
 

 

 

 

 

 

5 April 2013 

 

 

To: Vancouver Senate 

 

From: Tributes Committee 

 

Re: Memorial Minute 

 

 

The Tributes Committee has prepared a memorial minute for the following individual:  

 

Dr. Leonhard Martin Wedepohl 

 

Motion:  That Senate approve the Memorial Minute for Dr. Leonhard Martin 

Wedepohl, that it be entered into the Minutes of Senate, and that a 

copy be sent to the family of the deceased.  

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dr. Sally Thorne, Chair 

Senate Tributes Committee 
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Dr. L. Martin Wedepohl 

 Martin Wedepohl was born in Pretoria, South Africa in 1933. He matriculated from Grey 

College, Bloemfontein, South Africa in 1949. In 1953 he graduated with a Bachelor of 

Science (Engineering) cum laude from the University of the Witwatersrand in 

Johannesburg.  

He joined the British General Electric Company (GEC) in 1954 as a graduate apprentice 

and from1954 to 1957 was with A. Reyrolle and Company as a research engineer. During 

this time he developed the world’s first transmission line protection system based on 

emerging transistor technology. He was awarded a Doctor of Philosophy for this work by 

the University of Manchester Institute of Science and Technology (UMIST) in 1957. In 

1964, he was appointed to the Department of Electrical Engineering at UMIST, going on 

to serve as chair of the department from 1969 to 1974. 

In1974 he became Professor and Dean of Engineering at the University of Manitoba. He 

was appointed to the Board of Manitoba Hydro Electric Corporation in 1975 and became 

Vice Chairman and pro tem Chairman from December 1978 to October 1979. During his 

term in Winnipeg he helped establish the Manitoba High Voltage Direct Current 

Research Laboratory and the Manitoba Micro Electronics Institute. In recognition of his 

outstanding contribution and service to the Manitoba Hydro Electric Board, Dr. 

Wedepohl was the recipient of the Award of the Bison by the Government of Manitoba. 

In 1979, Dr. Wedepohl was appointed Dean of the Faculty of Applied Science at UBC, a 

post he held until 1985. During this time he was chairman of the task force which 

prepared a report for the government of British Columbia on major expansion of the 

University’s School of Engineering. He was also chairman of the planning committees 

which specified the new mining engineering building and the building for the western 

division of the Pulp and Paper Research Institute of Canada. After completing his term as 

dean, he continued on as a professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering until 

1985. 

He was appointed to the board of the British Columbia Hydro Electric Corporation from 

1980 to 1984 and chairman of the energy sub-committee of that board. He served as a 

member of the Science Council of British Columbia from 1981 to 1985 and a member of 

the Arts, Science and Technology Council of British Columbia from 1982 to 1985. He 

was faculty advisor and sponsor to a team of UBC students who won first prize in the 

Innovative Vehicle Design Competition at Expo’86. 

Dr. Wedepohl authored more than 30 papers in the Proceedings of the Institution of 

Electrical Engineers (IEE) in London and the Institute of Electrical and Electronic 

Engineering (IEEE) in New York. He was a Fellow of the Institution of Electrical 

Engineers in London and of the Engineering Institute of Canada.  

The Senate expresses its condolences to Dr. Wedepohl’s family and friends. 
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