
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 April 2013 

 

 

To: Vancouver Senate 

 

From: Tributes Committee 

 

Re: Memorial Minute 

 

 

 

The Tributes Committee has prepared a memorial minute for the following individual:  

 

Dr. Michael Shaw 

Motion:  That Senate approve the Memorial Minute for Dr. Michael Shaw, 

that it be entered into the Minutes of Senate, and that a copy be sent 

to the family of the deceased.  

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dr. Sally Thorne, Chair 

Senate Tributes Committee 
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Dr. Michael Shaw 

Michael Shaw was born in the West Indies and came to Canada in 1943. He received a 

Bachelor of Science (Honours Botany) from McGill University in 1946 and Master of 

Science and Doctor of Philosophy degrees in Botany and Plant Pathology from 

Macdonald College of McGill in 1947 and 1949, respectively. Following a period as a 

National Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow in Cambridge, England, Dr. Shaw joined 

the Department of Biology at the University of Saskatchewan as an Assistant Professor in 

1950 and became Professor and Head of the Department in 1961. An active scientist, Dr. 

Shaw conducted research on the physiology and biochemistry of the host-parasite 

relations of rust fungi on wheat and flax. The severe epidemic of wheat rust in the 

prairies in the 1950’s had prompted Dr Shaw to undertake research on this important 

disease. 

In 1967 Dr. Shaw came to UBC as Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture and served as Dean 

until his appointment as Vice-President, Academic in 1975. During his deanship the 

Faculty name was changed to the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences and the Faculty 

experienced considerable growth and development. His philosophy was that faculties of 

agriculture should continue to expand because of the vital importance the discipline in the 

area of food production. His early concern about agriculture as an ecosystem led to the 

agro-ecosystem approach forming a frame-work for the curricula in the Faculty. In 

addition to his UBC activities he was active in national scientific and academic 

associations. He initiated the formation of the Association of Faculties of Agriculture in 

Canada and was President of this group in from 1974 to 1975. 

During his career, he achieved international recognition as a plant pathologist, making 

pioneering contributions to research on the physiology and biochemistry of host-parasite 

relationships. As both dean and vice-president, Dr. Shaw brought vision and commitment 

to his years of academic service. He encouraged the creation of many new programs and 

he supported funds for university programs in the interior and the north of BC that 

enhanced access for students from the entire province. His leadership and administration 

were grounded in the highest academic standards and what was best for UBC students 

and for the province. 

Dr Shaw retired in 1989 after a distinguished association of 22 years with UBC and was 

named University Professor and Dean Emeritus. In recognition of his service to the 

University and to agricultural science a scholarship fund was established in his name. In 

retirement he maintained an active interest in agricultural research and in academic 

affairs. 

Dr Shaw received several prestigious honours and distinctions. Particularly noteworthy 

were his election to the Royal Society of Canada in 1962, the honorary Doctor of Science 

from his alma mater, McGill University (1975) and the Royal Society of Canada's 

Flavelle Medal, their highest award for research achievements in the biological sciences 

(1976). For his substantial international impact in the world of plant sciences and his 

contribution to the University, Dr. Shaw was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science by 

UBC in 2003. 

The Senate sends its condolences to Dr. Shaw’s family and friends. 
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