
 

5 April 2013 
 
To: Vancouver Senate 
 
From: Senate Curriculum & Admissions Committees 
 

 Re: New Dual Degrees Option for the Master of Public Health and Master of 
 Science in Nursing 
 

 
 
The Senate Curriculum and Admissions Committees have reviewed the material 
forwarded to them by the Faculty of Graduate Studies (Faculties of Medicine and 
Applied Science) and are pleased to recommend the following: 
 
“That Senate approve the new dual degrees option for the Master of Public Health and 
Master of Science in Nursing.”  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Dr. Robert Sparks, Chair, Senate Admissions Committee 
Dr. Peter Marshall, Chair, Senate Curriculum Committee 
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DUAL DEGREES OPTION: MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH // MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

 
1. Overview of the Offering Unit’s History. Mission, and Goals 

The University of British Columbia School of Nursing was the first nursing degree program 
in Canada. Today, the School of Nursing provides leadership and innovation in integrated 
nursing education, research, knowledge exchange and practice to advance individual, family, 
community, and population health. The UBC School of Population and Public Health 
(SPPH), was approved by Senate in the spring of 2008. The School focuses on training the 
next generation of researchers and practitioners to generate new knowledge and to rapidly 
translate it into action to improve and sustain the health of the population. SPPH draws 
faculty and participation from seven different faculties and two colleges. The School focuses 
on seven broad theme areas with the aim of translating findings on biological, psychological, 
social, occupational, and environmental factors that influence health into improved health 
and quality of life for all: 

• Epidemiology & Biostatistics  
• Global & Indigenous Health  

• Health Care Services & Systems  

• Maternal-Child Health  

• Occupational & Environmental Health  

• Public Health, Emerging Threats, Rapid Response  

• Social & Life Course Determinants of Health 
The School’s mission is to create, share and apply knowledge to protect and improve well-
being and to promote equity in the health of people and communities at home and around the 
world. It’s goal is to provide a vibrant interdisciplinary academic environment at a critical 
time in the development of public health in Canada. The dual MPH/MSN degree program 
requirements consist of completion of a minimum of 60 course requirements; a minimum of 
30 from the School of Population and Public Health and 30 from the School of Nursing.  
 

2. Proposed Credential to be Awarded 
MSN and MPH Degrees (Dual Degrees) 
 

3. Location 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver Campus 
 

4. Faculties Offering the Proposed New Degree Program 
Faculty of Applied Science (Nursing) and Faculty of Medicine (School of Population and 
Public Health) 
 

5. Anticipated Program Start Date 
September, 2013 
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6. Description of the Program 
i. Aims, Goals and or Objectives 

Nurses constitute the largest group of professionals in the public health work force. The 
MPH degree is currently the most widely recognized professional credential for 
leadership in public health. The MSN provides advanced practice, nursing management, 
and research skills for supporting public health nurse leaders, and evaluating public 
health nursing practice.  The MPH/MSN dual degrees program option will produce 
advanced practice public health nurses who have integrated knowledge and training in 
epidemiology, biostatistics, health service management, population-focused nursing 
interventions, policy development, research, and leadership skills and are capable of 
applying them to a diverse range of public health issues in interdisciplinary 
environments. Students in the MPH/MSN program will have access to a variety of 
courses in either School that address core competencies as defined by the Public Health 
Agency of Canada.  The research and applied elements of the program—a thesis in 
Nursing and a practicum in the MPH program - will enable graduates to be well prepared 
for admission to doctoral programs. The dual degrees program option  requires 
completion of 60 credits, a reduction of 15 credits and one-two terms of study compared 
to when the degrees are taken separately. 

 
ii. Anticipated Contribution to the Mandate and Strategic Plan of the Institution 

The University’s core commitments are to student learning, research excellence and 
community engagement. The University supports scholarly pursuits that contribute to 
knowledge and understanding within and across disciplines, and seeks every opportunity 
to share them broadly. This dual degrees program option will permit nurses to study with 
an interdisciplinary cohort of students among whom are a variety of public health 
professionals.  They will also have access to a variety of courses that are currently not 
offered in the School of Nursing, including rural and remote health, knowledge 
translation, higher level statistics and epidemiology courses and program planning and 
evaluation. UBC also engages in research and generates curricula across the University 
that respect, reflect, and include Aboriginal cultures, histories, and systems of knowledge. 
Nurses enrolling in the MPH/MSN program will be able to take a course in Aboriginal 
public health, taught for the most part by Aboriginal leaders, clinicians, and public health 
professionals.  
 

iii. Linkages Between the Learning Outcomes and the Curriculum Design  
Learning includes required and elective courses, a practicum and a thesis.  The thesis will 
focus on the development of research skills.  A twelve-week practicum will provide 
students with supervised field experience in community health agencies in order to 
integrate course work and further the development of skills in community health practice. 
 

iv. Delivery Methods 
Courses will be on campus, scheduled on a Monday to Friday timetable. In addition to 
this traditional format, the MPH component of the program offers courses that are 
completed in distributed learning format, consisting of 3 full days, one day per month. An 
additional 15 hours of curriculum is online for each course. Full day classes will be 
scheduled Thursday, Friday, Saturday or Sunday. Courses will be scheduled so that a full 
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course load (four classes) can take place over 3 extended weekends (Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun) 
in a term. This format allows nurses to continue working while completing courses 
offered in this format.  
 

v. Program Strengths 
The MPH curriculum provides nurses with a wide variety of courses that are highly 
relevant to nursing, particularly those interested in public health.  It offers a practicum in 
which nurses will apply theory, knowledge and skills learned in the classroom into a real 
life work setting.  In addition, nurses will complete a thesis through the MSN program to 
develop their research skills, and prepare them for a PhD, should they choose to obtain 
one. The MPH program currently has only one Faculty member who is a nurse and the 
partnership with the School of Nursing will allow MPH trainees who are nurses to enrich 
their professional network and better target potential employment opportunities post-
graduation.   
 

vi. Admission and Transfer   
Students wishing to pursue the dual MPH/MSN degrees program must meet the 
admission requirements for and be accepted by both the MPH and MSN programs. 
Students already admitted to one or the other program may apply to the dual program 
during their first year of enrollment.  Students wishing to transfer to the program from 
another UBC program must meet admission requirements and be accepted by both the 
MPH and MSN programs.   
 
The MPH/ MSN will be conferred at the completion of the combined program after all 
requirements for both degrees have been met.  Students who choose to receive either the 
MPH or the MSN prior to completion of the dual program may apply for one of the 
degrees provided all requirements for that degree have been satisfied.  Students selecting 
this option must simultaneously withdraw from the dual program. 
 

vii. Related programs.   
There are no other related programs at UBC.   
 

7. Contact: Dr. Patricia Janssen, MPH Program Director. (604) 875-2424, 5415.  
Patti.janssen@ubc.ca.  

 
8. Resources 

Since the curriculum offered in the dual degrees program option is already offered in the MPH 
or MSN program, there will be no additional resources required for budget, space or library.  
It is anticipated that there will be 2-3 enrollees per year. 
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UBC Curriculum Proposal Form 
Change to Course or Program 

Category: 1 
Faculty: Medicine 
Department: School of Population and 
Public Health 
Faculty Approval Date: July 20, 2012 
Effective Session: 2013W 

Date:  
Contact Person: Dr. Patricia Janssen 
Phone: (604) 875-2424, local 5415 
Email: pjanssen@interchange.ubc.ca 

 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry:   
…course requirements and the practicum. 
For additional information on program 
requirements, please visit the Program's 
website. 
 
Dual Degree: Master of Public Health // 
Master of Science in Nursing  
 
This program permits students to obtain 
a dual MPH (Master of Public Health) - 
MSN (Nursing) degree.  Students may 
apply to the School of Population and 
Public Health and the School of Nursing 
to pursue an enriched curriculum in 
public health and nursing studies. 
 
Admission Requirements 
 
……….. 
 
Admission Requirements 
 
Students wishing to pursue the dual 
MPH/MSN degrees program must meet 
the admission requirements for and be 
accepted by both the MPH and MSN 
programs. 
 
Students already admitted to one or the 
other program may apply to the dual 
degrees program option during their 
first year of enrollment.  Students 
wishing to transfer to the program from 
another UBC program must meet 

URL: New entry immediately following 
Faculty of Graduate Studies > Degree 
Programs > Population and Public Health 
entry on “Master of Public Health” and 
immediately preceding “Contact 
Information”. 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/ind
ex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1420 
  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
…course requirements and the practicum. 
For additional information on program 
requirements, please visit the Program's 
website. 

Contact Information 

MPH 
Kim Mantle, Graduate Educational 
Manager 
School of Population and Public Health 
Type of Action: 
New Program 
 
Rationale:   
Nurses constitute the largest group of 
professionals in the public health work 
force.  The MPH/MSN joint degree 
program will produce advanced practice 
public health nurses who have integrated 
knowledge and training in epidemiology, 
biostatistics, health service management, 
population-focused nursing interventions, 
policy development, research, and 
leadership skills and are capable of 
applying them to a diverse range of public 
health issues in interdisciplinary 
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admission requirements and be accepted 
by both the MPH and MSN programs. 
 
Program Requirements 
 
The two master’s degrees, MPH and 
MSN, are awarded on the completion of 
60 credits of work approved by the 
Directors. Students must complete the 
following: A total of 60 credits.  Of 
these, at least 30 must be SPPH and 30 
must be NURS, including a 6 credit 
practicum and 6 credit thesis.   
 
The MPH and MSN will be conferred at 
the completion of the dual program 
after all requirements for both degrees 
have been met.  Students who choose to 
receive either the MPH or the MSN 
prior to completion of the dual degrees 
program option may apply for one of 
the degrees provided all requirements 
for that degree have been satisfied.  
Students selecting this option must 
withdraw from the dual degrees 
program option.  
 
Contact Information 
MPH 
Kim Mantle, Graduate Educational 
Manager 
School of Population and Public Health… 

 

environments. The MPH degree is 
currently the most widely recognized 
professional credential for leadership in 
public health, while the MSN provides 
advanced practice, nursing management, 
and research skills for supporting public 
health nurse leaders, and evaluating public 
health nursing practice.  In addition, nurses 
in the MPH/MSN program will have 
access to a variety of courses in either 
School that address core competencies as 
defined by the Public Health Agency of 
Canada.  
 
 
The research and applied elements of the 
program—a thesis in Nursing and a 
practicum in the MPH program - will 
enable graduates to be well prepared for 
admission to doctoral programs if they so 
desire. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
…major essay (3 credits) or a thesis (6 
credits). 
 
Dual Degree: Master of Public Health // 
Master of Science in Nursing  

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1205 
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
…major essay (3 credits) or a thesis (6 
credits). 
 
Master of Nursing 
 
The M.N. degree is designed to prepare 
graduates… 
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This program permits students to obtain 
a dual MPH (Master of Public Health) - 
MSN (Master of Science in Nursing) 
degree.  Students may apply to the 
School of Population and Public Health 
and the School of Nursing to pursue an 
enriched curriculum in public health 
and nursing studies. See Population and 
Public Health <link to new entry on  
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1420> for 
more information. 
 
Master of Nursing 
 
The M.N. degree is designed to prepare 
graduates… 
 

Type of Action: 
Create entry to provide overview of Dual 
MPH/MSN degree in the Graduate Studies 
> Degree Programs > Nursing Calendar 
Statement.  
 
Rationale: 
Overview and Link will help students find 
the appropriate information from the 
Nursing page without excessive 
duplication of Calendar entries.  

 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
Dual Programs 
 
Archival Studies 
See Master of Archival Studies with 
Master of Library and Information Studies 
(M.A.S./M.L.I.S.). 
 
Asia Pacific Policy Studies 
See Master of Arts in Asia Pacific Policy 
Studies for the: 
 
• M.A.A.P.P.S. degree and the Juris 

Doctor (M.A.A.P.P.S./J.D.) 
• M.A.A.P.P.S. degree and the Master of 

Business Administration 
(M.A.A.P.P.S./M.B.A.) 

• M.A.A.P.P.S. degree and the Master of 
Planning (M.A.A.P.P.S./M.A.P.) 

 
Juris Doctor 
See Dual M.B.A./J.D. for Master of 
Business Administration with Juris Doctor. 
 
Library and Information Studies 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,204,903,0  
 
Present Calendar Entry: 
Dual Programs 
 
Archival Studies 
See Master of Archival Studies with 
Master of Library and Information Studies 
(M.A.S./M.L.I.S.). 
 
Asia Pacific Policy Studies 
See Master of Arts in Asia Pacific Policy 
Studies for the: 
 
• M.A.A.P.P.S. degree and the Juris 

Doctor (M.A.A.P.P.S./J.D.) 
• M.A.A.P.P.S. degree and the Master of 

Business Administration 
(M.A.A.P.P.S./M.B.A.) 

• M.A.A.P.P.S. degree and the Master of 
Planning (M.A.A.P.P.S./M.A.P.) 

 
Juris Doctor 
See Dual M.B.A./J.D. for Master of 
Business Administration with Juris Doctor. 
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See Master of Archival Studies with 
Master of Library and Information Studies 
(M.A.S./M.L.I.S.). 
 
Medicine 
See M.D./Ph.D. (Combined Program) for 
the Doctor of Medicine with Doctor of 
Philosophy. 
 
Nursing 
See Population and Public Health <link 
to new entry on 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1420> for the 
Master of Public Health/Master of 
Science in Nursing. 
 
Planning 
See Master of Arts in Asia Pacific Policy 
Studies for the M.A.A.P.P.S. with Master 
of Planning (M.A.A.P.P.S./M.A.P.). 
 
Population and Public Health 
See Population and Public Health <link 
to new entry on 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1420> for the 
Master of Public Health/Master of 
Science in Nursing. 
 

Library and Information Studies 
See Master of Archival Studies with 
Master of Library and Information Studies 
(M.A.S./M.L.I.S.). 
 
Medicine 
See M.D./Ph.D. (Combined Program) for 
the Doctor of Medicine with Doctor of 
Philosophy. 
 
Planning 
See Master of Arts in Asia Pacific Policy 
Studies for the M.A.A.P.P.S. with Master 
of Planning (M.A.A.P.P.S./M.A.P.). 
 
 
Type of Action:  
Link to new dual degrees program option 
from Faculty of Graduate Studies > Dual 
Degrees Calendar page.  
 
Rationale: 
Link will allow students to easily find 
MPH/MSN Calendar entry.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Present Calendar Entry:  
School of Nursing > Introduction 
 
A School within the Faculty of Applied 
Science 
 
Director's Office 
C. Varcoe, Acting Director 
T201-2211 Wesbrook Mall 

URL 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,211,385,0 
 
Present Calendar Entry:  
School of Nursing > Introduction 
 
A School within the Faculty of Applied 
Science 
 
Director's Office 
C. Varcoe, Acting Director 
T201-2211 Wesbrook Mall 
Vancouver, BC V6T 2B5 
Telephone: 604.822.7417 
Fax: 604.822.7466 
Nursing Website 
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Vancouver, BC V6T 2B5 
Telephone: 604.822.7417 
Fax: 604.822.7466 
Nursing Website 
 
The School of Nursing offers 
baccalaureate, master's, and doctoral 
programs. Students with advanced 
standing can complete the baccalaureate 
program leading to a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing in five consecutive terms of 
300- and 400-level upper-division courses. 
Baccalaureate graduates are offered a 
program leading to a Master of Science in 
Nursing or a Master of Nursing (Nurse 
Practitioner). Master's graduates can take a 
program leading to the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy in Nursing. For details of these 
graduate programs, see <Nursing> in the 
Graduate Studies section. 
 
The School of Nursing and the School of 
Population and Public Health 
collaborate to offer the dual degrees 
program option Master of Public 
Health/ Master of Science in Nursing. 
For details on the dual degrees program 
option, see < link to new entry on 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1420> in the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies section. 
 
The mission of the School, as a leading 
provincial, national, and international 
centre for nursing education, research, and 
practice scholarship, is to prepare 
outstanding nurses who are committed to 
excellence and innovation. Through its 
extensive programs of research, the School 
of Nursing also strives to develop and 
transmit knowledge regarding nursing 
practice and the human experience of 
health, illness, and healing. 
 

 
The School of Nursing offers 
baccalaureate, master's, and doctoral 
programs. Students with advanced 
standing can complete the baccalaureate 
program leading to a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing in five consecutive terms of 
300- and 400-level upper-division courses. 
Baccalaureate graduates are offered a 
program leading to a Master of Science in 
Nursing or a Master of Nursing (Nurse 
Practitioner). Master's graduates can take a 
program leading to the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy in Nursing. For details of these 
graduate programs, see <Nursing> in the 
Graduate Studies section. 
 
The mission of the School, as a leading 
provincial, national, and international 
centre for nursing education, research, and 
practice scholarship, is to prepare 
outstanding nurses who are committed to 
excellence and innovation. Through its 
extensive programs of research, the School 
of Nursing also strives to develop and 
transmit knowledge regarding nursing 
practice and the human experience of 
health, illness, and healing. 
 
Type of Action: Add reference to 
MPH/MSN Dual Degree to School of 
Nursing Calendar entry.  
 
Rationale: 
Overview and Link will help students find 
the appropriate information from the 
Nursing Calendar section without 
excessive duplication of Calendar entries. 
 
 

 
 
 

URL: 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,291,894,0 
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Proposed Calendar Entry: 
School of Population and Public Health > 
Master of Public Health 
 
Please see the M.P.H Program in 
Population and Public Health. 
 
For the dual M.P.H. and Master of 
Science in Nursing, see <Dual Degree: 
Master of Public Health // Master of 
Science in Nursing 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/i
ndex.cfm?tree=12,204,828,1420> 

 
Present Calendar Entry: 
School of Population and Public Health > 
Master of Public Health 
 
Please see the M.P.H Program in 
Population and Public Health. 
 
 
Type of Action: provide link to dual 
degree from SPPH > MPH Calendar 
section.  
 
Rationale: 
Link will help students find the appropriate 
information from the School of Population 
and Public Health Calendar section 
without excessive duplication of Calendar 
entries. 
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