal to set a minimum program requirement of 
72 credits from the Faculty of Arts/maximum of 48 credits from outside the Faculty of 
Arts, for a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), and a Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A).  
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
 
Course Changes 
 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: Anthropology 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session 2012 Winter Term 1 
 

Date: May 8, 2011 
Contact Person: Bill McKellin 
Phone: 2-2756 
Email: mcke@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
ANTH 333 (3) Language and Power 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
A sociolinguistic examination of the role of 
language in articulating, maintaining, and 
subverting power relations in society. 

URL: 
n/a 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
n/a 
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale:   
A new appointment makes it possible to 
augment our offerings in linguistic 
anthropology with a course that 
complements existing strengths in political, 
gender, medical, and legal anthropology. 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: Asian Studies 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
 
Effective Session 2011 Winter Term 2 
 

Date: October 26, 2010 
Contact Person: Lonnie Chase 
Phone: 604-822-9266 
Email: lchase@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
ASIA 211 (3)  Sex, Sexual Ethics, and 
Asian Religions  
 
Sex and sexual ethics in the scriptures, 
monastic rules, rituals, and narratives of 
Asian religions, such as Sikhism, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Confucianism.  
 
 
 

URL: 
N/A 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
N/A 
 
Type of Action:  
New Course 
 
Rationale:  This course, in which the 
Department has a number of specialists, is 
proposed in response to the Faculty of Arts' 
requirement for an Intensive Writing 
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 course. Responding to the interest of 
undergraduate students in the Department, 
this pan-Asia, thematic course will prepare 
students for advanced undergraduate 
courses that focus on a particular Asian 
region or religion. 
 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department:  Asian Studies  
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session 2011 Winter Term 2  
 

Date: October 30, 2010 
Contact Person: Lonnie Chase 
Phone: 604-822-9266 
Email:  lchase@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
ASIA 212 (3) Writing about Japan 
 
Literary, historiographic, religious, and 
feminist approaches to Japanese myths, 
legal tracts, religious tales, fiction and 
poetry. 
 
 

URL: 
n/a 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
n/a 
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale:   
While introducing students to a variety of 
disciplinary approaches has its drawbacks, 
it is an approach that serves our majors 
well. Few students studying Japan, one of 
the most popular areas of study in the 
Department of Asian Studies, proceed 
through their undergraduate training taking 
courses from only one disciplinary 
perspective. With this course students will 
improve their writing and analytical skills 
in regards to relevant literary, 
historiographic, religious, and feminist 
approaches to Japanese materials, thereby 
allowing them to proceed through the 
major with greater success.  
 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department:  Asian Studies  
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session: 2011 Winter Term 2  
 

Date: May 5, 2011 
Contact Person: Lonnie Chase 
Phone: 604-822-9266 
Email:  Lonnie.chase@ubc.ca 

 URL: 
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Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
ASIA 331 (3): Islam in Indonesia 
Islam as a transnational phenomenon with 
specific reference to its Indonesian forms. 
 

n/a 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
n/a 
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale:   
The majority of the world’s Muslims live 
in Asia, and yet Islam is generally taught 
within Departments that focus on the 
Middle East. This class will embrace both 
the global forms of Islam and its central 
place in the political, cultural, and religious 
history of Indonesia and the Malay world. 
It will introduce students to the multitude 
of forms the traditions have taken in 
Indonesia as the nation with the largest 
Muslim population in the world. The class 
will form one key class in a series of 
classes in the Department that address the 
religious traditions of Asia, 
 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department:  Asian Studies  
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session: 2011 Winter Term 2  

Date: May 5, 2011 
Contact Person: Lonnie Chase 
Phone: 604-822-9266 
Email:  Lonnie.chase@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 
ASIA 334 (3): Indonesian Cinema 
Representations of social and political 
relations, cultural traditions and regional 
differences, marriage, family and kinship 
ties and gender politics in Indonesia as 
shown through Indonesian cinema. 
 

URL: 
n/a 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
n/a 
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale:  Our department’s current suite 
of courses on Asian cinemas (Bollywood, 
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Punjabi) are 
proving to be excellent vehicles for 
teaching the culture and societal dynamics 
of the relevant regions (and for stimulating 
students to take additional courses in the 
language, culture, history, literatures and 
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religions of the target area), and serve as 
popular and pedagogically empowering 
supplements to the parallel Asian language 
programs. Indonesian cinema will augment 
the course offerings related to Southeast 
Asia. 
 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department:  Asian Studies  
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session 2011 Winter Term 2  
 

Date: October 30, 2010 
Contact Person: Lonnie Chase 
Phone: 604-822-9266 
Email:  lchase@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
ASIA 362 (3/6) d  Pre-Modern Japanese 
Fiction (in translation) 
The influential genre of early tales and 
fiction in pre-modern Japan. 

URL: 
n/a 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
n/a 
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale:   
 
This new course will enhance UBC’s 
course offerings on Asian literature by 
providing an upper division course that 
looks at the influential genre of early 
tales/fiction (monogatari / fiction).  
Existing courses don’t allow for a close 
study of this important genre. It will also 
work well alongside our course ASIA 364 
and other courses that consider modern 
Japanese fiction. Depending on the year, 
this course may focus—as does the sample 
syllabi—on The Tale of Genji (ca. 1009), 
often considered the world’s first 
psychological novel. The course could also 
cover tale literature from a variety of 
periods. (two sample syllabi provided) 
 
 

 

Vancouver Senate 14 December 2011
Item 6 Page 16 of 82 



ARTS Courses Fall 2011 7 

Faculty:  Arts  
Department: Classical, Near Eastern 
and Religious Studies 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 
2011 
Effective Session 2012 Winter Term 1 
 

Date: 
Contact Person: Siobhán McElduff 
Phone: 604 827 4331 
Email: siobhan.mcelduff@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 
CLST 260 (3) Gladiators, Games, and 
Spectacle in the Greek and Roman 
World 
 
History, development, and social function 
of various forms of spectacle in ancient 
Greece and Rome, from the Olympic 
games to the Roman arena.  
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
 
Present Calendar Entry: None 
 
Type of Action: 
New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
 
This course will serve as an introduction to 
the history and role of games and spectacle 
in the Greek and Roman world.   
 
No prerequisite will be required for the 
course.   
 
The course will be capped at about 80 
students to begin with, and may expand in 
the future.   
 
This course will be of interest to those 
students taking a major in any of the 
programs offered through the Department 
of Classical, Near Eastern, and Religious 
Studies who are interested in aspects of 
Rome’s culture and history (particularly 
social history), students who are taking a 
major in the History department with an 
interest in Greek and Roman social history, 
games, spectacle, theatre, and the social 
and political use of spectacle, as well as 
other students in Arts or Science with a 
more general interest in the history and 
development of sports and spectacle.   
 
The course will begin with an examination 
of the role of games and performance in the 
Greek world before it moves to Rome and 
the role of gladiatorial combat and 
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spectacle in daily life, politics and in 
promoting the ideology of the Roman 
empire.   
 
Specific topics which will also be 
examined include: the Olympic games, 
religion and spectacle, athletes, gladiators, 
the military triumph, chariot racing, music, 
arenas, beast hunts, and later receptions and 
reactions to gladiatorial combat. 
 
  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT 
eligible for Cr/D/F grading.  Note:  Not 
applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 

 Pass/Fail or     Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course 
will be graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  
Default grading is percentage.) 
 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: Economics 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session 2011 Winter Term 2 
 

Date:  August 18, 2011 
Contact Person: Professor Hugh M. 
Neary, Associate Head 
Phone: 604-822-4505 
Email:  neary@mail.ubc.ca 

Proposed Calendar Entry:  
 
ECON 468 (3/6)d Economics of 
Intellectual Property:  Patents, Drugs 
and Rock ‘n Roll.  
 
Economic research into patents and 
copyrights, and policies regulating them. 
Analysis of the impact of stronger 
intellectual property rights on innovative 
activity, with applications to culture, the 
music industry, pharmaceuticals, consumer 
electronics, and the Internet. 
 
Prerequisite: One of ECON 301, ECON 
304. 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/cour
ses.cfm?code=ECON 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None. 
 
Type of Action: 
Add a new course. 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:  
This course is intended to introduce 
students to theoretical and empirical 
research in the economics of intellectual 
property, with applications to antitrust 
cases and policy issues in patent and 
copyright reform.   Both economics majors 
and non-majors are welcome. 
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  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 

(Check the box if the course is NOT 
eligible for Cr/D/F grading.  Note:  Not 
applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 

 Pass/Fail or    Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course 
will be graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  
Default grading is percentage.) 
 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: Economics 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session   2011 Winter Term 2  
 

Date:   September 14, 2011 
Contact Person:  Professor Hugh M. 
Neary, Associate Head 
Phone:  604-822-4505 
Email:   neary@mail.ubc.ca 

Proposed Calendar Entry:  
 
 
ECON 482 (3) The Economic 
Consequences of Religion 
 
Analysis of the economic aspects of 
religious behaviour, the structure of 
religious organizations, the effects of 
competition in the religious marketplace, 
the economic benefits of religion, and some 
of the ill-effects of religion (such as 
religious strife and terrorism). 
 
Prerequisite: ECON 301  
 
 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/cour
ses.cfm?code=ECON 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None. 
 
Type of Action: 
Add a new course. 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:  
This course is intended to provide an 
understanding of the economics of religion. 
 
 

  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT 
eligible for Cr/D/F grading.  Note:  Not 
applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 

 Pass/Fail or    Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course 
will be graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  
Default grading is percentage.) 
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Faculty:  ARTS 
Department:  English 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session 2011 Winter Term 2 
 

Date: 20 October 2010 
Contact Person: Margery Fee 
Phone: 2-4085 
Email: Margery.fee@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
ENGL 231 (3) Introduction to Indigenous 
Literatures 
A study of cultural expression in 
contemporary indigenous contexts.   
 
Prerequisite: Either (a) ARTS 001 or (b) 
two of ENGL 100, ENGL 110, ENGL 111, 
ENGL 112, ENGL 120, ENGL 121 or (c) 
ASTU 100 or (d) ASTU 150 and one of 
ENGL 110, ENGL 111, ENGL 120, ENGL 
121. Or 6 credits of first-year English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change: The 
course will provide an introduction to a 
senior course, ENGL 476. Students whose 
major is not English will be able to learn 
about Indigenous cultural expression 
without having to qualify for a senior 
literature course.  Students in other 
faculties, exchange and international 
students, and majors in other Arts subjects 
will find this a useful addition to their 
programs. 
 
 

 Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT 
eligible for Cr/D/F grading.  Note:  Not 
applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
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Faculty:  Arts 
Department: Geography 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session: 2012 Winter Term 1 
 

Date: March 28 2011 
Contact Person: Karen Young 
Phone: 822 2020 
Email: young@geog.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 GEOG 220 (3) Geopolitics  
 
Political geographic perspectives on 
today’s interdependent world through three 
themes: borders, regions, and flows.  
 
 
 
Prerequisites: 2nd year standing or higher.  
 
 
 
 
 

URL: N/A 
 
Present Calendar Entry: N/A 
 
Type of Action: New Course 
 
Rationale:   
Reflecting the department’s strength in 
political geography, this course 
investigates geographical perspectives on 
the study of global affairs. Focusing on the 
themes of borders, regions, and flows, it 
offers a distinctly geographical analysis of 
these key societal issues of our time. In so 
doing, the course provides a link between 
two first-year offerings (GEOG 121/122) 
and a diverse roster of more specialized 
third-year courses in human geography. It 
also responds to a recent creation of the 
Environment and Sustainability Major in 
Geography and the resulting need for 
integrative courses that introduce students 
to the spatial dimensions of global 
problems.  
 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: Political Science 
Faculty Approval Date:  October 11, 2011 
Effective Session 2012 Winter Term 1 
 

Date: May 30, 2011 
Contact Person: Fred Cutler 
Phone: 822-6841 
Email: fred.cutler@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
POLI 110 (3)  Investigating Politics: An 
Introduction to Scientific Political Analysis 
The logic, challenges, and major strategies 
of empirical political research. Students 
learn core research tasks including: asking 
answerable questions, defining concepts, 

Type of Action: New Course 
 
Rationale:   
Current lower-level POLI courses do not 
prepare students to engage with the research 
strategies used to produce empirical 
research studies now commonly taught in 
upper-level courses. Nor do our lower-level 
courses signal much of the course content in 

Vancouver Senate 14 December 2011
Item 6 Page 21 of 82 

http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/courses.cfm?code=ECON
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/courses.cfm?code=ECON


ARTS Courses Fall 2011 12 

formulating hypotheses, gathering evidence, 
measuring variables, constructing 
comparisons, drawing causal inferences, and 
reporting findings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the major program. A large proportion of 
research in Political Science now consists of 
careful scientific measurement and analysis 
of political phenomena, even in qualitative 
research. Students must be made aware of 
this early in their program and they must 
learn the basic language and techniques of 
empirical social science research if they are 
to learn effectively and progressively in the 
discipline.  The proposed course teaches this 
material through examples from three major 
topics of political investigation: one to be 
drawn from the realm of public policy (e.g. 
health care), one from the realm of domestic 
politics (e.g. the effects of ethnic diversity), 
and one from the realm of international 
politics (e.g. the causes of war).  In so 
doing, the course also introduces students to 
research concerns across the empirical 
subfields of the discipline. It will prepare 
students to undertake their own research and 
research-based writing, while also making 
them more astute readers of the literature. It 
will impart and hone skills useful in a wide 
range of upper-level courses offered in this 
department. POLI110 will complement the 
existing POLI100, which introduces the 
basic language of politics and teaches 
students how to make arguments in a 
normative-legal mode. 

 
Faculty:  ARTS 
Department: Sociology  
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session: 2011 Winter Term 2  
 

Date: December 14, 2010 
Contact Person: Neil Guppy 
Phone: 2-3670 
Email: neil.guppy@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
SOCI 220 (3): Sociology of Indigenous 
Peoples   
 
Sociological perspective of indigenous 
peoples and issues both internationally and 
within Canada.    
 

URL: N/A 
 
Present Calendar Entry: N/A 
 
Type of Action: New course 
 
Rationale:  Provides an introductory 
course on indigenous peoples and issues 
using a sociological perspective.  This 
course will be supported by a range of 
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 existing faculty expertise on aboriginal and 
indigenous issues in the Sociology 
department, including Blackburn, Mawani, 
Matthews, Tindall, and Wilkes.  Thematic 
content will include but not be limited to 
indigenous rights, political economy, 
health, inequalities, and systems of 
knowledge.  The course will be prerequisite 
to a more specialized 400 level Sociology 
of Indigenous Peoples course.  As a 
curriculum offering that focuses on 
indigenous cultures, histories and 
contemporary issues this course supports 
UBC’s strategic initiatives around 
aboriginal engagement and intercultural 
understanding.  It also provides an 
opportunity for UBC undergraduates to 
benefit from the sociological expertise of 
active researchers in the broad fields of 
indigenous studies. 
 

 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: Sociology 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session: 2011 Winter Term 2  
 

Date: September 22, 2010 
Contact Person: Neil Guppy 
Phone: 604 822 3670 
Email: neil.guppy@ubc.ca 

 

Proposed Calendar Entry:   

SOCI 285 (3) Citizenship and Identity 

The concepts of citizenship, identity, and 
human rights as social processes shaping 
individuals and communities (both local 
and global). 

 

 

 

 

 

Type of Action: New Course 

Rationale:   

Issues of socialization and identity 
formation are core interests of sociology.  
As human rights and citizenship have 
become more central in modern life, 
sociological contributions to understanding 
these concepts have grown.  This course 
uses that research tradition to introduce 
students to a diverse array of scholarly 
arguments about how citizenship and 
identity have evolved in different national 
contexts, all shaped in some measure by 
the expanding reach of globalizing forces. 
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The course links directly to a range of 
upper level courses that build on themes 
developed in Sociology, including courses 
on ethnicity, gender, race, social inequality, 
and global citizenship.  

As a new course this widens the material 
available to students while building 
explicitly on the scholarly strengths of new 
members of faculty.  A course outline with 
additional details is attached. 

 
 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: Theatre and Film 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session 2012 Winter Term 1  
 

Date: May 1, 2011 
Contact Person: Sharon McGowan 
Phone: 604-720-9629 
Email: sharon.mcgowan@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
FIPR 230 (3) Introduction to Motion 
Picture Directing 
 
The role and methods of the motion picture 
director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
Not applicable – new course 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
Not applicable – new course 
 
Type of Action: 
New Course 
 
Rationale:  
Motion picture directing is of great interest 
to many students at UBC across the 
disciplines, particularly as a wider range of 
students are using video presentation and 
media in their course work.  At present, the 
Film Production Program only offers one 
course in directing, FIPR 335 (3) Directing 
for Film and Video. This course focuses on 
hands-on exercises requiring use of video 
production and editing equipment and is 
restricted to 3rd year FIPR BFA students.  
This new lecture course will offer a broad 
based introduction to the role and methods 
of directing which will provide FIPR 
students with a better foundation for their 
work in FIPR 335 at the same time as serve 
a wide range of UBC students.  The 

Vancouver Senate 14 December 2011
Item 6 Page 24 of 82 



ARTS Courses Fall 2011 15 

addition of this course will also provide an 
opportunity to utilize the expertise of the 
program’s new faculty member, Rachel 
Talalay, whose research focus is motion 
picture directing. 
 
Pre-reqs: none 
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Program Changes 
 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department: CASS 
Faculty Approval Date: October 11, 2011 
Effective Session 2012 Winter Term 1 
 

Date: 
Contact Person: Janet Giltrow 
Phone: 
Email: 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   

• Students must complete at least 120 
Arts-acceptable credits for the 
degree.  Of these 120 at least 72 
must be taken within the Faculty of 
Arts except in cases where the 
Program requires more than 48 
credits outside of Arts, (see below). 

The following courses are acceptable for 
credit toward the Bachelor of Arts: 

• all courses in the Faculty of Arts 
• a maximum of  48 credits from 

outside the Faculty of Arts.  
Students in programs that require 
more than 48 credits outside of Arts 
will be granted a relaxation of this 
requirement. i.e. the Majors or 
Honours programs in Math or 
Computer Science or in the 
Interdisciplinary Studies B.A. 
Program may take more than 48 
credits outside Arts to a maximum 
that will allow completion of 
program requirements and will be 
required to complete the maximum 
number of Arts credits possible 
within the 120 total.  For example, a 
Major in CPSC requires 63 credits 
outside of Arts so this student will 
be required to complete 57 Arts 
credits. 

• please note: Students may not earn 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/inde
x.cfm?tree=12,197,282,56 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Students must complete at least 120 Arts-
acceptable credits for the degree. 

 
 
 
 

The following courses are acceptable for 
credit toward the Bachelor of Arts: 

• all courses in the Faculties of Arts 
and Science (The Faculty of 
Science offers several courses with 
overlapping content. Students may 
not earn credits for two courses 
with significant overlap. Students 
are advised to review the Science 
Credit Exclusion Lists to avoid 
registering in overlapping courses.)  

• all B.A.Sc. courses for students 
enrolled in the Combined 
B.A./B.A.Sc. degree program (only 
18 credits of Applied Science 
courses may be counted toward the 
B.A. if a students drops out of the 
Combined B.A./B.A.Sc. program)  

• all courses in music history, music 
theory, ethnomusicology, or music 
composition and a maximum of 8 
credits from the ensemble courses 
in musical performance  

• a maximum of 18 credits in courses 
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credits for two courses with 
significant overlap. Students are 
advised to review the Science 
Credit Exclusion Lists to avoid 
registering in overlapping courses. 

• all courses in music history, music 
theory, ethnomusicology, or music 
composition and a maximum of 8 
credits from the ensemble courses 
in musical performance 

 
(lower on same page) 
Minor Programs 

Students in a major program may construct 
their program to include a minor in a 
subject (discipline) or field of 
specialization other than the major. To 
complete a minor, a student must include in 
the 120 credits required for the degree at 
least 30 credits and no more than 42 credits 
in a single subject (discipline) or field of 
specialization other than that of the major, 
including any courses specified as required 
for a minor in the discipline or field of 
specialization. At least 18 of these credits 
must be in courses numbered 300 or above. 
Some interdisciplinary minors are defined 
as 18-21 credits in specified courses 
numbered 300 or above, and their 
prerequisites. 

At least 24 of the 120 credits required for 
the degree must be in subjects or fields 
other than those of the major and minor. 

The general provisions regarding the 
definition of subjects and cross-listed 
courses in the major apply to the minor 
(see Major Program). 

In addition to minors in any of the 
disciplines or interdisciplinary programs 
offered by the Faculty of Arts, students can 
also choose from the following minors: 

outside the faculties of Arts and 
Science, other than those specified 
in Outside Credits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(lower on same page) 
Minor Programs 

Students in a major program may construct 
their program to include a minor in a 
subject (discipline) or field of 
specialization other than the major. To 
complete a minor, a student must include in 
the 120 credits required for the degree at 
least 30 credits and no more than 42 credits 
in a single subject (discipline) or field of 
specialization other than that of the major, 
including any courses specified as required 
for a minor in the discipline or field of 
specialization. At least 18 of these credits 
must be in courses numbered 300 or above. 
Some interdisciplinary minors are defined 
as 18-21 credits in specified courses 
numbered 300 or above, and their 
prerequisites. 

At least 24 of the 120 credits required for 
the degree must be in subjects or fields 
other than those of the major and minor. 

The general provisions regarding the 
definition of subjects and cross-listed 
courses in the major apply to the minor 
(see Major Program). 

In addition to minors in any of the 
disciplines or interdisciplinary programs 
offered by the Faculty of Arts, students can 
also choose from the following minors: 
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Minor in Commerce, Minor in Science, 
Minor in Environment and Society, Minor 
in Health and Society, Minor in Law and 
Society.  

 
 
(lower on same page) 
Minor in Commerce 

The Minor in Commerce consists of the 
following courses: COMM 329 (3), 
COMM 457 (3), COMM 465 (3), COMM 
473 (3), COMM 493 (3), and one of 
COMM 398 (3) or COMM 458 (3), for a 
total of 18 credits.6 

Enrolment in this program is strictly 
limited. An application for admission can 
be obtained from the Centre for Arts 
Student Services. The completed form 
must be returned by May 31. At the time of 
application, students must be eligible for 
third-year standing in the Faculty of Arts 
with a cumulative average of at least 68%. 
Meeting the stated minimum requirements 
does not guarantee admission into the 
Minor. 

Admission requirements for the minor are 
3 credits of the Writing Component of the 
Writing and Research Requirement; ECON 
101 and 102 (or ECON 310 and 311 or 
combination of both) and one of MATH 
100, 102, 104, 120, 180, or 184. 

Upon admission to, and successful 
completion of the program, the notation 
"Minor in Commerce" will be placed on 
the student's transcript. 

The 18 upper level credits of COMM 
required by this program will be considered 
as among the maximum or 48 credits from 
outside the Faculty of Arts. 

Minor in Commerce, Minor in Science, 
Minor in Environment and Society. The 
rule that Arts students can take only 18 
credits outside the Faculties of Arts and 
Science applies to courses taken in these 
minors. 

(lower on same page) 
Minor in Commerce 

The Minor in Commerce consists of the 
following courses: COMM 329 (3), 
COMM 457 (3), COMM 465 (3), COMM 
473 (3), COMM 493 (3), and one of 
COMM 398 (3) or COMM 458 (3), for a 
total of 18 credits.6 

Enrolment in this program is strictly 
limited. An application for admission can 
be obtained from the Centre for Arts 
Student Services. The completed form 
must be returned by May 31. At the time of 
application, students must be eligible for 
third-year standing in the Faculty of Arts 
with a cumulative average of at least 68% 
in the previous two years. Meeting the 
stated minimum requirements does not 
guarantee admission into the Minor. 

Admission requirements for the minor are 
6 credits of first-year English or equivalent; 
ECON 101 and 102 (or ECON 310 and 311 
or combination of both) and one of MATH 
100, 102, 104, 120, 180, or 184. 

Upon admission to, and successful 
completion of the program, the notation 
"Minor in Commerce" will be placed on 
the student's transcript. 

6 Courses in the Faculty of Commerce are 
considered to be outside credits, see 
Outside Credits. Although the rule is that 
Arts students may only apply 18 credits 
outside the faculties of Arts and Science 
toward their degree requirements an 
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exception is made for students completing 
the Minor in Commerce. Arts students 
completing the Minor in Commerce may 
apply the 18 credits required for the Minor 
in Commerce as inside credits. As a result, 
students with a Minor in Commerce will be 
able to apply an additional 18 credits 
outside the Faculties of Arts and Science 
toward their B.A. 

 
Type of Action: 
 
Replace the 18 credit outside Arts & 
Science rule with the maximum 48 outside 
Arts/minimum 72 Arts credits rule. 
 
Rationale:  To maintain the integrity of the 
BA and BFA as Arts degrees as well as to 
increase the potential for interdisciplinary 
options.  Under the current 18 credit 
outside Arts & Science policy, students are 
dissatisfied with the number of credits they 
have access to in other Faculties.  With no 
minimum requirement of Arts credits, 
students are able to complete an Arts 
degree with as few as 9 Arts credits when 
majoring in MATH or CPSC and fewer 
than 45 Arts credits for all other Arts 
majors. 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   

Dual Degree Program in Arts and 
Applied Science 

This Program offers capable students the 
opportunity to earn a Bachelor of Arts and 
a Bachelor of Applied Science degree in 
five years of study, in most combinations 
of one Arts degree program and one 
Engineering degree program. A board of 
studies administers and oversees admission 
to the Program. Visit the Dual Degree in 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,197,282,58 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Dual Degree Program in Arts and 
Applied Science 

This Program offers capable students the 
opportunity to earn a Bachelor of Arts and 
a Bachelor of Applied Science degree in 
five years of study, in most combinations 
of one Arts degree program and one 
Engineering degree program. A board of 
studies administers and oversees admission 
to the Program. Visit the Dual Degree in 
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Arts and Applied Science for program 
information. Students should also contact 
Arts Academic Advising Services or 
Applied Science to discuss a plan of study. 

Admission 

Application for admission to the Program 
is through the Centre for Arts Students 
Services, or through Engineering Student 
Services. Applicants may be registered in 
either faculty but must be admissible to the 
other faculty at the time of admission to the 
Program. Acceptance into the Program will 
be determined based on a review of the 
applicant's transcript, an interview, and a 
review of a portfolio or other such material 
that the applicant wishes to submit. 
Normally, application for admission will be 
made immediately upon acceptance into 
either faculty. Admission to the Program at 
a later date is also possible, but may imply 
a longer time to complete the Program. 

Requirements 

Students must satisfy all of the program 
requirements for both the Bachelor of Arts 
and Bachelor of Applied Science degrees in 
their chosen programs. Individual courses 
may be considered to satisfy program 
requirements for both degrees. Where 
possible, students should meet with an 
advisor from the Board of Studies prior to 
enrolling in their first year of courses. 

 

Arts and Applied Science for program 
information. Students should also contact 
Arts Academic Advising Services or 
Applied Science to discuss a plan of study. 

Admission 

Application for admission to the Program 
is through the Centre for Arts Students 
Services, or through Engineering Student 
Services. Applicants may be registered in 
either faculty but must be admissible to the 
other faculty at the time of admission to the 
Program. Acceptance into the Program will 
be determined based on a review of the 
applicant's transcript, an interview, and a 
review of a portfolio or other such material 
that the applicant wishes to submit. 
Normally, application for admission will be 
made immediately upon acceptance into 
either faculty. Admission to the Program at 
a later date is also possible, but may imply 
a longer time to complete the Program. 

Requirements 

Students must satisfy all of the program 
requirements for both the Bachelor of Arts 
and Bachelor of Applied Science degrees in 
their chosen programs. Individual courses 
may be considered to satisfy program 
requirements for both degrees. Courses 
taken within the Faculty of Applied 
Science will have the same standing as 
courses taken within the Faculty of Science 
for the purpose of satisfying requirements 
for a Bachelor of Arts for students enrolled 
in this program. Where possible, students 
should meet with an advisor from the 
Board of Studies prior to enrolling in their 
first year of courses. 

 
Type of Action: 
Delete reference no longer applicable. 
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Rationale:   
There will no longer be any differentiation 
between credits taken in the Faculty of 
Science and credits taken in other Faculties 
other than Arts. 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   

Environment and Society 
Minor in Environment and Society 

The Minor in Environment and Society 
allows students to complement their major 
program of study with an interdisciplinary 
minor drawn from the large number of 
relevant courses offered by Arts, Science 
and other faculties. Students enrolled in 
faculties other than Arts who are interested 
in the Minor in Environment and Society 
should consult an advisor in their home 
faculty. 

The Minor in Environment and Society 
consists of 15 credits from List A and 6 
credits from List B, specified below, at 
least 18 credits of which must be at the 
300-level or above. All courses credited 
toward the Minor must be drawn from 
disciplines other than the concurrent major 
or honours degree. Courses taken outside 
the Faculty of Arts will count toward the 
maximum of 48 such credits allowed for 
the Bachelor of Arts degree. Credits in List 
B may be used to satisfy the Faculty of 
Arts science requirement, though students 
should consult the relevant section of the 
calendar to confirm that particular courses 
qualify. Some courses listed below may not 
be offered every year. Moreover, many of 
the courses listed below have prerequisites. 
Students should therefore plan their courses 
of study in advance. 

 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/inde
x.cfm?tree=12,197,282,1475 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Environment and Society 
Minor in Environment and Society 

The Minor in Environment and Society 
allows students to complement their major 
program of study with an interdisciplinary 
minor drawn from the large number of 
relevant courses offered by Arts, Science 
and other faculties. Students enrolled in 
faculties other than Arts who are interested 
in the Minor in Environment and Society 
should consult an advisor in their home 
faculty. 

The Minor in Environment and Society 
consists of 15 credits from List A and 6 
credits from List B, specified below, at 
least 18 credits of which must be at the 
300-level or above. All courses credited 
toward the Minor must be drawn from 
disciplines other than the concurrent major 
or honours degree. Courses taken outside 
the Faculty of Arts and Science will count 
toward the maximum of 18 such credits 
allowed for the Bachelor of Arts degree. 
Credits in List B may be used to satisfy the 
Faculty of Arts science requirement, 
though students should consult the relevant 
section of the calendar to confirm that 
particular courses qualify. Some courses 
listed below may not be offered every year. 
Moreover, many of the courses listed 
below have prerequisites. Students should 
therefore plan their courses of study in 
advance. 
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Type of Action: 
Delete reference no longer applicable. 
 
Rationale:   
There will no longer be any differentiation 
between credits taken in the Faculty of 
Science and credits taken in other Faculties 
other than Arts and the minimum number 
of credits taken in other Faculties will be 
48 instead of 18. 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   

Interdisciplinary Studies 

The Interdisciplinary Studies (IDST) B.A. 
Program offers the independent, capable 
student a multidisciplinary alternative to 
the traditional, department-based Major. 

Students admitted to the program usually 
design their own cross-disciplinary course 
of study, and then consult with an IDST 
advisor to obtain approval. The Program 
may be appropriate as preparation for 
professional programs in Arts and in other 
faculties, including Elementary Education, 
Journalism, Law, Library/Information 
Studies, Medicine, Social Work, and 
Architecture. The Program is distinct from 
departmental majors and honours 
programs, and students should note that 
further preparation may be required of 
candidates for Secondary Education and 
Graduate Studies. Students intending to 
apply to the Faculties of Dentistry or 
Medicine may also find it appropriate, but 
they are advised to note that these faculties 
require specific science courses for 
admission. The program may provide an 
appropriate route to further study in the 
creative and performing arts. It is 
administered by the IDST Board of 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,197,282,78 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 

Interdisciplinary Studies 

The Interdisciplinary Studies (IDST) B.A. 
Program (formerly known as the General 
B.A. Program) offers the independent, 
capable student a multidisciplinary 
alternative to the traditional, department-
based Major. 

Students admitted to the program usually 
design their own cross-disciplinary course 
of study, and then consult with an IDST 
advisor to obtain approval. The Program 
may be appropriate as preparation for 
professional programs in Arts and in other 
faculties, including Elementary Education, 
Journalism, Law, Library/Information 
Studies, Medicine, Social Work, and 
Architecture. The Program is distinct from 
departmental majors and honours 
programs, and students should note that 
further preparation may be required of 
candidates for Secondary Education and 
Graduate Studies. Students intending to 
apply to the Faculties of Dentistry or 
Medicine may also find it appropriate, but 
they are advised to note that these faculties 
require specific science courses for 
admission. The program may provide an 
appropriate route to further study in the 
creative and performing arts. It is 
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Studies. 

Admission 

To be admitted to the Interdisciplinary 
Studies B.A. Program, students must have 
completed at least 54 and usually no more 
than 75 credits toward the Bachelor of Arts 
(students granted special permission to 
enter the program with more than 75 
credits may be required to complete more 
than 120 credits to obtain their degree); 
obtained an overall average of at least 60% 
in all previous courses attempted towards 
the B.A.; satisfied the 3 credit Writing 
Component of the Writing and Research 
requirement and have completed or have in 
progress the other Arts Faculty 
requirements; and obtained approval of 
their proposed course of study. 

Applications are accepted throughout the 
entire year, and should be submitted either 
to the Chair of the IDST Program or the 
Program Coordinator.  Application forms 
and program information are available at 
http://www.interdisciplinary.arts.ubc.ca/. 

Requirements 

Acceptable disciplines and courses are 
classified by the Board into four categories: 
humanities, social sciences, creative and 
performing arts, and sciences. Disciplines 
are as defined by the board and do not 
necessarily coincide with existing 
departmental divisions in the Faculty (e.g., 
courses in English and other "language 
departments" are allocated to either 
"language," or "literature", which constitute 
separate disciplines in the B.A. in 
Interdisciplinary Studies). 

Students must complete: 

1. at least 30 credits of 300-/400-level 

administered by the IDST Board of Studies 

Admission 

To be admitted to the Interdisciplinary 
Studies B.A. Program, students must have 
completed at least 54 and usually no more 
than 75 credits toward the Bachelor of Arts 
(students granted special permission to 
enter the program with more than 75 
credits may be required to complete more 
than 120 credits to obtain their degree); 
obtained an overall average of at least 60% 
in all previous courses attempted towards 
the B.A.; satisfied the first-year Faculty of 
Arts English requirement and have 
completed or have in progress the other 
Arts Faculty requirements; and obtained 
approval of their proposed course of study. 

Applications will be evaluated three times a 
year, and must be received before the 
deadlines. Application forms and deadline 
information are available online. Address 
inquiries to the Interdisciplinary Studies 
B.A. Program, Faculty of Arts, Room 
A201 Buchanan Building, 604.822.4028. 

Requirements 

Acceptable disciplines and courses are 
classified by the Board into four categories: 
humanities, social sciences, creative and 
performing arts, and sciences. Disciplines 
are as defined by the board and do not 
necessarily coincide with existing 
departmental divisions in the Faculty (e.g., 
courses in English and other "language 
departments" are allocated to either 
"language," or "literature", which constitute 
separate disciplines in the B.A. in 
Interdisciplinary Studies). 

Students must complete: 

1. at least 30 credits of 300-/400-level 
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course work in the Primary 
Category, including an 18-credit 
'primary concentration' in one 
discipline; and  

2. at least 12 credits of 300-/400-level 
course work in the Secondary 
Category. 

Students may complete no more than 18 
credits of 300-/400-level course work in 
any one discipline. However, students with 
at least a 75% average may, with approval, 
complete up to 24 credits in the discipline 
of the Primary Category.  IDST students 
may complete more than the maximum of 
48 credits outside of the Faculty of Arts if 
more are required for their approved 
program.  After completing 90 credits, 
students must consult with an assigned 
advisor and obtain specific approval of 
their remaining course work. For 
graduation, students must complete all 
Faculty of Arts requirements, including the 
writing and research, literature, language, 
and science requirements. 

 

course work in the Primary 
Category, including an 18-credit 
'primary concentration' in one 
discipline; and  

2. at least 12 credits of 300-/400-level 
course work in the Secondary 
Category. 

Students may complete no more than 18 
credits of 300-/400-level course work in 
any one discipline. However, students with 
at least a 75% average may, with approval, 
complete up to 24 credits in the Primary 
Category, in an individual program. Also 
students may include in their degrees up to 
18 credits in courses outside the Faculties 
of Arts and Science. For IDST students, 
these courses may be included in electives 
only. After completing 90 credits, students 
must consult with an assigned advisor and 
obtain specific approval of their remaining 
course work. For graduation, students must 
complete all Faculty of Arts requirements, 
including the English, literature, language, 
and science requirements. 

Type of Action: 
Delete reference no longer applicable. 
 
Rationale:   

There will no longer be any differentiation 
between credits taken in the Faculty of 
Science and credits taken in other Faculties 
other than Arts and the 18 credit maximum 
will no longer exist. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/inde
x.cfm?tree=12,197,282,54#17589 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
Outside Credits 
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Courses taken from faculties other than the 
Arts and Science are deemed to be outside 
credits. A student may apply a maximum 
of 18 credits outside the faculties of Arts 
and the Science toward a Bachelor of Arts 
degree.1 

1EXCEPTION: A student taking a course 
outside the faculties of Arts or Science 
which is a requirement for a minor in 
Commerce or for the Faculty of Arts 
Science Requirement may apply them as 
inside credits, in addition to the 18 outside 
credit rule. 

 
Type of Action: 
Delete this entry. 
 
Rationale:   
 
It is no longer relevant now that the 18 
credit outside Arts & Science rule has been 
eliminated. 
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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A  
 

 

Vancouver Senate Curriculum Committee
c/o 

Enrolment Services | Senate & Curriculum Services
Brock Hall 2016 – 1874 East Mall | Vancouver BC | V6T 1Z1

lindsey.kovacevic@ubc.ca | PH 604.822.9134 | FX 604.822.5945 

 

 

24 November 2011 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
RE: CURRICULUM PROPOSALS FROM THE FACULTY OF 

GRADUATE STUDIES 
 
 
The Senate Curriculum Committee has reviewed the attached Category 1 proposals from 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies and is pleased to submit them for your consideration. 
 
Applied Science 
New Course 
EECE 534 (3) 
 
Arts 
New and Changed Courses 
NEST 505 (3) 
POLI 517 (3) 
PSYC 549 (18) 
 
College for Interdisciplinary Studies 
New and Changed Courses 
PLAN 517 (3) 
PLAN 519 (3/6)D 
PLAN 542 (3) 
RMES 501 (3) 
RMES 505 (3) 
RMES 506 (3) 
RMES 508 (3) 
RMES 510 (3) 
 
Education 
New Courses 
EDCP 569 (3) 
EDCP 532 (3) 
 
Forestry 
New Courses 
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Vancouver Senate Curriculum Committee 
Graduate Proposals 

page 2

 

   

FRST 501 (3) 
 
Land & Food Systems 
New Course 
FOOD 515 (3) 
 
Medicine 
New Subject Code 
PHTH 
New Course 
SPPH 547 (3) 
 
Science 
New Course 
MATH 559 (3) 
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form  
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1)  
FACULTY: ARTS 
DEPARTMENT: CNERS  
Faculty Approval Date: February 10, 
2011  
Effective Date for Change: Term 2, 
Year 2011 
 

DATE: 01/09/2010  
Contact person: Thomas Schneider 
Phone: (74316) 
Email: thschnei@interchange.ubc.ca 
 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
NEST 505 (3) 
 
Literature of Ancient Egypt and the 
Ancient Near East 
 
The main genres and texts of Egyptian 
and Ancient Near Eastern Literature 
and their modern interpretation. Credit 
will be granted for only one of NEST 
401 or 505. 
 
 
 

 

Present Calendar entry  
NONE 
 
Type of Action: 
Create new course 
 
Rationale: 
All other disciplines within the 
department currently offer or primarily 
focus on courses on (Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew) literature. NEST lacks a 
corresponding course that would 
introduce students into the vast and 
complex issue of Ancient Egyptian and 
Ancient Near Eastern literature, offering 
them both an overview of the principal 
genres and texts, and an informed view 
of the modern debate on literature 
within Egyptology and Assyriology. 
 
 
ID Number for supporting  
Documents:   
 
 
 

 
  
�
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: 1 
Faculty:  ARTS 
Department: Political Science 
Faculty Approval Date:  October 12, 
2010 
 
Effective Session Winter Term 2  
Year 2011 for Change 
 

Date:  21 September 2011 
Contact Person: Josephine Calazan 
Phone: 2-2717 
Email: calazan@politics.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
POLI 517 (3) THE STATE IN 
COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
 
This course is not eligible for Credit/D/Fail 
grading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

URL: n/a 
 
Present Calendar Entry: n/a 
 
Type of Action: 
Create new course. 
 
Rationale:  
  
This new course provides graduate students 
in comparative politics and international 
relations with a comprehensive review of 
the state literature.  Prior to this course, the 
topic was taught in two separate courses 
(“The Liberal State in Comparative 
Perspective”, Poli513B and “State and 
State-Society Relations” Poli562 , both of 
which were persistent topics courses) 
which were based on an artificial division 
of the literature into developed and 
developing countries. 
By bringing together the study of the state 
for all geographic areas, this course not 
only is a better reflection of both the 
theoretical and empirical span of the 
literature, but it also appeals to a much 
larger number of graduate students. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program  

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Arts 
Department:  Psychology 
Faculty Approval Date: Feb. 10, 2011 
 
Effective Session:  Winter; Term: 1; Year for 
Change:  2012 
 

Date:  October 26, 2010 
Contact Person:  James Enns 
Phone:  822-6634 
Email:  jenns@psych.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 

PSYC 549 (18) MASTER’S THESIS 
This course is not eligible for Credit/D/Fail 
grading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Present Calendar Entry:   
 

PSYC 549 (6/9) c MASTER’S THESIS 
This course is not eligible for Credit/D/Fail 
grading. 
 
Type of Action:  Change credits from 6/9 to 
18.  
 
Rationale:  Research activities toward the 
thesis make up more than 60% of a student’s 
effort in the program.  This is inconsistent 
with the MA thesis currently being assigned 
less than 30% of the 30 credits of the degree.  
Furthermore, since the thesis portion of the 
MA degree is assigned too few credits in 
relation to the time commitment involved, 
students must take additional formal courses, 
infringing on research time. A departmental 
decision has been made to more appropriately 
recognize the current effort students make to 
the MA thesis by assigning it 18 credits and by 
reducing the minimum number of required 
course credits from 21 to 12.  This action will 
bring our MA thesis credit in line with 
research-intensive programs in other 
departments – BIOC 549 (18), BIOL 549 (12-
18), BOTA 549 (18), CELL 549 (18), CHEM 549 
(18), MICB 549 (18), ZOOL 549 (18). This 
change will have no impact on the budget or 
the library because the courses being offered 
remain unchanged. 
 
ID Number for Supporting Documents: PSYC 
549-change credits 
PSYC 549 budget 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  College for Interdisciplinary 
Studies 
Department: School of Community & 
Regional Planning 
Faculty Approval Date: 31 Jan 2011 
 
Effective Session Winter 2012 for Change
 

Date: 12 January 2011 
Contact Person: Rhoda Thow 
Phone: 604-822-5326 
Email: rhoda@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
PLAN 517 (3) - Theory and Methods of 
Urban Design  
 
Application of urban design theory to a 
neighbourhood design.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
N/A 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
N/A   
 
Type of Action: 
Create New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
This course has been taught as PLAN 548L for 
the past three years as a special topics course 
with an average enrollment of 22 students. The 
faculty and school strongly recommend adding 
this course with a permanent number. Due to 
its popularity, the course will continue to be 
offered in the future.  It is also highly 
beneficial and desirable that the specific course 
title appears on the student’s transcripts. 
 
 
       Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT eligible for Cr/D/F 
grading.  Note:  Not applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 
       Pass/Fail or        Honours/Pass/Fail grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course will be 
graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  Default grading is 
percentage.) 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  College for Interdisciplinary 
Studies 
Department: School of Community & 
Regional Planning 
Faculty Approval Date: January 12, 2011 
 
Effective Session Winter 2012 for Change
 

Date: January 12, 2011 
Contact Person: Rhoda Thow 
Phone: 604-822-5326 
Email: 604-822-3787 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
PLAN 519 (3/6) D – Internships 
 
Guided hands-on experience of day-to-day 
planning in a workplace environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
N/A  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
N/A  
 
Type of Action: 
Create New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
This course has been taught as PLAN 548X 
since 1992 as a special topics course with 
an average enrollment of 10 students. The 
faculty and school strongly recommend 
adding this course with a permanent 
number. The course will continue to be 
offered in the future.  It is also highly 
beneficial and desirable that the specific 
course title appears on the student’s 
transcripts. 
 
 
 
 
       Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT eligible for Cr/D/F 
grading.  Note:  Not applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 
       Pass/Fail or        Honours/Pass/Fail grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course will be 
graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  Default grading is 
percentage.) 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  College for Interdisciplinary 
Studies 
Department: School of Community & 
Regional Planning 
Faculty Approval Date: February 24, 
2011 
 
Effective Session Winter 2012 for Change
 

Date: February 24, 2011 
Contact Person: Rhoda Thow 
Phone: 604-822-5326 
Email: rhoda@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
PLAN 542 (3) Practical Practice: City 
Planning as a Craft 
 
Approach, role, style, and essential skills of 
practical urban planning: working at the 
community level; developing overall 
policy; managing development; 
undertaking urban design; and engaging in 
the political process.     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
N/A 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
N/A   
 
Type of Action: 
Create New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
This course has been taught as PLAN 548P for 
the past twelve years as a special topics course 
with an average enrollment of 17 students. The 
faculty and school strongly recommend adding 
this course with a permanent number. Due to 
its popularity, the course will continue to be 
offered in the future.  It is also highly 
beneficial and desirable that the correct name 
appear on the student’s transcripts. 
 
 
       Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT eligible for Cr/D/F 
grading.  Note:  Not applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 
       Pass/Fail or        Honours/Pass/Fail grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course will be 
graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  Default grading is 
percentage.) 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  CFIS 
Department: RMES 
Faculty Approval Date: 5 August 2011 
 
Effective Session: Summer Session, 2012 

Date: 20 June 2011 
Contact Person: Kyle Sullivan 
Phone: 604.822.9249 
Email: kyle.sullivan@ires.ubc.ca 

 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
RMES 501 (3) Development of 
Environmental Thought 
 
History and philosophy of Western 
environmental thought; changes in 
concepts of human nature and external 
nature over time; critiques of modern 
industrial society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/cour
ses.cfm?page=name&code=RMES 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
RMES 501 (3) Perspectives on Resources 
and Environment 
 
Concepts of natural resources and 
environment; environment and resource 
management; tools of management; case 
studies 
 
Type of Action: 
Change of course title, change of course 
description. 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
 
These changes more accurately reflect the 
mission and content of RMES 501. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: 1 
Faculty:  CFIS 
Department: RMES 
Faculty Approval Date:  26 May 2011 
 
Effective Session __W__ Term _2__ 
Year_2011__ for Change 

Date: 23 February 2011 
Contact Person: Terre Satterfield 
Phone: 604 822-2333 
Email: terre.satterfield@ires.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
RMES 505 (3) Qualitative Methods in 
Interdisciplinary Contexts 
 
Research design, data quality, analysis, 
representation, ethics review, structured 
and unstructured interviews, field 
observations, survey design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type of Action: 
Create new course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
RMES 505 (3) Qualitative Methods in 
Interdisciplinary Contexts will provide 
qualitative methods training for not only 
RMES students, but for students working 
in interdisciplinary fields across campus.   
 
This course is very well-suited for many 
RMES students working in human and 
environmental health, but also for students 
across campus who are working in these 
and similar interdisciplinary contexts who 
as yet have either minimal training in 
qualitative methods; are transitioning from 
disciplines not normally acquainted with 
qualitative methods; are transitioning from 
disciplines which focus on a discrete subset 
of qualitative methods (e.g., ethnography 
but not interviews or survey design); and/or 
are largely unacquainted with how to carry 
out qualitative research. 
 

 Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT 
eligible for Cr/D/F grading.  Note:  Not 
applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 

 Pass/Fail or   Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course 
will be graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  
Default grading is percentage.) 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

 
Category: 1 
Faculty:  CFIS 
Department: RMES 
Faculty Approval Date:  26 May 2011 
 
Effective Session __W__ Term _2__ 
Year_2011__ for Change 
 

Date: 23 February 2011 
Contact Person: Terre Satterfield 
Phone: 604 822-2333 
Email: terre.satterfield@ires.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
RMES 506 (3) Human Dimensions of 
Conservation 
 
History of wilderness and protected areas; 
ecological dynamics underpinning 
biodiversity; evaluating the success of 
protected areas and ecological dynamics. 
 
 
 
 

 
Type of Action: 
Create New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
RMES 506 is a course that is central to the 
ethos of the RMES program: lasting 
positive societal change regarding 
biodiversity conservation occurring 
through coordinated efforts across private, 
public, and academic sectors is central to 
the research of many RMES students.  
Increasingly, such training will become 
integral to many other academic programs 
on campus; it is crucial that students who 
will take these various perspectives learn 
and work together. Through RMES 500F, 
students will gain a level of common 
knowledge that will enable constructive 
action to arise from such differences. 
 
 

  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT eligible for Cr/D/F 
grading.  Note:  Not applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 

 Pass/Fail or        Honours/Pass/Fail grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course will be 
graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  Default grading is 
percentage.) 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: 1 
 

Faculty:  CFIS 
Department: RMES 
Faculty Approval Date:  26 May 2011 
 
Effective Session __W__ Term _2__ 
Year_2011__ for Change 
 

Date: 23 February 2011 
Contact Person: Terre Satterfield 
Phone: 604 822-2333 
Email: terre.satterfield@ires.ubc.ca 

 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
RMES 508 (3) Ecosystem Services 
 
Fostering sustainable management of 
ecosystem-based activities, for the 
competing and complementary ends of 
sustaining and enhancing human well-
being and protecting biodiversity  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Type of Action: 
Create New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
The study of ecosystem services is 
fundamental to the research of many 
RMES students and provides invaluable 
preparation for work within this field.  This 
course is inherently interdisciplinary and 
therefore will attract UBC graduate 
students from natural sciences, social 
sciences and humanities.  
 
 

  Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT 
eligible for Cr/D/F grading.  Note:  Not 
applicable to graduate-level courses.) 
 

 Pass/Fail  or  Honours/Pass/Fail 
grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course 
will be graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  Default 
grading is percentage.) 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: 1 
Faculty:  CFIS 
Department: RMES 
Faculty Approval Date:  26 May 2011 
 
Effective Session __W__ Term _2__ 
Year_2011__ for Change 
 

Date: 23 February 2011 
Contact Person: Terre Satterfield 
Phone: 604 822-2333 
Email: terre.satterfield@ires.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:  
  
RMES 510 (3) Social Ecological Systems 
 
Dynamics of environmental issues across 
temporal and spatial scales using 
disciplinary and interdisciplinary 
approaches to integrating sociological, 
cultural, and ecological perspectives. 
 
 
 
 

Type of Action: 
Create New Course  
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
 
The multiple causalities of environmental 
issues have long troubled traditional 
academic approaches because social and 
ecological systems have generally been 
studied separately. Increasingly, 
interdisciplinary socio-ecological 
approaches are being developed in order to 
consider these processes together, 
providing important insights regarding the 
complex dynamics of diverse and 
interlinked processes operating across 
temporal and spatial scales. 
 
This course, due to its unique position 
linking social and ecological thought, will 
be a popular course amongst RMES 
students and non-RMES students interested 
in sustainability. 
 

   Not available for Cr/D/F grading. 
(Check the box if the course is NOT eligible for 
Cr/D/F grading.  Note:  Not applicable to graduate-
level courses.) 
 

 Pass/Fail or    Honours/Pass/Fail grading 
(Check one of the above boxes if the course will be 
graded on a P/F or H/P/F basis.  Default grading is 
percentage.) 
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category 1 
Faculty:  Education 
Department: Curriculum and Pedagogy 
Faculty Approval Date: September 27, 2011 
 
Effective Session: W Term: 2 Year: 2012 for 
Change  

Date: Feb, 2011 
Contact Person: Anthony Clarke 
Phone: 2-2003 
Email: Anthony.clarke@ubc.ca 

Proposed Calendar Entry:   
(40 word limit.) 
 
EDCP 569 (3) Schooling in Comparative 
Perspective: North American and International 
Interpretations 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
NA 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
NA  
 
Type of Action: 
New Course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
One of the strengths of our graduate program is 
the number of international students who 
enrich and contribute to our scholarly 
community. Upon arrival in our faculty, our 
international students immediately begin their 
classes with their Canadian counterparts and do 
so, in large part, without an appreciation of the 
North American educational context which 
figures prominently in the literatures that they 
are expected to read, the discussions that they 
are expected to engage in, and the assignments 
that they are expected to undertake.  
 
The extent to which their knowledge of the 
North American educational context is 
assumed, and upon which their courses within 
EDCP are often contingent, is rarely addressed. 
 
Further, this knowledge is something that they 
have to often negotiate and make sense of by 
themselves. Hence, international graduate 
students will benefit significantly from this 
graduate-level course that situates their 
international knowledge of schooling within a 
North American context.  
 
The proposed course would address five 
perspectives on schooling: 

• pupils in comparative perspective,  
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• teachers in comparative perspective,  
• schools in comparative perspective,  
• parents (and families) in comparative 

perspective,  
• school and related educational systems 

(e.g, museums) in comparative 
perspective.  

 
Students will engage in, analyze, and debate 
the five perspectives noted above and will 
come to better know, understand, and 
appreciate the North American context in 
relation to their own knowledge and 
experiences of schooling. 
 
Not Available for Cr/D/F grading 
NA 
 
Pass/Fail or Honours/Pass/Fail Grading 
NA 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty:  Education 
Department: EDCP 
Faculty Approval Date: September 27, 
2011 
 
Effective Session WINTER Term 2  
Year 2011 for Change 
 

Date: February 24, 2011 
Contact Person: Tracy L. Friedel 
Phone: 604-822-5289 
Email: 604-822-4714 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
EDCP 532 (3) Theories and Dimensions of 
Place-Based Education: Ecohumanist, 
Critical and Indigenous Lenses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
n/a 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
n/a 
 
Type of Action: 
New course 
 
Rationale for Proposed Change:   
This course engages an examination of 
concepts, theories and research relevant to 
the field of place-based education. Integral 
to the course is a service-learning 
component that requires students to work 
in partnership with a community-focused 
organization. Reflective of the importance 
of the move to education for sustainable 
development, this course will broaden the 
perspective of graduate students in terms of 
their own teaching and research in 
education (formal, informal, non-formal).  
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Courses 

Category 1 
 
Faculty:  Forestry 
Department: Dean’s Office 
Faculty Approval Date:   MAY 10, 2011 
 
Effective Session for Change: 2011W2 

Date: May 10, 2011 
Contact Person: Cindy Prescott 
Phone: (604) 822-4701 
Email: cindy.prescott@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
FRST 501 (3)  
Climate Change in the 21st Century 
Equivalency: GEOG 512 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: 
Present Calendar Entry: 
None 
 
Type of Action:  
Create new course number, cross-listed 
with existing course GEOG 512. 
 
Rationale:  
Sufficient interest exists to give this course 
its own unique identity within Forestry and 
our graduate students are more likely to 
find and take courses listed in this Faculty.  
There is also value of having one’s 
Faculty’s contributions to teaching 
recognized by those who might count 
courses offered towards estimating the 
contribution which a unit makes to the 
collective teaching effort of the university. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

  1 

Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program  

Category 1 
Faculty:  Land & Food Systems 
 
Department: Food Science 
Faculty Approval Date: Jan 20, 2011 
 
Effective Session Winter Term _2_  
Year 2011  for Change 

Date: April 28, 2010 
 
Contact Person: Eunice Li-Chan 
Phone: 604-822-6182 
Email: Eunice.li-chan@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
FOOD 515 (3) Fundamentals of Agri-Food 
Business 
 
 

Present Calendar Entry: N/A (new course) 
 
Type of Action: Create New Course 
 
Rationale:  Courses presently in the Food 
Science graduate program are mainly 
focussed on the technical and scientific 
aspects of food science. This graduate level 
course covers the many other facets of the 
food processing industry including human 
resources, marketing, finance, production, 
quality control, ethics, purchasing and 
regulatory affairs. Upon successful 
completion of this course, students who go on 
to work in food processing companies should 
be able to integrate more quickly into the 
corporation and also be far more effective in 
whatever role they may have.  
 
There are no prerequisites for the course.  
However, students will be required to analyze 
business cases independently and in groups, 
to verbally present their findings and 
recommendations in English in an open-
forum class discussion as well as to debate 
and to defend their recommendations.   
 
Class participation will account for 50% of 
the final mark and the mid-term and final 
exam will each count for 25% of the final 
mark.   
 
A 'prototype' of this course has been offered 
twice (in term 2 of the 2008 and 2009 winter 
sessions) as "Food 527a – Special Topics in 
Food Science".  
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: 1 
Faculty: Medicine 
Department: Physical Therapy 
Faculty Approval Date: October 28th, 
2010 
 
Effective Session: Winter Term: 2  
Year: 2011 for Change 
 

Date: November 2nd, 2010 
Contact Person: Carissa McRae 
Phone: 604-822-2272 
Email: carissa.mcrae@ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
PHTH 
 
 
 

URL: 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
Type of Action: 
 

• Create new course code PHTH  
• Delete course code RSPT 

 
Rationale:   
 
Effective July 1st, 2007 the School of 
Rehabilitation Sciences at UBC was 
dissolved and replaced with the 
Department of Occupational Science and 
Occupational Therapy and the Department 
of Physical Therapy.  
 
The Department of Physical Therapy’s 
current course code – RSPT – originated 
from the Division of Physical Therapy, 
School of Rehabilitation Sciences 
(Rehabilitation Sciences, Division of 
Physical Therapy).  With the dissolution of 
the School, there exists a need for the 
creation of a new, more applicable, course 
code. The Department of Physical Therapy, 
in consultation with the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and its faculty and 
students, proposes a new course code of 
PHTH (Physical Therapy). The Department 
would like to implement this course code 
for all RSPT designated courses within the 
Master of Physical Therapy program. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/04)  2 

The new course acronym, PHTH, will 
better represent the Department of Physical 
Therapy and more clearly identify the 
courses offered in the Master of Physical 
Therapy program.  This change will have 
no effect on current library usage, or 
budgets.  As the RSPT designation is only 
used by the Department of Physical 
Therapy, this change will not affect any 
other departments within the University of 
British Columbia or the Faculty of 
Medicine. 

 
 

Vancouver Senate 14 December 2011
Item 6 Page 56 of 82 



SPPH 547: Health Care Priority Setting 

THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 

Change to Course or Program 
 

Category: (1) 

 
  

 

Faculty:  Medicine 
 
Department: School of Population and 
Public Health 
 
Faculty Approval Date: Aug 26, 2011 
 
Effective Session: Winter Term 2 Year 
2011/12 
 

Date: Aug 29, 2011 
 
Contact Person: Dr. Craig Mitton 
 
Phone: (604) 328-5199 
 
Email: craig.mitton@ubc.ca 
  

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
SPPH 547 (3) Health care priority setting 
 
Resource allocation, economics and ethics 
based approaches for decision making, uptake 
of evidence to inform resource use in health 
care. 
 
 
 

URL: SPPH 
 
Present Calendar Entry: N/A 
 
Type of Action: Create new Course 
 
Rationale:   
Health care decision makers must make 
difficult choices with limited resources.  
Many students in SPPH have a current or 
planned role in health care decision 
making yet currently there is no course 
designed to inform principles and 
processes related to priority setting and 
resource allocation. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

UBC Curriculum Proposal (v1/02/09/04)  1 

UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: (1) 
Faculty: Science   
Department: Mathematics  
Faculty Approval Date: November 1, 
2011 
 
Effective Session Summer 2012 for 
Change 
 

Date: November 1, 2011 
Contact Person: Dr. Bill Ramey                  
Phone: 822-3300                                            
Email: wramey@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
MATH 559 (3) Complex Fluids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URL: MATH 
Present Calendar Entry: n/a 
Type of Action:  Create new course. 
 
Rationale:  Complex Fluids has been 
offered every other year as a special topics 
course in partial differential equations, 
attracting students from Math, EOS, 
Physics, and Engineering departments 
(mostly Chemical and Mechanical). Having 
MATH 559 as a regular course will attract 
more Math students whose thesis work is 
not primarily in Fluid Mechanics but draws 
on aspects of it -- for instance, numerical 
analysts using flow problems to benchmark 
algorithms and math-biologists who deal 
with cellular components that are complex 
fluids.  
 
The course will discuss Non-Newtonian 
Fluid Dynamics and two approaches to 
building constitutive models for complex 
fluids: continuum modeling and kinetic-
microstructural modeling. 
 
Creating this course will lessen the load on 
the overtaxed course number MATH 605, 
“Topics in Applied Mathematics”, and will 
signal our department's dedication to a 
timely and current course offering in an 
active area of applied mathematics. 
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-
MATH 559
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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A  
 

 

Vancouver Senate Curriculum Committee
c/o 

Enrolment Services | Senate & Curriculum Services
Brock Hall 2016 – 1874 East Mall | Vancouver BC | V6T 1Z1

lindsey.kovacevic@ubc.ca | PH 604.822.9134 | FX 604.822.5945 

 

29 November 2011 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum Committee 
 
RE: CURRICULUM PROPOSALS FROM THE FACULTY OF 

SCIENCE 
 
 
The Senate Curriculum Committee has reviewed the attached Category 1 proposals from 
the Faculty of Science and is pleased to submit them for your consideration. 
 
Biochemistry 
New Courses 
BIOC 202 (3) 
BIOC 203 (3) 
BIOC 304 (3) 
BIOC 440 (3) 
BIOC 450 (3) 
BIOC 460 (3) 
 
Biology 
New Course 
BIOL 332 (4) 
 
Cellular & Physiological Sciences 
New Course 
PHYL 421 (3) 
 
Earth & Ocean Sciences 
Changed Courses 
EOSC 425 (3) 
EOSC 434 (3) 
 
Geography 
New Course 
GEOB 409 (3) 
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Vancouver Senate Curriculum Committee 
Science Proposals 

page 2

 

   

Science 
New Course 
SCIE 120 (1) 
 
 
Program Changes 
Bachelor of Science > Physics > Minor: Astronomy 
Bachelor of Science > Biology > Honours: Biology 
Bachelor of Science > Earth and Ocean Sciences > Major: Geology 
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1 

Contact:  Dr. Bill Ramey                                              Faculty Approval Date: November 1, 2011 
Phone:    822-3300                                                         Email:  wramey@interchange.ubc.ca 

BIOCHEMISTRY 
Effective Date for Change: 12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
BIOC 202 (3) Introductory Medical 
Biochemistry 
 
Introduction to proteins and enzymes, 
carbohydrate metabolism, and glucose 
homeostasis. The course emphasis is on 
human biochemistry and it is designed for 
students going into health science fields. 
Credit is granted for only one of BIOC 202 or 
203 or BIOL 201. [3-0-0] 
 
Prerequisite: Either (a) one of CHEM 213, 
CHEM 204 or (b) all of CHEM 233, CHEM 
205 or (c) all of CHEM 233, PHAR 220 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Add new course. 
Rationale: Currently BIOC 300 (Health 
Sciences Stream) and the combination of BIOL 
201/BIOC 302 (Biological Sciences Stream), 
serve two different populations of undergraduate 
students completing their biochemistry 
requirement. Although students completing these 
different course streams start with substantially 
different backgrounds, at the end they have 
comparable proficiency in biochemistry. 
Historically, however, this situation has led to a 
credit inequity, with BIOC 300 being worth 6 
upper level credits, whereas the combination of 
BIOL 201/BIOC 302 being worth 3 lower level 
credits and 3 upper level credits. To address this 
situation, it is proposed to create a new course 
(BIOC 202) in place of BIOC 300 for health 
sciences stream students that would be given in 
Term 1 of each winter session and would be 
essentially identical to Term 1 of the existing 
BIOC 300.  Given that BIOC 302 covers 
essentially the same material as term 2 of BIOC 
300, BIOC 202 students would then continue on 
to complete BIOC 302.  Taking this combination 
of the three-credit BIOC 202 plus the three-
credit BIOC 302 will provide the students with 
the same biochemistry background that they 
were learning in the six-credit BIOC 300 course. 
 
Supporting Document:  SCI-11-1-BIOC 202 
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2 

 
Effective Date for Change: 12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
BIOC 203 (3) Fundamentals of Biochemistry 
 
Amino acids and proteins. Enzymes and 
enzymology. Human metabolic pathways. 
Structure, function and metabolism of 
carbohydrates including glycogen storage and 
gluconeogenesis. Restricted to students in 
Biochemistry specializations. [3-0-1] 
 
Prerequisite: All of BIOL 200, CHEM 203 
Corequisite: CHEM 213 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action:  Add new course. 
Rationale:  A detailed curriculum review of the 
course offerings and the Major, Honours and 
Combined Honours specialization requirements 
of the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology, coupled with a 
comprehensive survey of former Biochemistry 
specialization students, has identified the need 
for the development of BIOC 203 to more fully 
engage our specialization students in their 
second year and thereby facilitate preparation for 
later years in their specializations and in 
subsequent careers in the field of biochemistry. 
Currently, our Department does not offer any 
courses in second year. More specifically, course 
materials for BIOC 203 have been tailored to 
focus in the areas of human health, metabolism 
and biotechnology, including units on 
gluconeogenesis, glycogen metabolism and 
glucose homeostasis (areas not currently covered 
at the second year level). The development of 
BIOC 203 will also allow for the optimal 
coordination of course material with upper level 
biochemistry courses, improve retention of 
students in Biochemistry specializations, and 
facilitate the integration of these students into 
departmental activities and research programs at 
an earlier stage of their studies. Subsequent 
revisions to Biochemistry Major, Honours and 
Combined Honours specialization requirements 
will make BIOC 203 a required course for all of 
these students. 
 
Supporting Documents: SCI-11-1-BIOC 203 
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3 

 
Effective Date for Change:  12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
BIOC 304 (3) Contemporary Biochemical 
Research 
 
Exploration of the breadth and importance of 
biochemical research to present day 
challenges in medicine and biotechnology. 
Detailed experimental research case studies 
of novel biochemical methods used to address 
pressing and ongoing biochemical issues. [3-0-
0] 
 
Prerequisite: One of CHEM 213, CHEM 204. 
Corequisite: BIOC 303 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action:  Add new course. 
Rationale:  A detailed curriculum review of the 
course offerings and the Major, Honours and 
Combined Honours specialization requirements 
of the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology has identified a need to 
engage our specialization students in an 
additional third year course designed to 
communicate the breadth of contemporary 
biochemical research and the evolving 
methodologies used in these studies. In practice, 
students will be exposed to a survey of 
biochemical challenges by research faculty and 
shown how these are being addressed in detail. 
Topics will be chosen so as to cover areas not 
addressed in other Biochemistry courses. 
Subsequent revisions to Biochemistry Major, 
Honours and Combined Honours specialization 
requirements will make BIOC 304 a required 
course for all of these students. 

Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-BIOC 304 
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4 

 
Effective Date for Change:  12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
BIOC 440 (3) Concepts in Molecular Biology 
 
Developing areas of molecular biology, 
focusing on experimental design and data 
analysis. Signal transduction, the use of 
model eukaryotes, and the regulation of gene 
expression. [3-0-0] 
 
Prerequisites:  All of BIOC 303, BIOC 402,  
BIOC 410 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Add new course description. 
Rationale: A recently completed curriculum 
review of the course offerings and the Major, 
Honours and Combined Honours specialization 
requirements of the Department of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology identified a need to 
develop an advanced course in molecular 
biology to complement and extend the material 
presented in BIOC 410 (Nucleic Acids). Beyond 
the presentation of advanced material, this new 
course would also seek to strengthen and 
develop skills in related areas, namely: the 
interpretation of primary scientific literature; oral 
communication and presentations; experimental 
design; and, modes of data analysis. 
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-BIOC 440 
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5 

 
Effective Date for Change: 12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
BIOC 450 (3) Membrane Biochemistry 
 
Biochemistry of membranes and membrane 
proteins, membrane fusion, electrical 
signaling and the involvement of membrane 
proteins in disease and drug development. [3-
0-0] 
 
Prerequisite: All of BIOC 303, BIOC 402, 
BIOC 410. 
 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Add new course. 
Rationale: An extensive curriculum review of 
the courses offered and the Major, Honours and 
Combined Honours specialization requirements 
of the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology has identified a need to add 
an advanced course focusing on the biochemistry 
of membranes in the fourth year. Membranes 
and membrane proteins are at the forefront of 
contemporary biochemistry and underlie key 
events in both health and disease. Until now, 
they have been completely lacking in the fourth 
year curriculum. In addition to the covered 
material, this course also aims to strengthen 
skills in oral communication and critical reading 
through regular assignments. 
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-BIOC 450 
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6 

 
Effective Date for Change:  12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
BIOC 460 (3) Advanced Techniques in 
Biochemistry   
 
Theoretical basis and practical applications 
of a selection of advanced techniques 
currently used in biochemical research. 
Topics will vary. [3-0-0] 
 
Prerequisites: All of BIOC 303, BIOC 402,  
BIOC 410 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Add new course. 
Rationale: A recently completed curriculum 
review of the course offerings and the Major, 
Honours and Combined Honours specialization 
requirements of the Department of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology has identified a need to 
develop an advanced course in the theory and 
practical application of modern and evolving 
advanced biochemical techniques in scientific 
research. Exposure to this material will provide a 
solid background for students in the range of 
current techniques available as they pursue 
biochemical research either through graduate 
studies or in industry. Beyond the presentation of 
advanced material, this new course would also 
seek to strengthen and develop skills in related 
areas, namely: the interpretation of primary 
scientific literature and modes of data analysis. 
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-BIOC 460 
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7 

 
BIOLOGY 

Effective Date for Change: 12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
BIOL 332 (4)  Protistology 
  
Cell biology, ecology, and evolution of 
protists; origins of multicellularity; the role of 
protists in micropaleontology, parasitology 
and oceanography. [3-3-0] 
 
Prerequisite: BIOL 200.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action:  New course. 
Rationale:  An understanding of protists would 
be useful to students with medical and veterinary 
interests, botanists, plant pathologists, cell 
biology/genetics students, evolutionary biology 
students and oceanography/marine biology 
students.  
BIOL 203 will not be made a prerequisite for 
this course because doing so would drastically 
limit the pool of potential students that could 
take BIOL 332. The instructors do not need 
BIOL 203 to cover the advanced material.  
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-BIOL 332 
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8 

 
CELLULAR & PHYSIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

Effective Date for Change:  12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
PHYL 421 (3) Advanced Cellular and 
Molecular Physiology  
 
Recent advancements in cellular and 
molecular physiology that have 
revolutionized our understanding of cell 
function in health and disease.  [3-0-0] 
 
Prerequisite:  ANAT 390 and PHYL 301 and 
3rd year standing or higher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action:  New course in Cellular and Molecular 
Physiology in 4th year Honours Physiology 
program. 
Rationale:  Physiology is the study of the 
function of organs and tissues, and the cells that 
comprise them.  It is becoming increasingly clear 
that understanding and teaching physiology 
requires a current understanding of molecular 
and cellular processes.  In this regard, there is an 
identified need for an upper level undergraduate 
course that covers current knowledge in the 
cellular and molecular bases of physiological 
processes. The proposed course will provide 
knowledge and understanding of fundamental 
biology related to health and disease that will 
integrate with other systems-based courses in the 
Honours Physiology program.  The course will 
be of benefit to Honours Physiology students and 
other students interested in careers in research, 
teaching, biotechnology and health-related 
disciplines.   
 
Supporting Documents: SCI-11-1-PHYL 421 
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9 

 
EARTH AND OCEAN SCIENCES 

 Effective Date for Change: 12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
 
EOSC 425 (3) Paleontology. 
 
Paleobiogeography in the context of plate 
tectonics. Mass extinction events. 
Fossilization and biases in the fossil record. 
Species concepts in paleontology. 
Biostratigraphy. Paleontological evidence for 
early life; the colonization of oceanic and 
terrestrial environments and; the evolution of 
the primates.  
[2-3-0] 
 
Prerequisite: EOSC 222.  
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
EOSC 425 (3) Paleontology. 
 
Assessment of the geological impact of life both 
before and after the advent of hard skeletons. 
Fossilization processes; skeletal composition and 
structure; numerical taxonomy; bioerosion; 
biostratigraphy; and paleobiogeography in the 
context of plate tectonics. Offered in alternate 
years. 
[2-3-0] 
 
 
Prerequisite: One of EOSC 222, EOSC 326. 
 
Action 1: Remove EOSC 326 Prerequisite. 
Action 2: Redefine description to more 
accurately reflect content. 
Action 3: Remove “Offered in alternate years.” 
EOSC 425 is now offered every year. 
Rationale: In order that advanced paleontology 
(EOSC 425) can be taught at an appropriate level 
it is necessary that students have a greater 
background in geology than EOSC 326 can 
realistically provide. In particular, the lack of 
relevant experience with paleontological and 
geological samples, maps, stratigraphy and the 
taxonomic appreciation of paleontological 
groups is problematic and cannot be addressed in 
the limited time that EOSC 326 provides. 
The change in prerequisites will not affect 
students in EOSC or GEOL specializations 
because they already take EOSC 222. 
 
Supporting Documents: SCI-11-1-EOSC 425 
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10 

 
Effective Date for Change:  12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
EOSC 434 (3) Geological Engineering Soils and 
Weak Rocks. 
 
Multi-disciplinary, geological engineering 
approach using case histories to apply 
knowledge of geomorphology, hydrogeology, 
soil mechanics and rock mechanics to 
engineering problems in realistically complex 
geological environments. [2-2-0] 
 
Prerequisite:  All of EOSC 329, EOSC 330, 
CIVL 210. 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
EOSC 434 (3) Principles of Geological 
Engineering 

 
Role of geology and hydrogeology in siting, 
design, and construction of engineering 
structures; synthesis of rock mechanics and soil 
mechanics methods in various geological 
environments; introduction to computer 
applications in geological engineering. [2-2-0] 
 
Prerequisite:  All of EOSC 329, CIVL 310, 
CIVL 311 or permission of the department head. 
 
Action:  Delete old course name and description.
Add new course name and description. 
Change prerequisites. 
Rationale:  The course content has been updated 
to better reflect newly-formulated learning goals.  
The course is meant to offer a transition between 
specialized courses such as Geomorphology, 
Hydrogeology, Soil Mechanics and Rock 
Mechanics and the range of knowledge the 
students will need in preparation for their entry 
into practice.  The course uses case histories and 
aim to teach students how to apply this 
knowledge at engineering sites in realistically 
complex geological environments. Professional 
issues, such as registration, ethics, safety and 
economics are also covered. 
The change in prerequisites 1) ensures the 
students have the background in Geomorphology 
they need (EOSC 330) and 2) broadens the 
CIVL requirement so that the course is 
accessible to students in MINE specializations 
(CIVL 210 is a prerequisite to the third year 
CIVL courses)  
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-EOSC 434 
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11 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

Effective Date for Change:  12S 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
GEOB 409 (3) Self-Directed Field Studies in 
Physical Geography  
Advanced research design, field sampling 
methods, instrumentation, surveying, 
mapping techniques, data analysis and 
management; self-directed fieldwork; 1 
lecture per week during term and a multi-day 
field camp in April or May. 
 
[2-0-0] 
 
Prerequisite: GEOB 309, third year standing 
or higher in Geographical Biogeosciences 
Major. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type of Action:  Add new course 
Rationale:  This inquiry-based course is 
designed to provide exposure to field and 
research skills at the senior undergraduate level. 
The course would be particularly appropriate for 
BSc. majors in Geography who plan to apply for 
graduate school or wish to enter the 
environmental consulting fields. 
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-GEOB 409 
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SCIENCE 

Effective Date for Change: 11W, T2 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
SCIE 120 (1) Topics in Sustainability Science 
 
Topics in sustainability, based on concepts 
introduced in first-year Science courses.     
[1-0-0] 
 
Co-requisites:  BIOL 121; one of CHEM 111 
or 121; and first year standing in Science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Present Calendar Entry:  None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action:  New Course 
Rationale:  Providing Science students with 
opportunities to study sustainability is a theme in 
the Faculty’s strategic plan. While sustainability 
involves concepts from a wide range of 
disciplines including, but not limited to, science, 
with first-year BSc students we have an 
opportunity to help them make connections 
between what they are learning in their basic 
science courses and some major sustainability 
issues. This one-hour-a-week course will make 
connections between the facts and concepts 
learned in science classes and sustainability 
issues arising from human-environment 
interactions. Topics addressed in many first-year 
science courses could be leveraged in this way 
but the largest audience is students taking both 
biology and chemistry. Future versions of the 
course may be linked to courses in other science 
disciplines.  
The new Sustainability Science course has three 
goals: to help students recognize the contribution 
of science to sustainability, to examine the 
complexity of sustainability in select scenarios, 
and to formulate a personal 'science-related' 
sustainability framework. 
This course will be of special interest to students 
seeking connections and societal implications of 
important concepts learned in their introductory, 
discipline-based courses. 
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-SCIE 120 
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Contact:  Dr. Bill Ramey                                                         Faculty Approval Date:   November 1, 2011 
Phone:    822-3300                                                                   Email:  wramey@interchange.ubc.ca 

ASTRONOMY 
Effective Date for Change:  12S 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   

Minor (xxxx): Astronomy (ASTR) 

The Minor consists of one of PHYS 200 or 
PHYS 250 plus 12 upper-level credits of ASTR 
and a further six upper-level credits of ASTR 
and/or PHYS courses. Note that MATH 215 is a 
prerequisite for many upper-level physics 
courses. 

 
 

http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?t
ree=12,215,410,434  
Present Calendar Entry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action:  Add a description of the  Astronomy 
Minor at the end of Astronomy calendar section 
and specify the required courses. 
Rationale:  Even though content and concepts in 
ASTR and PHYS overlap, some students have 
expressed a preference for having a named 
Astronomy minor rather than a named Physics 
minor.  Since students taking this minor will need 
to take some PHYS courses to have the 
prerequisites for enough ASTR courses we need to 
explicitly define this minor to distinguish it from 
the current PHYS minor.  PHYS 200 or 250 is 
specified because it is a prerequisite for most 
upper-level physics and astronomy courses. 
  
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-ASTR Minor
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BIOLOGY 

Effective Date for Change: 12S 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
 
Honours (XXXX): Biology (XXXX) 
 
First Year and Second Year 
 
Same as for Biology Major (3095) 1 
 
Total Credits                                                  61 
 
Third Year  
 
BIOL 3002                                                        3  
BIOL 3473                                                        3        
 
Third or Fourth Years  
 
BIOL 336                                                         3  
Two Biology Laboratory Selections6                  4 
Life Science selections6                                                 24         
Electives4                                                       25 
 
Fourth Year 
 
BIOL 447                                                        3 
BIOL 4495                                                       6 
 
Total Credits                                                71  
 
Credits for Degree                                     132  
 
1 Prospective honours students and students in 
honours must ensure that they take at least 30 
credits each winter session and meet Faculty of 
Science requirements. 
[link to 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm
?tree=12,215,410,408] 
 
2 STAT 200 can replace BIOL 300 with 
permission of a Biology advisor. 
 
3 Please see a Biology advisor if BIOL 347 
cannot fit your timetable or if you are a student 
entering honours in fourth year. 
 
4 Electives must be taken to ensure that all 

http://www.students.ubc.ca/calenda 
r/index.cfm?tree=12,215,410,418 
Present Calendar Entry: 
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Faculty of Science requirements are met: a) At 
least 18 credits must be from the Faculty of 
Arts, which may include arts credits used to 
satisfy the Faculty of Science Communications 
requirement [link to 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm
?tree=12,215,410,408].  b) 18 credits may be 
from any faculty but students must ensure that 
they have at least 48 upper-level credits.   
There are a number of elective credits in this 
specialization.  Even though these electives are 
assigned in each year, they may be 
redistributed; any extra credit taken in first or 
second year can be applied to later elective 
requirements.  The year level of the elective 
does not need to correspond to the year level it 
is taken. 
 
5 Potential research project supervisors will be 
drawn from the Departments of Botany or 
Zoology. 
 
6 See below for the list of accepted Biology  
 
 
Laboratory, and Life Science selections.  
 
Biology Laboratory selections 
 
BIOL 326, BIOL 337, BIOL 340 
BIOL 341, BIOL 351, BIOL 352, BIOL 360, 
BIOL 363, BIOL 404, BIOL 409, BIOL 437, 
BIOL 444, MRNE courses may be taken with 
permission of a Biology advisor. 
 
Note:  
BIOL 351 counts as either 2 credits of 
laboratory selection and 2 credits of Life 
Science selection or 4 credits of Life Science 
selection 
BIOL 352 counts as either 2 credits of 
laboratory selection and 1 credit of Life Science 
selection or 3 credits of Life Science selection 
 
 
Life Science Selections 
 
The list of Life Science selections below is 
divided into two sets: a) science courses that 
count towards the science credit requirement 
for the BSc and b) non-science courses that do 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action:  Add new Honours specialization as 
shown. 
Rationale:  The Biology Major has recently 
undergone a complete revision that increased 
flexibility for students, improved organization, and 
reduced the total number of credits required in the 
Biology Specialization to 120 credits from 127-
129 credits. Revisions to the various Honours 
Biology specializations are required to re-align 
these specializations with the revised Major.  
Overall, the revised Biology Honours offerings 
will include the following specializations: 
 

1) Honours: Biology  
2) Honours: Animal Biology  
3) Honours: Plant Biology  
4) Honours: Cell and Developmental Biology  
5) Honours: Ecology 
6) Honours: Conservation Biology 
7) Honours: Evolutionary Biology 
8) Honours: Marine Biology  

 
These specializations have been chosen to reflect 
the research and teaching strengths of the 
Departments of Botany and Zoology, and the 
interests of Biology students. 
The Honours Biology Specialization, the subject of 
this revision, will serve students who wish to 
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not count towards the science requirement for 
the BSc. Students must take a minimum of 72 
credits of science courses for their degree.  
Students must also ensure that they have at 
least 42 upper-level credits from the Faculty of 
Science courses. Note that Science students are 
only permitted to count 18 credits of courses 
from faculties other than Arts or Science 
towards the degree (i.e. APBI, CONS and FRST 
courses).  
 
Note that careful prior planning is essential 
because: 
   • Enrollment in many Life Science Selections 
is limited 
   • Some of these courses carry additional 
prerequisites. 
 
a) Life science selections that count towards the 
Faculty of Science requirement for 72 credits of 
science courses 
 
At least 18 credits of Life Science selections 
must be taken from BIOL courses, at least 9 
credits of which should be at the 400 level. 
Third year courses should be chosen carefully 
to ensure that all pre-requisites are taken.  
 
Any 3rd or 4th year course in BIOC, MICB, 
MRNE or PHYL that is open to Life Science 
majors plus 
ANAT 390, ANAT 391 
EOSC 470, EOSC 471, EOSC 474, EOSC 475, 
EOSC 476, EOSC 478 
GEOB 307, GEOB 407 
FNH 350, 351 and 451 
MATH 462 
MEDG 410, 419, 420 and 421 
PCTH 305, 325 
 
b) Life science selections that do not count 
towards the 72 credits of required science 
courses 
APBI 311, APBI 312, APBI 314, APBI 315, 
APBI 318, APBI 342, APBI 401, APBI 411, 
APBI 418, APBI 419, APBI 444 
CONS 330, CONS 440, CONS 486 
FRST 302, FRST 310,FRST 385,  
FRST 386, FRST 395, FRST 399, FRST 420, 
FRST 444, FRST 485, FRST 495 
 

customize a Biology Honours degree that does not 
quite fit within the parameters of the "named" 
Honours Biology Specializations.    Compared to 
existing Honours Specializations, this proposed 
specialization: 
 

1) Reduces the number of required credits 
from the current 138-140 credits to the 
proposed 132 credits. 

2) Maintains the current strengths of the 
specialization by continuing to provide 
students with a broad background in 
biology while allowing ample opportunity 
for specialization in the area of animal 
biology and providing excellent 
opportunities for research training 

3) Increases the flexibility of the 
specialization by providing 24 credits of 
minimally constrained specialization-
related course selections and 25 credits of 
open electives in 3rd and 4th year. 

 
The Honours Biology specialization is consistent 
with the recently revised Biology major in that it is 
structured around a core of 2nd and 3rd year 
Biology courses that are required of all students. 
These courses provide the fundamental knowledge 
required of all Biologists. This change ensures that 
all individuals who graduate from UBC with a 
degree in Biology have a core competency in 
critical areas of modern biology by eliminating 
some important coverage gaps within current 
specialization options. This revision establishes a 
clearer organizational structure for the 
specialization. The reorganization improves 
mapping of learning objectives and helps students 
develop mastery of important biological concepts.  
In addition, this clearer organizational structure 
will facilitate the progress of students through 
degree and will streamline advising. 
The Honours Biology Specialization provides a 
particularly flexible route to an honours degree in 
Biology that allows students to customize their 
education. 
 
Staging plan:  This curriculum revision is part of a 
general overhaul of offerings in the Biology Major, 
including Biology Honours Specializations and 
Combined Majors and Honours Specializations.   
Students going into third year in 2012W will be 
eligible for acceptance into the Biology honours 
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See the Biology Program Guide [link to 
http://www.biology.ubc.ca/] for advice about 
choosing appropriate Life Science and 
Laboratory selections. 
 

specialization. 
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-Honours 
Biology 
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EARTH & OCEAN SCIENCES 

Effective Date for Change:  12S 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
… 
 
Geological Sciences Specializations 
 
Earth and Ocean Sciences [link to: 
http://www.eos.ubc.ca/] offers three 
undergraduate programs in Geology: Bachelor of 
Science, Bachelor of Science with Honours, and 
Bachelor of Applied Science. For information on 
graduate degrees, see Geological Sciences [link 
to:http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cf
m?tree=12,204,828,1170#11298] . Both the 
Major and Honours specialization may be used 
by students who wish to undertake graduate 
studies or pursue a professional career in the 
geological sciences. … 
 
Students interested in environmental science may 
pursue this focus within  Geology Major or 
Honours or in a combined honours specialization 
such as Geology-Oceanography or Geology-
Chemistry. 
... 
 
Co-operative Education Option 
 
This option integrates academic study and 
supervised work experience. Enrolment is limited. 
Admissibility to Major in Geology or Honours 
Geological Sciences or Combined Honours 
Geology and another subject is prerequisite for 
admission. ... 
 
Major Geology (00073) 
 
First Year 
 
Communication Requirement1                     3 
CHEM 121, 123 (or 111, 113)                       8 
EOSC 110, 111, 1162                                      7 
MATH 100 or 102 or 1043                             3 
MATH 101 or 103 or 1054                             3 
PHYS 101, 1025                                              6 
Total Credits                                                30 
 
Second Year 

http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?t
ree=12,215,410,422 
Present Calendar Entry: 
... 
 
Geological Sciences Specializations 
 
Earth and Ocean Sciences [link to: 
http://www.eos.ubc.ca/] offers two undergraduate 
programs in Geology: Bachelor of Science with 
Honours, and Bachelor of Applied Science. For 
information on graduate degrees, see Geological 
Sciences [link 
to:http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cf
m?tree=12,204,828,1170#11298] . The Honours 
specialization is recommended for students who 
wish to undertake graduate studies or pursue a 
professional career in the geological sciences.  ... 
 
 
Students interested in environmental science may 
pursue this focus within Geology Honours or in a 
combined honours specialization such as Geology-
Oceanography or Geology-Chemistry. 
… 
 
 
Co-operative Education Option 
 
This option integrates academic study and 
supervised work experience. Enrolment is limited. 
Admissibility to Honours Geological Sciences or 
Combined Honours Geology and another subject is 
prerequisite for admission.  ... 
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Communication Requirement1                    3 
EOSC 211, 212                                              6 
EOSC 220, 221, 222                                      9 
EOSC 223                                                      3 
Electives6,7                                                     9 
Total Credits                                               30 
 
Third and Fourth Years 
Two of EOSC 320, 321, 322                         6 
EOSC 323                                                      3 
EOSC 328, 329, 330, 332                            12 
EOSC 333 or 3508                                         3 
Geology Electives9                                        6 
EOSC/ATSC/ENVR 300-level  
  or higher                                                     6 
Electives7                                                     24 
Total Credits                                              60 
 
Total credit for the degree                      120 
 
1 A total of 6 credits of coursework is required 
to meet the Communication Requirement. 
ENGL 112 is recommended. For full list of 
acceptable courses see Communication 
Requirement [link to: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cf
m?tree=12,215,410,1463#18434] 
 
2 3 credits may be deferred until second year. 
The requirement for these courses may be 
waived if a student has completed upper-level 
courses in each of the solid and fluid earth 
sciences. 
 
3 MATH 180 or 184 or 120 may substitute for 
any of the specified differential calculus courses 
listed by decreasing the electives by 1 credit. 
MATH 110 may substitute for any of the 
specified differential calculus courses listed by 
decreasing the electives by 3 credits.  
 
4 MATH 121 may substitute for any of the 
specified integral calculus courses listed by 
decreasing the electives by 1 credit.  
 
5 Students without credit for Physics 12 will be 
required to take PHYS 100 prior to PHYS 101. 
PHYS 100 will count as an elective. Qualified 
students are encouraged to substitute PHYS 
107, 108, 109 by decreasing the electives by 1 
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credit. Students may delay taking PHYS 
108/109 or 102 to second year. 
 
6Students without Biology 11 or 12 must take 3 
credits of 100-level BIOL. 
 
7The computation requirements of the Faculty 
of Science are satisfied by the combination of 
courses in the combined major. However, the 
electives must be selected to ensure that the 
following Faculty of Science requirements are 
met: a) at least 18 credits must be from the 
Faculty of Arts, including ENGL credits used to 
satisfy the Faculty of Science Communication 
Requirement;  b) an additional 9 credits must 
be in Arts or Science electives outside the field 
of the major [link to: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cf
m?tree=12,215,410,1464#18445] to satisfy the 
Breadth Requirement [link to: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cf
m?tree=12,215,410,1464#18444] and c) at least 
48 upper-level credits including specialization 
requirements. 
 
8 Students may substitute EOSC 250, but EOSC 
350 is recommended. 
 
9 Additional EOSC courses numbered 320-339 
or 420-439. 
 
Specialization Objectives: 
 
Mastery of the curriculum will  provide a 
thorough background in a wide range of 
geological sciences: 
1. that students may use towards registration as 
a Geologist in Training (GIT) for Professional 
Geoscientist (PGeo) status with the Association 
of Professional Geoscientists of British 
Columbia (APEGBC). 
2. that will qualify students for graduate school 
in geological sciences 
 
Learning Goals: 
 
Students completing this specialization will be 
able to: 
1. integrate concepts related to the unifying 
theory of geosciences (plate tectonics) across 
multiple sub-disciplines within geological 
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sciences and the wider Earth sciences 
2. identify rocks, minerals, fossils and geological 
structures in the field and in the laboratory 
3. demonstrate an ability to systematically map 
various geological features in the field 
4. demonstrate an understanding of the varying 
time scales over which geological processes 
occur and how those time scales are calibrated 
5. use numerical problem solving (using 
computer programming and data manipulation 
skills) both with models and with real geological 
data 
6. conduct independent study on a topic of their 
choosing 
7. write reports and communicate through oral 
presentations 
8. demonstrate an understanding of 
professional ethics and practice in academia 
and industry from a geological sciences 
perspective. 
 
Honours Specializations 
 
… 
 
Honours (0462): Geological Sciences 
 
... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honours Specializations 
 
… 
 
Honours (0462): Geological Sciences 
 
... 
 
Action:  Add new program before the Honours 
specialization. 
Rationale:  The Department of Earth and Ocean 
Sciences proposes to reinstate a geology major 
degree program at UBC. Major geology degrees 
were awarded at UBC until 1996, when the old 
departments of geology, geophysics and 
oceanography merged to form the department of 
Earth and Ocean Sciences (EOS). At that time, 
EOS elected to offer a single EOSC Major degree, 
rather than degrees in specific disciplines, to unify 
the department and simplify our degree offerings. 
The geology major program would be targeted at 
students wishing to pursue postgraduate degrees in 
geological sciences, or relevant careers in industry 
or government. In particular, the reinstatement of 
the geology major program helps satisfy the 
continued demand from Canada’s mineral and oil 
exploration industries for well-educated and 
appropriately trained geologists. Currently, many 
of our students who cannot qualify for honours 
degrees follow our honours curriculum (except for 
the thesis course), in their EOSC major degrees, 
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and seek employment as geologists. In essence, 
these students have been completing our proposed 
major geology degree program. The majority of 
these students have gone on to careers in industry 
but it would be easier for them to get recognition if 
the degree indicated that they were trained in 
Geology. 
 
Supporting Documents:  SCI-11-1-Major 
Geology. 
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