27 May 2020
From: Senate Academic Policy Committee
To:  Vancouver Senate

Re:  Amendments to UBC’s Affiliation Agreement with St. Mark’s College

This proposal seeks to amend the University’s affiliation agreement with St. Mark’s College
resulting from the amalgamation of St. Mark’s College and Corpus Christi College.

Background

In 1956 the University affiliated with St. Mark’s College, the Roman Catholic theological
college located on campus. In 1990, Corpus Christi College, a liberal arts transfer institution co-
located with St. Mark’s, was created. Since that time, the colleges have existed as separate legal
entities but with many shared resources, including administrative approaches, faculty
appointments, students and programs. The two institutions are now in the process of formally
amalgamating into one institution to be known collectively as St. Mark’s College. As part of that
process, the University’s existing affiliation agreement with St. Mark’s from 1956 would need to
be amended to reflect the nature of the new, singular institution. Additionally, theological
students with whom the University has an affiliated relationship with and the transfer students
with whom it does not should be differentiated and treated accordingly in order to ensure equity
within both the theological college and transfer college communities.

UBC has four affiliated theological colleges, all of which grant their students affiliated status at
the University and extend access to a variety of resources. Corpus Christi students, while
physically located on the campus, are not afforded the same kind of affiliated relationship;
however, over the years they have gained student-like status through a variety of arrangements,
both formal and informal. The University is enabled by Section 66 of the University Act to have
special relations with theological colleges. Part of the change sought herein will make St. Mark’s
more than a theological college, yet the obligation to treat transfer students similarly across the
BC Transfer System remains.

Though St. Mark’s and Corpus Christi have agreed to formally amalgamate, doing so requires
both changes to provincial legislation and the support of the University.

St. Mark’s College was affiliated on the same terms as those on which the Anglican College and
Union College were affiliated (Appendix A), per the Statute of Senate dated February 18, 1920
(Appendix B). In 1978 the Vancouver Senate established a Statute of the Senate on the
Affiliation of Theological Colleges that repealed and replaced the 1920 statute and a 1958
resolution of Senate (Appendix C, pages 3-4).

This proposal seeks to amend the University’s affiliation agreement with St. Mark’s College
under the following terms:



Amendment to Affiliation Agreement
The Academic Policy Committee recommends to the Senate that:

The affiliation between The University of British Columbia (hereafter the University) and St.
Mark’s College be amended as follows:

1) That the terms of the previous affiliation—as agreed to by the Board and Senate of UBC
on 27 and 24 August 1956—be repealed; and

2) St. Mark’s College be affiliated with the University pursuant to the terms of the Statute of
the Senate of 18 January 1978 on Affiliation of Theological Colleges with the following
additional requirements:

a. The benefits of affiliation with the University shall be accorded to those students
of St. Mark’s College studying towards degrees in theology. Those students of St.
Mark’s College studying towards other degrees—or studying for any other
reason—may only be accorded benefits at the University not customarily
available to the general public through other agreements that may be agreed to
between the University and St. Mark’s College from time to time.

b. St. Mark’s College shall ensure that a university degree is normally a prerequisite
for admission to its academic programs leading to graduate-level theological
degrees. St. Mark’s retains the right to admit to its graduate-level theological
degree programs some students without prior university degrees as required
above; however, these students should not constitute more than one-fifth of the
total number of students studying towards any graduate-level theological degree.

c. St. Mark’s College shall ensure that secondary school graduation or an
appropriate level of university transferable course work is normally a prerequisite
for admission to its academic programs leading to undergraduate-level theological
degrees. St. Mark’s retains the right to admit to its undergraduate-level
theological degree programs some students without secondary school graduation
or an appropriate level of university transferable course work as required above;
however, these students should not constitute more than one-fifth of the total
number of students studying towards any undergraduate-level theological degree.

d. The normal requirements of the Statute of Affiliation notwithstanding, St. Mark’s
College may admit students without prior university degrees to programs other
than theological degrees in excess of one-fifth of their total number of students.



APPENDIX A

Friday, August 24th, 1956 2329

a letter from Mr. Osborne in connection with revision of
the Evergreen Conference basketball schedule and rescinding
of the regulation in regard to colleges or universities

not entering teams in at least four major sports.

St. Mark'!s College

The Secretary read the following letter from
Father H. Carr, Principal of St. Mark's College, applying
for affiliation of that College with the University of
British Columbia:

N St. Mark's College was incorporated as a
Catholic College by the Legislature of British
Columbia on Mar. of this present year. The
College is now in a position to petition formally
the Senate of the University for affiliation as

a theological college of the University on the
same terms as those on which the Anglican College
and Union College are affiliated.

N As principal of St. Mark's College I do now
humbly petition the Senate of the University to

admit the college as an affiliated on the above-
mentioned terms."

Dean Curtis )

Dr. Taylor ) That the Senate approve, and
recommend to the Board of Governors,
the affiliation of St. Mark's College
as a theological college of the
University, on the same terms as
those on which the Anglican Theo-
logical College and Union College
are affiliated.

Carried.

Senate of McGill University

The Secretary read a minute of the Senate of
MeGill University commemorating the late Professor Lemuel

Robertson which had been received from the Secretary.
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APPENDIX B

Affiliation of Theological Collemes.
Statute of University Senate under Sec.96 of Acts of 1916.

(a) Any incorporated Theological College in this Province
having a Staff of InstructingOfficers, such as by the

Senate may be deemed sufficient, may be admitted as an Affi-
listed College, in connection with the University.

(b} Any such College desiring affiliation in connection
with the University shall make application therefor and shall
furnish with its application a copy of its Calendar.

{e}-—Ho such College shall be admitted to the affiliation,
unless by:a two-thirds vote of the members of Senate present
at a Regular Meeting thereof,égnd also by a two-thirds

vote of the Governors present at the Meeting of Governors
specially calledto consider thereofj ¥Xor shall the question
of such admission be put to vote at such Meeting of the
Senate until after opportunity given to the several
Faoculties to meke such representations in the premises as
they may see fit; nor yet, unless by unanimous consent of
the members of Senate pressnt at such Meeting until after
three months' notice first given.

(d) Any Affriliated Theological College may at any time by
duly notifying the Senate to that effect withdraw from its
connection with the University.

(e) The Senate may also at any time by the like vote and
under the like restrictions as are above prescribed for the
admission of a College to affiliation terminate the conmnection
of any Affiliated Theological College with the University.

Judge Howay )
Bishop de Pencier) That the report be adopted.

¥r. Gordon)
Mr. Boving) In:amendment that the report be received and
’ considered seriatim. ; '

Carried.
Judge Howay)
Dr. Ashton ) That Clause (a) be adopted.

Carried.
Judge Howay)
Dr. Ashton ) That Clause (b) be adopted.

Carried.

Judge Howay)
Dr. Ashton ) That Clause (¢) be adopted.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Enrolment Services |Senate & Curriculum Services
Brock Hall 2016 — 1874 East Mall

Vancouver BC V6T 121

Tel : (604) 822-5239 | Fax : (604) 822-5945

Vancouver Senate Policy Abstract on
Affiliation of Theological Colleges

Prepared by Senate & Curriculum Services, August 2010. This abstract is intended as a helpful
summary and reference. It does not purport to include all references to the affiliation of
theological colleges that exist in the records of Senate. Where discrepancies exist between this
document and the Minutes of Senate or the University Act, the official and current versions of
those documents will govern.

Affiliation of theological colleges with universities in British Columbia is described in s. 66 of the
University Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 468, as follows:

(1) A university must be non-sectarian and non-political in principle.

(2) Despite subsection (1), a theological college incorporated in British Columbia
may be affiliated with a university under a resolution or order made by the
senate and approved by the board.

(3) An incorporated theological college affiliated with a university may, despite that
affiliation, have power to confer and grant degrees in theology, including
honorary degrees.

(4) Despite any other provisions of this Act, an affiliated college may

(a) make provisions it considers proper in regard to religious instruction and
religious worship for its own students, and

(b) require religious observance as part of its discipline.

The Vancouver Senate has established a Statute of the Senate on the Affiliation of Theological
Colleges, January 18, 1978 (full text reproduced below).

The following four theological colleges are currently affiliated with the University of British
Columbia:
St. Mark’s College: affiliated by resolution of the Senate dated August 24, 1956;
approved by the Board of Governors August 27, 1956.

Vancouver School of Theology: affiliated under the name of “Ecumenical Theological
Centre” by resolution of the Senate dated November 18, 1970. The Ecumenical Centre
represented a merger between previously-affiliated Union College and the Anglican
Theological College. The Ecumenical Theological Centre was renamed the Vancouver
School of Theology in 1971.

1|Page



APPENDIX C

Regent College: affiliated for a three-year period by resolution of the Senate dated
November 14, 1973. Continuing affiliation granted by resolution of the Senate dated
February 16, 1977, subsequently approved by the Board of Governors.

Carey Theological College (incorporated as Carey Hall): affiliated by resolution of the
Senate dated September 15, 1999, subsequently approved by the Board of Governors.

In 1996, an ad hoc committee established by the Faculty of Graduate Studies prepared a
“‘Report of the ad hoc Committee to Study Possible Involvement of the Theological Colleges in
Graduate Education.” The report was submitted to the Vancouver Senate and recommendations
from the report were approved by the Senate at its meeting of April 17, 1996 (see
https://senate.ubc.ca/sites/senate.ubc.calfiles/downloads/va_minutes_april1996.pdf, pp.
11412-5 and pp. 11428-33, for the full text of the report and the Senate discussion).
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STATUTE OF THE SENATE
OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBI A
AFFILIATION OF THEOLOGICAL COLLEGES
JANUARY 18, 1978

The Senate of The University of British Columbia, under the powers conferred by the Universities Act,
1974, enacts as follows:

(@)

(b)

Any incorporated theological college in this province desiring affiliation with The University of British
Columbia shall make application therefore to the Secretary of the Senate and the Secretary of the
Board of Governors of the University and shall furnish with its application a copy of its calendar.

No such college shall be admitted to affiliation unless by a two-thirds vote of the members of Senate
present at a regular meeting thereof, and also by a two—thirds vote of the governors present at a
meeting of the Board of Governors. Nor shall the question of such admission be put to vote at such
meeting of the Senate until after opportunity has been given to the several Faculties to make such
representation as they may see fit; nor yet, unless by unanimous consent of the members of Senate
present at such meeting until the expiration of three months' notice.

Any affiliated theological college may at any time, by duly notifying the Senate to that effect, withdraw
from affiliation with the University provided that one year's notice of withdrawal has been given.

The Senate may also at any time, by the like vote and under the like restrictions as are above
prescribed for the admission of a college to affiliation, terminate the affiliation of any theological
college with the University provided that a one year notice of withdrawal of the affiliation has been
given by the University.

An affiliated college must agree, as a condition of affiliation, to provide the following statement in all of
its publications that indicate affiliation with the University including students' transcripts of records:
“The granting of affiliation means that the college meets the criteria for affiliation established by the
Senate of The University of British Columbia but does not imply any scrutiny or approval of the course
offerings of the affiliate by the University Senate.”

The criteria for affiliation of theological colleges are as follows :

(i) A college shall be incorporated in the Province of British Columbia with power to confer and grant
degrees in theology.

(ii) A college shall be, and shall remain in good standing with a recognized religious community or
with other theological colleges affiliated with The University of British Columbia, or both.

(iii) A college shall have a physical presence on, or juxtaposed to, the campus of the University.

(iv) A college shall appoint to its regular teaching staff only people who have the equivalent standard
of training normally required in university work, preferably an advanced degree in theology or a
related discipline.

(v) A college must maintain an academic program, either

(a) leading to a degree, in which case it shall maintain at least four full-time properly
qualified faculty in residence, or

(b) not leading to a degree, in which case it shall maintain at least two full-time properly
qualified faculty in residence.
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(vi) A college shall normally require university graduation as a prerequisite for admission to its
academic programs leading to a degree. Though a college would have the right to admit to its
degree programs some students without previous university training, these should not ordinarily
constitute more than one-fifth of the total number of students registered in such programs.
University matriculation should be required as a minimum.

(vii) A college offering courses in theology shall do so at an academic standard acceptable to the
appropriate recognized theological accrediting agency associated with the religious community of
that college.

(viii) A college shall maintain, or otherwise supply, library resources adequate to the academic
programs which it offers. These resources shall be made available to the university community.

(ix) A college shall have a sufficient degree of separateness and independence from any other
institution:

(a) to identify its assets and its expenditures
(b) to mark its specific functions as a theological college, and
(c) to give it a governing body of its own.

(x) A college shall submit a resume of its academic operations to the Secretary of Senate annually
and shall be prepared to respond to a request from the Senate from time to time for a review of its
conformity to the criteria for affiliation.

(xi) A college shall allow the Senate of the University to have a representative on the academic
planning body of the college.

(g) The Statute of Senate dated February 18, 1920 and the resolution of Senate dated May 14, 1958 are
hereby repealed and replaced by sections (a) to (f) above.
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