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8 May 2012 
 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Tributes Committee 
 
Re: Memorial Minute 
 
 
The Tributes Committee has prepared a memorial minute for the following individual:  
 

Dr. W. Robert Morford 

 

 

Motion:  That Senate approve the Memorial Minute for Dr. W. Robert 

Morford, that it be entered into the Minutes of Senate, and that a 

copy be sent to the family of the deceased.  

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. Sally Thorne, Chair 
Senate Tributes Committee 
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Dr. W. Robert Morford 

Dr. W. Robert (Bob) Morford was born in Malaya, into a military family. After serving 
for four years in the Royal Military Police, including three years in the Malayan Police 
Jungle Companies, Bob immigrated to Canada. He attended UBC, where he graduated at 
the top of the Physical Education class of 1956, and won four Big Block Awards for 
rugby. Bob went on to complete a Master of Arts degree in Physical Education at UBC, 
followed by a Doctor of Education in Education Psychology at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 

Bob served as Professor and Chair of the Department of Health and Physical Education at 
California State University, Hayward from 1965-1971 and Professor and Director of the 
School of Physical Education and Health Education at the University of Washington from 
1971-1978, before returning to UBC in 1978 as Professor and Director of the School of 
Physical Education and Recreation (now Kinesiology). Bob’s vision was to advance the 
research profile of the School based on a multi-disciplinary approach to the study and 
practice of physical education.  He was a leading advocate for the academic field of 
kinesiology, and was instrumental in the development of the Allan McGavin Sports 
Medicine Centre and the recruitment of sport and exercise medicine faculty and 
researchers at UBC. 

In addition to his many other contributions to UBC, from 1981 to 1984, Bob served on 
the Senate as a Representative of Joint Faculties.  

Bob left UBC in 1995, and found himself back in the place of his birth. After serving for 
nine years as a senior consultant to the National Sports Institute of Malaysia, he retired to 
Chapala, Mexico. 
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