
The University of British Columbia 
Senate Academic Building Needs Committee 

 
Annual Report to Senate (Information) 

September 2011 – May 2012 
 

Members:  Ken Baimbridge (Medicine), Thomas Brennan (Student Member), Imran Habib 
(Student Member), Stanley Knight (Convocation), Stephanie Oldford (Secretary), 
Nancy Perry (Education), Andrew Risemann (Land & Food Systems), Lance 
Rucker (Dentistry), Aaron Sihota (Student Member), Paul Smith (Vice-Provost 
and AVP, Academic Facilities and Enrolment), Bob Sparks (Joint Faculties, 
Chair), Mark Vessey (Arts) 

 
Committee work plan for 2011-12  
 
The Committee agreed to the following the priorities: 
 
1. To participate actively on the Property and Planning Advisory Committee (PPAC) 
2. To engage in consultations and assist with policy development in four targeted areas relating 

to the Vancouver campus: 
a. Learning spaces, specifically classroom maintenance and upgrades, and developments 

following the loss of the majority of the Annual Capital Allowance funding from the 
province; 

b. Promoting better communication among university committees involved in capital 
and infrastructure development; 

c. Liaising with the Vancouver Sub-Committee of the Council of Senates Budget 
Committee and establishing a schedule of joint meetings; and, 

d. Reviewing the Committee’s Terms of Reference going forward. 
3. To address issues such as those of heritage policy, accessibility, and academic green space, in 

the next two years of the Triennium. 
 
Activities in 2011-12 
In addition to hosting 7 Committee meetings, 5 with consultations, the Chair of the Committee 
has met with Pierre Ouillet, Vice-President, Finance, Resource and Operations on December 2, 
2011 regarding the budget and funding for classroom maintenance and upgrades, and with the 
John Metras, Managing Director, Infrastructure Development on April 4, 2012 regarding the 
Aquatic Centre and Gage South and environs development plan. 
 
SABNC members also participated in 4 PPAC meetings and reviewed 5 presentations, 4 that led 
to recommendations for capital projects, and one for information. 
 
Senate Academic Building Needs Committee (SABNC) Meetings 

• 17 Oct 2011, Introduction of new members; SABNC TOR & relationship with PPAC 
• 21 Nov 2011, Presentation and dialogue with Justin Marples, Director, Classroom 

Services  
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• 15 Dec 2011, Discussion of dialogue with Justin Marples, Chair’s report on discussion 
with Vice-President, Finance, Resource and Operations 

• 26 Jan 2012, Dialogue with Andrew Irvine (Past Chair, Board of Governors Property and 
Planning Committee) 

• 16 Feb 2012, Consultation with Catherine Alkenbrack and Peter Jia of Infrastructure 
Development concerning classroom facilities and the University classroom use audit.  

• 15 Mar 2012, Report of response to joint memorandum sent to central administration on 
behalf of the SABNC and the Vancouver Sub-committee of the Council of Senates 
Budget Committee requesting information regarding funding for classroom upgrades. 

• 26 April 2012, Report from the Registrar;  Presentation, Capital Plan, John Metras, 
Managing Director of Infrastructure Development; Chair of Vancouver Sub-committee of 
the Council of Senates Budget Committee, guest 

 
Property and Planning Advisory Committee (PPAC) Meetings 
 
Recommendation: (Presenters) 

• 21 Feb 2012, Skateboard Park, (Adam Cooper, Transportation Planner, Transportation 
Planning); BC Integrated Research Library - BC IRL , (Ingrid Parent, University 
Librarian & John Metras, Managing Director, Infrastructure Development) 

• 20 Mar 2012, UBC Vancouver Bookstore Renovation and Expansion, (Debbie Harvie, 
Managing Director, University Community Services) 

• 17 Apr 2012, UBC Aquatic Centre, (John Metras, Managing Director Infrastructure 
Development) 

 
Information: (Presenters) 

• 17 Jan 2012, UBC Dairy Centre Researcher Housing Project, (Jim Thompson, Director, 
UBC Dairy Education & Research Centre, Faculty of Land and Food Systems) 

 
 
Comments: 

• The Committee Chair will wrap up this Senate year by establishing an annual meeting 
agenda, in consultation with the Chair of the Vancouver Sub-committee of the Council of 
Senates Budget Committee, establishing joint meetings on matters of common interest, 
with the aim of both Committees providing more meaningful input in the development 
and planning of capital and infrastructure projects involving academic buildings. 
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