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UBC a place of mind Provost and Vice President Academic
W THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA Walter C. Koerner Library

1958 Main Malf

Vancouver, BC Canada V6T 122

Phone: 604-822-4948
Fax: 604-822-3134

November 22, 2011

To:  Senate
c/o Christopher Eaton, Associate Registrar & Director, Senate & Curriculum Services

From: David H. Farrar e Y=
Provost and Vice President Academic

Re: Change of Name from the Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences to the
Department of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences

Recommendation:
I recommend that Senate approve the change of name from the Department of Earth and Ocean
Sciences to the Department of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences, effective 1 April 2012.

Rationale:

The main rationale for the name change is that that name more accurately describes the breadth
of interdisciplinary teaching and research within the Department, and highlights the complex
connections between our planet’s solid, liquid, and gaseous “spheres”.

The proposed addition of “Atmospheric” to the Department name is made with the full support
of the Department of Geography with whom the Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences
partners to deliver the Atmospheric Sciences specialization.

The proposed name change was presented, discussed, and unanimously approved at the
November 1, 2011 meeting of the Faculty of Science. Enclosed is a summary of information
submitted for consideration at that meeting.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Faculty of Science
6270 University Boulevard
Vancouver, BC Canada V6T 124

Tel: (604) 822-3336
Fax: (604) 822-5558

Office of the Dean
To:  David Farrar, Vice President Academic and Provost
From: Simon Peacock, Dean, Faculty of Science
Date: November 3, 2011
Re:  Department name change (Dept. of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences)

Dear Dave,

I am pleased to present you with a formal request to change the name of UBC’s
Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences to the Department of Earth, Ocean and
Atmospheric Sciences.

As described in the attached memo from Department Head Greg Dipple, the proposed
Department name more accurately describes the breadth of interdisciplinary teaching and
research within the Department, and highlights the complex connections between our planet’s
solid, liquid, and gaseous “spheres”. The proposed addition of “Atmospheric” to the Department
name is made with the full support of the Department of Geography (see attached letter from
Head, David Lay) with whom the Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences partners to deliver
the Atmospheric Sciences specialization.

The proposed name change was presented, discussed, and unanimously approved at the
November 1, 2011 meeting of the Faculty of Science. I fully support the proposed Department
name change. I understand that the next step is to seek UBC Senate approval for the name
change and I ask for your help in submitting this request to Senate. As Dean and as a
geoscientist, I would be delighted to speak to Senate regarding the proposed name change.
Thank you very much for your help.

Sincerely,

Simon Peacock
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Tue UNivERsiTYy OF BrRiTisH CoLuMBIA

Departmeni of Earth and Ocean Sciences
6339 Stores Road

Vancouver, B.CC., Canada VGT 124

T (604) 822-4107

F (604) 822-901 4

head@eos.ube.ca

To: Prof. Simon Peacock
Dean, Faculty of Science

From: Greg Dipple Z ~Zrt 6} e

Head, Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences
Date: October 21,2011

Re: Department name change

Dean Peacock,

The Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences was formed in April 1996 by members of the former
departments of Geological Sciences, Geophysics and Astronomy, and Oceanography. At that time,
“earth and oceans™ encompassed the scholarship of the department. In 1999, three Atmospheric
Science faculty joined Earth and Ocean Sciences from the Department of Geography. Since that
time there have been numerous formal and informal attempts to identify a moniker that captures the
breadth and interdisciplinary nature of our research and teaching. At our annual retreat last April,
the department voted overwhelmingly to change our name to the Department of Earth, Ocean and
Atmospheric Sciences. We propose that the change become effective on the 16th anniversary of the
formation of the department on April 1,2012.

Research and teaching in Earth and Ocean Sciences span the history of the Earth and the evolution
of its structure from core to stratosphere. We teach seven undergraduate specializations
(Atmospheric Science, Earth and Ocean Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Geological
Engineering, Geological Sciences, Geophysics, and Oceanography) and five graduate
specializations (Atmospheric Science, Geological Engineering, Geological Sciences, Geophysics,
and Oceanography). At the undergraduate level, the Earth and Ocean Sciences and Environmental
Sciences specializations represent the interdisciplinary aspects of our scholarship while the other
specializations are designed around traditional disciplines, many of which have distinct professional
career opportunities. The Atmospheric Science specialization is delivered in partnership with the
Department of Geography as described in the Vancouver Academic Calendar.

In choosing the new department name, we have intentionally focused on the domains in which we
operate rather than on the disciplinary foundations of our work. By listing the three
“spheres” (geo-, ocean-, atmosphere), we assert the interconnectedness of these domains and the
interdisciplinary nature of teaching and research in the department.
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Research and teaching in Atmospheric Science on the UBC Vancouver campus is centred in the
Departments of Earth and Ocean Science and Geography. Through the Head, David Ley, I have
consulted with Geography and they support this proposal. To my knowledge, the proposed name
change would not impact teaching and research of any other academic unit on the Vancouver
campus.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Department of Geography
#217 - 1984 West Mall
Vancouver, BC Canada V6T 1Z2

Tel: 604-822-2663

Prof. Greg Dipple, Fax: 604-822-6150
Head, Dept. of Earth and Ocean Sciences e geagiibo.ca
UBC

14/12/2011

Dear Dr. Dipple:

I have canvassed colleagues and | am happy to report that there is full support in
Geography for your proposed name change to the Department of Earth, Ocean and
Atmospheric Sciences.

I would add this friendly addition from a colleague: "I would like the Department of
Geography to ensure that in the future we continue to co-sponsor the Atmospheric
Science Program with EOS as an equal partner with an equal voice (and also ensure
that Graduate Students enrolled in ATSC should also ‘count’ against our Department
in the University administration if it comes to distributing TAs, funding etc.). [We]
have supervised a third to half of all new ATSC graduate students in the last 5 years
(4-5 in total).”

What you hear from us, then, is full endorsement for your proposed name change
and also a recommendation that the successful co-operative arrangement between
our units in running the Atmospheric Science program not only continue but that
our equal roles be acknowledged explicitly in official documents and advertising in
both departments.

Yours sincerely,

‘Qma{\«j/

David Ley
Professor and Head



